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Did you know that Cana-
dians now pay a whopping
40 per cent of the money
they earn in taxes, either
up-front of hidden? That
figure includes income Llax,
customs duties, federal
sales tax, property tax and
capital gaing tax as well as
a lot of the money spent on
lottery tickets, bingo and
even speeding and parking
tickets, a few of the gavern-

ment fund raisers.

According to the Cana-
Federation of

pre-

cheating which could
amount to about $50-billion
in untaxed income.

How is it done? By paying
for services in cold, hard
cash. There are no records
for the collector to trace
and the result is those who
use that method of beating
the taxman leave it up to
their fellow Canadians to

Dreams

Back when Ontario Hydro
was paving the way for its
500 kv corridor through
Halton Hills it was loudly
trumpeted that we were on
the threshold of bold new
initiatives. The result would
be great benefits for power
consumers in Ontario. It
was suggested costs for
power would stay well with-
_in the purchasing power of
" even the hard preased con-
sumer.,

But the f{forecasts of
golden days ahead proved
to be dreams. A nightmare
might be a better descrip-
tion. Consumers already

- faced with large bills found
' power costs increased each
. year and the golden age of
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1. electricity was fast fading.

Each year Hydro forecast
. greater costs and demand-
¢ ed more revenue, exceeding

; inflation by leapa and
bounds.
Ontario Hydro now

acknowledges it got caught
in the recession trap and
demand for power was far
below their expectations,

But it never seemed to slow
+ down their expansion, Even
during those tumuituous
days when the local Inter-.
ested Citizens’ Group pro-
claimed that Hydro was
overbuilding their empire
and officials of the giant
utility refused to face the

Newcastle resident warns ‘against market-value

Dear Sir,

The Town of Newcastle Rate-
payers' Association in the Region
of Durham has an urgent message
for ali property owners in the area

by your newspaper, Qur
Association is currently engaged in
a Tocal fight against skyrocketing
property iaxes and Inequitable
property assessments.

Ten years ago our peaceful

commumily was thrust into reglon-
al government. Subsequently ocur

new Lown council was convinced by

provincial clvil servants o be one .

of the first communities to experi-
meatl with market-value property
assessment, The Ontario Minlstry
of Revenue has repeatedly
suggested that the market-value
ABSLEEM ER] procedure  would

" property assesaments.
Infact each time a reasseszment is
now performed in our community

mﬂumm:yrﬂmmmum

Underground money

make up the shortfall. -

Why do normally
upstanding waitresses and
waiters accept the risk of
heavy penalties when they
don't report all their tips?
Why do plumbers, carpen-
ters, mechanies, and other
tradespeople who moon-
light at after-hour jobs not
report their additional
cash?

Is it greed or do they re-
sent the (ree give-aways
and waste all levels of
government seem to spawn
and use it as a means of pro-
test? They are wrong, of
course, because the hurden
of extra taxes falls on those
already heavily burdened.
However, the more we pay
in taxes the more cheaters
we likely will get. Growth in
the underground economy
will continue to escalate,
the Federation of Indepen-
dent Business maintains.

And we'll pay for it.

of power

obvious. They continued to
press for more and bigger
facilities to expand the
empire.

Eventually the bubble
burst and consumers had to
face the obvious—costly
power and a forecast that it
would get even more costly
as the years progress. Infla-
tion might be controlled but
it was futile to try and
wrestle power costs to the
ground.

When you pay your hydro
bill now think back to the
promises we heard during
those expansionist days.
Remember to rely on your
own common sense and that
of wyour fellow citizens
rather than the often glib
pramises from bureaucrats
and politicians who let
dreams divorce them {from
reality.

Who cares?

