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- Big tax increase | , , 1 FRAaL ]
IS looming

Taxpayers in Halton Hills
and Eramosa face big tax
increases from the
municipal level principally
because the Province has

cut back grants to mt;m'ci-

palities.

In Halton Hills taxpayers
face a possible 12.3 per cent
increase for town purposes
alone. Council’s finance
Chairman Ross Knechtel
points out that assessment
has risen only 1.2 per cent
while the provineial uncon-
ditional grants have risen
the minimum 2.5 per cent
and created a losing situa-
tion, since inflation is con-
sidered to be around 5 per
cent.

In Rockwood, residents
face a 41 per cent jump on
their sewer and water bills,
most of it from the 83 per
cent increase in sewer rates
alone. Rates are still
relatively reasonable with
water at $11 a month and
sewer charges at $13.75 but
the increase has been
cushioned by $20,000 taken
from surplus funds and an-
other $9,0600 provincial
grant which is set up for
that purpose.

it was anticipated Rock-
wood would increase in gize
after water and sewers
were installed but growth

has not covered the Increas-

ed costs since it has been
far below the anticipation.”

Back in Halton the board
of education is toying with
an 8 per cent increase from
taxpayers because the pro-
vince has increased grants
by less than one per cent
and inflation still hovers
around five per cent.
Remember, the board is
responsible for more than
50 per cent of the tax bill. -

Halton Region is suggest-

ing they may have to push

through a one mill increase
because of the reduced
grants from the Province.

- The region says Halton

Hills will suffer most with
an increase of 10.5 per cent.

All the signs
there—we can

are
t a

. whopping tax increase this

year with the drop in assis-
tance from the Province the
big culprit.

In effect, it means that
unless the municipality,
the board of education and
the region do not cut their
spending then the property
taxes we pay will continue
to escalate well beyond the
inflation rate, |

If there was a similar
drop in taxes at the pro-
vincal level it would be
easier to understand but

" provincial income does not

decrease, meaning we pay
the piper from both ends.

Friend for all seasons

The Red Cross is not a
“fair weather’’ friend. Good
times or bad, boom or bust,
the Red Cross strives to pro-

vide a high level of life- -

saving programs and health
and community services
the public. '

Despite inflation,
unemployment and reces-
sion, the Red Cross con-
tinues to work with
‘'volunteer donors to ensure
that blood and blood pro-
ducts are availlable when
youneed them. -

Red Cross volunteers con-
tinue to help prevent acci-

dents and death through the

coes'saw  |rish people contributed much to Canada

" viclimsof typhus who “flying from _ the War of 1812. Robert Baldwin
was joint premler -with Louls-

Hippolyte Lafontalne of United
Canada, 1848-51.

Starting with Thomas D'Arcy
McGee, the eloquemce of Iriah-
Cahadiani politiclans~ has never
coased lo reverberate' through
Capada’s. House, of Commons.

Joseph G
of ‘Geergetown was-of Irlsh ex.

Recently, Gordon Sinclair was
interviewed on CFRB, with Tor-
onto's bicentenninl the subject. He

recalled early incidents of his life
in the city and noted that the irfah

pecple of Toronto made a large

contributionto the city,
On ltmmthmbnld :‘lﬁt Patrick’s
it w bhe .
ﬁfm:ﬂ'mmmﬂmm
in Canada. For Instance, some
historians think [Irishmen (St
Brendan) [anded in Canada cen-
turies before the Norsemen,
topher Columbua or the French,
maybe as early az 545 AD. :

the St, Lavwrence valley between

875 and 900 AD.

Dr. Gustave Lanctot of Mon-
repected that peacehi Wick'Cotts
that "Celts
living in Iceland were driven from
by barbaric Norsermen
A in the tenth century. Those Irish-
foti I:mﬂlﬂ:lplnd,nﬁn:
Dotilla o
drifted ' with
the coast of
and Into the Guil of SX. .

