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Panel answers farmers’ questions on financing

by Ted Browa

Nearly 50 Halton farmers attended a
Farm Finance Forum, sponsored by the
Halton Federation of Agriculture, Monday,
Feb. 27, at Boyne Community Centre, near
Milton.

An audio-visual slide presentation by
Bruce Wood of the Federation deall with the
development and threats to agriculture in
Hallon County.

Moderator for the evenlng, Peler Lam-
brick, introduced a panel representing
financial institutions. The panel consisted
of: Redger Shier, of the Farm Credit Cor-
peration (FCCJ, Jim Darlington represent-
ing the Bank of Monlreal, Gord Eadie, of the
Hoyal Bank and John Ross, from the Cana-
dian Imperial Bank of Commerce.
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Questions were raised about the proper
procedures of procuring operating loans and
mortgages. The panel agreed it is the
responsibility of the farmer to do his home-
work. All financial records pertaining to the
farm operation for the last three Yyears
should be brought in o the banker so that he
is able to get a full picture of the operation
and assess ils viability. :

Asked about the availability of long term
credit, John Ross stated it was not possible
because people won't deposit for long terms,
50 money isn't Jocked in for long term loans.
“They seem (o ltke the 60 day terms,” he
added. “If people would deposit for long
periods the money would be avallable.*

Rodger Shier of FCC pointed out their
credil was geared to long terms, and added

that most of the FCC applicants were under
the 35 year age group.

The most controversial question of the
evemng was raised by Richard Sovereign, a
cash crop {armer from the Milton area. He
was concerned about lack of protection for
farmers delivering produce to mills or ele-
valors then receiving NSF cheques with the
company ending up in receivership. One
clevator was forced into receivership last
fall after local farmers had delivered
considerable quantities of grain. The
produce was seized and farmers suifered
substantial Josses.

Jim Darlington replied that in this in-

- stance it had been his bank involved. He

pomnied out the farmer isn't a secured
creditor in those circumstances so he

usually ends up receiving a few cents on the
dollar. He maintained the baonk did what
they had to do simply out of financial nece-
sxily.

Mr. Darlington warned the group the only
form ol protection for farmers is a credit
check run on the company deall with. He
cautioned, however, that these checks are
general, and might not reveal a problem in
time [or the farmer to react.

Ed Segsworth, another cash cropper from
Milton, asked the panel if they would sup-
port legislation to protect farmers in these
circumstances. The panel members all indi-
caled that they personally would, but that
policies of the banks were made by their

superiors,
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This criash en Highway 7 east of Norval resulted In the death of lwo
men iast Wednesday alternoon, one an Acton area resident,
Mndrew Buchan, 37, of KRR 3, Acton, was a passenger in a west-
hountd Laxi driven by Mohammed Sodig, 42, of Toronto, when the

g, L

cil skidded on ey pavement loto the path of sn oncoming east-

Boomin

bound gravel truck. Pollee sald the vehicles colllded head-on and
the truck rolled over on the cab, killing hoth occupants. Police
closed off the highway as they sorted out the wreckage. Brampton
firefighters were colled to the scene toald police,

startles real estate broker

Ty Hillsburgh, capital of the Township
of Erin, often dwarfed by neighboring Erin
village, is experiencing 8 housing boom
unmatehed apyvtime in its history.

“There's more houses on the market and
sultl than ever before,'’ says real estate bro-
ker Y Flhs, whose firm has o large part of
the mairket. Mr. Ellis says there are 37 prop-
erties for sale and sold at present, about
fwice as much as normal.

Normally, he says, Hillsburgh was con-
Sidered lo be two far from Metro Toronlo
irinkes and houses there were sometimes
difficult to move. Nol now.

Subsidies help create

“wsince  December we've been selling
houses to couples from Mississauga and
Toronto. Distance and the price of gas have
been no concern.”

What triggered the unusual activity in
Hillsburgh, a village where change was
often unwelcome?