Finance Chairman Ross
Knechtel told this little story,
just afler the budget was.

passed, Monday nlght

An electriclan, a banker and
a politician were asked if input
exceeds output what is it
called? The electrician sald
overload, the banker sald
overdraft and the politician
said 'who cares?' Ain't it the
truth.

lower percentages of market value
than others. Seclion 63 allows the
assessoers to apply widely different
market values o virtually identi-
cal lands, It is now obvious that the
Assesament Acl ils assessors
to assign punitive values to amall
acreages. Additionally the Ontario
government's taxation policy
permits certaln and substantial
classesof property owners to claim
back more than half of the actual
taxes
and discrimination, the average
homeowner must pay his property
taxes from ‘afteriax’ take-home
pay, while some property owners
pay their property laxes [rom
‘before-tax’ income. _

Property values in some parts of
our commumity have been driven
up by tors and developers
whaose ultimate objectives are pro-
fits. Those left behind to bear the
tax load on these higher values are
the established property ownera
who have for years formed Lhe
-backbone of the community and
who do not participate in the profit-
taking.

The market-value assessment
sysiem was brought to our town
five years ago and is now
Ereater property tax disparity then
that which it was to correct. In any
commimily subjected to this insl-
dious system, ihe taxes collected

. ob & properiy no longer have any

paid. To add {uriher insult

From the editor’s des

Give every voter a say

in selection of leaders

In mid-June 3,500 citizens will
decide who our next PM will be.
Presumably sometime not (oo
long after that new PM takes of-
fice, heshe will call an election.

The leader of the Liberal party
will either retaln the prime
minlster's post or relinguish it to
Brian Mulroney of the Torles,

Therefore, probably by the end
of 1984, whoever is PM will have
been selected for us by a gathering
of either 3,000 or 3,500 citizens.

Put another way, a maximum of

6,500 Canadlans will have
presented a choice of two pecple to
us for the most important Job in the

natlon, {I'm sorry to all the
socinlists in the audience, [ am pre-
upposing Ed Broadbent has no
chance of winning the PM's post).

Now, does this seem fair to you?
it certainly doesn't seem fair to
me, that such a small, select crowd
of died In the wool Grits and Tories
will have made this important
decislon for us.

Is it any wonder that so many
Canadlans wind up leaving the
polls disenchanted or feeling
they've just voted against someone
and not for socmeone else?

The average Joe who is an in-
dependent, or not a heavyweight in
the local Grit or Tory association,
has virtually ne say in who we'l)
choose lo lead our country much of
the remalnder.of this decade.

Having just relurned from =&
¢lose look at the Amerlcan sysiem
of choosing presidential candidates
in Florida and other states, T must
confeas envy.

The average voler ‘down there
has s0 much more input into Lhe

-candldale selection process than

we Canadians do.
I know the States is much larger.
I know thelr system is radically

+ different. I know Joe taxpayer has

never had any input, or tradition of

relationship to the services pro-
vided. Although the services (o
homes in & neighborhood are the
same for each household, market-
value assessment collects Jarge
amounts of y tax from
some households and small
armotmts from others. In some
sections of our widely disbursed,
disparate and artificial '‘town" the
services are substantially less than
inother sections; yvet market-value
assessment does not recognize the
truth in this fact.

Assessment equalization sounds
great If applled to a theoretical
model communily. But it has
become obvious in the Town of

Newcastle thal the theory is not

being applied and does not work.
m Eﬂ:l1:1'.*:311'1:(::-:.!‘ n‘.-l'irlE
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and unprediciable y tax in-
creases inthe absence of incressed
services. Provincial  assessors
proved thal ihey now have the
power to double & bomeowner's
laxes wilhout regard for the ser-
vices recelved.
Market-value azsessment . has
homeowners in the Town of New-

" castle scared becauze no Jonger do

they control the factors upon which
thetr - taxes are cal-

Following our recent re-
assessment many homeowners
have seen absured estimated
market values placed on their

- congiderably more

input, up here inte the selection nI
party leaders,

But it's still not fair.

