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it Is belleved the fire whichk guited the home
of George and Marle Hargrave, Wallace SL
staried In the vicinily of a wood burning lire-
piace, according to fire chief Bl Cunning-
ham.
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Flames wold be seen for several blocks
late Sunday evening as fire ravaged the
home of George end Maric Hargrave on
Wmlllmﬁ.

ton Hills Are chief Bil Conninghsm
estimated damage between $50-63.000
following the hizze which started in "the
vicinity of & wood burning stove,” about it

p.m. and spread quickly throughout the
bouse

Cunningham said Mr. and Mrs. Hargrave,
both ambulance attendants for the St. Jobhn
Ambulance, were in the living room when
the smoke detector went off near the rear of
the home. When they went (o investigate
they saw zmoke ot of the
recreation room. The [fire chief noted they
immediately left the house, went to a neigh-
bor’s home and telephoned the fire depart-
rment.

Within one minute of the report, Cunning-
ham told the Free Press, the house weas
engulfed in flames, indicating bow quickly
the flames . Firefighters living in the
vicinty saw flames pouring out of the back of

mtunpu:tmﬁmmewﬂuhmthn
hosed as soon a3 it hit an . The
firefighters were also alfected by the cold,
Ehnmhitdldnﬂhinderthﬂrwthmlt

roof and walls made it one of the more

difflcult blazes In & while, he =zaid.

hl':mﬂghtmm at the scena for over three
urs.

. AMETROLAND COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

The cold, pitzs the fact the fire was in the

The recreation roem of George and Hnrlt lllrgnrn was gutted and extensjve damage
resuited (o the rest of ihe hoase Sunday evening when fire engulfed the home,

42 Pages—Thirty Cents

School taxup

average-of $40

Halton Hills taxpayers can expect to pay
an average of $40 more a year for education
taxes alone if there are no drastic changes in
Halton Board of Education’s proposed bud-
get before it is approved March 29,

This is an increase of about 8.5 per cent
over last year, leaving resldents with an
average bili of $540 a year. Added on to this
Is the reglonal and municipal levies.

After five weeks of examining the budget,
finance committee chairmean Bill Priestner
recommended - that trustees approve an
operaling budget of $147,516,718 for {o8d,
which Includes elementary; secondary and
trainable mentally handicapped.

Teachers’ salaries make up the greatest
share of the budget at 77.92 per cent of the

overall picture, or $114,948,849. Priestner

pointed out to trustees Thursday evening 10
t was
spent on salaries, which indicates they are
spending money in the classroom, where it
should be.

At the secondary level, teachers’ salaries

At present

make up §78.34 per cent of the $72,540,572
budget, or $50,825,826, Elementary teachers

salarles are costing $57,354,001, or 77.53 per |

- cent of p $73,927,872 budget.

Plant operations toock the next biggest
chunk out of the board's budget at
$13,670,525, or 9.27 of the total budget. Pupll
{ransporiation takes up 2.84 per cesnt, or
$4,184,053 of the total budget.

Trustee Anne Falrfleld wondered what the

cost of educating one pupil works out Lo.
Priestner answered that at the elementary

level, Halton is §2,784, while in Hamllton it s .

1'»3.254. Windsor, $3,514, Ottawn $4,082, and
Toronto $3,838. It costs $3,742 per secondary
student in Halton, $4,138 in Hamillon, $4,868
In Toronte, and $3,345 in Otlawa.

 Priestner pointed-out-costs per eiement-.

ary student is going up 8.1 per cent and 7 per

cent for seconda

He réminded t ‘zl.ﬂteea provinclal grants
are being increased by less than one per
cent and ‘‘the taxpayer i3 being made the

scapegoat™,

12.3% tax hike
fortownonly

Taxpayers in Halten Hills may be facing a 12.3 per

Town purposes alone. Both Halton Board of Education and Halton Region
¢ taxincreases will be added when their budgets are set.

Wilh more paring yet lo be done, Coun-
cillor Ross Knechtel, finance chalrman,
sald §744,073 has been cut since the start of
budget sesslons, but was not too hopeful
much more could be pared from the “bare
bhones™ budget.

He emphasized assessment has risen only
1.2 per cent, while the provincial uncondi-
tional grants have risen Lhe minimum 25
per cent, in contrast with increasing costs
and approximately 5 per cent inflation.