Mr. Ellis feels the new senior citizen
apartments in the village have a [ot to do
with it. Elderiy people who feel they can no
tonger keep up their homes have put them
on the market. 'We've moved eight or 10
elder hemes since December,” says Mr.
Ellis. ; :

student summer jobs

The end of the schoo!l year is still a long
way off but for student, as well as em-
ployers, this is the time to think about
sumnier employment.

According to Deborah Finegan, super-
visur for the Canada Employment Centre
for Students in Georgetown, university and
high school students should start gelting
their names in to prospective employers and
keep in teuch over the coming menths.

While an enthusiastic yauth can eften find
a steady stream of odd jobs throughout the
summer, by way of the employment board
at the centre which opens in April, the better
paying longer term jobs are generally
grabbed 'up early.

Al this time of the year Finegan is busily
canvassing local employers encourageing
them 1o offer posilions to students through
the summer under the federal government's
Summer Carcer Access program,

“It's a carecer related program,” she
explained, and the government will pay an
cmployer who qualified 50 per cent of wages
to a maximum of $3.00 an hour far a 40 hour
week,

A sludent must be offered a fulltime job
losting up to 18 weeks that will provide
training and work experience to meke them
more able lo gain employment when they
leave school.

Parents of infants receive special he

By LISA JAKOBSEN

Parents are the most important (actor in
the infant stimulation process, says Marilyn
Parsons, coordlnator of the Halton Parent
Infant Program. .

Formerly called the Infant Stimulation
Frogram, the four-yearold Halton Health
Department project continues to offer home
delivery of stimulation techniques essential
to childhood ent. i

An iptra<disciplinery team ivers
m'm o ﬂﬁmﬂu k and nursing

erapy, work and n
akills to mﬂg’m and infants in their homes.
Calling the service an intervention

process, Parsons siresses the importance of

The program alms at the heart of crippl-
Ing unemployment rates for youth aged 15-
24 for whom the natlonal rale hovers around
18 per cent. Youth often find it tough to gain
initial employment because they lack ex-
perience and this programihelps to relieve
than problem. ;

Private sector employers are eligable for
a subsidy as well as non-profit organiza-
tions. Those offering jobs with careecr
development potentlal in speclalized or
highly technical areas will be favoured.

The deadline for applications Is March 9,
and Finegan says 50 far she has golten a
favourable response from employers she
has approached. '

The provinclal government also offers a
number of programs for both sutdents and
employers. 1

Students who want to own their own busi-
ness can get an intereat-free loan of up to
$2,000 under the Student Venture Capital
Program. It is open to returning students 15-
years and over,

Applications can be obtained from
secondary schools, Royal Bank branches or
by writing the Ontaric Youth Secretariat,
700 Bay St., 2nd Floor, Toronta, M5G 126.

Employers can get a wage subsidy of up to
$1.25 per hour under the Ontario Youth
Employment Program. For more informa-
tion calf 1-800-268-7592.

identi{ying bables who are not receiving the
kind of stimulstion required for healthy
development In pormal children or fer
maximiting development potential In
“'special needs bables™, :
Babies between the ages of 6to 24 month
are of special concern to the public health
nurses that visit Halton homes, con-
centrating on three main categories of in-
fants and their developmental problems.
Babies identified at birth as having
special problems such as spina bifida or
Down’s Syndrome compose the first group,
says Parsons, adding that children at risk
duoe to healthielated problems such as
iliness, premature birth and post natal prob-

Last year real estate people would have
found it difficult to move houses in Hills-
burgh. says Mr. Ellis. There was muich

.concern for the cconomy and job layofis.

Now there seems (o be much maore cenfid-
ence in both the economy and the job market
and young couples huying their first house
are movidg into Hillsburgh.

“Hillsburgh is not so distan! any more,”
says Mr. Ellis still shaking his head in won-
der at the market. He noted that people
started moving into the new senior citizen
apartinents 1his week and it could trigger

even further activity on the housing market .

Look cost

won't rise

Rural residents can breath a little easler

‘knowing Halton Region has no plans te In-

crcase Lhe cost of septic tank inspections.

Couincillers agreed recently to file away a
report from former Medical Officer of
Health Br. Peter Cole saying the current
provincial system for financing such inspec-
tions will continue,

ULnder the current arrangements, Dr. Cole
reported, seplic tanks are inspecied by the
region and the inspections are financed by
the provincial Minlstry of the Environment.