Granted, Lhe American system is
inconslstent and complicated
{some states hold primaries,
othors caucuses; some states they
select bound delegates,
don’t; some primaries are closed
to only voters for a registered
party, members of the other party
and independents don’t get ballots,

. gther.states it's wide open {o any

valer, etc.} but regardless of iis
many drawbacks, it does seem
democratic
than the way we select party
leaders.

I realize that, in effect, we don't
directly vole for prime minisler,
we vole for his party's representa-
tive or candidate in our riding.

Bul, the vast majority of volers
are in fect voling for the prime
minister. If that wasn't the case,
election ads wouldn't emphasize
the leader 50 much.

Currently all that delegates to
leadership. conventions have to
gulde them in knowing which
candidates have support from the
voters are polls. Just ask Frilz
Mondale or his New Hampshire
workers how good polls are.

Heck, darn few delegates from
these parts {o recent conventlona

have even bothered telling the -

party rank and file which can-
didate they're backing before

-being chosen for the trip.

Do delegates reflect many of us?
Dam few. Maybe they're -::-ut of
tune with us,

No, it's a far too narrow and
prhrilqed base of voters making
this important decision for all of
us.

What I'd like to see done up here
is each province hold a primary
“beauly contest.” ‘That way
delegates would know far betier

homes by the assessers, and conse-
quently outrageously higher levels
of property taxation for which Lheir
is mno  justification., Many
homeowners are now alfraid that
they will no longer be abie Lo afford
the property Laxes on their hotnes
especially during  economic
recession, unemployment or
retirement. ,

Maorket-value assessment has in-
stilled {fear and resentment into Lhe
backbone of the communlty

because not only are homeowners -

punished for the diligence they
have displayed in establishing
thelr homes, bul they could be
driven {rom their homes by uncon-
trofled market valuves and an in-
sensitive, perveried asseszsment

.policy

It has become obvious [rom our
experience that the majority of
local politicians have fitile interest
in helping the property owners of
our community o obtain a {air
deal: they are solely [nterested in
defending their own actions, pro-
lecting their imege ual Queen's
Park.

It is for ithese reasons that the

yers of the Town of New-

have decided we should
share our concerns with your
readers. We are only a smally
community of 31,900 people spread
over 230 square miles of this vast
province. It is inevitable that our

olhers -

by Gord Murray
Free Preans edilor

who the voters back home favor
and by how much.

Okay, 30 now the delegates know
which leadershlp candidates we
(the voters) favor most. Then have
the parties apportion half of the
delegates from a given province
out lo the leadership hopefuls on
the basis of each candidates
percentage of vole sirength in the
“beauty contest' poll.

The remaining half of the
delegotes from each province
could then be chosen the tradi-
tional way and be gulded by the
factors which gulde- them now—
ideology, personal encounter with
hopelfuls, pells, etc. This would
allow the party footsoldiers to have
a large say In the decision made at
the convention,

Of course, opling for such a
aystem in Canpadian politics as
foreign to our ways as it may be,
would re a permanent volers
list which is updated regulerly,
something which has  been
discuased in this country in the
past. I'm nol suggesting we have
voter registration, with people
volunlarily giving their party affll-
jation, up here, just a volers lst for
the natton which requires each
elector to have his voting scat
changed when he or she moves,

Right now it looks like it will be
John Turner versus Mulreney In
the next election.

But maybe, if more than 3,500 of
us had some kind of a say in who
lhe Grits will pick, or even a
chance to express a preference,
then we'd uncover our own version
of Gary Hart or it might be John
Croshle leading the Torles

assessment

ratepayers’ assoctation will have
little impact by itself on the policy
mekers at Queen’s Park., But it i
our bellef that there are many
frustrated property OWners
throughout the province who feel
abused and taken for granted by
the properiy tax system,

- Ul your community has not yet
been Introduced to market-value
assessment, be warned. If however
your local council has already been
duped by agents of the Ministry of
Hevenue, you should take immedi-
ate action to #purn any suggestion
that your communily be reassess-
ed under Section 63 of the Assess-
ment Act. It Is time that the
Onterio Asxsessment Act be re-
wriiten to remove the inherent dis-
crimination and the disincentives,
and lo assure that each y
taxpayers unite into local rate-
payers' associations, and that all
rntepa:,reru aasociations in Ontario

to fight for properiy lax
refurm_

Our association would welcome a
written cummmticaling- [rom In-
dividus] taxpayers and any rate-
payers’ associations in Omtario
interested in joining us in what will
be a tough and worthwhile fight.

