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After two bome game wins this weekend
the Acton Sebwes are out of the leagne base-

- myent,

Oo Friday night the Sabres kept the fans
on the edge of their seats as they edged the
Gmlﬂn‘lm Gemini 3-2 and on Saturday

Milton Steamers {elt the Sabres
a 41 upset.
ms:hru have been mired in last place

beﬂmmgnflhumwlthnﬂy
and a tie ns of last week, tut a2

snd superb guulm-:ﬂng by Rick Landry
roblied the Gemini of a win.

The Gemini opened the scoring at the 7.53
mark in the {irst period to take the lead 1.0,

- but minutes Iater Rick Dodds, assisted blf

Qlint Watts and Mark Symes, pounded the
puck past the Gemini goalie, Wayne Cowley.
For the remaining minutes of the first
and for the entire second, both the
Sabres and the Gems offenses were shut-

. down, Good, clean, hard hitting hockey were

the only words lo describe the action that
would have thrilled any NHL fan,

Then, ecarly in the third period, the
Georgelown squad struck to take the lead
for the second time that evening.

However, the Sabres didn't slow down for

~ a moment and at 10.06 they counted the tie-

ing goal. Paul Barrat!, assisted by Dodds

" and Symes, blitzed the Gems defense and
~ hiistering slapshot from the point found its

wWay past the oppoaing goalie.
Agein both leams continued to play

" tremendous hockey staying evenly matched

- until a Georgetown

penalty.
Mike Yalowica walled until the Gems

. penalty was almost over when he recelved
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Denis Kirton and Ken

 Hudson says . .. |
“lwas pushed out”

Gary Hudson didn’t Quit his coaching posi-
tion with the Szbres, heuy:huluhhawu
pushed out. .

Last week, after a team meeting Decem-
ber 13, Gudwln Carachi, the team™ new

" sponsor, and Molly Allsop, a spokesperson

for general manager Frank Allsop, con-
firmed that Hudson had quit and Steve
Buchanan had been named the new

'_ assistant coach. A member of the Sabre

executive also confirmed Hudson had quit

and at time Hudson couldn't be

. reached for comment. No further details

were given by either Allsop or Carachi.
According the Hudson, who contacted this

i newspaper Friday, both he and Carachi had

discussed repiacing’ the former assistant

" coach, Keith McHinnon, aa McKinnon had to
. leave his positions, Hudson said that at that
~ time Carachi had another mh:tnnt coach in

* was informed, through the grape

mind.

Hudson continued that on December 9 he
vine,of a

team meeting being beld on Saturday,

. December 10, and neither he nor Allsop
~ were conlacted.
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Hudson said he called Carachi on Decem-
ber 9 and confirmed, with Carachi, that

there was indeed a meeting. For a time both
he and Carachi talked about the Sabres and
in that conversation Hudson said he heard
Carachi say he paid the team's bills and the
owner wanted to tell the team what he ex-
pected of them.

“] didn't think the team needed to be told
something like that or that they should

recelve any disciplinary-measures for their
ormances on the ice. The boys have

a darn good hockey for the last
!wmdlmumlmthmg they
need (s a kick in the pants,” said Hudson,

Hudson continued, after Saturday’s meet-
ing ancther team meeting was called for the
following Monday (December 12} and again,
Hudson sald, be wamsn't informed of the

_meeting. ) i

On December 12 Hudscn said he showed
up for the team meeting and was introduced
to ‘Steve Buchanan, who was to be his
sasistant coach. When the two were alone
Hudson sald he ssked Buchanan what
Carachi expected Buchanan to do with the
team. Htmwdmx:hmreﬂiedmuhe

: "I.-ﬂ“-"-:'.: '__?“ T...,-. e .:F‘

periormed well st the

st competiters edped

anagh Manoeuvering through a tight
Gemini defense, Yalowica clinched Lhe
game, drilling the puck over the shoulder of
the defending goaltender.

Even aflter the winning goal was scored
one couldnt be sure who (he winner would
be. There was still 6.43 left on the clock and
the Gems peppered goalie Rick Landry with
numerous shots. Luckily, Landry managed
to hold off the Georgetown assaull and the
Sabres were (w0 more poliots up,

According to the Sabres new assistant
coach, Steve Buchanan, the t(eam wamn't
playing their best, but sheer determination
and stroug team emotions kept them in the

e.

