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Halton Board of Education’s youngest trustee, Dick Howlit {Esquesing), turned 12 years olo
today (Wednesday) February 29. The Leap Year baby was victim of a brief surprise party
during last week's bodrd meeting. Board chalrman {and Georgetown trustee) Beity Fisher,
left, und Acton’s Arlene Bruce conlributed to the fun. :
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%74 Vision may be

disability cause

Vision blerns ‘may be the cause of
learning ities in many children and
may also contribute to juvenlle deliquency
according to an oplometrist speaking at the
Georgetown Library, February 15.

While talking about children's vision June
Robertson noted that a U.S. study provided
juvenile deliquents with visual therapy
along with ational opportunities and
found that after {wo years there waa a 50 per
cent drop in repeat criminal offenses.

Yizion problems can hamper other senses,
especially hearing, she noted and she
pointed out that medical data shows that
they can cause physical and mental stress,

““Vision is a significant part of the body,"”
said Robertson. It plays a great role in the
development of co-ordination and spacial
judgement. It also is vital for the develop-
ment of commumication since much of our
language comes to us in wriling.

Teachers are often the first to spot signs of
vision problems since they spend so much
time with the children in a learning environ-
ment. Signs of difficulty include squinting,
watery eyes, blinking, [rustration and an
inability to copy off the board.

Robertson advised parents that other
physical rilments can affect vision, so there
are many potential sources of visual impair-
ment.
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Optometrist June Robertson, left, checks the vision of Margaret Mltchell with a pair of

giasses and 2 3-D image.

Georgetown/Acton, Wednesday, February 29, 1984
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Cultural grants
create dispute

Julie Namlok, left, and Christine Brenckmann mix up a batch of baklog workshop, just one of the maeny programs offered at Lhe

muffins a4 Georgetown Christlan School, They were taking partin a

Christian -School

Workshop

February is the lime of ycar when dreary
winter days in the classroom lead students
to thoughts of summer vacotion and adven-
ture.

The teachers at Georgetown District
Christian School know their students prelly
well and this year decided to head the mid--
winter doldrums off at the phass.

Fot the past three weeks Tuesday alter-
noons have been reserved for activities such
as downhill skiing, macrame, pottery, cook-

ing, painting and drama, and the whole
school, teachers and pupils, are humming
with activity. -

Principal George Petrusma said children
in Grades 1-8 are laking part and are “qulte
enthused” from this practical break from
their studies.

“It gives them quite a lift,”" he explained.

Mr. Pelrusma said the workshops are
very good for students who prefer practical
experiences to academic studies. For those
who have difficulty with book studies, they

Parentage tests
hike welfare cost

by Vic MacBouarnie
Despite  declining  welfare rolls  Lhe
region’s welfare budget continues to grow.
The problem, according to David Szwarc,
manager of Hallon’s Income malntenance
department, isnew social welfare programs
introduced by the provincial government.
One of the major increases in this year's
welfare assistance budget is the cost of tests
performed on men who deny being the
father of a child. The tests are used by the

courts to determine il the man should pay

paternity for his children.

The expensive tests which can costs as
much as $600, are increasing, Szwarc sald.
And although the lests could save the reglon
from paying out a lot of money in welfare
cheques to the single mother, they are atill
cosling the reglon a hundle of money.

Szwarc said the region had 40 cases last
year and had te plck up approximately 50
per cent of the bill. The province paid the
other 50 per cent. -

Srwarce lold the members of the region’s
social services committee that original
wellare predictions were overestimat
year by six per cent adding that he expected
this year's rate to [all even [urther.

In addition, the region also has to pick up
cosis related to the early discharge of

pyschiatric and mentally retarded patients

from institutions. Szware told committee
members Lhat a grant of 830 is given fo
some of the patienls being deinstitu-
tionnlized. The region ia responsible for 20
per cent of the grant which is given 1o the
- patitnts to assis! them back into the com-
 munily. It is often used lo pay the firg
mooth's rept, he explained.

in addition to Lthe 3350 grant, the
are also putting additional
cammunity dentistry program -

last’

regionally funded welfare assistance pro-
grams. .

Saware said the pal'ri'enta were provided
with dental care while they were in the in-
stitutions but once they move out they go to
the regionally run facilities.

Burlington councillor Joyce Savoline at-
tacked the provincinl government for in-
troducing programs and making regions
pick up some of the bills.

“If they are delnstitutionalized people and
saving dollars we sholld not have to pay
anything,”" she said.

In an attempt to fight additional demands
placed on the region by the province, com-
mittee members decided to chop $13,000

¢ from the general welfare assistance budget.

Szwarc zaid the budget decrease would
mean immedlate restrictions to various
welfare programs including community
dental.

Expansion

school over the past month,

s boost spirits

are given a chance to excell at something
else and it helps better their sell image,”
he explalned. :

There are 17 workshops in al]l and students
were asked to give their top three prefer-
ences from which one was chosen for them
lo participate in.

Mr. Petrusma sald the school is indebted
tlo 25 pareants who have hel teachers
supervise the workshops and drive students
to their outdoor activitles,

still needed ..
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No objection to clay pit

The Town has no objection to the ex-
pansion of the Amos C. Martin Ltd. clay pit,
the Niagara Escarpment Commission was
told last week.

