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 Jtain high standards of

Area’s new chief detective says standard's h/gh

The Canadian Constitution has been a
good incentive to police officers to main-
performance
asserts the new head of criminal investd-
gations for area regional police,

“With the Charter of Rights everything
has o be done letter perfect,’” says Stafl
Sergeant Roy Smith, “‘which is good
Jbecause it is making us betler police of-
feers."

That merns buliding & slrong case

meticulous work that is fair to the

rights of the accused. But it zlso means

pelice must spend more time and money

on investigalions to meet the standards

required by the courts, adds Stalf Sgt.
Smith.

Staff Sgt. Smith replaces Stafl Sgt. Les

Graham as head of the Criminal Investi-

galions Bureau for 11 Division which
covers Halton Hills. The transfer lakes
Grahzm to Oakville where he wlll head the
Criminal Intelligence Bureau.
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The transfers are not promotiens, but
are part of the Halton force’s carcer deve-

. lopment program to give its officers wide—

ranging experience.

“It is & valuable position for me o
agsumne because I get to expand my know-
ledge of the department,’” says Staff Sgt.
Smith. "'It's personally gratifying to me
because I get to work with other people in
the district.”

He previously worked as a uniform stafl
sergeant with 11 Division where he would
only have contact with one shift at a time.

As head of criminal Investigations Staff
Sgt. Smith, along with his staff, are
responsible for case management. They
co-ordinate and gulde involved investi-
gations, doing such things as setting up
surveillance, tracking down witnesses and
information, and ensuring both appear in
cotrrt at the appointed time. -

Stafl Sgt. Smith is careful to point out

that detectives do not um-dmdnw
uniformed officers in thebr

bilities. Each tackles & different side nf
crime fighting.

“jdont want to give the i.rnl;reubn that
this is an elite office,”” he says
“{Uniformed oflicers) are the kont l!ne
troops and we are there (o back them up.”

Uniformed ofllcers are the first at the
scene of & crime and often handle their
own [nvestigations. However, because
they have pairol responsibiiities, they
can't always devole the time needed In
more involved cases, such a3 homocides or
robberies. In such instances the detective
will assist or take over.

“"Most of our work i3 follow up investi-
gation work,"” says Staff Sgt. Smith.

Staff Sgt. Smith's previously worked In
CIB [or six months in 1976.

His invalvement with police work, and
especially police work in the area, is a long

one. ARer spending three years aa
:;_n]it:rr puue?hnn?ﬂln the Canadian
orces during the lnte Sixties, he

the Town of Milton Police Drpartmm
1970, which later became part of Halton
Reglnuall‘nﬂcc

He and his wife live in Milton.

“I've policed here for pretty well my
whole career,'" he says. ““Ifind it an enjoy-
lihle place to work with excellent faclii-
ties.”

He does remember, with some fondnesas,
his days here in Georgetown in the early
708 when police worked out of cramped
quarters an Mill 8., near the hote).

One of the blg concerns then was bar-
room brawls on a weekend evening.

“Several times I would be gt the desk
and would have to walk ocross the street (o
back up the other oflicer oo duty and haul
the guys in,” he smiles. “Times have
changed.”

Mayor Russ Mlller says the rural area of Halton Hills were hit worst
by recent heavy snowfalls byt it doesn’t seem to bother these two

gliris exercising thelr horses on the Sixih Line, Sunday afternoon.

Mazar sSays

Rural roads are clear but some of the huge snow banks blow back
ontoroads when the wind whips up.

Rural areas hit worst
by December snowfall

by Gord Murray

Mayor Russ Mtller says he can fully un-
derstand why taxpayers in every corner of
Halton Hills are upset with snow plowing
and removal service this year,

tie colled this newspaper Friday and
offered some observations about the snow
service this winter and the many, many
complaints he's hearing.

“] know people want action and not ex-
cuses, But most years the situation wouldn't
be this bad. If we went out and hired more
men when we have a disasirous winter,
what would we do with them the next nine
years when we have normal winters? Then
we'd be getting complaints Lhat weTre
paying people to lean on thelr shovels,”™
Miller declared. If the winter continues to be
severe everyone's just going to have lo
“suffer'" at times,

“I agree it's tough to get around town
(Georgetown and Acton) these days, but it’s
even worse in the rural arca,” he snid.
 Miller saya he isn't getting many calls
from Acton residents, but that's only
because the people are calling Cumcillnrs
Rick Bonnette, Ross Knechtel and Dave
Whiting. He said he knows the ward one
representatives are receiving lots of calls.

