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3 LICENCED MECHANICS TO $=
SERVE YOU BETTER.

* Ted Saitz* Dave Wilson

¢ Gord Ramsden -

“If your car
is four years
old, replace

. the hoses.

No matter
how they
look”
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lends a helping hand (o Loals ahd Mike of A
master Transmisslons—the two businesses operate out of the same location with advan-

tages.

The romance ofrag tops

| . Cruislng down a cotmtry road on warm

summer night with the top down I3 one
appeal of the convertible.

Convertibles all but disappeared from the
auto scene in the mid "70s as carmarkers
foresaw & threat of a roll-over-protection
safety standard that would have -made
convertibles unattractive and una

to buyers. When the regulation

d not

materialize, convertible versions of the new
body styles already had been phased out of

the carmakers' plans.

CONTINUES WITH

‘GUARANTEED FIRST

CLASS SERVICE

vertible’a top mechanism, the back seat {s
narrower than that of 2 sedan. In addition,
the rear-seat back often is moved forward.
and made more upright, while the rear-seat
cusion is shorter, front to rear. Rearseat
side windows are frequently not offered in
today's convertibles. Check out thess
features when shopning. _
Top durabillty has been greatly improved
by modern materials that make the old ‘rag
top” nickname Inappropriate. With minima?

- care and normal wear and tear, top life of

With the return of the convertible comes a
reawakening of the recently suppressed
urge to take a drive just for the of a
drive. The joy ride and the pleasure of the
driving experlence itzelf are back, ;
sounds and amells that are blocked out by
the metal roof in a sedan become part of the
convertible experience for drivers and

passengers alike,

Convertibles are attention-getters, To be
able to enjoy a convertible, you must
sacrifice your anenymity. When you drive a
convertible, if your car’s lnterior is messy,
if youtry to beat a stoplight, or if you are not
wearing a seat belt, it will be much more
obvious to other drivers,

Despite {ta pleasures convertible motor-
ing has its drawbacks, During driving over
rough roads, it is common for the steering
column to ghake. The shaking occurs be-
couse there is a loss of body and chasis
rigidity- when the metal roof is eliminated
from the car.

. Back-seat comfort, too, always suffers in
& convertible, To accommodate the con-

eight years or more can be realized.

Plastic rear windwos in convertibles tend
to discolor eventunlly and need to be re-
placed periodically. Atwo-year life for these
windows is not untsual in cars that always
are parked outdoors, A zip-open rear win-
dow can be replaced more easlly than an
Integral window. Glass rear windows are
fitted in some convertibles. They are more
desireble than plastic. Ica scrapers and
autematic car washes can damege plastic
rear windows.

Socner or later, when you own & convert-
ible, you get caught In the rain with the top
down. Oni the highway where stops are in-

frequent, the best recommendation some-.

fimes Eim i:eepth Tl:ma If you chntﬂu ym:
spetd wisely, the air pagsing over the wind-
shield will keep most of the rain out of the
triver's compartment,

To enjoy a convertible to its fullest, the
Hamilton Autornobile Club says you must be
part adventurer and part extrovert. A
healthy sense of himor does not hurt, either.
A special motoring experlence awalts you
when you dare to own a convertible,
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