Lheir bomes

mr UFFUW‘!J
slling winds along

Chris-

teaching of first aid, water
safety and health courses.
In local and international
disasters, Red Cross stands
to provide emergency
services. ._ .

The Red Cross works
hard to live uy to its aim of
relieving human suffering
and promoting health. But
it can't do it alone. When
you voluntarily support the
Red Cross in your com-
munity everybody helps
and everybody benefits.

This is Red Cross Month,
the time we can show the
appreciation for the work
the organization does.

diand and it is probable that some
of the fishermen remained as
settlera,

In Nova Scolia, a subsiantia]
proporticn of Irish were among
those who founded Halifax in 1749

- and ten years later almost a third

of the 3,000 inhabitants were of

Iriah origin.
Irish settlement in U

Canada did not begin until lheﬁ
of the eighteenth century, after the

~ lrish rebellion is 1798 and the great

famine of 1822. Thereafter Irish
immigration was heavy, many

peodmle travelling under gro
settie K

ment plans,

Northof-Ireland  immigrants
arrived in substantia)l numbers as
early as 1817 and settled at various
poinls in  Ontaric  including
Prescolt, Kingston, Cobourg,.York
(Toronto) and London. Most of the

‘newcomers  were rurn!  in
background and in Canada set to

work clearing and tilling the land

- voyage of four months. -

LEAE IT TO TRUDEAU
TO RETIRE ON A DAY
THAT 1 CAN ONLY CELEBRATE

10 years ago -
March1)l, III‘H
Acton Legion may find it hard to

light of a recommendation made by
general administration committee
Monday night. The commiiten gave
their okay subject to council ap--.
provalto the partion of a subdivision
adjacent to a new Legion Hall which
- Nes within the old boundary of
Acton, but rejected the part of the
subdivislon in the formerly township
~ of Esquesing, i
An Aclon district zirl, Kris King- -
vik, 19,0of RR 2, Acton, won'acclalm
recently when sbe won out in racing .
comnpetitions held at tho Smuggler's
Notch Ski arez in Vermont, US.A. °
and was a leader in the race to qual-
ity lor the Schilitz / Nastar finals to .
be held at Smow Vailey, Idaho on
March 29-30. B
A coroner’s jury has ruled that the
three construction workers dis-
covered dead at Acton quarties
February 6 died of carbon monoxide
poisoning as gas leaked into their

- (Our readers-writej -

~ moblle home.

20 years ago -

March 12, 1964

The smoking problem is
' 90% political, 10% medical

Is there a real “freedom of
cholce” as the industry suggests?
Not really., Should -responsible
adults give 12-15-year-old children
a freedom of cholce Involving a
drug dependency that will cut, on
average, five years from their life

expectancies
- children $100,000 in today's dollars -

Dear Sir:

The article “Selfhelp to stop
-smoking'* December 7, 1983 gives
necessary encourggement to those
who wish to quit smoking but it
misses the renl story associated
with the “Time to Quit" program.
Although our letter in response is
late due to the article just belng
brought to aur attentlon, we hope
you will publish our reply. The
magnitude of the health problem
warrants careful, If belated,
comment,

Smoking will kill close to 30,000
LCanadians this year, over 500 per
week. Five hundred grieving
familles, no less torn apart and
anguished because their loved ones
died in a terminal cancer ward
than on a rain slick highway. More
Canadians will dle at the hands of
the tobacco industry in the next 18
months than were killed during the
entire Second World War. '

What should be done? Conslder
this example. In a major Canadian
urban area of 2.5 million, & sup-
posedly  antlamoking  health
agency recently claimed to hove
gserviced 400 smokers In itz
smoking cessation clinlcs during a
one-year period. Assuming the
most optimistic of success rales
reported in the medical literafure,
about 100 people managed lo quit
smoking completely. Yet, during
the same year, it is estimated that
17,000 new smokers fjolned the
market in that same urban area.