However, the mayor says he's getting
loads of complaints about the ronds in
Geargelown and the sidewalks too (he
wishes people would clean thelr walks).

Complaints are in from the rural
area, he says. Miller rhymed off lists of

he's had complaints about, like the
Line, Tenth Line, Ninth Line, Eighth
efc.
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Citizens are also complaining abuut diffi-
culties in getting eround in parking lots like
the Alcoit Arena or the parking area at
Acton Library. Miller says he's taken thesc
up with staff, but they understandably are
countering that how can they worry about
parking lots when pegple can’t get around on
the roads. Solutions to this problem are
being worked out.

““We've got more work than we can handle
this year. We've had more snow and really
cold weather early in the winter than usual.
We'd be doing fine il this was a normal
winter.'

Milier explained there're 34 men working
on the snow crews and with a winter like this
“probably’ we should have 40."” There have
heen more deaths recently than usual, so
works staff have been busy in the ceme-
leries too, cutting into snow service time.

“We're short the men we need to handle
lhis and we've been practising restraint. If
the rest of the winter is [ike this the people

will just have to suffer and put pressure on
councitlors to increase the enow budget. In
fact it's somethlng we're going to be logking

at anywoy and a lot of us (members of

councll} are talking about it now."

He says this problem wilh snow has been
buildlng for several weeks now and the
situation has just been getting worse. *If we
could only have a week with no storms we'd
get caught up and we'd be fine." He npoted
that as of Friday morning there hadn't been
a lot of fresh snow, s0 crews were out then
and would be on the weekend, hopelully the
meas would finally be cleaned tup for a while,

Money the Town saved last winter
because it was an easy winter hadto go into

rural roads, which because of the mild.
- winter wound up being in worse mape than

usual.

Miiler acknowledged that he's aware a lot
of Acton reaidents believe Georgetown gets
better service, but the same kinds of com-
plaints the Acton Free Press has wrilten
about in recent weeks he's also hearing from
Georgetown people.

Ina ”diu::trnm“ winter like this one has
been 50 far, he thinks the only sure solution
ia for the Town to hire “six to 10 more men
and put an exira $50,000 (o $100,000 in the
mﬂ.n

He realizes snow service Is & high p-inrity
with citizens in December, Janusry and
February. People suggest cutting back on
other . such as recreation, in fact he's
already sOIme Mﬂhﬂ
along the same lines, but then comeillors
will just hear another set of complaints

later. The complainers about recrestion

spending cuts may be from different
citizens, it they're still taxpayers.
“In winter snow removal is in . In
the summer It's forgotten and the com-
aints are about lack of recreation spend-
en {ields."”
Summing up the winter sitoation Miller
cbserved “maybe we just have (o accept 2
!ﬂthingswhkhlrnrﬂlljmmptmm

- short Ume "
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Roads bad

Don‘t put children on
school buses if worried

Parents shouldn't put their children on
school buses if they have the slightest
qualms about the weather or driving condi-
tlons, according to Halton Board of Educa-
tion Trustee Arlene Bruce (Acton}.

Bruce, Esquesing Trustee Dick Howitt,
and Georgetown trustee and board chalir-
man Betty Fisher, discussed bussing inllght
of the bad winter Halton Hills is
encing this year in Interviews this week.

“Parents must realize they are tnder no
pressure to send their children on the buses
if they have any concerns about the
wedather. In the case of parents of toddlers
when the weather is {[ly they ghould feel
comfortable not sending their children,”
Bruce declared. '

Fisher said she and her colleagues Howitt
and Bruce have been on top of bussing pro-
blems this winter. She noted Howitt dnd

. Bruce have brought problems o the altén-

tion of the administrator in charge ¢f the
buses while she herself has taken the matter
up with Director of Education Wally Beevor
and executive commitiee.

Parents have been calling the trustees and
they noted they welcome the contact with
parents.

Fisher sald the board “strives for per-

. fection’’ where the safety of the children on

buses is ¢concerned. _

There have been n fow problems thia
winter, one morniog in in particular when
roads were quite icy, Fisher explained whep
conditions are bad because of snow it's easy
to see, icy roads can be more difficult to
detect.

“We're (the board) trying to be more
astute to early morning conditions, Fisher
explained.

