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Mandatory penalties
make a lot of sense

caught

YOU TAKE GOLWATH
TO PLOW GEORGETOWN
ANDPI'LL PLOW ACTON - /

Word from police forces getting are

across the nation, including
- Halton, that the number of
people nabbed for impaired
driving this holiday season
i1s down substantially should
be viewed as a great holi-
day season blessing.

Finally impaired drivers
are getting the message,
They don’t belong on the
road. This makes the
streets a little safer for
everyone eise.

This drastic decrease in
the number of impaired
charges might lead some to
think
penalties for drunk drivers
from the federal govern-
ment and the insurance
industry’s plan to make im-
paired driving charges cost
you dearly in future
premiums aren't all that
rnecessary.

But, a decrease in im-
paired drivers at a time of
the year when there is over-
wtelming and effecitve
advertising against the
practise, as well as beefed-
up enforcement which is
highly visible by police
everywhere, doesn’'t mean
the problem of drinking
drivers is disappearing.
- They're just being more
careful when the odds of

that tough new

increased.

Mandatory jail terms,
fines and licence suspen-
stions for drinking drivers
are in place now in this pro-
vince and the feds seem
prepared to make them
even stiffer.

Mandatory jail terms and
other compulsory penalties
depending on what the im-
paired driver did, such as
killing or seriously injuring
scmeone, also make sense.

No doubt there are
readers who wish there
were more mandatory
sentences on the books and
less discretionary powers
for the judiciary.

The reaction of readers to
the recent 60 day jail
sentence for the persen

behind the wheel of a car in
a dangerous driving case in

- which one Actonian was

killed and another badly in-
jured, ranged from shock to
outrage to contempt for our
courts. This case didn't in-
volve excess drinking, but it
was still extremely serious
and would seem to have
been a good spot where a
mandatory sentence on the
books would have been
helpful. —G.M.
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[Our readers write

Snow removal will
always be expensive
and contentious subject

Dear Sir:

The current issue of the Free
Preas has an article of great in-
terest to atl of us-snow removal. 1
hope that the following comments
will be useful.

Last Thursday morning
{December 22) 1 drove through
downtown Acton and the sireet
were only in fair condition. I then
decided to visit Georgetown—
basically Maln Street, Mill Street
and Highway 7. Theonly dillerence
between the two towns was that
there was substantielly lesa snow
on Main St. Georgetown than on
Mill St. in Acton. Obviously they
had received more rain and less
snow. There was no evidence of
preferential treatment. The side-
- walks in Georgetown on Main St.
- were in better condition than Mill

St. in Acton. However, we can't
hlame that on the Town stalf. On
Guelph St. (Highway 7} In George-
town the road was In good shape,
mainly because there {3 room to
plow the snow off the pavement. [
should add that most of the side-
walks on Guelph St were &
disaster,

As you know on Thursday night
the Town staff trucked away &ll the

BHIOW frnm ML St.

{38 hours after

the starm). Dawntovn Georgelown
was done the same night after

. Acton was done. | suppose what we

all want Is instant snow removal-
provided someone else pays for it

In Halton Hills snow removal
will always be an expensive and
contentious subject. We have many
problems that some commumities
don't have. Let me liat 8 few: par-
row main streets; over 100 miles of
rural roads; many school bus
routes, both urban and rurat;
sometimes we are grading gravel

roads in the south of the Town and

ganding ley roads in the vorth.

May 1 suggest that in all falrness
you should have a first hand look at
the way the Town staff make deci-
sions about when and how our
roads are maintained in the winter
time. Perhaps you could arrange

with the Town engineer to look &t

the problems from the inside. They
do have limitations with equip-
menti, personnel and money. How
sbout a trip with a plow—talk with
the crews themselves. I'm sure
your readers would find it instruc-
tive and interesting.

Ross Knechtel,
Councilior

Eldon wants debate
on nuclear weapons

free zone proposal

Dear Sir:
Back to ‘“‘the Egditor’s Desk"

Your column (December 28) en-
titled “‘Nuke free 2one ridiculons’™

classed as allbis for non-performa-
nce.