Ifthe cost of the inspections is higher than
the amount paid the Ministry the deficit Is
covered at the end of year, he added.

Provincial stalf have been consulted, he
added, “and he has assured us that the prac-
tice of paying for program deficit will
continue and there is no need to effect a fee
increase in order to ensure total cost
recovery.”

On dean’s list

Adriana L. Margetts, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. J.E. Margetts, RR 1, Limehouse has
been named to the dean’s list at Whealon
College, Norton Massachusetts. Adrianaisa
senior at the college.

lems make up the second group.

Some babies are Bt risk because of en-
vironmental factors, she says, citing young
single mothers with timited parenting skilis
or family suppert as an example.

Anyone cant make a referral to the agency
including public health nurses, physicians
and social wotkers. Selfreferrals aro alwo
accepled. A team member is assigned to a
home as leng as parents are willing to
participate in the educational am.

During a typical first visit, the teacher
assesses the child's overall development.
Gross motor movements (use of large
muscles) and fine motor movements (eye
and hand movements and how they coor-

Rodger Shler, of FCC, discussed the op-
portunities available to young [farmers
wishing lo get started in thelr own opera-
tions, and outlined the quallfications
required in the Beginning Farmer Assist-
ance Program (BFAP), This Ontario
government program is sel up to subsidize
interest on loans taken out by first time
farmers to buy land or other capital pur-
chases, ;

The entire pancl (elt interest rates would
remain stable over the next year.

Federation president, Jim Reid, thanked
the pane! members for participating.

~Ted Brown is a Halton Hills farmer
and writes knowledgably on agricul
fure, '

16 Mountainview Rd. N.

seoncerown 87 7-9108

Toronto Line 677-6802

Minimum grant
paid to Halton

While the Ontario government has in-
creased the tolal amount of unconditional
grants to municipalities by 5 per cent,
Halten Region will ge! the migimum in-
crease of 2.5 per venl in 1984,

-Regional Treasurer Joe Hinaldo an-
nounced Wednesday that the region should
expect over $9.2 million in unconditional
grants {rom the province which is about
$250,000 short of what it would have received
with the full 5 per cent increase.

He indicated that the regional mill rate
may have to rise 1.1 per cent just lo cover
the shortfall.

In a report to the Administration and
Finance Commitiee Rinalde sald that in
contrast lo Hallon, many cities, especially
those outside of regions, are getling average
increases of 10 per cent.

i is all the result of reforms (o the un-
canditional granl program which Rinaldo
conceded was needed.

Under the new program the province
bases grants an the number of houscholds in
a municipality rather than on pepulation, as
wis done prior to thes year.

“The feeling from the province is that
municipal service reguirements are tied o
the number of houscholds,” explained
Rinaldo. '

Thas grant formula favours high denslly
urhan development with a Jow population
density per household.

Halton gets less favourable treatment
because it has a large number of single
family homes rother than high density
apartment complexes.

Halton was granted about $28 per person
when grants were based on population but
now receives $77 per houschold. Based on
1983 figures which caleulated about 2.9 resi-
dents per houschold in the region, the un-
conditional grant wauld have declined to
about $26 per purson.

However the province pguaranteed a
minimum 2.5 per cenl increase in grants to
municipalitics which prevented Halton from
losing $1.5 million, as it would have if the
guaranice wasn't in place,

Rinaldoe warned though that there is no
assurance the guarantee will continue fn

_ {uture years. Without it he said the reglonal

mill rate would rise 5 per cent.

Halton alse suffered from the loss of o
differentisd in police grants that was
previously due regiona) municipalities,

Under the old system a region got §$17 per
person for police services while munici-
palities outside regions got $12.

A standard grant of $47 per household has

- now been enacted.

Closure moratorium
rejected by Board

by Alex Matheson
A propesal for a two-year moraterium on
school closures in Hallon was defeated by
the Halton Board of Education, Thursday.

