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by Gerd Kolle _

The present office of sherilf has cheanged
since Robin Hood's day but some of the
sheriil’s duties are {denlical with those
carried ot by his ancient namesake.

The duties of the modern day sheriff
include setzing property, collecting debis
amd serving subpocnas.

But people still think of the sheriff as the
bad guy, says Robert (Mac) Sprowl, the
tenth sherill of the judicial district of
Halton, since the dtnﬁct was crealed In
1555

“Despite what people say, Lhe sheriff is
even-handed,” says Mr. Sprowl. "He's not
oul lo destroy anyone.”

The origins of the position date back to
ninth century Britaln, and the creation of
British commonlaw.

In those days, the shireteeve was a high

Sheriff's role changed since Robin Hood'’s day

ranking oiflicer in the King's couxt who ad-
ministered political and Jegal power In a
land divisien called the shire (& district).

The Shire Reeve had powers of arrest
and imprisonment and couldbe a nasty
customer for the local peasants to deal
with.

Today, the sheri{l conducts real estate
scarches to see il there are judgements
against disputed properties, serves
sunmons#s on civil court action, and
subpoenas jurors.

A [ar cry [rom Lthe days when he could
throw people into dungeons, says Sprowl.

“We leave the endorcement of the law to
the police, though in some US states, the
sheriff is a police officer," he says.

Ontario has 48 sherills and Mr. Sprowl is
eighth on Lhe list because Halton is one of
the more populated districts with 250,000

people.

The Halton sherifl’s department consists
of Sprowl, a deputy shetiff, three sherifl’s
officers, five clerks and a dozen support
staff in the Supreme and County Courts.

His office served 256,000 wrils, sum-
monses, and executions this year, more
than twice the pumber served in 1964
because the amount of work has grown in
proportion lo Haitlon's population growth.

"I farmed in Acton for 19 years before 1
was approached by the former sherilf of
Halton, Andrew Frank, who asked me if
I'd be interested in being a deputy
sherifl,”’ he recalls, "'l was interested, 80 I
tried it, and ['ve been doing it ever since."”

The sherill's affice 2150 serves Ontario’s

Supreme and County civil courts where it
acts as a “butler”, looking after the necds
of the judge, jurors and accused.

But by far the largest part of the
sherill’s job is'serving executions. Thisis a
legal document from a supreme or counly
court judgment against an individual who
has been sued for money owed.

The sheriflf cap seize all forms of
property {o ensure that the creditor is
paid, but law also demands the debtor be
lell with $2.000 worth of clothing, ap-
pliances and f{urniture and that sulls
Sheriff Sprowl.

“The sherifl has a duty Lo both deblor
and creditor,”” he zays. ""The idea is ioc get
the debtor to re-pay the creditor and then
get the deblor out of delt.”

But il’s hard to go through with some of
the tasks of office, especially when a
family must be evicted, he says.

"“Then, you do fead like you're the sherill

of Nottingham."
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. Pomeroy’s car
=" gets roughride
Council’s choice , Pete's preferfnce a t t h e R eg io n
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Burlington Councillor Walter Mulkewich
sald he kmew they had voted for a Ford pro-
g Marquis leased by the region could be duct in December, but assumed Ford
1§ numbered. dealers in the reglon would be allowed to

In fact, he may not even get the Ford LTD  bid.

that counell origirally intended him to have Burlington Councillor James Grieve and
. for his extensive travel requirementa as Millon Councillor Brad Clements both

Halton's full4time chairman. stated that they had no objection to the

Today council will deal with an Admini- arrangement, saying it was normal business
stratlon and Finance Committee recom- practice.

mendation that Pomeroy not be given ap- “I think we gol a good dcnl * sald

proval to lease (e more expenslve Grand Clements. _

Marquis from Ford and pay the added costs Armstrong said he hopes to set a policy

out of his own pocket. that all cars leased by the reglon will be put

As well, Halton Hills Councillor Mike upfortender. It would also be much simpler
Armstrong says he and QOakville Mayor IfPomeroytooka car allowance ralner than
-Harry Barrett will ask that an ecrlier coun-  a leased vehicle he also said.
cll decision to lease an LTD be rescinded. Barrett said councll should declde how
“Personaliy, I don't care what kind of car much {t wants to spend on the car and then
hedrives,” said Armstrong In an interview, give the money to the chairman and let him

