Lawn care tips

forhome owners

Your lawn will be the envy of the neigh-
borhood with a little sensible and relatively
easy management, says Horticulturist Jack
Eggens, at the University of Guelph's horti-
cultural science department.

First, avoid mowing your lawn too short
because this causes the root system to
starve and become very shallow. Clip no
sharter than three centimetres to four centi-
metres (1.2 inches to 1.5 inches) in height.

For example, at a five cm (2 in.) mowing
height, Kentucky Bluegrass roots will nor-
mally be 25 cm to 30 cmn deep (10 in. to 12
in.); but they will be eight em to 10 ¢cm deep
(three in, to four in.) at a two cm (0.78 in.)
mowing height.

Mow the lawn weekly during rapld growth
and return clippings to the Iawnlumu.lch

Turfgrasses ‘are adequately fertilized
when thelr nitrogen-phosphorus-potassium
needs are supplied ina 41-2 ratio.

An established lawn should receive 1.5
kilograms to 2.0 kilograms of actual
nitregen per 100 square metres (three
pounds to four pounts per 1,000 square feet)
per growing season. This is supplied by ap-
plying eight kg to 10 kg (161bs to 20 Ibs) of a
. 20-5-10 fertilizer or nine kg to 12 kg (18 1bs to
24 1bs) of a 16-4-8 {ertilizer in early April,
mid-June and early September,

Expensive turf fertllizers contain nitrogen
El a slow release form to prevent foliar

\rm.

But inexpensive or “‘bargain” fertilizers
such as 7-7-7 can be successfully used if ap-
plied at a rate no higher than 14 kg of fer-
tiltzer per 100 square metres (28 lbs. per
1,000 sguare feet) per application and
watered into the soll immediately after
application, he says.

A well-maintained lawn needs supple.-

mental irrigation only during the June to

August period and then only at seven to 10
day intervals,

Apply about two ecm (0.78 in.) water per
application. Avoid light frequent sprink-
lings, particularly in the evening, because
this encourages weeds and increases the
turfgrass’s susceptibility to {ungal
diseases.

For broadleal weed conirel one of
several safe and effective herbicldes avail-
able at garden centres or hardware stores.

Most contain two ot three her-
bicides together to kil! all of the broadleaf
weeds, Proper application requires that the
weed is growing actively for rapld uplake of
U:eherhiclﬁ .

The peri te May through June and
September is the best time to spray but good
weed kiil without turf injury can be ebtained
at other times if the temperature i3 not
above 25 degrees Celsius (77 degrees
Fahrenheit).

Annual grass weeds such as crabgrass
and annual are best controlied
with a pre-emergence herbiclde applied in
late April, hesays

anyhenppliedulsmyﬂln
granular form or applied as a fertilizer-her-
bicide combination with the first fertilizer

application in the spring.

6 plan Sproutts uds
0 t potatoex y, simply cut a
Inrgepotaluinhnlf allow the surface to dry
nt&mﬂmth&iﬁm inches)
doep S‘pruuu devel a week In
ertile sall, ﬂllnwthetopstndianf[
and then dig up the tubers and store in a
mul,dryp!ar:e.

~ Dolt Now
Don't walt {for frost-[ree weather {o atart

your fiower garden, Many bedding plants,
such as sweel alyssum, pansies, snap-

dragons, calendulas thrive in cooler
temperatures, '

Perennial grass weeds are difficult to con-
trol because there are no available her-

bicides which will selectively remove

perennial grass weeds from a home lawn.

Send the weed to the University of Guelph
for identification and directions on the cor-
rect contol procedure,

The hairy chinch bug can damage [awns
during July and August. Early symptoms
are olten mistaken for drought stress, Apply
an insecticide in mid-July and again in early
August. if necessary, to control this pest.

Thick layers of dead turf above the soil
surface, or thalch, is sometimes a problem
on lawns four to six years old. Thatch
development is caused by poor soil aeration
and excessive turf growth.

Reduce the amount of nitrogen and waler
supplied and if neccessary, physically
remove the dead turf in September using a
vertical mower,
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DESIGNER GARDEN — Devign your vegetable garden this year with an eye to its beauty.
Form, size, colar snd texture are the prominent design qualities present in every plant. Look
at the leal eolor and try 10 arrange interesting combinations which will stop the eye; here, the

leal ettiee adda color and texture variety.

. Pinch Back

Pinch back the blooms in geraniums and
coleus, says Tony . Hogevorst, rural
organizations co<ordinator {(Horticulture)
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with the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture and
Food's rural organizations and services
branch. Your plants will then branch out
and the folinge will double its size within a

lew weeks.
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It’s our biggest sale of the
year with great dealsona
wlde selectlon of quality
John Deere products. Save
up to $800 off our regular
selling price on a new John
Deere Lawn and Garden

Tractor, up to $113 offriding
mowers, $65 off high pres-
sure washers, $45 off walk
behind mowers and much,
much more! Drop In today—
these special offers are for a
limlted-time only.

OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAYBA.M.-5P.M. OPEN SATURDAY TILL. NOON

w0 Country Mart w..
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