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Stevens’ land purchase—municipal complex issue

" Town getting into development ” grey” area to province — Reed

As part of his contimudng investigation of
the pianned Halton Hills purchase of the
Stevens’ property, Halton-Burlington MFPP
Julian Heed has wrilten te Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing Qaude
Bennett sceking a statement.

In releasing his lelter to Bennett this
week, Heed also wrote this newspaper
noting ‘‘the answers my office has been
getting from the Ministry would tend to see
this area of municipalities becoming in-
volved in development as a 'grey” area.”

1 believe that a statement on paper from
the minister would make most interesting
reading for boih the Halton Hills council and
concerned citizens,” Reed wrole

Following i5 the text of his Jetler to
Bennetl:

“‘Recent evenisin the Town of Halton Hills
regarding the proposal to purchase land for
o future municipal complex has raised the
question of whether this kind of action the
town has proposed is in some contravention
al the municipal acl. A citizens’ briel
presented lo council last Monday outlines
the cancerns more concisely than [ could
possibly put into this letter and 1 therefore
enclose a copy for yvour information.

*The subjects in question, of course, are
twolold., namcely the enplering into (ke
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Halton-Burlinglon MPP Julian Reed

business of land development by a munici-
pality and the utilization of lot levies,
“Are there any precidents for Lhis kind of
nclion in other municipalitles in the
province? Has the question of the legalities
of lot levies themselves becn settled?
“Your answers to these guestions would
certainiy help to guide bath the citizens who
have raised them and the council who I am

sure want to do the right thing
Question legality

A citizens' group's beief to council last
week has ralsed a number of
zbout the legality of the Town buylng the

- whole Slevens' property on Maple Ave. In

Georgefown. Reed was on hand for the
presentalion, at the request of members of
the cilizena’ group, and pledged afterwards
e use his position as Lhe area's MPP to try
and gel more answers for the public.

The citizens' group suggesied that while it
is perfectly legal for council to buy lasd for a

future municipal complex, it may be
another maiter entirely to buy more land

than the Town requires.
Buying more than need

Numerous Town reports have shown the
amount of land required for a municipal
complex would be seven or eight acres, but
Halton Hills has offered $600,000 for about 29
acres. The deal cioses the end of March.

The Municipal Act states that a
municipallty can buy more land than it

needs if by purchasing the entire parcel it :

gels the land at a more reasonable price and
on terms mote advantageous to the

munlcipality.”

The cltizens question if this is in fact the
case. A letler from Hobert Nicholl, Long-
more Developments, received by couneil
September 13, 1983, stales the vendor is
“now willing'' to discuss sclling the Town
just the portion it needs for the complex.
One councillor advised the group that it's
true the vendor would have sold a smaller
portion instead of the whole property but
wanled $70,000 an acre. However, a humber
of other councillors, both those who voted
[or and against the purchase, said they kmow
nothing about this offer to sl less land and
lhere are no wrilten public records of the
Town pursuing buying just seven acres,
discussing the price or making an offer,

- Thecitizens also quesilnned some council-
lors saying they weren't voling for a
munlcipal complex but just a land purchase,
since if they don’t intend lo build a complex
in the future the Town has no legal right to
buy lhu land.

Binding future councils?

is the councll also binding future councils
to spending on a complex if it Isn't bulit
before the end of this term, the citizens’
briel asked.

They noted the Town shouldn’t be gettiing
into the development business and land
speculation by planning o aell off the excess
Nevens' properly for howsing to raise
money. They noted the Town's only allowed
to be involved in land for industrial
land and residential development for low
income subsidized housing in conjunction
with the province,

Lot levies use questloned

Another concern brought up by the
citizens and being pursued by Reed is the
Town's practise for several years now of

putting lot levies in a reserve fund for the

land purchase and municipal complex. Lot
levies, the brief maintained, should only be
used lo “‘cover additional cost to the munlcl-
pality which is ¢reated by the subdivision."
This hasn't been done and the citizens ask
"who then paid for the additional lcad
created by these subdivisions? Did the resi-

denls of the new lols get the servim which
they paid for?"

Hospllal land not Town pmhlem. see page J;
Wae did Nicholl wock for? and Why need
more space when staff s smaller, turn o
page Bl; plus draft plan for development of
Stevens’ land from August 1082, see page
Rna.
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Actttm needs its
own ambulance

Acton should have its own ambulance four
members of Halton Hills council were told
Friday alternoon at Acton’s council drop-in.

Kerwin McPhail said “it's about time
Acton had one (ambuwance) of (ls own, one

““that “goes” somigwhers other than George-
town Hospital.”

Mayor Huss Miller, Counciliors Jake
Kuiken, Dave Whiting and Ross Knechlel

“agreed it's a subject which should be raised
at the Region, though they held out little
hope of Acton,gefling its own ambulance.
" Thirty{ivé years ago Acton had its own
private ambulance service, yel loday people
must walt 26to 25> minutes sometimes for an
ambulance from Georgetown, McPhail
observed.

McPhail suggested that counting the sur-
rounding area. Acton has o population of
gbout 10,000 people and much smaller
centres have nmbulance service. so this
community should have its own ambulance
too.

He asked if the reason people are taken to
Georgelown Hospital instead of Guelph, as

* requested by many using the service, was
because of pressure on ambulance atten-
dants from higher-ups to bring business to
Georgetown Hospital so that facility won't
“fail*’. None of the councillors had ever
heard of such 2 notion and discounted the
theory.

