Acton native commands Royal Dragoons

. Raised and educated in Acton,
Listtenant-Colonel David Grahame took
command of the illustrious Royal Canadian
Dragoons in Lahr, West Germany, June 22.

Taking understandable pride in the oc-
casion, even though they re an ocean away.,
asre Grahame's parents, Mr, and Mrs. John
Grohame of Mason Bivd., brother Philip of
Church &t. West and sister Carole (Mrs.
Stan Norton) of RR 1 Georgetown. .

With his asumption of command over the
10)-year old cavalry regiment, Grahame
also came in line for a promotion: he
became a full colone! July 10. Grahame, his
wife Sharon, and the couple’s three
daughters now live in Lahr, a West German
city whose Oberburgermeister, Werner
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Dietz, attended the change of command
ceremony.

Grahame's military career began in 1969
when be became o RCAC, He subse-
quently served wilth the Lord Strathcona’s
Horse (Roynl Canadians) in , the
sth Canadian Hussars in Petawawa and
Egypt and the Ontario Region Headquarters
in Qakville.

Grahame returned from Command and
Staff College in Pakistan in 1973 as a staff of -
ficer at Individual Training Headquarters in
St. Hubert, then joined the three
years later as Officer Commanding B
Squadron. In 1978, he was posted to Natioaal
Defence Headquarters in Ottawa, serving in
two directorates.

Prior (0 assuming command of the
Dragoons this year, Grahame atlended a
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He assumes commnmand of the interna-
tionally-known Dragoons fram Lieutenant-
Colonel D M. Dean, since also promoted (o
Colonel, who is now stationed to Kingston's
National Defence College.

Founded in 18383, the Royal Canadian
Dragoons proudly carry on traditions dating
back before the Battle of the Plains of
Abraham in 1759, when young Quebec

gentlemen formed two volunteer cavalry

The regiment was earlier known as the
Corps of Volunteer Cavalry, the Quebec
Volunteer Cavalry and the Queen’s Own
Canadian Hussars.

The Dragoons served initially in the Cana-

dian northwest before sending a detachment
to the South Africa cam at the turn of
this century. In World War [,

fought in Prance, and in World War I in
Sicily and Italy before moving into north-
west Europe. The residents of Lesuwarden,
Holland, annually cd&hﬂm te the 1545 llbera-
tion n[thairt:ityb}f Dragoons.

The regiment now has independent
squadrons in Korea, Cyprus, Egypt and
Germany.

The elnhnrme change of command

June 22 featured reviewing of-
ficer dier-General R.J. Evraire and
regiment colonel Brigadier-General Jean—
Prosper Gautier. The event called for a
week of base celebrations, including mess
dinners for the officers, warrant officers
and sergeants and a dance for all ranks.
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Policeman
subject of
complaint

While details are not available lo the
public, Halton regional police have con-
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Stars check out concert site

Canadian legend

Thirty Pages — Thirty Cents

/

firmed that one of the force's 14 officers
involved In the July 4 confrontatlon at
Acton's four corners is the subject of a
formal complaint.

Insp. Ken Laidlaw of the Halton police
complaints division acknowledged Monday
that one fermal complaint has been filed
stemming f(rom the Ilate evening-early
morning incldent outside the Sit 'n' Bull
Tavern. Eleven people were arrested on
charges ranging [rom assaulting a police
olficer to liquor infractions.

Laidiaw explained that pelice policy pre-
vents him from revealing the names of the
officer or the complalnant cited in the
formal complaint filed with pelice 1ast week
by a private citlzen.

Police confirmed last week that night-
sticks were used against rowdy cllizens by

« gome of the 14 officers summoned to the

scene from Aclon, Georgetown, Milton and

Oakville. Two of the acoysed and one officer

were reported injured.

The disturbance broke out after a patron
of the Sit ‘n’ Bull had to be forcibly ejected
by bar stafl and police. Al least 30 people
stood by on Mill 5t., some throwing bottles
and breaking a window valued at $700.

