Val Hall and Judy Kozak entertained at I;iu: tocal ulcnlshuw belore
the Wintario draw program Thursday night. For more photos of
Rockwood-Eramosa’s big night turn to This Week Thru The Lens, on

page 5.
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Rochwood’'s upcoming  winter
carnival and Eramesa - Township
carned some grade A publicity as the
community hosled the 338th Wintario
draw Thursday night.

The program graphics indicated the
draw was coming from Guelph, and it
was, but it wasn't, Host Faye Dance
explained right off the bat that while
the draw was coming from the
auditorium of the Col. John McHae
legion, Branch ZM4, in Guelph, the
hosts for the evening were nearby
Rockwood and Eramosa Township.

Co-host Greg Bereslord inlformed
the audience in the packed hall, as
well as those watching their TVs
tuned to Global in every corner of
Umtario, that Fcbruary 24 to 26 Rock-
wood and the surrounding township
are putting on their first ever winter
carnival and “if you like winler in
{mtaric you'll love it in Rockwood.,”

The first person from the audience
to push the button te stop the draw
machines wasn't from Guelph or
Eramosa, but Acton. Well known Bert
Davidson let Beresford know where
he hatled from and the host sald it was
close enough to the host community to
carn him a button push.

The next button pusher was Fred T.

Harkins and his three daughters. Fred
is the chairman of the winter carnival
and he said “"We think it's going to be
a greal party for all these {olks here
and just what we need.” His daughter
Kathy did the honors for the butlon
push.

Councillor Elda Jackson introdoced
chalrman of Eramosa’s recreation
commillee Alex Lush, and Walter
Swansion, head of the Rockmosa
Community Centre Board, and then
urged people come to the winter
carnival. Jackson noted there] be a
farmer’s walk, snowmaobile and cross-
couniry skiing races, hockey tourna-
ment and jols of other fun events. She
invited everyone lo “'come qu! and
enjoy yourself any way you can {at
the carnival).” Beresford replicd,
“You do, you will." Swanston pushed
the button.

Karen Howard pushed the button
and said she'd be going to the car-
nival, while MPP Jack Johnston
expressed hope the winner of the draw
he was pushing the button for would
be in the audience or at lcast from
Rockwoad - Eramosa.

Spinning the mystery bonus prize
draw wheel was Lorraine Stubbs, who

lives in Rockwood and was on both the
72 and '76 Canadian Olympic Dress-
age teams. In Montreal In 76 she
became the second Canadian to make
the top 10 in the world.

In o shorl presentation Wintario
gave viewers a “closer look™ at the
host community. While familjar
scenes and bulldings from Reckwood
and Eramosaz were shown on the
screen, the audience was told that
Eramosa is in the south-west cormner of
Wellinglon County close to Geulph.
Eramosa has a population of 5,000
people and consists of Lhe villages of
Rockwood and Eden Mils and
hamiets of Eramosa and Everion. In
the early years of the last century,
Eramosa was settled by Irish and
Scoltish people. Even today there are
many examples of the fine craftsman-
ship of Scottish stone masons around
lo be admired since many of the
original homesteads and Victorian
buildings in Eramosa are stil]l usad,

Eramosa - was settled primarily
because it offered excellent agricult-
ural land and the area still boasts a
large number of highly productive
farm operations.

With a branch of the Grand River
cutling through the township, Lhere

are excellent recreational appurtlub
ities in Eramosa and some beautiful
scenery. .

Rockwood is the site of Lhe Rock-
mosa Commumity Cenlre, viewers
learned, and it's the social and
othletic hub of (he township. Rock-
wood also fealures the recently
completed apariment
complex,

In all 19 photographs of famtliar
Eramosa buildings and scenes were
flashed on the screen during the pre-
sentation. ns well as at commercial
breaks.

Prior to the TV program, Councillor
Jackson was mistress of ceremonies
for a local talent show. The Rockwood
Centennial School grade 8 Centen-
nairs: Gordon Burnett; Sunshine
Boys band: and Val Hsll and Judy
Hozak: entertained.

Belore pir time - pla were
presenled to Ralph MeKen of the
Legion for the Branch's help in put-
ting on the draw and lo Swanston and
the Rockmosa board for their assis-
lance.

Proceeds from admission I‘.ir:kr:ts as
well as commissiont on draw ticketls
sold Lthatnight, went to Rockmosa and
township recreation projects.
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Council delegation

Pomeroy defends

| land purchase

Challenging the use of lot levies for the purchase of the Stevens proper-
ty was a bit late, former Mayor Pete Pomeroy told Halton Hills council Ko
Monday night as he reviewed arguments put forward by the citizens op- "

posed to the land purchase.

He noted the ot leyy reserve fund had
been set up in 1978, and had been confirmed
each yenr bul none came forward to
challenge it. *But when cauncil decided o
use it, it was challenged, the timing scems a
little questionable™. He noted it is healthy
{or the town and council to have their
bylaws challenged and reviewed,

ke said the citizens' brief sugpesled there
was not enough work done on other possible
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locations, and specifically mentioned the - _"

*Garret property at the curve on the highway .

at the west end of Georgetown. Pomeroy
said it is clearly in contravention of the Of-
ficial Plan, pointing out there is no access to
servicing and would really affect the timing
of any project.

The former mayor stressed council did
not go ahead with the project without a lot of
information, "'We hired appraisers, hired
engineering consultants to make sure the
land could be serviced and soil experts to en-
sure a building could be erected.” -

He noted Peter Walker, of the consulting
firm who did the downtown Georgetown
study, admilted his recommendation that a
municipal complex go downtown, was only a
concept. Pomeroy claimed Walker said he
had done no studies on the cost of asembling
the land, or the willingness of the owners to
sell. “There has to be a willing seller and a
willing buyer or you must expropriate.”

