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pi by Pam Douglas

=zt Denise Dilbey survived. That’s how the 15
ith year-old Acton girl destribes the completion
~ nvof nine months in three different Canadian
- im cominunities through the Katimavik
| ' program,

;I Survival was o major accomplishment,
i ;i::tnr:la the odds were 50/ 50 and she almost
- didn't.

Lt  The group she was with had a lot to over-

+i1 come and six out of 12didnt manage to stick

1o it ot to the end. Two people dropped out

s+ after the first move from Abbotsford,

British Columbia to Fort Hope, Ontario.

27 Three dropped aut after the first month in

< 1 Port Hope.

1 Abbolslord is only a 45 minute drive from

‘s Vancouver. Fort Hope is a fly-in community

#ilal 700 people, 400 miles north of Thunder

»4 Bay., The culture shock was too much for

some people in the group. Denise was living

i in @ house with no central heating and some

J#i places didn’t have running water.

“It really shook us up,”” says Denise, “Ina
1t sense most of us got cabin fever. We couldn't

/1 go anywhere; 700 people is all you saw,

Wy "'l was ready to go home. There was no

sense of rewarding work. Picking up gar-
in hage in front of other people’s houses in not

b, fulfilling. it really degraded us,” she says,

She admits it was interesting,” but she

#»i wouldn't go back.

»i!  Her third and final stop put her right in the

in middle of the French English dilemma.
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Denise Dilbey spent nine months in different
parts of Canada on the Katimavik program.
The 19-year-old Aclon girl got back April 13.

Clair, New Brunswick is an all-Freach
community of approximately 1,700. Only one
of the remaining six Katimavik group spoke
French.

Working in a8 nursing home they sewed,
cocked, and baked for the elderly people,
but there wasn't a lot for the kids to do and,
“lhere was o communication problem,”
says Denise, , '

"“They didn't accept us the way we ex-

pected 1o be accepted. We felt that some of
them were rude to ug.”

She ran up agalnst even more of a
language barrier at the home for the elderd
where she began to work next. #

The group was in charge of setting up
recreation for the peopleliving in a home for
the aged.

“When they found out we were English
and they didn't want to do what we had st
up for them they would just say they didn't
understand,” says Denise.

The group wasn't being very elfective so
they were reassigned. They went to a kin-
dergarten classroom where they helped
teach the kids. Denise and cne other girl in
the Katimavik group had picked up some
French out of necessity. Denise was
bitleted by an all-French family.

- "We humans learn out of necessity,” she
concludes.

That statement almost sums up the whole
Katimavik program. Young people from
across Canada spend three months in three
different communities in Canada where
they do community work for $l-a-day plus
reom ond board. At the end of the nine
months they receive $1,000,

Denise and her feliow adventurers were
not in it for the money, so why did she want

_to chop wood, mend fences, and paint walls

{for nine manths?

“I believe once apportunity knocks, you
can't shut the door.""
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‘but she recommends the pro

She was flve months away from
graduating from Humber College’s Retall
Co-operative Marketing and Management
program and had a good job as a trainee
manager 8t K-mart when her sister Dineen,
who doe=n’t get back from the program until
July, brought home two application formas.
Denise filled one out and was accepted. So
she took it.

e says she leels she would have had
more responsibilities when she got out of
school and got o permanent job and she
wolwldn't have been able {o lenave as easily,

“There’s a whole world out there to see
and you have to lose something to gain
sormethimg, There has to be a sacrifice,”
she says.

Also, she wasn't sure what she wanted,
She thought Katimavik might be able to help
her figure it qut.

She is now working In a Japanese
restaurant in  Rexdale, "exercislng the
language she perfected during the year she
spent in Japan as a Fotary Qub cultural
exchange student two years ago.

The French she picked up in Clalr may
help her get a job teaching French and
English in a Quebec University. She applied
to Rimouski University and if she is offered
the job she'l take it. _

Besides boning up on her French she
learned a lot about nutrition through the
program. The group had to make their own
100 per cent whole wheat bread. Junk food

: Katimavik experiences jar Denise

gram

was discouraged.

She also learned a ot about herself and
other peaple.

“People thal you don't know are able to
point gut things that you're good at, that you
didn't know you were good at,”” she says,

They may point out a knack for drawing
that [riends and family didn't notice, she
8ays.

She found she had to amuse herseli o lot Lo
fill in the time she had at night when she
wasn't working.

“Sometimes everyone put their ideas
together to come up with something 1o do.”
she says.

The program fulfilled her in some ways.
She derived a lot of satisfaction outl of
figuring out for herself how to chop woodl,
ond learning how to bake bread; finding out
she can do things she didn't know she could
do before.

The program is for anyone with an apen
mind, she says. She recommends it highly
In fact, she liked it so much she plans 1o
apply in another year or two to go back as u
group leader.

The group operates as a family, and she
got close to a number of people. She made
close riends with whom she corresponds
and visits occasionally.

But it was just one of the many experi-
ences life has to offer Denise, and she's
eagerly looking forward to the next one,
whatever it might be,
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,q M the views expressed by the five Halton
., Liberal delegates sclected to vote at the
,; June party leadership convention are any
b indication of who the front runner is; then

o the raceis still wide open.

Y Four of them, Diane Wiszniowski, Wendy

vl MecLean, Willie Campos and Bill Smith ad-
" mitted they were overjoyed at being

selected over 13 other delegate hopefuls at
27 jast Friday night's meeting at Richview
ne Crolf Club but all remained undecided as to

27 who the new leader should be.

' =1 Only Barbara Sullivan made a choice. She
#1 is backing Jean Chretien but she is also
“r Chretien’s Ontario campaigh manager.

