' Would you use VIA?

250 Acton homes to get

Would you use VIA passenger lrains {f
there was a stop in Acton?

That's one of the questions about 230 Acton
households will be paked in the nexit couple
of weeks as a marketing survey kicks off the
local campaign to convince VIA to once
2gain stop trains here.

Counclllor Rick Bonnette and interim
Chamber of Commerce president Steve
Dawkins announced this week that Ian
McGillivray's grade 11 Acton High Schog)
marketing class has agreed to conduct the
servoy.

Final approval for the survey and the
axsocialed costs |3 & to be given
tomorrow (Thursday} at the Chamber's
board meeting. Bonnette will make a
presentation (o the Chamber board, which is
meeting at 12.30 p.m_ at the Station Hotel.

The students would be taking the LIes-
tionnaire to about 250 homes or about one
bousehold In seven in Acton. | .

Since it is a household and pot an indiyi-

'~ dual nnaire, it will be left at the home
for a lew days before students return to pick
them up. ‘
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Bonnette raised the idea of urging VIA to
again stop passenger trains here at a recent
w reported ‘'ve
heard strong support for the idea trnmwlha
mmmmiallly‘ Bnn::tdte .:ﬁmb'd . the
response he's received as * verwhelming. "
At Friday’s council dropin, Counciliors
Dave Whiting and Jake Kuiken both said
they too have heard support for a VIA stop
here from citizens. Whiting noted one caller
mdhelhmtlwﬁﬂopwﬂdbeugwd
idea, but also urged GO institute express bus
service from here to Toronto. Councilior
Rost Knechiel said he's recelved po feed-
Iﬂ-ﬂk ﬂn lhi’ im- I

Passenger trains stopped here for many
years and then with few riders the service
was stopped in the early 70s.

Since then, however, elrcumstances have
changed, Bonyette says. He notes Acton has
grown by about 1,500 people, much of the
growth coming in the Bavis and am
areas where there are 3 lot of commuters
uimkmlght tse VIA trains to get Lo and from
work.,

ques

commiders, FHomnette god
Dawkins believe a VIA stop here would be
popular with seniors and others who don
hlu:mwdun'tmﬂﬂmmtuph
the city for shopping or entertalnment. As
well they believe people might

(riends or relatives to come to Acton by
lrlhifﬂm#ulunphuu.hmlhp
here would also be beneficial in the drive to
tring tourists snd shoppers here from east

The survey s designed to give an indica-
tion of "how many commuters and other
potential train users would use the train
under the current schedule if there was &
stop bere,” Dawkina !

Those at homes surveyed will be asked: 1.
how long they've lived here: 2. where they
work; 3. how they get to work (car, Go bus,
GOlrain, etc); 4. how often they'd likely use
the VIA train for work or pleasure: 8. do
they have friends or relatlves who would use
the train to visit here if there was a atop
here. It will be a short questionnaire.

Anyone who lsn't surveyed is encouraged

{Contlnued on page 8)

if Councillor Rick Bonnetts
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and the Chamber of Commerce have thelr way VIA trains like
clon instead of Just whirzing through town.
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Appeals by two men found
guilty of causing the death of
Howard Gibbons in the
Dominen Hotel blaze in August
1978 were dismissed Wednesday
by the Ontario Court of Appeals.

Cosimo Mercurt was found
guilty of second dogree
almost two - years agoe and
sentenced to life imprisonment,

with parole considerations in 10

years, Mike McCristall was
found gulity of manslaughter
and sentenced to two years less
a day at the Ontario Correc-
tional Centre in Brampion. He

"' had been charged with second

degree murder also.

The convictions came at the
end of a sensational eix week
trial in March/ Aprll, 1082
Gibbons died of smoke inhalg-
tion during a fire which razed
the century old Dominion Hotel
August 19, 1079,

Mercur!, who has spent the
past two years at the Hamilton-
Wentworth Detentlon Centre
awalting his appeal, has been
taken to Joyceville Penitentiary
near Kingston. McCristall, who
has been out on bail since

shortly after his. conviction, s -

now in custody at the Hamiiton

murder -

" Leonard  Cripps,

detention centre and is awaiting

Roy Cornale, of Arthur
Maloney's law aoffice, and
solicitor for Mercuri, told this
newspaper there .were o
number of legal points ergued
last Wednesday, but the court of

. further assignment.

- appeal Indicated that each of

the points were not in error and
no error In law had teken place
on the part of the trial judge.

Both men have the right to
appenl this decislon to the
Supreme Court of Canada.

“Also charged In the case was
who haos
acquitted by the jury aftek three
weeks of Crown evidence.

The 1882 trlal brought forth &
self-confessed arsonist who
testified Mercuri, owner of the
hotel, had approached him to
torch the building. Also on the
witness stand were two women
with whom Mercuri had affairs,
hotel staff, numerous fire-
fighters, accountants, eye
witnesses to the fire, and many
more, (olgiling 32 witnesses.
Evidence indicated Mercuri
was In financial difficulty and a
two week suspension of his
liquor licence was pending at
the time of the fire. *

Councillors learn
of more problems
withambulances
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Three area people gét-

A Rockwood couple mﬂ:ﬂ HE;
' are
B

Staniey and Ellzabeth Adamiak and
Mrs. Swsan Simpecn, will receive
their award March 7 st a specia)

On July 18, 1983 at 9.40 am., Mrs.
Restivo was at Exrie Cove, Lake Erije,
HR 1 Selkirk when nm:dpd h;
rosn Lake & woman from the waters
Lako Exie. Mrs, Restivo sdministerad

mouth{o-mowth resmcitation
revived the woman,

and

Counciliors learned of a
number of new problems with
ambulances serving Acton from
Guelph and Georgetown from a’
citizen at Friday's counell drop-
in.

This resident, a woman, was
Il and couldn't altend drop4n,
s0 she phoned the Acton Social
Services and Informatfon to
pass on her comments on this
insue. :

Councillor Dave Whiting, who
took the call, and collegues Jake
Kulken and Ross Kenchtel,
were quile sirprised by some of
her experiences with the am-
bulances.

The wornan told Whiting she
opsed the ambulances from
Guelph and Georgetown about
10times between last April and
December and has found the
service to be ‘“‘generally
terrible."

G S
& Guel rge-
{own ambidances, but on one
occasion the trip took longer
than it showuld have because the
driver became ‘lost trying to
find the hospital,

Another time it took 43
minutes for sn ambulance to get
to her home, Whiting sald.

-The most “blatant” exampls
of poor service was the time she
was tzking a Guelph ambulance
and mah-hm "TI':; changed
during trip. WOoman,
who has severe heart problems,
reported that one ambulance
attendant was dropped off at his
home and . another attendant

picked up at home, during her
trip to the hospital, She was
asked Il she minded, and of
course sald aince she was quite
ill that she did mind.

“1'd be a little upset. too,"
Whiting said while sharing this
resident's observations with his
colleagues,

He said he has recelved more
comments frem taxpayers on
this Issue than any other he can
recall, cerfainly many more

{Continged onpage9)
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