Laldiaw told this newspaper that the force
launches o “stringent internal investiga-
tlon'' upon receipt of such complaints. The
district police commander reviews Lhe
complaint, hears the accused officer’s side
of the story and makes a recommendation to
his staff inspector. The inspector then
decides whether the officer should be

cléared ol any wrongdoing, in which case
the details do nol become public, or il the
officer should be publicly charged.
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~ last week's meetings were

Town sngineer Bob Austin says councl must
make s dechion socn sbout the futwe
development of Faelrview Cematery. or ot lesst
about its woodad arees. skready showing signe
of detsrioration for lach of propar grooming.
Consultants bast weak hosted public meetings
to unvedl thalr rwo Iugnmnd options and
wolCome other ideas.

"BIRTHDAY GIRL

Surprlsel Loules Simpson celebrated her 815t birthday last Tussday with all her frisnds at Village
Manor Rest Home. Mrs. Simpson, originally from England, recelved cards from her sister Rosla
and ather frisnds and famlly and shared a big birthday cake with everyona at the rest home, She
moved from har homa in 8wtlington to Village Manor seven years sgo, Everyone at the homa af-
fectlonately calls her ‘mother’.

ready to rock

A self-proclaimed ‘'legend in his
spare time’”, Rompin’
Hawkins leads an Impressive
roster of stars into town August 4
for the first Acton Rock 'n’ Roll
Fest at Prospect Park. Also booked
are two other certlfied musie
legends, Bo Diddley and Long John

Ronnie -

Baldry, as well as Toronto's hot
Paul James Band and others. Fall
story in Newsmakers Inside. In this

first in a series of profiles of the
musicians headed our way,

- reporter Mark Holmes talks with

“The Hawk' himseli.

Water restrictions are
n,_o longer necessary

Acton is off the hook as far as its summes
water supply is concerned.

Halton reglon had aiready placed ad-
vertisements in the Free Press warning that
residentall water use might have 1o be

restricted this summer if conditions are dry.

Reglonal councillors recemtly received a

virtual guarantee, however, that adequate
water is available along the Fourth Line,
where test driliing has been golng on for
almost two months.
" Meeting behind closed doors, members of
the regional public works committee ham-
mered out delails of an agreement with four
property owners, one of whom will
ultimately be aaid for a site selected for a
new waler pumpling station.

The Town obiained only a handful of
verbal commenis—and no clear <©on-
sensus—at public meetings last week on
longrange p-.mpusa]s for  Fairview
Cemetery.

Fewer than ten residents tk'upped by the
Acton library Thursday alterncon and even-
ing to viow two diagrams depicting different
options for Fairview's future development.

Consultant Bruce Cosburn of the
Markham f{irm Coshurn-Giberson Consult-
ants Inc. told this n per that he and

ewEpa
. Town engineer Bob Austin fielded a few

quesiions, explained some jdeas and invited

.residents to comment in writing about the

plans to council.

Austin will submit = rt on Lhe
meetings to council, which uitimately
decide between one of the consultants’ two
suggestions or an alternative.

While some of the residents who attended
primarily con-
cerned abowt the cemetery’s continulng
maintenance, Cosburn said, others were
interested in the fate of the substantial pond
area in Falrview's porthern extension.

The consultants have two ap-
proaches: cne would see the pond filled in
and with a $15000 pictureaque
gazebo that would serve 24 a focal point for
a new pattern of internat roads.

The other would see the pond retatned and
expanded, with ils surrounding scrub aréa
cleaned up

Other mmmu:u poled at the meetings

coocerned the proximity of gravesites to

Counclilor Dave Whiting told this
newspaper that staff are now predicting an
early fall end to the search for more water,
although they had initially expected the
search to continue thrnugh the fall. Quick
resolution of the agreements with land-
owners was & major faclor in speeding up
the process, Whiling said.

The new pumping station is expected Lo

provide the 150,000 extra gallons per day
Aclnn needs to complement jts' existing
supply of about 850,000 gallons a day,
Whiting sald. Provincial criterla for
municlpal supplies require double the
amount actually used, hé explained, so the
gearch continues for ﬂmﬂlﬂr million gallons

per day.

