Dance school a ‘"dream come true’
for new instructor Susanne Keith

When the Acton School of Ballet and
Dance wr up its 1983-84 sepson wilh an
annual recital in June, no one reslized that
Lhe school’s future instructor was sitting In

the sudience.
A resident of Acton only since last sum-

mer, Susanne Keith of Elmore Dr. was
impressed enough by the talenta of the
school's young students Lhat she phoned
insroctor Liz Chalmers to offer her
assistance.

As it happened, (halmers certainly did
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Susanne Keith's recent offer of help to the Actan School of Ballet and Dance turned out to

be quite zn understatemant. Instructor Lz Chalmers was leaving town and a replacsmant
wak haaded, 80 starting next month, Sues and daughtar Lizs (insat) will be teaching local

youngsters how to put their best foot forward.
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need some help. After three years coaching
Acton youngsters in ballet and jerz dance,
she and her famidy were moving from the

community. The school needed a new in-
siructor.

And as it happened, Soe Keith had taught
ballel and jazx at the Ajax-Pickering YA
CA. When her husband’s office moved to
Mississauga, the couple decided to make
thelr new home in Acton, where. Sue's
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Charies Wright of
Churchill Rd., have lived for the past 17
Vears.

Ironically, Sue had hoped to open her own
dance school in Acton, bul found the season
already too far advanced last year and
decided to drop the idea. When she called
Liz Chalmers this past June, though, every-
thing [ell into place.

Keith and her daughter Lisa, who'll be

attending Grade 13at Acton High School this
{all, will together instruct younmgsters in four
len-week semesters starting Sept. 12. They
also hope Lo launch a special course for local
women who have no previous dance
training.

Instruction will cover ballet and jazz, with
the youngsiers choosing one or the other or a
combinalion of both. A primary course will
cater to three lo aix-year olds, a senior
course for Lthose 13 years or older and junior
and intermediate courses for the in-
betweens. (lasses will take place Wed-
nesday, Thursday and Friday evenings at
the Murray Memorial YMCA on Mill St. The
lacal Y is the school's sponsor.

“It's a dream come frue,”" Keith said this
week. "I always wanlted my own school, and
I'd missed the children s0 much.”

Keith had taught dance to about 100 Ajax
area children in her final season there,
whereas the Acton school’s enrollment {ast
year was about 50, The difference should
make things a little easier for Keith and a
little more productive for her students.

The courses will foliow basic Royal
Academy of Dance cuxricula, but Keith
believes learning to dance “should be a fun
thing."’

Keith herself hns been dancing since she
was six years old, recelving instruction
from Boris Bolkoff, the Russian immigrant
consldered the [ather of ballet in Canada,
and dancing with the Natlonal Ballet in her
leens.

Of her predecessor, Liz Chalmers, Keith
says '‘she’s just been fantastic.”

“The girls will really miss her,”" she
added, noting that Chalmers contacted last
season’s students personally to explain the
chuanges and learned that most will be

returnlng this fall.
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TUNING UP

Jill Pomeoroy and Rod Gimpe! wara wuning up
in anticipation of Halton Hills Days at the CANE
Handshell Aug. 18. Lost Sunday at the Library-
Cultural Centre in Gaorgetown the duat were
rahaaraing the ballads they plan (0 8ing at tho

Exhibition, Other entertalners will bring a mix-
ture of rock, fazz and love songs and & varioty
of othar attractions courtesy ©of the people of
Halton Hills.

Vaudeville's back

Acton must have seemed a little quieter
than usual last Thursday night. That's
because approximately 40 rambunctious
lacol  children were participatlng in
Voudeville Night at Centennial Public
Schoeol in Georgetown.

The children are participants In the
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recreation and parks department’s summer
programs called Summer Activities, Tot Lat
and Sports Camp.

The purpose of .the show was lo show
parents what their children have been doing
this summer and just to have a good time.
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