Acton needs an active Chamber of Commerce

- Revitalized Chamber has ambitious future plans

“Progressive communities don't just hap-
pen. If you think of successiul and d}'namkc
communities like Elora or Kleinberg in the
area of tourism development, or com-
mumities which are successfud in attracting
new industry, ycu often find its the result of
the combined efforts of the business com-

! munity's leaders, spearheaded by an active

Chamber of Commerce,” interimn president
uf the recently revitalized Acton Chamber
Steve Dawkins says.

That'sthe sort of message the Chamber is
sending oul to over 10 businesses through
letters this week as well as the general
public, as they plan for 1984,

Since Dawkins, Ted Tyler and Larry

r Greaves Joined the Chamber carlier this
* year to help the remaining board members

revitalize the communily eorganization
which wasn't really doing much anymore,
there's been a lot of discussions among
themselves, as well as with interested
people in the community., about fulure
direction.

Dawkins notes a Chamber of Commerce js
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-_'.' association of citizens working
mgethrr o ynake their community a better
place in which to live and work. However,
far @ Chamber to be successful, something
Acton hasn't had for a tmq:lle of years now,
the body must have the "commitlment and
support” of its membership and the
orgamzatipn needs people who will give
some time, energy and expertise to develop
Programs,

“In Acten an effective and progressive
Chamber can be the key (o realizing the
widely appreciated, but seemingly elusive,
potential of the community,” Dawkins
declared.

While he and others currently involved
with the Chamber realize everything can’tw
be accomplished in a year, Dawkins says
*'1984 can be a major first step in the right
direction.”

The Chamber's going lo have a board of
directors which meels once a month to
revicw a variety of things, including
progress being made by committees, These

meetings will also be a “forum in which pol-

" itical issues and puhhr:“'aff airs are discussed

and the Chamber’s position is formulated.”

so, all members of the board of dir-
ectors will sit on one of the three major com-
mittecs and commiltees will operate under
the direction of the board.

{ne committee, called membership
functions, will be responsible for arranging
and putling on aclivities and events like the
Chamber’s annual meeting, Citizen of the
Year banquet and “perhaps one additional
social event for Chamber mentbers. ““This
committee will also develop and implement
a membership drive for this year and ap-
proach the Georgelown Chamber of Com-
merce  about the idea of the Iwo
organizations working logether to sponsor
monthly luncheons-seminars on a variety of
topics of interest {o business people. The
Chamber’s f{irst vice- pr!:ﬂadmt will chair
this committee.

The second commiltee has the title
tourism and marketing. This group will pre-
pare a detailed report and evaluation on the

and |

shorl and long term pnlential for further
development of the Leathertown concept in
Acton. This committee will also be respons-
ible for producing the 1984 Chamber of Com-
meree directory.

Another area of responsibjlity for the
{ourism and marketing committee will be to
prepare & reporl dealing - wilh Lthe tlming,
scale and format {or a Bicentennial celeb-
ration in Acton, Dawkins emphasized that
the Chamber’s looking at a Bicentennial
celebratien in full co-operation with any and
all communily groups which may wish to be
involved or are currently devising plans.

The tourism and marketing commitlee
will be chaired by Chamber’s second vice-
president.

The final committee bears the title
Industriol Development and will work
closely with Town. Hegion, and provincial
politicians and officials. It will be chaired by
one of the directors of the Chamber.

This committee will prepare a com-
prehensive survey dealing with Acton’s
attributes as well as the constraints to in-

dustrial developmenl. From this survey
should come Chamher recommendations for
solving conslraints “where [(easible™, as
well as a program {such as literature) to
capitalize on Acton's altributes.

While the groundwork for indusirial
development can fake place this year, this
study will have to lake a long term view be-
cause this is a complicaled subject.

With these plans in the offing for 1984, the
Chamber is calling on business pﬁ:-ple.
interested members of the public, those
involved with the Chamber in the past or
present, or people wishing to become in-
volved, to attend o meeting next Tuesday,
lﬂnuar}* 10, ol 5.30 p.m. at Jack Tnnnnr 5
Table.

With such amibitious plans for 1984 the
Chamber will need lots of support from the
commmiunity and lots of people willing to get
involved.

“We're now al the point where there's
heen a lot of discussion completed to try and
revilalize the Chamber. Now the Chamber
will enly be as eflective as the members
contribute,” Dawkins concluded.
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Family planning
clinics for north,
_butnotin Acton

The regicn has asked the prm.rmce to I.’und

5 Iﬂmlly planning clinies in Georgetown and

"*m

‘Milton, bag Acton has been excluded.

n a recent submission to council, Dr.

cr Cole, Medical Officer of Health, said
because of inadequate coverage in

Hnllnn 25 per cent of adolescents in the

region are without clinically provided birth

conirol and V.D. information.

