Stewartiown teacher Jim Ridley was named Canzdian Amatewr
Baseball’'s Manager of the Year in 1963 alter lesding the
Cassdian Janlors {o & broaze medal at the World Youth Friend-

ship Games. Ridiey can be seea Tront row and centre sor-
rounded by his players in the team photograph. '

looking for talent

by Robin Inscoe
For most summer sports fanatics
this time of year marks a time lo
think about what might happen
during the summer but for Jim
Ridiey it is a time to begin work on
what he hopes will be a world

championship for Canada,
For ten months of the year the ten
year Stewartlown school leacher

Aand Milton resident works hard

teaching students the finer points of
baskeibgll, volleyball or whatever
sport he might be teaching in his
gym classes,

But, If a teacher life isn't hectic
enough, Jim works just as hard on
weekends, evenings and two months
in the summer as a Canadlan scout
for the Toronto Blue Jaysand also as
the manager of the Canadian Youth
{under 18} Baseball team. =

Since the Jays' Ineeption in the
1977 season Jim Hidley has worked
for Canadian Scouting Director Bob
Prentise and the Jays searching
throughout Ontario and Canada for
possible Major League talent.

Now, managing the Canadlan
Youth Team at the World Cham-
pionships has been added (o his busy
schedule, In his firat year with the
team, he led them to a hronze medal,
a (irst ever for Canada, at the Warld
Friendship Youth Games in Johns-
town, Peansylvania.

fror his efforts on behal! of the
country Ridley was named Canada’s
#mleur Baseball Manager of the

ear.

* Jim Ridley began his baseball
career in the Western City Ball
League in Toronto and was scouted
by no leas than seven Major League
teams including the Milwaukee
Braves, Detreit Tigers, New York
Mets, Cincinnati Reds, Kansas Cily
Athietles, Chicago Whits Sox and the
New York Yankees.

In 1962 Ridley signed a contract
with the Milwautkee Braves even
though he wasn't yet the legal age of
21. Jim Fanning was the number one
scout with the Braves at that time,
Ridley remembers ‘‘and my parents
liked Jim.” At that time Bob

' Prentise was with the Detrolt Tigers
and Ridley turned him down.

From 196265 Ridley played ‘A’
class ball In the Braves organiza-

tion. He made stops at Binghamton,
Greenaville, Wayeross, and
Sarasota In the rookie league. it was
in Sarasota that he was teamed in
the outfield with Cito Gaeston and
Carl Morton. “I'm the one that
didn't make the major leagues,™
adds Jim.

That may be why he is interested
in helping the Canadian kids make it
to the big time in baseball, “I'd like
to see a Canadian have a career in

; the majors,” admits Jim, “that’s
why I do what I do.”
After the 1965 season Ridley

returned to Canada and played for
five years in Quebec before coming
to Ontarlo. In 1972 he started
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teaching at Stewarttown and joined
the Toronto Maple Lesls.

For the next couple of seasons he
was the playing-manager with the
Stratford Kraven's inits and in 1873
managed the Guelph Forums.

Ridley recalls, *‘We made it to the
finals in all four years and {inished
first three times." He adds, "We
won the championship twice."”

As a player Ridley described his
bat aa his forte clalming a couple of
batting titles along the-way.

It was 1973 that Ridley got in-
volved in scouting acting as a sub-
scout for Prentise and the Detroit
Tigers. When Prentise jolned the
Jays in "76 Jim wasn't far behind.

His job with the Jays is that of a
Southern Ontario Niagara Regilon
and speecial assignment scout.

Last year Rlidley took in the
Canadian Midget and Junlor ¢champ-
ionships in Monclon and Three
Rivers checking for talented players
that may be posaibles for the Blue
Jay organization.

In the summers of 1878 to 198D
Ridley had the opportunity to ride
the buses {n Western Canada as &
coach with the Medicine Hat Bilue
Joys. ..

He joined Lhe team immedlotely
following the school year and
returned to Stewarttown with o day
or Lwo to spare. Not much time for 2
holiday.

In Medicine Hat Ridley had the
opportunity to work with such
names &s Lloyd Moseby, Glno
Petrelli and Dave GShipanoff, a
Canadian pitcher the Jays hav
signed. -

His experience as a scout paid
dividends last year when the Jays
lent his services to the Canadian
Amateur Baseball Assoclation to
manage ihe under 18 youth team at
the world championships. The result
was Canada's first ever medal In
world play.

Ridley had the chance to mix beth
his scouting and managing talents in
selecting last year's Canadian team.
Ridley had several of the best under
18's in Canada sent to him from the
ten provinces and it was his choice
2 to which of the 43 in camp would
wear the red and white of thelr

country. .

Those he selected paid off. -

From June 28 to the end of July
last year Ridley worked with the
group of players he had selected to
the :enm with the championships the
goal.

it was a successful tourney for
Canada as they finished the elght

team round robin event with a 61 -

record and In a three way tie for top
spot. :
They lost to Talwan and the United
States in the play-olfs and finished
with the bronze.

The highlight of the tourney for
Ridley was a thrilling 54 win over
the United States in round robin
play, It was the greatest game I've
been to in my life,” admitted Ridley.
He recalls, "It was Saturday, July 9,
my birthday. After two innings we
were down 4-0 and after six we were

1 still down 4-1." He adds “'In the top

of the seventh wilth two out it was
still 41 (seven inning games), Two
walks and a single brought Canada,
to within two and Soo™ Greyhound
and Quebec Nordiques drafl choice,
Wayne Groulx of Welland, capped
off the win."” Ridley remembers.”
He hit it so far llostitintheclouda, a
;15? foot homer that was six inches

r." : .