One epidemiologist safid “‘thls is
like baillng the boat while someone
clse drllls holes in the bottom.”
The real story is this: The an-
swer to a health problem of this
magnitude must be much more
than weak-kneed, (rivializing
“Weedless Wednesdays'’ and sale,
non-controversial health edyra

ptace the responsibitity for -the -

smoking problem 'on the --n--
uaith

divid e industry’s “blame the
victim" strategy. Unfortunately,
heglth agencles and government
health deparlments promote it
more effectively than the industry
itself. _ |

The “blame the victim'' strategy
includes the industry line that -
smoking -Involves *freedom of
cholee” and "It'a the responsibility
of each Individual” :pitch. Thosa,
who use this line and siress the'
respanslbility of each individual te
stop smoking imply that 40 per cent .
of the adult population s
irresponsible. After all, they are
still amoking. ., %A

The annual “kick the habit"
ritual ignores the fact that smoking
is an individual addictlon which,
from a disease perspective, has
become an epidemic. By definition,
drug addiction means that, for
many, {reedom of cholce and in-
dividuzl responsibility go out the
window. And, it {5 ludicrous- to
treat an epidemic by relying upon

appeals to good judgment.

pestilence and famine in Jretand in-
1847, found in America but a
grave." A
" In the later nineteenth century
and twentieth century, a higher -
proportion of Irish emigration
went to the United States and the
proportion in the Canadian popula-
tion declined, By 196%, the people of
Irish origln were about 14 per cent
of the total in Ontarlo and the same
in the Atlantic provinces, almost 10
per cent in the western provinces
and sbout 2.5 per cent in Quebec.
Today, Canadlans of Irish origin
- are.’active fn all'’ phases of
Canadian llfe so that it Is diffcult
to assess accurately whether they
have any preferrﬁd'.'hccu;l.lan!.
Irish music and Irish. stew . have
warmed the hearts and stomachs
of generstions of Canadians, and
the “wearin' o' the green™ on St.
Patrick's Day Is certainly not
confined to those of Irizh descent.
In the United States the "lirish
cop’’ has become a atereotype and
there i3 some evidence 'that
Canadians of Irish origin have a
leaning towards police work too,
The people of Irish descent who
have made m impact on Cansda
are legicn. Perhaps one of the
greatest lasting contributions was
made. by Sir Guy Carfeton, later
Lord - Dorchester,- the first
Governor-in-Chief of British North
America. it was on his advice that
in 1774 the Quebec Act was passed,
permitling the retention of
customs and institudions greatly
treasured by Canadians of French

i Tidumen: L. James -
Filzgibbon, was victor at one of the
decisive battles at Beaver Damas in

grantsof farma in Lower Canada.”

In their attempts to fiee their
famine ravished homeland in the
1800’s, the Irish like many other
immigrants suffered great

vations and hardships op their

urney to Canada,

The average passage o Quebec .
in the mid-1800’s way 45 days but
some [mmigrants, whose shi
were driven by contrary winds,
barely swurvived a (terrifying

The 1830°s and 40's saw severe
outbreaks of typbold fever, cholera
and measles the
passengers.” One [rishman.
referring to the numerous burials

| : |
campalgns. .All of ithese ét{oris’ pver the, pepiod of their. ety ol
o the Wiretime] AAA JeLTR 1518 the ags ot

‘Whll:h I.'ﬂ'ilﬂ.—ﬂ '»ﬁm:r‘m e "

regular tobacso users.

The answer has to be a massive
societal shift of responsibliity from
the individual to the industry that
creates the problem and to govern-

.ments which sit idly by. There

must be a de-emph
paigns w
after the habit s started (tertiary
prevention) and
medical research to cure folks -
after tobacto disenses hit.