Here's a better idea. Would you
a challenge o a p

C
debate? It need not be a one-on-one
event. Guest panelists (poll
et a1} cocld be Invited and audience

ticians,

lnvited, How abott
? 1 would work with you to set it
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From the edito’s desk
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Mood of animosity here

I wish I had a buck for every
time a politiclan or civll servant
has told me that our readers should
be golng to them not to us, when we
call to get an opinion about a can-
cern brought ot our attention by the
public. The maostly unsaid implica-
tion s that people who don't go to
the source aren't worth llstening
to, by the paper or government,
that they don't think it's our job lo
raise issues publicly.

We can understand this view, It
must be darned frustrating and
annoying for covernment to hear a
beel [rom us and not from the com-
plainers themselves.

Eut, llke it or not, one of the fune-
tions of the loral press Is to get
answers out of government fto
questions the people won't ask
themselves. Also, like it or not, our

readers consider it part of our role.

to stand up and fight for them and
they believe the paper should
mirror their concerns.

Because Acton's so small and the
staff is so visible (not just the
peaple in the news end either) we

‘ get atremendous amount of efeed-

back. Publle officials will be glad

to know we field complalnts about

our own product.

Theré's no single reason why
people don't go to the source of
their concerns, the politicians and
senlor bureaucrats. Some are
intimidated by their elected repre-
sentatives and government staff;
some don't feel comfortable dis-
cuzsing issues with them because
of the jargon and terminology used
by government and they leel their
“plain talk™ won't stand up; some
feel it will do no good, nobody’s
listening; some, especially thpse
working in government, belleve
(far too frequently they're right)
that their employer will frown

upon political actlvism or just .

plain speaking out; some are
weary of fighting gnvernment; and
for some it is just far easier to
compiain to the paper and wait for
us to do something abaut their con-
cerns, than to go {o government
themeselves.

It's the same with letters to the
editer or government.
people want to write letters ex-
pressing a viewpoint, but lack the
conlidence in thelr writing skills.
You'd be swprised how many
pecple ask us to write the letter

_itself for themn, using their thoughts

and jdeas, and then theyl sign it.
We decllne.

One other thing, people seem
turned off to the system when polit-
{ans refer them to stafl. Taxpayers
rarely want to deal with bure-
aucrats, they {eel they have no
control in the matter. However,
they do percelve they have some
control over their elected repre:
sentatives, through the ballot box.
In a lot of caszes you'd have a tough
time ever proving that perception,
but it is widtly held.

Often people’s reluctance to go
the source, to rely instead on the
press to carry the issve forward
into pubiic light, is branded cowar-
dice or apathy. I don't think Acton
lacks courage or that there's
that much apathy. At the same
time I think the desire not to stick

Lota of..

morning onc of aur office personnel
informed me she'd recelved a call
ot home {from & reader wishing to
lip us off that downiown George-
town was receiving better snow
removal service than Acton,

What with people shopping
downtown during the pre-Christ-
mas days and wading through
slush or ¢climbing over snow banks,
the complaints just mounted up
from there . I heard the com-
plaints, Helen did, Hartley did,
even Mark, who covers mostly
sports, did. Our office and ad-
vertising people heard the gripes
too. Many working in Metroland’s
production depariments In this
building with the Free Press
brought the complaints to our
attention. A common thread runn-
ing throughout was why wasn't the
paper jumping on this for the
people of Acton.

I must confless for the ficst little
while I tried to duck it. Afterall,
we'd raised complaints about snow
service other winters and the
widely hetd bellel Lhat Acten's
ireated not quile as well George-
town belore too, to oo avail or solu-
tlon. This question’s never golng to
be settled or proved, U's always
going to be o case of conflicting
apinions. Why rehash it all again?
Heck, | was telling pecple to go to
the source, not to us, and those
annoyed nbout sidewalks I told to
go to the properly owners.

{ guess two things finally promp-
ted us to write a story. People kept
asking us what their own councii-
lors had to say about the situation.
And there was a couple of new
wrinkles in the tales this year. A
few people are actually going to
Georgetown to-examine conditions
before voicing an opinlon to us and
a few people claiming they were
told by municipal staffers they
know that in fact there wns: snow
removal after the first storm In
downtown Georgetown and none in
Acton,

As I expected, we once agaln got
conflicting opittlons on the quallly
of snow service Acton receives,
compared or not with Geargetown.

. All the story accomplished was {o

get more people talking about the
subject, upset some Town workers
with what some people said, and
upset more readers with what their
councillors said.

. The feedback about snow service
here has even gone the reverse
direction. Ross Knechtel told me
the other day one merchant men-
tioned to him someone from
Georgetown  complained that
downtown Georgetown was in
better ahope after storms than
Acton.

And here’s another view
on Lo me by a reader Monday
moming. The back street or sub-
divisions of Georgetown are a mess
compared to Acton’s, while down-
town Acton's been in worze shape
than downtown Georgetown. Sco
it's all just someodd reverse trade,

We're going to follow Ross' sug-
gestion (see his letler on this page)
and ask Town staff this month for
an inside look and repeat agaln the
problems facing the staff.

But don'l hold your breath about
this coverage queiling the storm of
complaints.

Seemas to me that as Halton Hills
and regional government in Halton
enlers its second decade, that at no

iime since the Actonians for Action

days has there been s0 much
“apimosity "
descript!
here towards this

Georgetown, Acton and
regional government, the comicl-
lors and senior administrators not

e of
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(that wamnt my
ve ward but my doctor's)

- every stormi. They

by Gord Murray

' Free Press editor

incidentially the Town staff—the

people running our pools or driving

works trucks, etc, -~[n ghort the
whole system.

Youll be surprised when I tell
you this f(resh susplcilon and
animosity towards our system of
local gavernment wasn't, I belleve,
sparked by the Stevens' property
purchase or the municipal complex
issue,

No, [ think it was Councillor
Knechtel's responslble and proper
revelation that Acton was belng
royally shafled and paylng per-
haps collectively a % of a million
dollars more than we should be.
While that dldn’t cutrage people in
itself, people here have long com-
plained they pay (oo much lax in

relation to service received, it did

light the fuse, I belleve, of the deep
discontent that's burning now so
brightly tn Acton and paris of
Esquesing too.

The Section 63 property tax and
assessment reform issue may be
on.the back burner for now, but it
wasn't long after that subject hit
the front page that Actonians,
many who had glven up the fight
years ago and are now back in the
fray, really started questioning a
lot of things about Halton Hills and
the actions of coumcil and senlor
staff In a wide variety of areas.

People aren’t mad at the people
dolng the work, they're mad at the
declslon makers, the councillors. 1
think they're trying to say if there

.are good reasons for Acton’s snow

service appearing poorer than
Georgetown, for example more

snow falling here because we sit on
the top of the Nisgara Escarp-
ment, don't tell us the rensons for
the dif{erence, just put yoiur spend-
ing priorities in the right place and
give the stafl whatever it needs to
do an excellent job alter each and
want actions,
not explanations. And continuslly
be monltoring the siluation your-
selves, A Jot of people think that's
what they elected councillors for in
tho first place. - :
+ + +

I'Hreply to Eldon’s letter briefly
by saying Lhat while ] detest speak-
ing in publlc and am extremely
poor at 1t (just ask any of the
policemen [sweated all over when
making & at a conference a
couple yearsback) and don’t really
think this is the proper role for the
editor, 1 am wiiling to participaie
in his suggested dehate. I think I
may be able Lo persuade Hartley to

~be a panelist loo. And it's an excel-
peliticians,

lent idea to involve the
since it will be the commcillors who
decideone way or another If Halton
Hills will be a2 nuclear weapons
{ree zone, not Lhe

By the way Eldon, 1 will admit 1
didn't do {urther research into the
subject before writing mmy :ulu:nn.
I thought it was obvious I w

ernﬁnhmmtrmnh-
you made, as well a3 Koechtal's

and annr Russ Miller's com-

‘ments about your proposal.

You may have more infermation
new, 1 recall you werent able (o

ail the counciliors ques-

m'mm nmmm”'

to further arguments. However,
for the momen! | must remain on
the side of the comciliors who were

~ at drop-in that day.
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10 years ago
January 3, 1974

Halton Hills councillors will be |
sworn in today (Thursday) in the

- pew council chambers

especlally for the group in the for-
mer Esquesing township hall.
Everyﬂﬂng was in readiness at the
[irst of January and the new council
will held their regular meetings
every other Monday starlng
January 7.
There was plenty of festivity

Acton Monday night, but noise w 'i

~ for New Year's not Acton’a centen-

nlal celebrations. Two centennisl
committees and o bash to celebrate
Acton's 100th birthday were aband-
ongd and the only planned ject
{or the Town is the Lion’s Club Poal.

20 years ago

January 2, 1984

On the 124h night of Christmas the
Townt’'s Christmas trees will end
their brief ispan of beauty In o
monster bonflire. Mayor Les Duby
and Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent Poul Njelsen will light the fire
on a lot between the Glenlea sub-
division and the dump,

Eighl people were left homeless
New Year's Day when they were
forced to flee thelr dwelling places
when fire broke out in the duplex
owned by Al Reimer, on Mill St.
Wedt. Fire Chlef Mick Holmes was
nol positive of the cause but he sus-
pected a heat lamp in the basement
used to keep pipes {rom freezing was
probably to blame.

An Acton man, 22-year-old Her-
man Kuhn, jumped clear of his car
mornenta before a train demoliahed
his vehlcle. Kuhn was attempting

STkt 5 il a0 ths tartly G e it i) ;'

road tracks near Aecton Limestone °
Quarries whien his car began to slide
on the slippery surface. He began {o
reverge down the hill and then
stalled on the'ttacks. When he heard
the train and couldnt get his car off
the tracks he jumped clear of the

50 years ago

© December2E, 1903 _
A casual survey shows that Chriat- -
mas trade of 1633 showed & slight
improvement.
The commitiee in charge ol pro-

viding the annual Christmas Tree - °

for the children of -Acton have
decided to cancel the event {or this
year. The money will be donated to
the Acton Wellare Board.

On the program cof the Baplis!
church Christrnas concert were
Shiriey Kenlner, J. McMullen, J.
Darby, Jessle Coles, Mra. Anderson,
Lawson McCutcheon, Victor
Bristow, Mrs. Hugh Reid, Bessie
Reid, Merle McCutcheon, Wilma
ond Helen West, Bertha Bristow,
Helen West. The encrgetic super-
intendent of the school,
Coles, presided.

Walker Lodge's new officers were
duly installed: Arch M¢Nabb, H.L.
Ritchie, C.A. Darby, George Gor-

*don, V.B. Rumley, R.A. Winten, F.

Sait, W.M. Cooper, C.A. Conway,
R.M. McDonald, C.W. Wilson, Dan
Taylor, R.E. McQleary, Cecil -
Cripps, John Jennings.

75 years ago

December 31, 1908
Christimas was spent here with a
commendable measire of Christ-
mas spirit. Hundreds of citizens
were away from home Llaking in
happy rewniens, and hundreds of
visilors were doing likewise.

* Reeve Swackhamer and D. Gray
are in the race for the reevefollow-
ing the pomination meeting. The
friends of both candidates are con-
fildent of victory. There are only
three to take their aeats on council,
Messrs, Bell, Hunds and J.H. Denny,
g0 anolher nomination meeting will
be held. School Trustees Messra,
Grindell, Dr. Ault and A.E. Nicklin
were ejected by acclamation. Mr.

Mr, Ema\'
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Jno. Cameron was elected chalrman® }l-

of the public meeting.

In Esquesing the contest for Ruve
is between Reeve McGibbon and ex-
Reeve F 3. Near. Deputy Reeve [a
William Thompson by acclamation;
counciliors T. Cook, Jno, Bingham,
Geo. Wriggleworth, W. Hullln and
James Brown,

100 years ago

Japunry 3, 1854
'I'lm constable has posted notices
threughout the town, mti!'}'ing our

:itimlhltlllplrth to .:

have Lhe soow cleaned

walks adiacent Lo their p hub:r
ten o'clock each moming, will be

fined according (o the B:H;w

Acton Building Association has
mﬂgmdhﬂckruldmmm:mt
n thely terrace on Bower Ave. ;.

The carnival at the rink on Hl!" :
Year's Day had fewer costumers

then usual. The Cornet Band dh-

'mm“nummic




