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Libraries Act offers some good news, some bad

by Paul Dorsey
The possibility that an increased number
of politicians appoinied to library boards
could {ead to censorship will be among the
concerns addressed at a lall conference be-
ing organized by Halton Hills chief litwarian
Betsy Cornwell.

Cornwell. as secretary of the Association

of Public Library Boards of Ontario, is
arranging the one-day conferencs between
her organization and the Association of
Municipalities of Ontario in res to the

province's proposed Public Lihraries Act,
' :Eat:d for consideration by the lagl.!-'lnlure
next October.

The conlerence will take place about the
same time, most likely in Barrie, giving
library and municipal officials a chance Lo
reach some form of consensus on the Act,
which would replace legislation passed in
15882

While Cormwell says her major concern
about the new Act is its changes to the
meihod of appointing library board mem-
bets, other librarians are more worried
abou! the increased power given municipal
councils (o dictate how the boards spend
their money.

Such extended jurisdiction, North York
Libtraries director Jean Orpwood said
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recently, could lead to censorship by pol-
iticians who feel compelled to follow con-
stiluents’ wishes by banning certain library
matenals,

The concern is directly tied in with what
Cornwell sees 0s the new Act's biggest
change: the method used in appointing new
library board members.

Under current legislation, town council
appoints one of its members to the library
board, in Hallon Hills' case currenlly
Councillor Pam Sheldon. The new Act would
see more council members on the board, up
to one member short of a majority.

The ram[hcntmns of the change. par-
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ticularly as it relates 1o school board ap-
pointees to the library board, will be a major
topic of discussion at the fall conference.

Cornwell acknowledges that the more pol-
iticians on the library board, the more ac-
countable the board would be to taxpayers,
but even though she's seen no “‘significant™
problem with politicikns seeking to censor
library books, she’s “sure Lthe potential
exists "’

In Halton Hills, Cornwell said, there has
been no council directive about the nature of
materials in the library in the ten years she
has been here. Nor has she ever heard of
school boards complaining about locally-
available material.

“I was never aware of the school board
contacting any library board member about
any such concern,'' she said. *“The divorcee is
almaost total.”

As for councillors, though, Cornwell noted
that elected officials do feel they musl
respond to any constituents’ complaints,
even though the complaint may nol rep-
resent the view of a majority of residents.
Thus, special interest groups could gain
some leverage over the kind of books and
films the library buys,

“It's an unfortunate position to put a
coutcillor in,” Cormmwell said. **That's why a
large number of councillors shouldn't sit on
the board.

‘“We have had complaints from ind-
ividuals less than a hundred in the last ten
years. It's mostly the children’s material
that provokes the concern. Parents warty
about certain books, especially fiction,
involve oo much stereotyping or depressing
topics. It's our contention that the parents
are responsible for what their own children
rﬂad Some parenls want their children

sed to a wide variety of material. .

Cnrnwell sald she's hoping the conference
will prompt the library and municipal
associationg to recognize that there are
times when a town councll should be
‘“henvily involved” with library planning
and operations and other times when they
should keep clear.

Concern over the means of appoinling
library board members also extends to the
frequency and duration of appointments,
Currently councils and puhﬂc school boards
make three-year, overlappln Bo g appointments
and the separate school boards a two-year
appointment in such a way that a different
member’'s {erm expires each year,
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“It's hoped Lhat the appointee will stay
for two lerms, since it takes at least on
term just to learn the ropes,”’ Cornwell sald.

Under the new Act, however, library |
board appointments would have exactly the !
same duration a3 elected of (lctals’ terms, so
that each new municipal ]
make acleansweepaf the library board and |
inhibit continuily and efficiency.

It’s difficult enough Gnding volunteers for
the library board, she added, since they .
receive po remuneration save expenses, .

The tabling of the new Act In the last
session at Queen's Park raised emough
concerns that Cornwell and other librarians -
were hopiog it wouldn't be passed unti] after
the summer recess so that lhey could study
its contents. The news s not all bad by any
means, she said.

Once concernms  are resolved, meost
librarians will be hoping for awift passage of
lhe Act so that its benefits can be enjoyed.
Chief among those is its streamlining effect
on Ontario's library netwark. Money will be .
allocaled and tardy library boards spurred |
on lo meet standards being
llke Halton Hlills. Until that happens, Corn-
well sald, the more backward librartes will
be wedk links in the chain, !

“Ontario Jibrarles” have suffered badly °
over the years," she said. ““The lack of pro- .
per business methods have hurt many of
them. They ore not little, private fiefdoms,
although many are still belng operated as
though they're little, private fiefdoma. Byt
we have no basic tenets concerning labor
conditions and human rights. It's pretty .
bad. It's not nearly as good as it should be
for the amount of money being spent on It."

Apart from several outstanding concerns, .

Cornwell said she is confident the new Act |
will improve libraries overall. She praises |
ministry staff for yorking closely with |
library admintstrators to ralse the profile of
public libraries and “bring them into the

20th century.” '

“They're moving fairly gently to start
with, bitt they mean busineas and [ think it's
o good thing,” she commented.

“I belleve strongly that the library ts an
imporiant part of our -access to good °
education, Many paris of the province pay
lip service to this but they're not working
hard as they should be. Now at least we have
anew Iurel of commitment at the provineial -
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GEORGETOWN

ST.ANDREW'S
UNITED CHURCH

AMinister;
Rev. D1. T.G. Bandy
B.A., M.DIV,, TH.D.