His.objection was that car dealers were buy whatever he wants.
Of the whole debate Pomeroy said, *'l

rl:hnt glv?n tlé?dchancn to ?id a:1 Ee lease and e R ol
g reglon did not negotiate competin nk it was pretly petty.”
1 pel E He said that in two weeks he had driven

firma for ihe best dea.
1800 km on region business and that while he

“I think we are making a mockery of thu
system and I am not going to go along with  had no objection to an LTD, he Iiked the
Grand Marquis because “If I am going 1o

it, he sald at Wednesday's commlitee
meeting. drive a lot of miles I want to be :umrurt-
eble."”

(iher counciliors agreed.
Burlington Councillor Joan Little also ob- “The thing 1 like about the full size car is
that the one piece frame makes it safe,’ he

. jected becouse she sald a large, costly to
operate car like the Grand Marquis would added.
make a statement of wealth to taxpayers He also Baid that he was just as willing to
that was improper for a political be treated Hke olher councillors anc get a
representative. straight mileage allowance rather than a
Pomeroy sald to the committee, “I am leased car.
But occording to Perlin it would be

sorty I caused all this hassle.”’
*1didn"t know you approved a status sym- cheaper (or the reglon to lease a vehlele
because the chairman must do much more

bol,” he added, *'I thought you approved a
driving,

price range."
After o lengthy debate the commillee

it seemns there is a lot of confusion on
council about what was approved December  finally turned down Pomeroy's request for
the Grand Marquis. If council approves

21 which resulted in negotiations with Ford :
their recommendation today, Pomeroy will

for an LTD and Iater a Grand Marquls.
The motion passed reads, **That staff be have to return the Grand Marquis he {s now
driving on a short term lease.

directed to negolate the lease of the mid-
" Concluded Mayor Barrett, “We are going

sized vehicle, Ford LTD. . .

This was done and Halton was offered an o have a great year if the chairman’s car
LTD for about $280 month. takes this much time."”
Pemeroy was later conferring with the
president of Ford in Oakville on an un-
related matter when the subject of the lease
came up. The president offered to provide a
large Grand Marquils executive car with 12,-

000 km already driven at a good price.

Pomeroy agreed on the condition that he
would pay the extra leasing and operating
costs for the larger car—about $100 rr
month. He also agreed to cover the aadi
tional penalty for breaking the lease before
itathree year term expired which amounted
lo $703.

But when this was explained to the
Administration’ and Finance Commiltee
Wednesday, some of its members were sur-
prised,

Both Armstrong and Little said they had
not read the motion carefully enough and
had assumed the original council declslon
called for the leasing of a car the size of an
LTD, not necessarily a Ford product. They
also assumed normal tender procedimes
would apply. :

Chief Administrative Oificer, Dennls
Perlin said that when a fleet of vehicles is
leased by the region, dealers of different

Regional Chalrman Pete Pomeroy's days
as the owner of a large Mercury Grand

Heroin nﬁt neoded

Regionzl council was misguided in ts
decision to recommend lifting of the ban
on the use of heroin In Canada for pain
relief in the terminally i1l says a Miss-
issauga pharmacist.

In a letler to council, Wayne Stephen,
hospital phnrmar.isl at Mis.-.issnugu
Hospital, sald it is "‘patent nonsense”
that patients are being denied proper
paln relief because they are being denied
heroin.

“It is true thot many patients are being
denied pain contrel,’ he said. "“Unfortun-
ately, however, the gll too [requent
reason is that a vast number of the medi-
cal profession have not kept abreast of
the tntrnducllnn of newer concepts in this
area.’

