10 Georgetown/Acton, