Council takes tough stand
on rural land severances

Where is the line bdwtm B
government policy that defends the
best-interests of its constituenty and
one that hendcuffs them?

That was a question

council had to wrestle with at iis last
1983 mecting, December 21, when it
faced the touchy issue of protecting
farmiand versus the deasire of two
Nassagaweya farmers {0 pul resi-
dential plots on rural land they
- pwned.

Coincidentally, only a week before
the planning commiltee received a
bulky staff rt on the adverse
effects of increasing urbantzation of
rural lands in Halton on the agri-
cultural communtty. It cencluded
that such development was harmful
to the farming community . and
should be strictly limited to hamlietls,
rural clusters and rural sub-divi-
BIDI1S.

A survey of Halton {armers in-
dicated they were dissatisfied wilh
the region's atlempts to stem Lthe
tide of urbanizption and by a 3to 1
margin said that further nonfarm
lot severences would hurt the farm
community.

But that general overview came
under tough scrutiny when councll
was faced with twe members of the
farming community, each asking for
a severance on land they properly
owned.

William Paterson and John
McNiven are both Nassagaweya
farmers who had their applications
fer severences opproved by the
Land Divislon Commiltee. Both
approvals were under appeal by the
region an the grounds they did not
conform to Halton land use policies.

Paterson is a parttime farmer
who purchased a 100 acre plot 10
years ago and now wants (o sever 5
acres on which Lo retire.

Alter buying the land Paterson
and his wife cleared it and tried to
grow crops. Due to insufficient top-
sotl this l‘nlled and they have been
limited to cullivating hay and
managing a Mock of 20 sheep.

“The land u it stands now I don't
think will port further agri-
cuftural penent,”  Paterson
told council and he explained the

;*mtm't was loo small to make a liv-
ng

Regional pulk::,r allows farmers o
sever land for retirement lots, but
despite his 10 year [arming efforts

cy does not consider -

regional

him a bonafide farmer because his
primary occupation is as an em-
ployee of Ford In Qakville.

McNiven liveson a 5 acre plot that
was part of a 100 acre parcel farmed
by his family, beginning with his
great grandiather, from 1903 to 1532,
The remeining 95acres was soldto a
neighbering farmer and McNiven
now wants lo split the remaining 5
acres in half to allow his sister-in-
law to build a home.

The region In Lhis case objected to
the severance because it increased
the building and papuiation density
on 5 rural acres which Director of
Planning and Development Rash
Mchammed reported "is contrary to

good rural ares planning prin-

ciples.”

However, some members of
council saw it as an Injustice that
men who had both worked their land
could now be denied the right to
build a home on it.

A week before the council meeting
the planning anrd public works
committee saw the situation In (hat
light when after listening to Pater-
son state his case, it decided Lo re-
commend that council end its appeal
of the LDC approvals.

Shortly after taking that stand the
commitlee was presenied the
lengthy report that sald such deci-
slons nun contrary to the best inter-
ests of the agricultural commumity
in Halten.

It's findings were that lot by lot
residential non-farm development
hurt farming because it:

_created an incentive o sell off
farmland by creating higher land
values for non{arm uses,

~increased taxes,

—removed  valuable
from service and crealed inelficient
farm sizes and shapes on Lhe re-
maining land,

—diluted the political volce of the
farm commmity and increased con-
Mict between farmers and. rural
homeowners who don't farm.

That repart was enough tocreate a
strong split on council when it was
agked to decide on the severence
oppenls.

Where is Norval?

"Where the heck is Norval any-
way?'', Qakville Mayor Harry
Barrett must have asked himseil at
the regional council meeting of
December 21,

One thing isfor sure, it is a heck of
a long way from Nassogaweya as he
discovered during the debale over
land serverances for two farmers in
that area of Milton.

Barrett wos objecting lo Regional
Chalrman Pete Pomeroy speaking
in favour of ending the region’s

appeal of & severence granted to
William Paterson by the Land Divi-
slon Committee.

“Consldering where you come
from I think it is highly improper,”
admenished Barrett.

Responded Pomeroy stecnly, *'1
come from Norval which is an urban
area."

Pomeroy could well have pointed
out that Norval is over 13 miles, as
the crow flies, [rom the nearest
Milton farm under discussion.

farmland:

‘The policies that are there now
trﬁlrtr:ung development) are
supported by the {arm community,”
said Burlington Councillor Joan
Little who added that these policies
are being stripped of force because
exceplions are made.

“Somewhere we have Lo establish
some consistency on these things,”
she said.

Burlington Mayor Raly Bird
concurred saying that 1o suppoart a
halling of the region’s appeal would
be to give a clear message that such
severances will always be approved
by couneil.

"“Ithink we have lo establish a re-
cord on council that we support the
regional official plan.” he said.

Milton Councillor Bill Johnson
came out strongly on the side of the
farmers saying they had put a great
deal of time and money into farming
their land and were entitled te bene-
fit from their properiy, especially
since surrounding farmers had not
voiced objecttions Lo the severances.

He pointed out that the Patersoen
farm was shawn to be non-viable for
ferming and would not clash with
land use in the vicinily where there
already existed a number of homes
and businesses (the land is still

designated rural).

Burlington Counciilor Rob Forbes
ogreed saying that guidelines are
always meant to allow legilimate
exceptions. He said the provincial
Mintstry of Agriculture and Food
had looked at the Paterson case and
concluded the severance would have
no effect on local farming.

In the end council split 10-100n the
Paterson case with Regional Chair-
man Pete Pomeroy breaking the tic
by casting a vote in {avor of halting
the appeal.

MeNiven was not so lucky, Council
appearcd to be swayed by argu-
ments that intensifying the resident-
tiel use would be 2 mistake in a
vinble farming area and they voted
to continue the appeal.
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