Stephen said Dr. Peter Gﬂ!e who as
Halton's former heslth officer asked
council to make the recommendation,
was clearly not an expert in the fleld of
poinrellef. There are many drugs which,

Coordinator Tom Ruggle snowshoes across
the [rozen, creek. He “broke his batl™
organizing the event.

| |60S couts brave sub-zero
weather at winter camp

activities which included Cross Country ski-
ing, instructed by Laurie Williams and Ken
Genoe, Show shoelng, Spear throwing by
Mark Siddall, Survlval training and building
quickie snow shelters—known as a Quincy.,

Highlight of Satmday was the "Great

ﬂ!en Wi!i:ml m:uul.u kup warm and dry out arotind a roaring camp {lre.

Slory and pholoa by
Jezn Laymaa
Romping in the snow with an “Earth
Ball"' was great Num for 60 Scuuls attending
“The Cali of The Wild", in sub-zero weather
ot Winter Scout Camp ‘84, last weekend

cooked their own meals. Forty bales of
straw was provided, making a great in-
suwlator for all Scouts sleeping under canvas.
Twleve Rovers and (wo Venturers from
1st Limehouse built a large leanto from |

evergreen boughs for their sleeping quar-

- e .

January 13, 14 and 15.

Tom Ruggle, coordinalor and other
members of Ist Limehouse Rover Crew
made all arrangements for this Winter
Camip under the |eadership of Dick and Liz
Hock. Camp was held in a pretty setilng at
Limehouse Conservalion Area, behind the

Limehouse Scout Hut,

T™H¢ weather was crisp, sunny for all

anow Slide Tag'',

Klondike sleds were used to transport the
gear and woed into camp with a Klondike
sled race as well,

Two videa lilms were enjoyed on Saturday
evening shown In the Limehouse Scout Hut,

compliments of H &-H Video.

Each {roop came self contained and

ters, making a very practical giant size
Quincy.

Sunday merning after the Scouls own
service, a mass tug-of-war was held.

A vote of thanks goes out to 1st Limehouse
Rovers for a good camp during a Horse shoe
clesing. Ran Rock made a plagque for ““The
Call of The Wild" camp, which was pre-
sented to the troop with the most points.

Committee appointments

As is customary at the beginning of the
year, Halton Hills council Monday night ap-
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Commiltee will
and A Dodds

Marilyn Ser
will have

¥

" Rookie coumcillor Peter Notton will fill the

spot on Ballinafad Community Hall Board,
held by Mayor Russ Miller for the past ten
years.

mmmnmm&uﬂ Pam Sheldon

and Marilyn Serjeantson sit on George-
town and District Hospital Board.

Former Mayor Pete Pomeroy and Coun-

cillor Marilyn Serjeantson will continue to
be members of Credit Valley Conservation
Authority.

James France, and Mike Armstrong will

serve on the Property Standards

Committee,

The committees within Halton Hills coun-
cil are: Pits and Quarries—Sheldon, Kuiken
and Norton; Secondary Plan-—Armstrong,
McDonald, Bonnelle, Sheldon and Miller;
Aggregate Task Force—Sheldon, Kulken
and . Whiting: Site
Review—Armstrong, Knechiel and Miller;
Official Plan—Miller, Armstrong;
tion ' Study--Poulstrup, Miller;

Acton Urban —Whiting, Miller;
Bicentennial committee—McDonald,
Serjeantson, Notton, Boanette, Miller;
Budget Commitiee—Knechtel, Levy,

Plan

makes are allowed to tender bids.

But when only one car was being lensed,

asinthis case and when a car was leased lor

the Business Development Officer, a8 Ford
product is obtained to show appreciation to
the Oakville plant for being a Hallon
business.

Perlin snid they got the car at an excellent
price.

Haltom Hille

when properly administered, are totally
effective for pain rellef, he explained.

However, heroln has a “hideous poten-
tial for destruction 1o the addicted user”,
and he urged council 1o seek expert opin-
ions before taking a stand on such com-
plex issues.

Hyére Commission chairman Myri Allisos welcornes sew mayor Russ Miller to

the commbssion, replaciag Pete Pomeroy, who was clecied reglonal chalrman last menth,
Left to right, Hydre genera) manager Jerry Trodell, vice-chabrman Ab Tenasnt, Miller,
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g Mason and Blll Smith.




