Kelly MacDonald (left} and little brother Scolt are hoping to get into showblz, with Kelly

having just flnished shooting her first commercial,
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by Pam Douglas
Kelly MacDonald has been modelling for

' geven years and has shot her first com-

mercial Jast week sl a wage of $11.8] an
hour or $334.50 for an eight hour day. Not a
bad income for an eight-year-old.

The commereial for Erin Mills com-
munity took two days to fllm, but Kelly
didn't “work' for her money: “It was
m"m blondehaired, blueﬂ-:dllltlegj:]

o4

She's always wanted to do a2 com-
mercinl,she says, and this one only served
to reinforce her enthusiasm. Her part

. asked her to jog, akip, play, run through a

sprinkler, eat spare ribs at the barbecue,
nnd ber fwnrita part, ewim, at various
places in Erin Mills,

Her “costars’” [n the commercial
consisted of two other :hlldrm two
temnsm two * andparenta two

ts”, and two “neighhm

Kelly modelled clothes for Woolco and
Towers brochures and was included in a
photo layout of children's fashions in
Canadian Weekly Magarine in her earller
“career.” At the ripe old age of five ahe
entered The Jennifer Walmaley Modeliing

School where ghe learned social manners
and graces, personal grooming, photo-
graphy, photo make-up, pivols and turns,
posture and walking, ramp work and
mnnkneqv.ﬂn. She aliso studied commercial
work.

Her mother Sandy and dad Mike signed
Keliy with her present agent, Tr ;
company in Toronto, because they thought
there would be more work and more
money in television.

“But were not really In it for the
money,” says Sandy.

The family has to pay $200t0 ACTRA as
dues to the actor's union for Kelly’s first
commercial. They will have to pay the

union $150 for the pext five commercials
she makes and, if all six are within a two-

year time perfod, Kelly automatically
becomes o member and no longer has to

pay.
Kelly auditioned for her part on June 15

- with 75-100 other eight -year-olds. At her
audition she had to sland in front of a

camera and answer questions about her

E.};ying abilities: Can the swim, ride o
e, dance, rollerskate? She found out

within four days that she had the part.

Via deraiis traimn se

‘Ex.’ bandshell site
for Halton Hills Day

If you've ever had an urge to stand up for
Hailton Hills, the Canadlan Natlonal Exhib-
ition is offering a prime opportunity Aug. 18,
when visitors to the Ex will be enjoying
“Halton Hills Day™.

. Backed by a heritage grant {rom
Ontario’s ministry of housing and municipal

ffairs, the town recreation department Is
iooking for Jocal residents who can perform

or demonstrate their arts and crafts gkills at
special marquees and at the Ex Bandshel
Itseil.
If you are interested, call the rec office at
B77-5189.
The bicentennial project i3 featuring a
different Ontario municipalitly each day at
the two-week long exhlbition. A represen-

(Contlnued on Page 2)

Young Acton man
killed on cycle

An Acton resident who had just turned 21
years old, was killed last Thursday when his

motoreyele went out of control on 17
Sideroad.

The tragedy occurred when Mark Bannon,
171 Longfield Road, was headed down a
steep hlll approaching the 6th Line. His

motarcyclé fishtalled and struck a guardrail
post. The young man was thrown off,
striking another post, receiving fatal I.n~
juries.

-~ No other persons were [nvolved.

Funeral service was held from the
Shoemaker Funeral Home, Acton on
Tuesday.

i
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Archle Harkins at his Rockwood home.

Archie back
on hisfeet

Archie Harkins, who had no legs, and it seemed no chance of getting

any, has finally found help.

Last month the Free Press featured story

by Mark Holmes, on Archie,

a double amputee who had faced the seemingly insurmountable task of
fighting both government and organizational bureaucracy.

Harkins, who Is also a senior citizen and
war veleran, had all but given up hope of
- ever {inding help. After the story was

htirl:htﬂ the situation took a turn {or the

iFirst, arﬂghbtrr who had read the slory,

came up to Mr. Harkins' apartment and
ted him with $100 to help him out,

Within a week the Lions club, who had
previously donated a wheel chair, a ch-
od Mr. Harkins tosee if they could help out.

Next the Royat Canadian Legion weat inlo
action, buying Archie hand controls for his
car 30 he could drive again.

Then the Ontario March of Dimes got in-
“gived and are subsidizing Archie for the

of lis new p:mi.lmia which Lhe Bloe

Crozs doegn't cover. '

And finally, to round things out, the
Lionetles donated $500 to Archie for costs
such as 50cks 10 cover his stumps and other

expenses.
Archie said be’ll be going to the doctors
this week (0 be [itted with a new pair of
nent legs.,

*'Ihehntlegnhlﬂdhumdylnlfﬂ
days," sald Archi, *‘and within a couple of
we&hl‘llhavehmmwiega

I think it's just great," he added. *“'When
rmmmﬁesmmmﬂmhﬂ?
all of the sudden everymne is irying lo
Amhieahommhdlhnlhuhmﬁﬂu]
to all the people who helped and he believes
in the good that can be found in people.
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But mayor says
they will fight
to regain it

Disappointment was the
unanimous response of
Halton Hills mayor Russ
Miller and a committee of
three which met with Via
Rail officials with a request
to have passenger trains stop
oncemore in Acton.

