Stingers scoop bronze
in Can-Am tournament

A local hockey club has returned {from the

Can Am Invitational Towrnament with a

bronze medal. :

The Acton Stingers, {rom the Erin Nen
Contact League, travelled to Lake Placld
New York for the tournament and competed
against teams from Willowdale, Frankford,
Forest, and Mlssissauga.

The Stingers opened Lhe “B" division of

the tournament ageinst Mississauga and in
. a game that remained close for & 52 win,

Game two saw the local squad pitled
againgt the Wellington Warriors f{rom
Willowdale and again the Stingers found
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- From stickboy to trainer,
- Acton man loves sports

professional teams have universily degrees

Rarting as a stick boy with the Aclon
Sabres eight years ago Jonn Thompeon had
no |dea that the job would grow into a year
round pastime.

In the winter months Thompson s a
tralper for the Acton Sabres hockey team
«nd during the sunmer months the 24-year-
old Acton man is busy with the Fergus
Thistles Senlor A Lacrosse team,

Despite the fact that Thompson doesn't
play any sports himsel!, he laves to be close
to the action and as a irainer he can't get
much closer without being right in the
game,

Between the two sports, hockey and
Iscrosse, Thompson said he prefers belng =
“tralner with the Thistles.

"It's a much more exciting sport becase
it's fast, hard-hitting and the players tend to
be tougher in lscrosse than they are in
hockey,” Thompson noted.

“There are a fot of similarities between
the two sports,’” continued Thompeon, *‘and
I'm able to apply some of the same
techniques in both games.

Thowmpson (s the first to arrive and the last
{o leave a game and to get ready he begina
by setling up his liniments, bandages, and
_tape. When the players arrive, he begins to
: wrap charley horses, tape ankles and get the
* slightly injured players flxed up 30 they can

mmmhmwm .

" vTyn not a doctor,” admitted Thompson
* “I'm more of whit could be
five Gheragit”

called a preven-

. stiff competition. It wasn't unti] the last

minutes of the game that Wellington opened
the scoring gap and by then it was too late
far the Stingers who succumbed Lo their op-
ponents 41, :

In round three the Frankford team found
themselves facing the Stingers and in
another exciting match that wasn't decided
until the final minutes the Frankford team
pulled ahead for a 42 win. T

The final match was set Saturday night
with the Stingers (acing the Grand Bend
Colonials from Forest. The Stingers went
into the game skating hard and going into

the second period the Acton squad wuugrlﬁ-
. However, the Forest team returned
moments later and tied the match 1-1, The
tally remained 1-1 until the 14 minute mark
in the final frame when the

smashed in the final goal of the game to win
the bronze medal.,

Team members of the Acton Stingers are
Evan Hayter, Steve Marshall, Rick Smith,
Elmer Dunn, Ken Sianey, Bruce McPher-
son, Eric Strokov, Rick Wells, Bob Jarrett,
Al BSchrepf, Steve Townsley,
Koprowski, Roy Leard, Blll Fisher, Bucky
Harnden, John Case, Stan Pawlok and
coaches Ray Graham and Dennis Harnden.

Members of the Fergus Thistles Lacrosse team practice at the
Acton Arena Tuesday and Thursday nights (o get in shape for the
uncoming season. Acton resident John Thompson is the tralner with  seasons, especially at play-off time for the
the lacrosse squad and he's also been a tralner with the Acton Town of Halton Hills employee and Actom
Babres Hockey Club for the past eight yearr,

in kiosesiclogy and years of tralning
Thompaon {eels that the actual hands on
{raining and experience that he's had over
the past eight years has taught him nearly

. as much.

As well he's taken numerous weekend

P D
with the latest developm
f[leld end Thompson has his St
Ambulance certificates.
Aflter & game L3 gver Thompson checks out
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Ron McKnight is known throughout Halion Hills for his love of the Montreal Canadiens. Lagt -
weekend he got a rare opportonity when NHL referee Bryan Lewls of Georgetown invited
him to attend games three and foar [ the ‘Battle of Quebec’'. He gol (o see another side 'Y
the NHL and see his favorite team split with the Nordigues before clalming an e'.rtntu.h

Canadiens fan McKnig
sees series first hand

For the past three hockey seasons, Halton
Hills resident and Montreal Canadiens

B fan Ron McKnight has been very
qﬁg.mﬁhnvebﬂmmmgbochy

resident.

This year & sudden turn of events and
surprising success has Ron zmiling again,
especially thoughta of last weekend,

- [t was atypical weekend for McKnight. Or
at Jeast he thought it would be as he
pcepared himself to sit in front of the
telavision and walch his {avorite team in
games three and four of the “Baitle of
Quebec.' Ron never got the opportunity to
sec A minute.of the gama on the tube. He

Lewis had a few surprises in store for
McKnight, a cerebral palsy victim. On the
Sunday morning Lewis made arrangements
with NHL s John McCauley lor
Ron to fly with Bryan o Montreal to {ake in
the games in person.

It was something Ron will never forget!

“It was a spur of the moment thing,"”
admitted McKnight on Wednesday, stiliona
high from the trip,"” Bryan ed Sunday
morning and asked if I would like to Pu."

By 2 pan. that afternoon Ron and referee
Lewls were winging their way to Montreal
for the Stanley Cup playofls. Ron had been

| to the Forum before to watch his team but

John Thompson, a tralser for both lacrosse
and hockey is at the Acton arena Tuesday
and Tharsday nights with the Fergus
Thistles.

Injuries in lacrosse tended to be much
worse, than in hockey, commented
Thompson, but there also seem to be fewer
Infurles.