Howitt explained board administrator
Jim Hunt is in touch with the regional police,
regional publle works, the alrport westher
office and all the bus companies, before
deciding where buses will run. The Esques-
ing trustee has suggested staff also contact

" Halton Hills public works to obtaln even

Regional chalrman Pefer Pomeroy

~ bably a month's worth of bad da

Seek Guide
handbooks

White Oaks area Girl Guides are .}
tough Lime buying Girl Guide Han \
and they’ra hoping former Guides in Acton
and Georgetown areas will help alleviate the

ao a

Efleen Nagels, & Girl Guide trainer in the
“Hlt:ﬂahm:ﬂthehmdhmkhng
out In storea, now being reprinted
the meantime, she's people who have
old handhbooks will donate them so girls in
the pregram now won't have to do without.

In addition to the old handbooks, Nagels is

looking for any other books that have any-
thing to do with Guiding, to becorne ofa

resource centre that would be ay o'

all Gaide leaders in Whiteoaks area, which
includes Acton, Georgetown, Oakville,
Missisanuga, m;m.mmm

She's boping anyooe with hendbooks or
otber malerial pertaining to the Girl Guide
movement will call the aresoffice at 416279
Z190, or Nagels berself gt Q18-273-7922.

more detailed Iinformation about westher
and road conditlons in this area.

All of the trustees noted it's a difficult
decislon to make and it’s hard to predict
what will happen with the weather. How-
ever, Howitt noted, a declsion must be made
about the buses before 6.30a.m. so radio sta-
tions can be notlfied.

Fisher admitted one morning this winter
there was a "complete error in judgement”
regarding 1f the buses should run. ""We hope
it won't be repeated. We'll be more astute to
conditions in the future. We will have errors,
but 1 hope not again this winter.”

She emphaslzed the board would never
send the buses out in poor conditions just to
keep the school open.

Throughout the entire winter there's pro-
When
a about

She sald the declslon isn't made in Burl-
ington, {where the board offlce is located)
it's made locally through consultation
between Hunt and bus company operators
who go cut and examine the roads.

“We're not perfect, there can and will he
bad declslons made, so parents shouldn't
send their children on the buses if they are
&1 all worrled,' Bruce declared,

Even on the one bad day in north-west
Halton 1Hills when the buses shouldn't have
run, Howitt sald the right decision was made
for 90 per cent of Halton.

Bus drivers have “standing orders” to
turn around if the road conditions are bad.
““They're not expected to plow on through
the snow drifts and ice no matter what,”
Howitt explalned.

“The hunrd and Hunt do a good job of
meking a difficult decision 89 per cent of the
time," he declared.

Th= board is on the “horns of a dilema"'.
Howilt explained there are complaints some
days if the buses run and complaints the
same daysif they don't run."” *'I'd ralher see
us err on the side of safety if there's any
doubt at all."

Pomeroy pays
for bigger car

Don't, get your dander up il you see
chlnnal C(hairman Pete Pomeroy driving
aroundin o large, new Mercury Grand Mar-
quis, rather than the midslze Ford LTD

tough decisibns have to be made

“bussirig, Bruce observed.

. Halton Reglon was going to lease for him.

Everythiag is nbove board.

At least one reader was annoyed enough
by the sight to phone The Independent with a
complaint, but an Investigation determined
Pomeroy is paying for the added costs of the
larger vehicle out of his own pocket,

It was reported last week that Pomeroy
was going to receive a leased mid-sized
Ford LTD through the reglon, along with
mileage coets and a $9,000 fncrease In
salary. This was approved by councll be-
cause he has taken on his reglonal dutles full
time, while his predecessor, Jack Raftis,
was a pari4ime chairman.

The region is paying $280 a month to lease
the Grand Marquis—the full lease price of
an LTD-and the additienal leasing price
and operatiog cosis of the Grand Marquis
will be paid by Pomeroy, totailng abotut $100
a month.

In addition, if the three year lease is
broken before its expirary date, a penalty
must be pald to the dealer, Pomeroy will
have to cover the additional charge for the

- Grand Hl:quil. over an LTD—about $700

extira.

Pomeroy's tern as regional chnlrmm
lasts for two years.

Two car crash

There were no injuries in a two car crash
on 27 Sideroad of Erin Township near Con. 8,
sccording to Guelph OPP,

Police say Lynda Horne, 39, RR 4 Grand
Fﬂhy.mmhmdmdlﬂrm Kilner,
19.or RR 1 Limehouse, wuuﬂbmmdwhm
mmumum . Both spplied the brakes'

lﬂdﬂa&btnlmhuthu according 1o

Hamuvehiclunmnnedlbnmﬂ.mm
and Kilner's $1.900,
There were oo charses laid.
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