" the leave of absence granted Miss

iO years ago ’ 5_

© March2e, 1974

A 720 foot wide swath of b
towers will likely be cut through
cenire of 'the new town of Hal
the Solande Comimlstion, revealo |

¢ Solan mim
this week. wul

Ancther lﬂcidunt of rables thﬂ _
time within the Rockwood limits b
aroused more:public concern.
Meadows, a village resident, [
citizens cannot: be warned ﬂmtlal
enough to make them more awareo
the polential danger prevalent In
area of the village and district at
present. : )

Hallon Board' of Education
members gave their tentative ap-
proval to the $532,168,693 education
budget at their meeting Thursday ad
a vote carried 108 after the board
heard suggestiona that the estima
should be cut down five per cent
by up to 10 per cent..

20 years ago

March 19, 1984 :

In response to inquiries, 2 com-
mittcee has sought information on the

ocquiring of separate mn‘ﬂnﬂ
Iucilltles in Acton,

Queen St. E. and Young . up
scheduled to be widened under the
Department of Highways plans this
summer, council learmed this Tues-
day In correspondence from the
department. It is understood
St. work will be paid entirely by
department and 80.per cent of
Young St. cost will be borme by
depariment with the town paying 10
per cent under the ¢onnecting
agreement.

An Acton man, Gwr Harriy,
Vimy St. and Guelph t
Romanello found Friday, March 13
unlucky when thelr cars were
colllsion on Main 5t. N,

B0 years.ago .~ -
~ March 15,1934

Weekly payments to men on relief
work have been amended.

The regular meeting of the
Bannockburn Bustlers Club was
held Friday evening. Mr. Wm.
Antheny actied as chairman, The
audlence was favored with an In-
strumental by Misa Margaret
Brown; 2 reading by irma Watson;
a violin solo by Mr. Clarridge; and &
musical selection by Mesars Harry
and Melvin McCullough. An in-
teresting feature was the reading of
the Bannockburn Eye-Opener.

Mr. Gowdy is busy in the Lime-
house saw mill making real nice
lumber. The neighbora are gelting
thelr wood plles cut into stove wood.
Other years there has been some
competition but this year Mr. John
Standizh of Stewarttown, who owns
and operates a splendid machine,
has the field all to himsell. “~

Lakeside chapter of the 1.0. DE
held a progressive crokineole pa
at the home of Miss Pearl Walineu.
Prizes were won by Miss Marquerite
Ryder and Mrs. V. B. Rumley.

Chataugqua, which once filled a
great need, has faded [rom the
aCene,

75 years ago

Mr. Spence of Brantford, has
leased the 200 acre farm of Mrs.
| John McKinnon and wili be moving
to the property this week. The farm
has been owned and occupled by the
McKinnon family since 1882,
To flll in the vacancy caused by

?

¥
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Kate Kennedy, a teacher of the
primary grades at the Acton Publie
School, lhu board of educstion has
been very fortunale in securing lhe
services of Miss Edith Nicklin,

Complaint is made again that the
freight {rains are permiited to stand
at the Mill St. crossing longer than
the law allows.

The robins have returned tu'ibe

area and the maple syrup iz coming
to market.

100 years ago

. Moarch17, 1884
The residents of Bower Ave.
demand a sidewalk this summer.
The Salvation Army have reated
the ational Church (now B,
Jouph 's) and will stiack Acton
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