Trustee Peter Abbott, who made the mo-
tian, said he wanted to remove the ‘cloud of
doubt’ that hangs over some schools thought
to be in line for closing.

Even though the schools are not
designated f{or closing, the doubt can
discourage parent groups from working for
projects for the school such as computers
and playground materials, Abbott told the
board.

When people are selecting a community to
live in, he said, they olten consider the
school as an- important clement and the
beard's Iindecision makes it hard for them to
decide.

Abbott said that he is in favor of school
closings as o pollcy btit wants to give people
more assurance what would be happening at
least two years hence.

To realize savings, when a school enrol-
ment drops, the board should instead of
closing the whole school, close part of it and
seal it off, he said.

In opposing the motion, Lrustee Jim
Clelland szid such o policy would lead to a
three-year or four-year commitment on
¢losing and it is known where the schools
are. _

He said the board showld carry on the
present procedure of consolidation, since
the taxpayers expect it.

Trying to maintain schools that aren't
viable, said trustee Pat Hillhouse, would
lead to unnecessary financial burden and
children receiving programs thal, becatuse
of the low enrolment, would not be of the
standacd of other schools. :

Supporting this theme, trustee Elaine
Richm said that when a school unit is no
longer viable, it is better to create new ones.
She cited a situation in Burlington where (f
there wasn't consolidation of schools south
of the QEW, children in that part of the city
would be getilng programs inferier to those
offered north of the highway where popula-
lion is growing.

Trustee Cam Jackson was concerned
aboul the guestion of maintenance. Should
the board, he asked, pump $150,000 into a

_school it might seon close?

Only four trustecs supported the motion.

CVCA budget up by 1.8%

The Credit Valley Conservation Authority
has held their budget to a slight increase of
1.B per cent over 1983, The lotal hudget
passed by the Authority g $4,147,725,

Plans to build an administration office,

near the present building in Meadowvale
have been abondoned for the present, land
acquisitions put nside and a weed harvester
deleted from the budgel.

The CVCA will seek funding for these pro-
jects from the Minister of Natural
Resaurces.

The Town of Halton Hills will pay $102,000.
to the CVCA for eight projects in which the
Town is the benelitting municipality.
Primarily all are erosion control programs
with the largest an area on Armstrong
Avenue, Georgetown, where the steep slope
has been eroded. :

dinate), language development, adaptive
reasoning and self-help are all considered.

The teacher works wilh parents to set up
sppropriate goals for the child'a needs. An B
month-old, for exampie ahould be able to get
up on her hands and knees, explaina Ms,
Parsons. Al this stage longderm memory
should be developed to the point where a
child can retrieve atoy even Il it’s not in dir-
ect view. "In other words, just because the
oy ian't in sight doesn't mean the child dec-
Ides that it's gone for good.”

¥Whether the baby has a disabllity, iliness
or environmentallyrelated problemns, the
appeoach is more or less the same, says Ms.
Parsons. If the teacher determines that the

An enclosed storm sewer will be con-
structed through the Narth Halten Goll and
Country Club property to help combat gully
croston in the Silver Creck valley.,

A budget breakdown shows 50 per cent
covering waler and land meanagement,
fisheries enhancement one per cent, conser-
vation and recreation 13 per cent, ad-
mintstration 11 per cenl, Lake Ontario
walerfronl 21 per cent and operating three
per cent.

The province covers 45 per cent of the
CVCA costs, the gencra! levy from all
municipalities in the Credit Valley water-
shed covers 20 per cent, the Authority
generales 10 per cent and special levies palid
by municipalities benelilting by specific
projects make up the remaining 25 per cent.

Ip from new program

goal should be learning how to retrieve a
hidden object, then she will start by par-
lially hiding the object or showing the chil

the process untl) this task Is accomplished.

Olten the visilor offers some support to
the inexperienced mother or the mother
with a medical problem. "Most mothers
naturally talk to their bables, move their
fegs or use the mirror, but 1§ the baby is
handicapped, and doesn’t emile, mum stops
smiling.'” she says of a cycle of non-
stimulation that affects deve t of

language as well as physical development.

For further information on the Pareni
Infsnt Program, call 827-2151.