McPhail reported he's had occasion to cull
the ambulance & few times in the past lew
years and hpd to practically “threaten
litigation™ to be taken to Guelph Hospital
instead of Georgetown Hospital,

He's also checked the ambulance service
out with local physicians and found they
report that if you're in &n accident and don't
have family with you able to say you should
be taken to Guelph Hospital instead of
Georgetown Hospital, youre taken to
Georgetown. On one occaslon 2 doctor on the
scenc said the victim should go to Guelph,
but the ambulance still went to Georgetown.

McPhail emphasized he wasn't blaming
the occasional slowness of getting am-
hulances here and the problem of being take

. to Georgetown instead of Guelph on the
volunteer ambulance attendants.

"Ambulance service is spread teo thinly
around here, so Acton ﬂi‘:!ﬁ bad service,” he
charged.

This isn'l the first time McPhail has
raised this concern. He recalled going lo

j both Miller and Councillor Pam Sheldon
-\, about the problem a couple of years age, but
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never got an answer, Miller
uclmuwiedged the concern, which he has

never heard ralsed by anyone else in Acton
and area, had slipped his mind and
suggested that one reason McPhail was
upset was that he and Sheldin hadnl
followed-up on his request.

Councillor Dave Whitlng said an am-
bulance study was done for the region and a
central dispatch system hbased in Misais-
saugn s coming in the future,

Currently, Whiting understood, the policy
is thot a person can reguest to be taken to
Guelph Hospltal and the request will be
followed. An amhbulance can also be
dispatched to Aclon from Guelph, nat just
from Georgetown, he said, Whiting said he
wasn't aware of the kinds of problems

McPhail was talking about for Acton peaple:

wanting to be taken to Guelph Hospital.

Ambulance service is a provinelal con-
cern, that level of government has the
contrel, Knechlel observed.

That was true, but there was still no
reasen why Halton Hills council couldn't
lead Lthe drive to get ambulance service for
Acton and request one, McPhall retorted.

Whiting said since he sits on social ser-
vices committee at the region and the region
deals with the province on hospitals and
ambulances, he'd raise the issue at that
level of government. The councillors all
agreed it would be faster for a direct ap-
proach at the region, rather than Halton
Hills sending o resolution to regional
couneil.

When the subject is raised alt reglon,
cotncillors shouwld go armed with
“materials' to help make the case for an
Actop ambulance, McPhall urged.

Knechtel sald a request for an Acton
ambulance from Halton Hills would be
rejected by the province, the reglon would
have a better chance of seeing its request
met.

Il a person is Injuried in an accident they
should be taken to the best hospital in the
area, and that would be Guelph not George-
town, Whiting declared. He sald he could see
being taken to Georgetown Instead of
Guelph could present real problems since
mare serious cases are sent from George-
town to Brampton and that's just that much
further away from home. .

Acton is too small for three or four am-
bulances, Kuiken said. However, McPhall
said, if the community bad one ambulance,

{Continued on pages)
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Jeankfer Koprowski and Wendy Grabam (foreground) took advant-
age of the cold, snowy weather and slipped down the embankment

beside the Acton Citlzens’ Band Hall. Lanny Sleep, Eddle Sleep and

Christine Groham (background) soon followed their playmates
down the slope. Photo by MARK HOLMES.

Fewer out of work

The employment picture in Halton Hills
has improved somewhat over last year,
according to an officlat of the Canada
Employment Centre in Georgetown, which
also serves Acton and grea.

Last year at this time there were 2,134
people registered with the office and 1,568
people on unemployment benefits.

This year there are 2,069 people registered
for work and 1,383 mllectlng benefiis.

*'We had more seasonal layoffs iast year
and § think that accounts for the dif-
ference,” seid Lilllan Hughston, Branch
Manager of the Canadaem
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oyment Cenire.

While nationally, youth unemployment
lops 20per cent, Halton Hills and area youth
gon’t account I’ur the highest percentage of
unemployment in the area, she said.

“We find the highest percentage amongst
the age group 25 to 44."

Hughston sald that while those aged 18 to
24 are not the largest group of unemployed
In the area, over the years they have been
the most active when it comes to Jooking for
work through the employment centre.

““They appear to be more eager to get
work,' she said.

She suggested this was probably because

Big winner of ‘84 car
In drug store contest

According to Bill Yundt, the owner of the
focal Guardian Drug franchise, Acton
Pharmacy, it was the {irst time since he
opened a pharmacy in Acton 17 years ago
that he has ever seen a big prize won locally
in the vartous contests held each year,

““The contest ran only in Ontario,"” said
Yundt, “"and it was sponsored by Guardian
Drugs which is a subsiduzry of Drug Trad-
ing Company Limited from Teronto."”

Mrs. Dmu;ﬂﬁ:haﬂll:duﬁmentry
form for the contest last stmmer and
up ber car Wednesday. She said she 't
knaw if she'll keep the car or not, bt it Roe
is nice driving around in the Hitle blue hatch
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Thanks to a Guardian Drugs "Get Away,
Give Away'’ contest last summer, a fucky
Acton resident is driving around town In a
brand new car.

Audrey Dunn sa!:l she was really sur-
prised last November when she received a
ptwne call telling her she was the winnerof a
19684 Chevy Chevette.

Mrs. Dunin, who s married and has t{wo
children, 10 and six, said her hushand was
just as ewrprised as she was because it was
the first major prize the area resjdents have
ever won.

“We've won little things like door prires
before, but this is the [irst time we've won

“‘!ﬂhlﬂ# fﬂllr hiﬂ " sald Mrs. Dunn.
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they have established less financial security
than older people and have the least amount
of joh seniority to fall backon when nwailing
recall from Jayoff.
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