“I've only had & chance to practice with
the boys once so we haven't had much time
Lo work on game plans or plays,'” seld Buch-
anan. *‘We've got a short range goai to take
both games this weekend and we're halfway
there,” he continued.

“It was a good game,” concluded
Buchanan, “and as far as I'm concerned the
thr:u have only ote way to go this season—

up.

On Saturday night Acton controlled the
game {rom to close, something that
they've never done before thia sesson,

Brian Demnone led the Sabres’ attack with
lwn third period markers as the local uqu:d
left the Steamers ealing dust,

Randy Coverdale notched the only first
period goal for the Sabres, with rasists from
Yalowica and Kavanagh at 5.04.

The Steamers came alive brieflly late in
the second period to tie the game al 14.37,
but coming into the third the Sabres romped
all over their opponents. Barratt, assisted
by Demone and Kirton, rattled the puck past
the Steamers goalie for a 2-1 I:mf

Then, ot 18.15 Demone, assisted by Dodds
and John Turner, gave the Acton squad a
two goal edge. Momehts later Milton pulled
their goalie and Demone plugged the puck
past the Steamers defense to c¢linch the
game 4-1. _

The Sabres’ next game will be at home
Decemnber 23 as they take on Streetsville at 8
p.m,

“1 was shocked when he told me that,”
aaid Hudeon. Hudson sald Buchanan told
him that he was the new coach and Hudson
was to be his assistant. ‘

Al that point Hudson said he [eft the room
and when he returned Allsop, Carachl,
Buchanan and the team had gone to the
Sabres’ dressing room, Hudson said he went
down to the
Buchanan telling the team about the new
situation and what his plans were for the
future.

Hudson sald one of the players asked what
was going tnwﬂgadp to Hudson and
Buchanan ans at it would have to be
worked out.

‘Al that point T walked out,”” explained
Hudson. “What would you do ln my posl-

tion? I was demoralized in front of the team -

and 1 had to leave.”

"l really didn't want to create any hard
feelings, but after what I put into the team, I
didn’t think 1 deserved that kind of trea.t
ment,"” continued Hodaon.

o I.“Ell]j enjoyed coaching those boys.
They're a great bunch of kids znd they
worked thelr hearts out for me,” Hudson
went on. "I think that the Sabres will make
::ltu the play-offs no matter who's coaching

em."

Another {tem that Hudson commented on
regarded some new players in which the
leam was interested. Hudson asfd he had
friends coaching Junlor A hockey and two
players, a first round draft pick and a third
rtt:'limd draft choice for Junior A, were avail-
able.

Hudson said he contacted the coaches and
set up a meeting between the Sabres and the
new players to make a deal. Hudson said
Carachi wanted to let the players sit for a

week or two,

“He {Carachi) made the two coaches
angry when he did that, and he's only beeu
involved with the Ienm for two weeks,''
stated Hudson.

Upon leaving the Sabres, Hudson said he
received his card so he can continue coach-
ing with another hockey club.

“I'llhulﬂrnedlll'ﬂlitnul for the rest of
the season,” sald Hudson, “and I just

- wanted the people of Acton to know my side

of the story, I've never quit s team in my life
andl ywﬂh‘lwﬂkmﬂmngn:t
bunch of gu]rl like the Sabres.”
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Sabres goallie, Rick Landry, keeps an eye on the puck as an Actont defenceman holds back a mnmﬂng Gemini, Acton won Friday's °

rmaich 3-2,

_room and found

Gary Hudson eays he has never quit a team
in his life and be eapeclally wouldn’t quit a
great team lke the Sabres.

Carachi . . . N
“No major changes yet”

After reviewing comments made by the
former Sabres' coach Gary Hudson, both
Godwin Carachi, the Sabres sponsor, and
general manager Frank Allsop, said they
disagree with what Hudson uﬂl

Carachi said that he didn't think Hudson
had his facts straight and he disagreed with
the circumstances Hudson said led up to his
leaving the Sabres. General Manager Alisop

with Carach! and said he had no
further comments.