Com the financial situation is the
surplus of $100,000 carried over from 1983,
This is the smallest surpius accumulated {or
several years,

“We're at the point of deciding what ser-
vices we can giv.-e and what we can’t give,”

commented Knechtel, He complimented the
stafl on their long hours of work in pre-
a budget explaining they don't simp-
Y five per cent to the previous budget
but start from scratch."”
Councillor Harry pointed cut the loss
of non-lax rﬂmuelﬂvfmhly accounted for
7.5 per cent of the projected 12.3 per cent in-

“crease. He predicted sometime in the

future council would have to consider deben-
turing on cutting the level of service, since
coGia rise from year to year.
Mn ur Russ Miller suggested the towntax
wmf)er cent il councll did every-
d like Lo do. “"Heeping taxes
dﬁmumthe;mﬂnﬂlymtzhuupwﬂh
you," he added.

cent tax hike for

it's maplie syrup tlma in Huﬂh llt!lau amd Ihh mw:paper ::nrr}ns
an articie by Ted Brown about the process by local farmer and pro-
ducer, Ed Blrd. Mountsherg Wildlife Centroe s having demonstra-
tions on maple syrup production on weekends and holldays which
will last uatll April 15, Here, Bandy Root of Rockwood makes inaple

meals,

sugar candles lrum lyrup Wignm at the wudllle c:nlm :.huttle
visjtors to the sugar bush where they can see the sap being boiled
down and HH!: pancake house Is offering panr.ake and sausage

Photo coturtesy The Burtlogton Post by Ron Kutyk

Arenais ‘satisfactory’

The Acton arena {s “‘sulficiently operated
and in saiisfactory working order," accord-
ingloa rt from the office of the Ministry
of the Attorney General.

Recently, members of the Public Insti-
tutlons Panel for Halton, representing the
Ministry toured the huﬂdins and while they
found some minor problems, they were,

‘overall, impressed.

The report noted the hulldmg serves about
8,000 people and while parking is sometimes
inadequate ii is generally ample. While the
tour was being conducted, by arena
manager Harold Townsley a new mack bar,
;ﬂ bar h:ﬂnd skate sharpening facllties were

Ing t

" ¢all

Inspectors {ound the huﬂ:llﬁg to be well
maintained having been recently reroofed
and repainted.

“Public washrooms, Including showers,

had a definite odor and were In poor condi-
tion,"” the report stated. “'Women's wash-
rooms were not Indicated.

“The first aid room housed a wniform
storage nrea which left a musty odor. The
first aid kit was not evident as it {5 kept
locked in the manager’s olfice due to van-
dalism. Fire alarms were on the “‘pull” sys-
tem {n the basement because of theft of fire
exiinguishers but they were avallable If
upon, locked in the boller room."*

| |

. found on Page 18,

Inside

This week's Thru the Lens focuses on the
Y Parent ucd Tot program. Bee Page 3,

White socks stigma? Check out On the
Leavell on Page 5.

Catherine Gra-
ham's annoal St
Palrlek's Day con-

tribation can be

A Rockwood ares
couple received an
OPP Bravery
award. Plicture s
onPage .,

Acton men help keep barbershop music alive

I:l-l.hlurni Mn:ﬂyu.mm-lﬁ-mmm
sadars go ever seme music to be performed 2t the zpcsming axsxal

mtmamm}m«md
store ovwner have In
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ress wmmrm. practise nights
@re increased.

qul foined the ﬁmbumdun laxt
Sgring after be saw the men at the
first Tunes and Talents. Well known
Acton with the Boars

, chorch choir and
am Paul was read-

the Perservation
Encouragement of

Quartet singing
international
headquart

lington,
Barrl

ulmmyumanfymlurthem
wlthlh:lrlnrgelhuw

but the Spring

Barberﬂm
in America. An
. organizatien,

ers are in  Kenosha,
Wisconsin, with chaplers all over the
US., Canada, Great Britain and
Sweden. There are thousands of
members in the hundreds of chep-
ters in these countries. In this area,
there are groups in Ktcheper, Bur-

5 Mizsisgangs,

Ross Hall in Guelph both evenings
Qturtetlfrumlndlmnmdllnml
Forest will be giving guest per-

fn-rm | take going
: may over
1m times ore it is finally
blended right, Don remarks. Some
come along [aster, bit many don't.
~ Paul . revealy
- should not really exist. As a music
ﬂéﬁ;ﬁﬁhﬂﬂﬂ?ﬂ it's & con-
tr its going strong.
He crediis the tE: of the
international executive for the