The five alternales were maore
: discriminating. Cindy Perras said she
e1 would vole for Chretien, while Jordan
ar Sullivan and Derck McLean gave nods to
s« John Turner.
¢ Angelo Serafini remained undecided and
1i- Kay Lawson was elected in absentia, be-
1i cause of illness,
10 None of the delegates have ever been
11 chosen to vole st a leadership convention
=3 previously. But that's hardly surprising
i Sihce 1968 was the last time the Liberals
1:-held one. :
11 The live delegates will be joined by three
ex-officio Liberals automatically chosen for
j, 1he convention, HFLA president Baonnie
¢ Brown, Senalor Ian Sinclair and Bill Perras,
r¢ Who unsuccessfully challenged Halton MP

-t Otto Jelinek in the last federal election.
~ The small turnout was an unexpected

shock to party organizers. Membership co-

3} ordinator Andy Middleburg, himself an

3 election runner-up, said 300 paid-in-full par-
3§ ty members were expected to turn out.

. 3 When only 180 showed, the proceedings

L

- were held back an hour in a vain attempt to
-
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augment the gathering.

*'Oh well, we still did better than our last
meeting durtng February's snowslorm,
when John Roberts showed up late,” he
said, chuckling.

That spirit of excitement seemed to buoy
the audience as the nominations began pour-
ing inabout 3 p.m,.

Each candidate was entitled to a two-
minute speech and they made the most of
it.

In a dramatic moment, candidate Walt

High speed
chase scatters
children

Halton regional police were involved in a
high-speed pursuit of a car that lorced two
school buses off the road and scattered
school children Friday.

A 29-year-old RR 2 Acton man is charged
with dangerous driving, driving without
insurance and driving a vehicle whose

" licence plate was token {rom ancther car.

Alter the car was seen driving north on the
Sixth Line Friday about 4 p.m.—I[n excess of
150 kilometres an hour—police gave chase,
puriting the car to the intersection of the
Sixth Line and Highway 7.

Police say the flecing car sped through at
least one intersection, forced two school bus
drivers to pull their wvehiclea onto the
shoulder and at one point sent disembarkin
students scurrying (o the roadside.

SPECIAL VALUE PACKAGE NO. 1

When you buy, cruise control and tilt steering,

YOu receaive a

FREE SUN ROOF
SAVE
$38600
SPECIAL VALUE PACKAGE NO. 2

When you buy * cruise control « tilt steering
* console and tinted glass

YOU RECEIVE

FREE AIR CONDITIONING
SAVE

* Liberals pick June delegation

Elliot declined his nomination to give his full
support to Ms, Lawson, who couldn't atten
the meeting. '

“She's warked tirelessly for the party all
these years and deserves our support in
this,"” he said and stepped down receiving a
great amount of cheering and approval.

Mr. Campos provided comlc relief as he
spent two minutes explaining his declsion to
step back and walch the leadership candid-
ates for a while.

"Rightist Liberals, . . make me sick,” he
said. “'Leftist Liberals. .. make me throw
up. I'll vote for the Liberal who's straight
down the middle with a capital L.”

By 11.30 p.m., the speeches were over, 170
ballots had been cast and the winners an-
nounced. Of the 13 runners-up, three had
been in favour of Mr. Chretien two backed
Mr. Turner and the rest were undecided.

Ms. Wiszniowskt said she thought the . S Rso coa L _ ;
Rose Krebs of the Acton area (right) buys a baby's toy from Jean Jackson at the tspringe

indecision, stemmed from the competency
of the seven leadership ecandidates, Mr.
Turner, Mr. Chretien, John Roberts, Mark
MacGuigan, John Munro, Don Johnston
nnd Eugene Whelan.

“They're all so good,” she sald, *'[ think
it's very difficult to make n choice and I'm
nal ruling any of them out.” She added she
would make her decision in a couple of
wieks.

But they ontics of one leadership hopeful
had Ms. McLean reverse a tentative deci-
sion to support him. :

“1 was concerned with John Turner's
change of mind on the Bill 101 language
rights issee,”’ she soid, *That has me con-
cerned and I'm now going to go to Qitawa
(June 14) and see all seven for myself."”

Mr. Smith said he was undecided but

£ " would go for the candidate who would best

defcat any Progressive Conservative

Knox Presbyterian Church rummage sale last Saturday.

House overlaps
settle with Town

The porch of the Clark home on Young St.
encroaches 1,58 feet over-the Town road
allowance, and has been that way for many
years,

The Clarks became aware of the malter
only this year when they had their property
surveyed.

Lawyer Gorden Chapman, speaking on
behalf of this client, asked the Town for an
agreement.

Halton Hills councll agreed to enter into

an agreement for a five year period for a fee
of $10 a year,

Hurry!!

TIME IS RUNNING out |}
GREAT DEALS ON
RANGER WHEELS

ENDS MAY 31, 1984
Only Four To Choose From .

114" long W.B.
Cloth interior
Halogen headlights
Double wall box
Dual mirrors

Radilal tires

Styled steal wheels
Rear stap bumper

OFFER ENDS MAY 21
COME MEET QUR STAFF
JiM BOWLES, PAUL TRATHEN,
PETER HOMER
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Youngblut
reappointed

Lorne Youngblut of Maria 81. will be peap
pointed to the Halton Housing Authority if
Ontario’s Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing has no ¢objections.

Youngblut'scurrent term on the Authority
expires at the end of July. Halton regional
council ~last week endorsed i recom-
mendation reappointing, him o the
Authorily for another: two years, as
Youngblu! himself requested.
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