Groulx was the obvicus hero for
Canada as he came on to pilch in the
boitoin of the seventh.

After the game the (eam
presented Jim with a birthday cake
to celebrate the occasion. They had
already given him his present.

The Canadian side went on th beat
Columbia 53, Holland 6-2, Korea 7-2,
Ausiralia 121 and Panama 2449,
lesing only to Tlawan 13-3.

According to Ridley, his Canadian
contingent had the best bats in the
tourney but were weak defensively
and competed with fair to average

pitching.
This season Ridley will once again

he at the helm as he looks for even
better results. He has his priorities
set and while he will attempt to
improve the team on the fleld he is
hoping to have as much fun as he did
last year,

“I had a ball,” admiited the
Stewarttown {eacher, “'I loved being
on the field.""

In an effort to get a better look at
the available tolent this year Jim is
hoping to make trips from province
to province on weekends in May and
June lo do some scouting work
before the camp begins In Kin-
dersley, Saskatchewan at the end of
June. The team will stay there tll
the world champlonships have been
completed at the end of July and
then it will be back to the business at
hend for the Blue Jay scout. He'll
spend August asttending National
finals, possibly locking for [future
major leaguers or national youth
team members,

"1 had a taste of it last year,”
admilted Ridley, "Canada’s hosting
this yesr and I wapt to (finish
higher.” That will be tough. Cuba
will once agaln compete and are
always strong. .

While the Jays got Jim Into the
Canadlan team Ridley takes greal
pride in the team and the uniform he
wore last year and will wear this
time out.

“I'm trained to identify talent,”
states Jim, “And if I find some 1'd
recommend it to the Jays but I'm
here for Canada, not just the Jays.”

Jim Ridley is a dedicated ball man
with his talents aimed at preducing
the best possible players he can In

Canada and he couldn't do it without |

the support of his wife Penny and
daughter Shannon, 7, or twin boys
Jeremy and Shayne, 8. .

Last season Penny travelled with
Jim to offer her support and the

family will do the same this year in

Kindersley. “She understands,”
clatms Jim. “Baseball’s my thing."

As for the future, Jim isn’t sure
what's in store. “I'd ltke lo sce ball
in the Olympics,” admitted the
bronze medal manager. “And I'd
like to be part of it." He doesn't
know if he'll remain as a scout or &
conch In the Jays system or if he'll
remain with the Tanadian teams,

s of where Jim Ridley -

ends up, you can het that he'l]l be
assessing talent for a long time and
putting something back into the
game even if it is coachihg at a
house league level,

One gets the impression from
talking with him that he's hoping
that some Capadian kid can learn
from his experience apd make a
carcer for himself in the ‘Big
Leagues,”

He remembers Sarasota. "He's
the one that didn't make the
majors.” He’s hoping his scouling
and teaching will give somebody
else Lhat break.
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Leemington won the champlonship trophy at the Centennlal Atom toernament heid In town
this week. Leemington was pitted against the Nellls Construction Major Atoms in the {inal
match and Leomingion came oat on top 2-0.

Jim Ridley’s always I
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" CREDIT RIVER BOAT CO.

The light touch
“ALL.YOUR
LIGHTING &

ELECTRICAL

NEEDS UNDER
ONE ROOF”

¥ GERRIE ELECTRIC

Lighting Centre
8772264 poum ;_
g 317 ARMSTRONG AVE. Twesdey  $40 :
M GEORGETOWN  Vobweany $430 - . | 'l‘
e 5% | LIMEHOUSE MINOR SPORTS

* Dorvel Boats * Cannih

* Mark Twom Boats * Storage

+ SestCwrom NORVAL
* Scont

* EZ Load Traders

st 846-5000
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BALL REGISTRATION

AT

JIM CRITCHELL

Wo at Coplto! Ford Seles ore pleased to
announcs that Jim Critchall hos joined our.
highty successful ataf! bringing with him over

_thirtesn years of dadicated, professional ssles

and service expariance, Jih joned us so that

ho could battor serve his customerns and frisnds
trom our modemn, well oquippod facilities. Jim
invites you to soo him whatever your vohicla

or gervice neada are. Welcome aboard Jiml

CAPITAL FORD

SALES LSWITED
Hwy. No. 7, Georgetown

| -“Your Best Deal. . . is a Capital Deal”

- 87146928

LIMEHDUSE HALL
MARCH 24, 1884

11:00 a.m. to 2200 p.m.

/7 AGE: BOYSANDGIRLSATO 18

FEE: $20.00 PER PLAYER
$36.00 PER FAMILY T-asll sxciuded
$10.00 T-BALL tahirt In yours to hess!

LATE REGISTRATION FEEWILLBE
#5090 EXTRA PEA PLAYIR

LADIES 15 YRS. & OLDER
ENTER INDIVIDUALLY
ORAS ATEAM

REGISTRATION

Saturday, Merch 24th, 1884
10 am-1Tam :
Cadarvele Commumity Cantra

First coma first sarved for individual and team entrants. Maximum
§ Team Entranta/120 Ladies.

EELF

“TEAM ENTRANTS — Porson rugistering for taam must have list of §
players (up to 18 peopl) complets with names, addiossos, phons |-
numbers, birth date gand ladies sweater size.

Sy Sharaieg Gomwan Tirieey o 3ok, 15 e Lang W solde.
Eor more information call 873-1168, §77-3764, §77-2082 -
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