Martin owns 40 acres &I'Imﬂhlnﬂdlftnﬁ
Concession 8, fronting on the no 0
Sideroad. Eight acres has been licensed for
clay exraction since 1972, and now the
owner wants the remainder of the property
licensed.

Amoa C. Martin Lid. manufactures clay

tiles, primarily for agricultural use, at a
plant tn Wallenstein. Since the depletion of
the Wallenstein clay in (98], approximately
15,000 tons have been extracted onnually
from the Halton Hiils site. Production ls
expected to incresse (o less than 20,000 Lons.

Conditiona of val include rehabill-
tatlon of the &s aress are depleted,
removal of all mud from (ruck wheels
before entering Town road or highways, and
[encing aleng the southern limits of the

property.

Regional Counecil had a bucket [ull of cash
{o spread around in cultural grants Wed-
nesday but not evervone was happy with the
way the pot was divied up.

The Hamilton Philharmonic Society was
granted $12,000 with little debate and the
Royal Botonical Gardens recelved $174,600
in the same fashion.

But the modest demands of the
Georgetown Chamber of Commerce ($1,000)
Oakville Symphony Orchesira ($1,500) and
Lorne Scots Regiment ($2,000) recelved long
and detailed scrutiny that left some council-
lors muttering about the spending priorities
of their colleagues.

All were eventually approved except the
Chamber of Commerce application. Some
councillors argued that its BIG celebration
was not primarily a cultural event, while
others said it was a cultural event that anly
the town of Halton Hills and provincial
Bicentennial funds should support.

But just prier to denying this grant, over

$28,000 was given to the Halton Region
Salety Council in o cultural grant even
though many councillors agreed the money
was to be spent, not on cultural events but on
safety promotion compalgns.

Reglonal Chalrman Pete Pomeroy sald it
was included under cultural grant because
there didn't seem to be any other suitable
classification for it.

A number of councillors from Oakville
were upset at the attentlon Oakville Sym-
pheny Orchestra’s request recejved when
councll was eager to give the Hamilton Phil-
harmonic Orchestra (HPO) o vastly grealer
sum. Others had argued that the Qakville
symphony should get its support from the
town of Oakville,

Alter the HPO gol its grant it was reveal-

.ed that it has about 10,000 Halton sub-
“geribers, including 9,000 from Burlington

and 1,000 from Oakvllle. In the past the HPO
has only made appearances in Oakville,

The Qakville Symphony says it has per-
formers from around the region.

‘Nothing to celebrate,’
region ignores birthday

Holton Region may be 10 vears qld this
year but not even regional councll thinks a
celebrafion is in order.

A motion was killed Wednesday that
¢alled for the appointment of a committee to
plan birthday festivities in conjunction wilh
Ontario’s bicentennial celebration.

Said Regional Councillor Walter Mulke-
wich, "“Why should we celebrate 10 years of
government that has yet to be proven?”

Added Burlington Mayor Roly Bird, a
strong critic of regional government, “I

haven't run across anyone-who thinks Lo
celebration) is a good idea.”

Mulkewich said the province's bicen-
tennial was a time to celebrate 200 years of
history and cltizen achlevement, and [t
shouldn’t be used to mark the founding of a
palitical body like regional council. |

Even veteran regional politiclan Pat
McLaughlin was against any birthday
plans. :

He suggested that a 25th or 5(th anni-
yersary was n more appropriate event to
¢celebrate.

Planners question
sewage allocation

When land approved for development lles
vacant for & few years, should the sewage
capaclty allocated to that development be
retnined indefinitely?

That question is being discussed by plann-
ing and works department staffs at the
region and town levels.

The outcome could affect 55 development
applications in various stages of approvel in
Town, since all committed developments
arc included in total sewage plant capacity.

The question was volced by Planning
Director Ian Keith when two development
applications with draft approval, sought an
extension of that approval this week.

Marport Development Corporation, whose
proposal calis for 126 street townhouses or
link homes, behind the plaza, was approved
originally in 1976, and has had several ex-
tensions of draft approvals since then. The
most recent approval would have lapsed on
March 20, of this year, but council agreed to
& further six month’s extension.

Marport blamed the delay in building on

economic conditions when seeking exten-
slons in the past. This time Marport claims a
sgle of the land is being negollated and
hopes the new owner will proceed with the
subdivision agreement.

Sharmont Investments Lid. who plan 14
single family homes between Hillslde
Crescent and the CNR line, near the
kospltal, also were given o six month exten-
slon. In both cases a year long extension had
heen reguested. '

The planning director, in a report to coun-
cil, pointed out developments which show no
evidence of progress could hold up develop-
ment of proposed development to the south
and west of Town, since the sewage capacity
Is allocated and not belng used.

Keith said this report is simply & warning
that sewage capacity rights should not goon
forever, and the subject re-examined. “We
should keep such applicants on a short
rope,” _ he comme
ted 88 he recommended the six month's
extension cather Lhan the year,

Council agreed to the six month extension.

Pam Sheldon, right, presented Millle and Joka DeVries with glits at a surprise party at the
Acton Legion Friday. The DeVrieses owned and sperated Spayside General Blore for almest
six years apd recently sold Lhe basiness, planniug (o move (o Miltenr. Almost 208 (riends and
peighbors gathered st the party (o wish them well, ;