Without debate councillors approved
wking the Ministcy of Health lor funding for
Jie two additional clinics.

Dr. Cole's submission did not include a

. elinic for Acton because health nurses in the

" “own doubted confidentialily could be main-.
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fained.

‘It is a smail town and having a elinic oul
n the open there would be kind of difficult,”
e said in an interview.

He also said funding restraints limited the
number of clinics that could be opened.

“Ideally we would like to have one in
+very -municipality.” he conceded.

Acton's regional Councillor Dave Whiting
-ald he "wasn’t looking for a clinic to be
tablished in Aclon, so 'm nat upset.”

He allowed there may be a time in the
iuture when a family planning clinic is
required in Acton, but he hopes before that
happens the region hos cleared up its public
relations problems in connection with this

Inside
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In Acton and area. There's a month by
month review of Lhe past year's lap
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issue. Family planning clinies "haven’t
been a preat P.R. success,” he observed.

It's logicad that Milton and Georgetown
should have clinics, Whitmg said, because

the clinics are run in Ennjuncliun with - &

" hospitals and both those centres have their

own hospitals, but Acton physiclans use
Guelph hespitals,

As for the confidentiality concern, Whiting S

said he couldn’t see how it would be a pro-
blem in Acton. He pointed out citizens go lo
the Acton Soclal Services and Information
for confidential services like welfare and
prebation now and he’s never heard of any
problems.

Esquesing’s new regional councittor Jake
Kiuken admilted during his brief time at the
region he hasn't delved into the subiect of -
[amily planning clinlcs too much. However,
he fecls “when they overlooked Acton for a
ciinic they didn't do Acton justice.”

Community health nurses have been ap-
proached about teaching sexuality clusses
in secondary schools and providing pre-
gnancy tests, but Dr. Cole said thls is done
only oen n sporadic basis.

He added that while teenagers can obtain
counselling from their family doctors, they
are often reluctant to approach them for
fear of losing their anonnymity.

Statistics comparing fertilily and abortion
rates in the region and the province back up
his contention that family planning pro-
grams benefit the teenage population, Dr.

. Caole maintained.

Ministry of Health statistics indicate that
in 1982 there were 21.9 live births per 1,000
leenagers aged 15-19, while in Halton there
were 11,1,

There were 20.6 abortions per 1,000 in the
province while there were 19 in Halton.

While there is little difference here, he
pointed out that thls was a 20 per cent de-
crease in teenage abortions in the region
{rom 1979 when there were 24 per 1,000, The
Ontario rate has dropped from 22 per 1,000,

According to his propesal a physician-and
a health nurse would staff a birth contrel
and V.I>. clinic in Milton for three and a half
hours each evening. An information and
counselling service staffed by a health nurse
would operate for three and a half hours o
week in the alternoon in both Mﬂgnn and
(eorgelown.

The stalf would teach birth control
methods, give information gboul venereal
disease, do pregnancy tests, counselling and
give referrals to family physicians, or other
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willing doctors.

ihe bell as young and old alike jlm med lnto the hnll to give a tug. Btl'an' the tﬂ:mmlﬂ the crowd ldmln'd the re-

lurhishing of the first fMoor of the (own hall and enjoyed hot chocaolate. Tyler recalled Aclon’s bell cost motre than

Georgetown's, Lo Lhe cheers of the crowd. He alse observed that just beczose Georgetown Is 10 years older than

Aclondoesa't make that communily any belter, again to » chorus of cheers from the crowd. Both Acton and Gearge-

town celebrate Important birthdays, 110th and 120h respeciively, in 1984. Many donned party hals or special
' costomes for the gathering. s _

. muumwmmmmnnmuuﬂmﬂmknmtﬁl’un{-:rehllriugtngfuthnmnmt
| ﬂhlil, a surprisiagiy large nmumber of people, estimated at well over 298, crowded onto Willow St. Nocth 1o wish
Mlﬂntllhbﬂl‘llﬂlppr New Year. George Ellioit and Jake Kalken were lo charge of relensing the 200
Usrs filled ballocns which were symbolic of the fact 198§ is the 200th aeniversary of ibe seithement of Ontario.
ﬁtcm Tyler pulled the rope ringing the town hall bell for tie first time bs 2bout 38 years he asked Al Duby and
Gearge Hepbarn (o cach give a few tags. Duby represented the Acten Firelighiers who bave Laken care of the bell
since i was (aken down years ago while Hepbara put {n 5 vew gonger [ast week. Then i was the citizens (zrns foring