No consensus on ceme tery plans

neighboring homes, Cosburn sald. Those in
atltndan:t offered no clear preference for
either of the consultants’ suggested oplions.

Central tc the Town’s planning for the
cemetery, Cosburn pointed out, will be the
maintenance and development of treed
areas, which currently pose a problem. The
Town must ensure thal areas needed fo:
future forest develo are not
designated instead for as plots, he said.

In the consultants’ Concept A, aboul
$30,000 worlh of fill would be dumped in the
pond, pushing the suggestion’s overall price
tag to $185,000. That figure is roughly $42,000
higher than the est/mated cost of Concept B,
but represents a lower development cost be-
cause it would enable the Town to create
more plots {or sale.

Juveniles
suspected In
sulphur fire

Sufplurr piled on a loading dock at Holiy
Industries on Eastern Ave. mqhtjm
day. The fire department suspects
were invoived in the incident as a book of
matches was found at the scene.

by Mark Holmes

There aren’t many people who could be
consldered a lving legend, but Acton is
going to be graced with the presence of a
man about as close o8 they come (o being
onae.

Rornie Hawkins is a man who has wan-
dered over much of the four corners of the

.world as a musician and songwriter, living a

life filled with the exhilaration and tragedy
of the rock and roll business.

Personslity and charisma ummd&
Hawkins, who seems to be forever en-
tertalning evervone within earshot.

As he sips a glass of tomato juice he pecrs
from bnhhid tinted glasses and begins to
sing one of his unpublished songs about a
wornan of questionable virtues, By the end
of the song, both Hawkins and the suaience
of four are rocking with laoghter. The
moment i8 indicative of Hawkins® outlook on
lfe,

Despite losing nearly all of his personal

assets in a failed business altempt in Lon-

don, Ontario, early this vear, the once-
wealthy Hawkins remaing optimistie about
everything he does.

“I'll work and pay olf my debts and start
over again,”’ sald Hawkins. "'I've got a few
%}runs in the fire and I'Hi certainly be keeping

usg

Hnwlﬂna went on to explain that after a
few local gigs, he'll be golng out west to
perform in the Klendike Dn ys celebration tn

Edmonton. Then, after the Acton concert
August 4, he'll be working on a movie being
produced by the same people who made
ll.Pnrk}'lElTl

Again Hawkins went in a detalled descrip-
tion of some of the funnler ecenes in the
movie and, in moments, his infeclious laugh
had infected everyone sitting at his table,

Hawking, or ‘“The Hawk"', &s he likes to be
called, {s restding near Peterboroygh.

He described himself as a musiclan who's
never lost touch with the grass roots of rock
and roll.

Perhaps Hawkins {s most famous for his
assoclation with such top name artials as
The Band, Bob Dylan, Crowber, Janls
Joplin, the Full Tilt Boogie Band, Johm
Lennon and Kris Kristofferson (and the iist
gaes on), but in his own right, he's become
just as well known.

Howkins, though born in Lhe U.S., ia said
to be the man who brought rock and roll to
Canada. Hawkins hos protuced his falr
ghare of hits and with upcoming television
and recording dates, he won't be just on the'
verge of International stardom for much
longer. He'll be there,

Hawkins sald he's looking forward to
playing in Acton, describing the Prospect -
Park site gs beautiful.

“1 think raising money for these boys lo
play hockey in Norway is great,” sald
Hawking, "I"m happy t¢ be doing something
that will give the team & hand In lchhving
their goals."

Ronnle Hawkine snd Pattl Jannetta will be two of the star sttrections st the Rock Feet "B, Aug. 4
at Prospect Park. The two parformers will be part of an sigin-band billing which also Includes
international stacs Bo Diddiey and Long Jobn Bakiry. As well.the Backbeats, Grattybests, the
Paul James Band end Pear! City will be performing both modern rock and rolt and hits from the
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