Don’t discard clippings
—make a compost pile

Don't throw away those grass clippings,
~ and potale peélings. Make a compost pile;
your garden will love you for it,

Sotl {from a compost pile is exceedingly
high in humus content and rich in plant
nutrients, :

Use it as a top dressing for lawns or im-
prove the soil texture In your Mower and
ve?etable gardens. Compost is also valy-
able as potling soil for houseplants and in
the p ation of sced flals.

Building a compaost pile i3 simple, says
Mike Bladon of the Universily of Guelph's
Erounds department.

Choose a partially shaded location to
maintain a more even of moisture in
the compost pile and protect from the
coldest winds.

Moat important, chose o site that is easily
nocessible; not much household waste is go-
ing to be composted if you have to walk
throtigh wet grags or climb a anowbank.

Be sure the locatlon is well drained. On a
waterlogged site, a different type of
decompesition can take place that causes
foul-smelling gases. Dig the area over well
or pave it with patio siabs spaced to leave
dralnage channels. -

You can construct a wooden container or
bulld your compost pile of a convenient,
workable gize, about 122 centimetres to 183
centimetres ([our to six feet) wide, and 81
cm to 122 cm (three ft. to four ft.) high and
of any desired length. .

Use a coarse matenial such as inverted
sod or weed stalks at the base, Then alter-
nate layers of organie refuse and soil. Al-
most any organic material, including
animal manure I avallable, can be used.
Avold very woody materials and diseased

such an extent that it is
excellent humus in three to four months.
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Drainage channels

Make the top of the pile concave to catch
as much rain as possible. If you use dry
malerials such as hay or straw, soak the
pile thoroughly as you are building the plle.

Occasionally add a sprinkling of ground
limestone {available at garden centres) to
the pile as you build it to reduce acid condi-
tions which can impede decormnposition.

Keep the compost moist but net wet. Once
a month, turn the pile, rebuilding 5o that the
m.iter portlon iz placed in the centre of the
pile. f |

Breakdown of organic matter occurs as
the heat in the pile increases from zerp
degrees Celsius to 35 Celsiug (32
degrees Fahrenheit to 95 degrees
Fahrenheit).

During winter months cover the pile with
clear plastic to allow sunlight to heat the
pile and prolong decomposition. Remove
plastic oceasionally to allow air into the
compost pile. :

Time required to convert raw organic
materials info a good humus suitable for
garden use depends on a number of factors,
such as climatic conditions, moisture con-
tent of the pile, type and size of materials us-
ed and whether or not a commercial ac-
tivator tospeed decomposition is used,

Bacterial action Is more rapid in warm
climates than in colder regions, green
muterials decompose more rapidly than
more woody materials and smaller
materials break down faster than larger

T Ones.

Use of some commercial activalors can
also speed the process of decompuosition to
possible to obtain an

These are available at locel gardening cen-

Fresh-material

Slightly decomposed

Partly decomposed

Nearly decnmpnséd

Patio slabs or well
drained soil

Win lawn weed battle

Win the weed battle in your lawn this year

-through good lawn management, says
Horticulturist Jack Eggen of the Universi-
ty of Guelph's horticultural science
department.

Most weed seeds require light for
germination. In a thick iawn insufficient

. light at the soil level prevents or reduces
weed seed germination,

To produce a thick lawn, avoid mowing
lower than four centimetres to five centi-
méetres in height (1.5 inches to two inches).
Mow every six to eight days during good
growing weather and return the clippings to
the lawn to mulch.

Apply a 4-1-2 ratio fertilizer at the rate of
1.5 kilogramas to 2.0 kilograms nitrogen per
100 square metres per growihg seasgn
{thre¢ pounds to four pounds per 1,000
square {eet), |

Apply about two cm (0.78 in.) of water at
seven to 10 days, Avold sprinkling the lawn
because this provides a molst seed bed for
weed germination,

To kill weeds effectly, they must be ac-
tively growing so that the herbicide is taken

"up quickly. Herbicides shounld not be

applied during drought or high temperature
stress.

Most broadleafl weeds can be selectively
removed with post-emergence herbicides.
Dandelion and plaintain are killed by 2,4-D.
Mecoprop 13 effective for controlling clover
and black medic; Diacamba will control 2, 4-
D-resistant weeds such as prostrate knot-
weed.

Oftern two or three herbicides are includ-
ed log?lher to provide broad spectrum weed
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"GIVE YOUR HOME A FACELIFT

We do » decorative window bars
= wrought fron rallings
s porch cotumns & room dividers
¢ custom ornamenial work
« install & replace vinyl top raillngs

* rgal ealate sign holders
* cusliom plant hangers

Alsher Welding Ltd.

WELOING & CUSTOM FABRICATION
55 Sinclair Ave., Georgelown

Unie 17 ‘

For FREE ESTIMATE Call: 877-0887 or 8764422
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For axtrg gardan pawear wharp
A0 oxtersyon cord does not reach
oF where It i3 inCoveniont 1o use
urg, 1he Woed Eator XA geasdding
powerdd modets ara the kiaal chows.
-Weoad Eater gasoine powerad models am
838y 10 etart, sasy to handle and the powsrhaad
= cin be used to gpeite four attachments. Tha
lrwn adger with mn adjusiable eytiing dopth,
The tillavetes for weoding and hosirg
around and under shrube, for
Acawrer bads and blanding ferlitizers. The
iy blower for quick and sesy clean-ups -
variehla wind powes In aucezs of
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