According to Carachl a meeting Mm*

Steve Buchanan named
Sabres assistant coach

The Sabres new assistant conch, Steve
Buchanan, filled the shoes of former Sabres
head Gary Hudson to take the local aquad to
a 3-2 win over the Georgelown Geminl Fyi-

.day night.

Buchanan aald he hlm't rullr had llme
to work with the players, but he has devised
severial short and long term plans for the
team.

“'Our goal for this weekend Is to win both
games,’ sald Buchanan, “and after tonight
we're half way there."

Buchanan said that [n the past the Sabres
haven't had any respect from ejther the
town or opposing teams and he's out lo
change that."

“Twant to glve the Satres respectability,”
sgid Buchanarn. "I don’t want to comment on
our long range plans right now,” he con-

ber 12, that Hudson sald he wasn't . armed
of, was called after the December 9 game in
g TE————

" n was there when the m WAS
called," said Carachi.

Hudson has alm said uant the new

asslstant coach, Steve Buchanan, was to
take over as head coach for the Sabres.and
Hudson was to be Buchanan's assistant.

Carachi remarkéd, “Wedon't have a head
coach righl now, Steve Buchanan is running

tinued, “but I think we've got a good team
and ] thing we can go places.”

Buchanan is in his final year of a business
management diploma course at Laurier
University in Waterloo and he sald he wants
to be a part of Junlor hockey in the future.

Buchanan grew up in Goderich, Ontario,
and' graduated from minor hucksr in that
town. He has also played Junior hockey in
Acton, Geergetown and Guelph and for a
time helped out with Acton minor hockey.

For the past 10 years Buchanan has
headed Goderich Minor Hockey and has led
the Goderich Atom A team (o numerous
league champlonships and -an OMHA
champfonship. ;

“I've always wanted to coach a Junlor B
team,"’ concluded Buchanan, “and I'm fully
committed to becnmlng F: gmd coach,"'’

the team as an assistant and arena mnmﬂer
Harold Townsley ia helping out as well,”

Buchanan said the argument between
Hudson snd the existing management had
nothing to do with him and he declined to
comment.

Carachi- concluded his statement by
saying no major changes will be taking
place in the Sabres’ management for the
time being and he would comment on any
further developments in the fuiure,

Local figure skaters hold club competition

The Acton Figure Skating Club held their
club competition Thuraday night to decide
the local participants in the inter<lub com-
petitions to be held later in Georgetown.

‘Music ranging from classical to modern
pop accompanied the akaters vying for posi-
tions in the (ree skating, Pre-Juvenile,
Juvenile, Ladies’ Interpretive and senlor
Bronze sclo dance categories,

In the pre-juvenile skate event Karj
Cripps, Laura Masales, Tracy Bruce,
Michelle Perry, Paula McPherson, Debbie
Bartels, Wendy Norton and Kim Pumphrey

mmpeted for a mﬂﬂon at the Inter cluh
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~ practice for thelr tarn (= the Ladies’ Interpretive event al the

competltions. Unfortunately though, only
the first, second and third (inishers are
allowed to g to the Georgetown event. Plac-
ing first in the event was Perry, second was
Masales and third was Pumphrey.

“In the Juvenile girls' event Cheryl Genoe,
Jennifer Pearce, Kerry Butler, Kara
Leatherland and Stacey Perry com
and Pearce placed first, Genoe fin
second and Perry came third.

'ﬂump:ting for the Senlor Bronze Solo -

Dance were Perry, Michelle Perry,
Jennifer Pearce, Laura Masales, Cheryl
Geneoe, Kerry Butler and Kars Leatherland
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with top spot going to Pearce, second W
Perry and third to Masales.

Colorful costumes gliltered under the
lights in the Ladies' Interpretive event was
Gillian Brain, Tracy ], Jennifer
Pearce,  Kim Pumphrey, Laura Masales,
Kari Cripps, Stacey Perry, Paula
McPherson, Kara Leatherland, Nancy
Norton, Michelle Perry and Debbie Bartels
competed. The end resull was a first
finish by Perry, second place went to
and third went Lo Pearce,

Also o the & Thursday nigh! were
three eghibition free style skates by Colleen

Petty, Kent Petty and Christopher Griggs.