Ray Borden, vice president of the Great
Lakes Region of Via Rail and his deputy
Dave Sherlock, met with the mayor, Coun-
cillor Rick Bonnette, Chamber of Commer-
ce president Steve Dawkins and Town clerk
Ken Richardson last week. But, according
to the local committee, they trotted out the
same old arguments everyone had heard
before discouraging reintroduction of traln
service,

Mr. Borden argued that most Via trains
only had two cars and they were 8590 per
cenl of capacity and they would have to add
a third car if they stopped at Acton. They
cloimed the system is short of equipment
and must borrow from the Windsor area
now Lo keep the trainsg running,

But their most ridiculous argument, said
the mayor, was that Acton and district peo-

@ already had good train service. All they
Eadtudnwas travel to Guelph and board the
train there.

If they were going to Toronto that meant
they would have to backtrack another 15
miles at considerable expense, noted Bon-
nette. “Abackward step if I ever saw one.”

“It's o shame we are 50 close to Metro
Toronto and still have no train service al-

theughtheraﬂsgnmrmghthehaannfﬁm '

lﬂﬂ 1 ]

It would take time Lo develop the
passenger service, acknowledged the
mayor, but the trend is to public transit and
it should be a matter of record for them that
most people in Acton could walk {o the train.
And then there’s the large area around Ae-
ton which would use Via Rail service es-
pecially to downtown Toronte which only
takes 50-55 minutes.

GO buses run frequently but it takes an
hour and 25 minutes to go to York Mills by
bus and then a further 25 minutes to get
downtown. Elderly people who travel lo
Toronto for medical service, {or instance,
are often confused by the changes and the
time it takes to get downtown. A train would
take them right to the heart of the city, a
service which Acton had for over a century.,

The committee noted there are 10-Via Ral
trains going through Acten each day, five

each way.
Via officials sald ing in Acton would
off the schedule, a

mean five minutes
disruption,

But they [ail to realize the riders are here
and efforts by Town officials to improve
facilities are hampered by the reluctance of
Via to cooperzle, the commitiee says. Their
only extra expense is to stop the train,” the
mayor maintained.

“We were disappointed,'’ the mayor sald,
“but we are not satisfied with the answers
they gave and we are going to continue

pressing for Via service. It's only right. Via

{s sup;med to provide service—and they

aren't
The local committee was bucyed by the
victory St. Mary's won in Lheir fight to keep

rail passenger service although the
residents there do not have the access Lo
downtown Toronto Aclon has but they can't
help but wonder why Cambridge, for in-
Lmtan:e which requested service has 5o far

Rnn:hmchﬂgedﬁlhtrﬂﬂcundmdd-
prices will soon persuade

rvice to 4

Her bahy trother, four-year-old Scott, is
also getting into the act. He has auditioned
for a part in a Snack ‘n Cake commercial.
His agent Is Tralnco, (o0, He's excited
about his first audition and Lthe possibility
of being on televislon.

Kelly is a Brownie in the first pack (her
mom's the “Tawny Owi"), she figure
skates and "enjoys playing baseball,
although her ts prevented her from
playing two weeks before the commerciai
was shot in case somelhing happened.
She's going into Grade four in the fall at
Robert Little School, and art is her
{avuorite subject.

She doesn’l talk about her modelling or
new career In commercials with her
friends at school, and no one ireats her
differently now Lhat she's going to be a
“star'’. She's just an average little girl,
says her mother.

She would like to make commercials full
time when she gets oul of school because
it's “fun.” The money she makes goes
“straight into the bank, but she says, ““ I[
get enough money I'm going Lo buy a new
house for my mom."
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Acton — for now
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Thousands of peopie enjoyed the annual
firelorks display at Prospect Park Monday
evening. Crowds lined the banks of Fairy
Lake and almost filled the park as Acton
Firefighters presented the display.

Donation to purchase the flreworks was
slow in arriving Lhis year so the fire-
fighters collected donations from the
crowds to belp delray expenses. .

Appreciative applause from the crowds

greeted extra special examples of pyro-
technics. Earlier the park was a scene of a

balloon landing which thrilled hundreds
| more,
A giant balloon huffing and ing like a

mediaeval dragon a over Fairy
Lake and gradually descended umtil it
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Balloen floats over lake and lsnds in the park.

Fireworks, big balloon
thrill large crowds

skimmed the water. There were four
people in the basket, spectators were
alarmed that the balloon was in trouble
and the basket occupanis would be un-
ceremonioiusly dunked in the middle of the
lake.

But the balloon master, Al Russell, was
just giving speclators a thrill.

Bearing the name of a well known soft
drink lirm, the glant balloon skimmed the
lake over to the Legion hall, hop scotched
over Lhe irees bordering the park and
descended on the soccer ficld. The balloon
and Lts occupants were soon surrounded by
spectators.

After s brief stop they took off again and
sailed over Acton lowards the east, talking
to people below on the sireetls.