Referring to a stalement in the citizens’
brief that the land was appraised at $471,000
the former major commented, **I{ we could
have acquired it at that price, we should
have, but the vendor wouldn't sell it at that
price. He made it very clear through his
lawyer."

He mainiained the Humphries-McCaw ap-
praisal at $600,000 was the most accurate
and ecasicst to understand, since building

(Continved on page 11} ;
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Ontario and Halton's first woman Agriculiural Representative,
Phyllis McMaster (centre) stiends a weigh-In of n 100-day Ram at
tiie sheep operation of Ralph and Suzanne Southward near Camp-
bellville, as part of her duties. The Southwards are on Record of
Performance (ROP), a federal production measurement program.
Stanley, the Ram, welghted 117 pounds, Hallen's new Ag. Rep, Is In-

See inslde for story.

t:rﬂtcd In expanding the eduuum of urban dwellers about farm-
Ing and farm concerns, & phllosophy shared by her predecessor
Henry Stapnley, who has moved to Carleton County, his old home,

Photo by Bryon Johnson, courtesy The Burlington Pos?.

' Hero Joho Kritkcos sits with bls 14-year-old soo Emansel follewing bis brave nction Friday
evrilpg when be pulled 5 baby from a baming car. They lve on Storey Drive.

Acton man risks his life,
‘|pulls baby from burning car

by Helen Murray
An Acton man risked his life Friday night
when he crawled into a burning car on High-
way 401 to rescue an 18-monthold baby.
John Kriticos, 34, of 57 Storey Dr. said he
could see the face of his own 14-month-old
son as he watched the flames lick through an

older model Mustang, and knowing there -

was a baby inside, felt there was only one
thing {o do—try and get the child out.

Aided by a pair of asbestos gloves,
Kriticos, yanked open the passenger’s door
of the burning car and began fecling around
‘in the dense smoke for the car seat. His own
son's seat is on that side of Lhe car and he
attomatically headed there. However, there
was nothing in that spot in the Mustang and
it was not until the smoke cleared for a
{ractlon of a second that Kriticos saw the
baby behind the driver’s seat.

The Acton man said he crawled inte the
car and across the backseat to reach the
boy. but then had to fumble “for what
seemoed llke an eternily” before he could
undo Lhe straps on Lhe car seal, It was the
same kind of seal his son uses and he has a
hard enough iime undoing it u‘hen there is
nd emeTRency.-

Suddenly the baby came free am! Kriticos
saw Lhe infant's mother at Lhe driver's door.
He {lung the lzd into ber arms and waited in
the burning backseat until he was sure the
baby was safe. By thils time, the flames were
enguifing the car, and Krificos hair was
singeing and bhis plastic Jacket meiting. He

mannged to cscape the InfEmu with no
further injury to himself.

Kriticos was driving his CN trac-
tor trailer westbound on the 401 Friday
evening when at about 7.40, as he was near
the Dixie Rd. interchange, he saw the Mus.
tang shooting across the highway. It went
aboul 200 feet, across three lanes of highwa
before it hit a cement guardrail and crashed
into a snowbank, he sald. He found out Jater
the Mustang had been stopped &t the side of
the road and was struck from behind by
another vehicle, which pushed it acroas the
road.

When the impact eccurred, Kriticos sald,
the Mustang’s gas tank burst and the car lelt
a trall of gas across the highwny. The other
car. in the meantime burst into fames,
igniting the gas which was leading to the
Mustang, several feel away.

By the lime Kriticos got his trac-
tor (railer stopped, he was right beside the
car and grabbing his special gloves jumped
out to help. That's when he heard the mother
shouting her baby was still in the car.

Once the baby was free, Kriticos' oext
concern was for the 400 litres of fuel in his
own truck, which was dangerously close (o
the burning car. He pushed the mother and
chiid into his cab, and drove it up the road to
safcty. Al first he said, the police thought he
had caused the accident because of the way
his truck was blocking the road.

- The accident lefl the 401 down to one lane,
I{ri!ims said, yet motorists still continued (o
inch their way past the bnmning wreckage.

Even alter he signalled some to stap, he
snid, they kepl an coming.

Wee Timothy Lachance was taken to Peel
Memorial Hospital with minor injuries. He
was kept a (ew days for observation.

Hls parents, Raymond 24, and Karen 20 of
Hexdale were also taken to hospital, but
were (reated and reieased. The driver of the
other car was uninfured.

In his 17 years of driving for CN, Kriticoa
sald he has come across numerous ac-
cidents. Many times he has stopped and put
out car fires with his always-handy exting-
uisher. Just minutes before he witness part
of Friday night's accident, (he five-year
Acton resident said he puu-d another ac- -
cident at Highway 7 and 401, bud did not stop
because he was afraid of blocking teaffic
end the police were already on the scene.

A few months ago, Kriticos went to the
rescue of & burning 1axi nezar Silvercreek
between Acton and Georgetown. He said he
burned his hands as he tried 1o open the door

. of the burning car, but was reliéved when he

saw there was no one [nside. |

And a couple of years ago, the 34-year-old
jumped in a lake north of the Muskokas to
save a young boy who had fallen into the
water when his canoe tipped aover.

Besides the vbvious ha ending to
Friday's near tragedy, Kritlcos asid some-
thing else good has come out of [t, Through
all the publicity. old friends who he has lost
touch with have seen his picture, read the
siory and contacted him, He plans to renew
a Jot of old friendships, he says.