“I go into each game hoping that nothing
will happen to any of the players," Thomp-
son sald, “but if injuries do octur then I'm
there to make sure that the inhured man
wint suffer (urther harm and to give
prediminary first ald and get medical heip if
ﬂﬂ i

staying on as trainer for the Thistles and
wilh the coming season he'll be travelling (o
the Ploneer cup games In British Columbia
where hia team will compete against New
Westminister, Victoria and Nanaimo,
Thompmon also sald he'd like to be back
with the Sabres again next year as well.
- While his title is “trainer,” Thompeon
said he really doesn't do any with
the players becaine the training ts weually
left up to the coaching staff and why be and
his peers are called trainers is a mywtery to

executive
m?ri:ﬂgia:htMleﬂ
Brisn Furrell is the pew

m‘nﬂﬁdrﬁuﬂm will rernxin a0 2
director.

mnﬁﬂum-ummm

. September sald Herison.

For the future Thompson sald hell be

never during a crucial series.

It was like a dream for McKnight, ‘Christ-
mas all over again.’ He got the opportunity
to meet with the entire NHL staff working
the series and hed conversations with the
‘Hockey Night In Canada’ crew on more
than one occasion,

Before Sunday’s game three Ron had an
opportunity to meet Quebec coach Michel
Bergeron, announcer Bob Cole and Mickey
Redmond along, with Ralph Mellanby, the
executive producer of Hockey Night in
Canada, and aiso Georgetown linesmen Ron
Finn and Leon Stickle as well &s game three
referee Kerry Fraser.

Ron was thrilled with the game that night,
a 21 Canadien win, helped meke a
memorable trip even more worthwhile.

Following the contest on the ice Ron and
Bryan returned to the hotel to Ron's room
where he entertalned the NHL officiating
staff. Lewis, McCauley, Fraser, and stand-
by official Terry Gregson all went Lo Ron's
room following the game.
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On Monday, McKnight got a flrst hﬂlld
look at how the NHL officials operate. Affer
breakfast in Lewis' room with the Mumty

t game crew it was on to the Forum for
McKnight and the officlals. The offjeidls
held a pre-game meeting while Ron took ghe
chance to sight see around the Forum with
Sean and Shannon Finn, sen of Georgetlo
linesman Ron Finn, who also made m&trg

During the afternooa Ron had a chanceito
renew some old &c tances
linesman Leon Stickle, a former Miln
resident and spent time chatting with
Mickey Redmond and Terry Gregson>=-=

Travelling with the officials meant Ron
had to be at the rink early but that didn't
peemn to bother him. He got the opportunily
adlen
ansistant coach Jaques Laperierre and Dick
Irvine along with Jean Beliveau while
waiting for the game to get underway,

With Georgetown's Lewis calling the shota

‘the Canadiens went down to a 4-3 overtime

loss. While that disappointed McKnigiht it
wasn't going to ruin a great weekend. "It
was a game to watch,"” admitted Ron,
“and the fans sure got their money's wor-
m £ 2 ]

After the Monday game they saw a few
sights. With Lewis at the helm of his wheel-
chalr they took in a few Montreal hot spots,
stopping at oneof the referees’ favorites, the
Blue Angel, and then had a snack at Ben's
Restaurant.

‘The pair caught an early flight back to
Toronto on Tuesday morning and just in
time for McKnight. Ron had taken the week
off work to do some visiting and take in the
Blue Jays home opener, |

Ron was a Iative of the efforls of
Lewins, McCauley and the other NHL of-
ﬂidigh who made the trip possible and ex-
citing. ;

'*ﬁ‘::w many people would take the time to
set something like this up?” questioned Hon,
“it makes me feel good that he (Lewis}
thinks enough of me as a friend to do that.
They made me feel at home In a strange
city. They made me feel like one of the
fellas,” he added, “and they were great
games to boot.”

McKnight was awed by the opportunity to
get a behind the scenes look at the NHL,
“I'm grateful," stated Ron, *'It's something
I} never forget. .

“To quote & TV series,'’ says Ron, "It was
a Thrill of a Lifetime."”

Industrial ball starts Sunday

There are still a couple of teama lmt‘:l::ﬁ
for players as the Acton Indusirial Base
league gets ready to kick off thelr season
this Sunday at 9 am.

The league, which was formed seven
years ago, hab seven leams this season. Last
year there were 10 teams.

Teams this year are Canadlan Tire
managed by BIR Gillies; Acton Royals
managed by Ian Campbell; Roadnmners

managed by Dave Black; Acton Furniture

: Fread Constru-

The teams are i {he same a9 last

year sald spokesman for the league, Bl
Routledge. They are nntlciﬂaung a good
season because more of the (eams are
evenly matched. Last year, aaid Routledge,
there were {our teams that were preity close
all season with two teams on the bottom and
two teams right on top.

This year there should be six or eeven
teams evenly matched Routledge sald.

The Industrial League has booked one
weekend toirnament at Prospect Park for

ber 1, 2 and 3 and they will invita 24
teams for Lthe slow plich tourney.

The executives for the Indusirini Lexgoe
this year are Ron McKnight, President, Gus
JefIries, Vice President, Bruce McPherson,

, and Dave Allen Treasurer.

Routledge also said that any rained oul

game will likely be played in Limehouse.

Ladies’ ball starts May 6

The 1984 zeason for the Harvey's
Firestone Ladies Fastball Is ready to rell.
According to Sue Poulsen, of the
team, try-outs will be held this y ot

Prospect Park and the seascn opener will be

Mazy 8.
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last year and hopefully this year they
%Tmm'mm and we b

; 8 year we na
several {eam members returming this
so we have some experienced players.

“Tournamenis have I:? schedided
pﬁﬂm.m-m Eiﬂlﬂ “ !
year,” continued Poulsen, “‘and we
looking at severs! other competitions
well,”

Esch team member has-{c pay a 12

The coaches this year are Slan Clark ar