“'Thus, the answer lles in medical
advocacy, 2 widespread and angry
demand for a legislative response
15 the tobaceo industry, The Lung, -
Cancer and Heart organlzstions
Canada-wide must call for bans on,
tebacco - advertising. They must
support clean indoor alr législation
and put their human and financial
resources behind drives to reach
these objectives. e

tr’#tgﬂm from Atton.

AIn the field of commerce, o large
Canadjanr de
and mai} or
the small general stor
Timethy Eaton of Couhty Antrim
and from Lhe Georgetown distriet.

Coloned 'R.S. McLaughlin of
Oshawa is considered
founder and develop
Canadian automobilé Industry. His
grand{ather, John McLaughlin,
had come from Counly Tyrone in
1832. - ; .

‘Toronto-born Morley Callaghan
is.one of Canada’s ouistanding

*writers, His short stories have
been reeognized. as some of the
best writien by a Canadian.

Through the Church and other

- societies the Catholic
- Irish ogmmunity m
considerable , degree. of identity.

. The Protestent Irish also found
,means of group expression, not-|.

J.B. Mackenzle and Sons Itd. sub-
mitted the lowest of six tenders for
the canstructlon-of a new 10+oom
high scheol additlon, school board
members and orchitect Den Hall- .
ford opened the sepled blds Thurs-
day ¢vening of last week, g ow

Gr. B pupil Bab Bonnette [rom the
Robert Little Public School will rre--
sent Acton in the Halton County
Public Speaking contest at Qakviile
Friday. Finalists. from both town
schools compeled  Wednesday
morning at Robert Little School. .

Snow plows and sanding trucks:
worked around the clock Tuesday In
an atltempt to-kecp highways ﬂEIII'i
canPTIEA 5R18. o cdriving, - dyring,

T yeAe Wt S ot LA
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50 yearsago "
March 8, 1934
The Young People's League of the .
United Church presented a fine play
in the Town Hall, George in a Jam.
The president, Miss K. Savage,
acted as chairman and the orches--
tra, under the direction of Chas.'
Mason, gave severa! selections, In
the cast were Harold Swackhamer,:
Mrs. Roy Johnston, Jean Lambert,
- Jack Reid, Kathleen Savage, Ruth;
. Gibson, Mrs. J.J, Stewart and. Gor-,
don Cook, with Mrs. J.C. Malthews!
directing. There was a full house, It'
- will be repeated agaln this evening. .
. The Junior Oratorical Conlest was '’
** held at the high school. Winner was
Nerman Braida with an nddress on
Sir Willred Laurier and second was!
Hazel Wilson’s oration on Sir Adam -
Beck. Others who competed were
Jack Groham, Kothleen Chapman,
tlazel Wilson, Theresa Campbell
and Jean Bennle. Taking
debate on dictotorship were Jack
Skilling, Ada Sprowl, Velma Blalr
and Howard Norton. i

75 years ago

Messrs. Beardmore and Company
hove generously offered, {f & Ecna]
company is formed which will erect
a covered rink at a cost of $4,000, to’
conirlbute  $2,500 toward this
amount, i $1,500 in stock is sub-
scribed for by other citizens who
may be Interested in the scheme. '

The proprietor of the Dominigs
Hotel would like to see the cost of his
clectricily to drop below eight cents..
Many of the town's people feel the
same. i

Mrs. Robert G. Brown has: pur-
chased: the double tenement on
Church St., West of Main, St. from
Mra. Helen D. Gordon, of Guelph.

..The Bishop has appointed
Reverend R.F. Kelleman, of Pasalac

..N.J.. to the rectorship of St. Alban’s

Chuaeh. - g 'i
100 years ago
B Marchi1),i534 b

Mesars. W.H. Sforey and Son of

. Canada . Glove Works are now
manufacturing a superior line of

-purses for Jadies and gentlemen, and

ladies’ hand satchels. None but first-
tlass goods will be turned out, .

and cost these
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" Yoarssiacerely,
+, GARFIELD MAHOOD .
Executive Director
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