&9 Mountainviow
B77-4482

10a.m,
-Morming Worship
— Sunday School
— Nursery Focilitios

Combined Summaot
Sarvices

KNOX AND
LIMEHOQUSE
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCHES
and
ST, JOHN'S UNITED
CHURCH OF
GEQRGETOWN AND
GLEN WILLIAMS

Rav. Joft Davison
conducting

"Building Tomarrow's
Church Today™

L 9:30 a.m. Limehouse
Church {Nursary Ser
vicos Availablel

BALLINAFAD
UNITED CHURCH

Mirister;

Rev. Or. T.G. Bondy
B.A, M.DIV., TH.D.
Morning Worship
i1:458.m.

*& Hundred Years

11:00 a.m. 5t. John's
United Chuech,
Goargoetown

of Worship"'

MAFLE AVENUE
“ACenturyol Servica”

BAPTIST CHURCH

Hanon Phone(4161877.2769
Gospel Temple Georgetawnon |

Hwy.? |
Werlof Trafelger Rd

REV.D.MURRAY GAIFFIN, Pastor
Jaya Toray, Youth Leader

SUNDAYS
9:45n0.m.—CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Fhone tha Church for Bus Pick-up
11:008.m. — FAMILY WOARSHIP

Children's Church
7:00 p.m, — EVANGELISTIC SERVICE "
Woe Care avoilablo at both services.
WEDNESDAYS
7.30p.m.—Bible Study and Prayer
FRIDAYS

7:30p.m. —YOUTH ALIVE! with Jayo Torley
© A Peniscotidl Amembies of Canads Church

EVERYBODY WELCOME

ACTON

177 Moplo Avenue
Pastors
Edwin H. Mitchell
8770320 / &bb5
Gordon E. Mann
853-3383
EVERY SUNDAY
9:45 a.m.-- Family Bible
Schoo!
11:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Biblical Preaching Wor-
ship Praige
WEEKDAYS3
Prayor & Bible Study
Youth Recreation
Boys - Girls Clubs
Little Cherub Nursery
Ladiea’ Coffes Hout

MOUNTAINVIEW
BAPTIST CHURCH

102 Mountainviaw
B77-5854

Pastor: Rev. Denn Talo

Sunday Morning
Worship

10a.m.

Prayar & Bible Study
Wednesday 7. 30 p.m.
All Are Welcome
Nursery Facditias

Available -

THE CHURCH OF
ST. ALBAN
THE MARTYR

Hav. Arthur Tribe UNITED CHURCH
B.A., M.Div. OF CANADA

Mrs. Batty Ookes &
Q;E::m PRESBYTERIAN

Sunday, August19 CHURCH

iN CANADA
3:00 &.m.—Holy Com. KNDOX CHURCH
mungn

ACTON
E:ﬁn:'m"H”W Com: | pav. Don Matheson
W . ist &
Piessa nots 10:00 a.m, CE;EHE;:gﬂqr
gervico  will conftinue

. Dr. Goorgo Ellion
untl Sunday, Sept. 9, m‘?ﬂgﬂa m
1964, - at Tri

Combined Summauor
. Service
TRINITY

MOMNTHLY
Sanior Adults

CHRISTIAN
REFORMED Temporarity meating
CHURCH in  Cedarvale Com:
7th Line munity Centie
SEAVICES Mailing address:
10:00a.m. ©4:30p.m. | P.O.Box26,
Pastors Georgetown, Ont.
Rev. J. DaJong L764T1
Rov. B. Shofstra

Listen ovary Sundayto
THE BACK TO
GOD HOUR
7:30 a.m. - Hamillon

CHAM 1280

9:30 p.m. — Global TV
Channol 6/22

9:00 p.m.- Guelph
CJOY 1460

Fastorn;
Rev. Peter Ralph
g8.A. M.DIV.

Sunday Schooi
) 345 a.m.
soning Worship
11:00a.m.
Evening Fotlowship
630 p.m.

Janst {New Aite)

Wednesdoy Prayer
Service 700 p.m.
877 5816 g53 3923

SY.GEORGES
ANGLICAN
CHURCH

GEORGETOWN |
ALLIANCE
CHURCH

Service at Trinity
CHURCHILL Evaryone Welcoms
COMMUNITY

CHURCH

ACTON BAPTIST
CHURCH

4+ ] B0 Mill St E,
] o000
Reav. M. Joan Stairs
Sundays 10o.m,
Family Worship &

Church School
MNursery & Ciib Core.

] EVANGEL

Rov. E. M, Juni:im,
Ministor

Rov. Craig Rumblo
"Pastornl Assistant

Sunday, August 19

10:30 a.m.— Morning
Warship

SALVATION ARMY
114 Mu1 S, E.
B53-1140, B53-1435

Sunday, August 19

3.46  a.m. —Sunday
Schoal ({Transpoi-
tation s avalable,
Calt BS3-0FM5)

PENTECOSTAL
TABERNACLE
33 Churchill Rd. M.,

Acton
PASTOR;:
Rev, Paul Johnson

853.2715. . .
Res. B5Y0481

Pentacostal
SERVICE TIMES

Sunday-9.45a.m.
Sunday School

11:00a.m. -
Morning Sorvice

FO00p.m -
Eveming Service

11.00 o.m. —Morning
Worship

Al are welcome
Captain & Mrs. Wi
son Perrn, Corps Of-
ficers

NORVAL
. PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH

60 Gueiph 51,
8778044

Rev. Jim Boyles

Sunday. August 18

B8:00 ».m.— Holy Euch‘-
asist Prayer Book)

1000 a.m. — Holy Euch-

Rev. Angus Sutherland
Tere: 15:152. m.

Sunday School
during Church

Nursery Avadable

—

WEEKLY
SERVICES

TUESDAY: 10a.m,
Hous of POWER .
{interdemoninationsl};
priyer tima)
WEDNESDAY: 7p.m.
Prayer & Bible Study
THURSDAY:7.20p. m.
Youtn Service
FRIDAY: 7.30p.m.
CoMoge i+ Caress
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election could

setl in centres
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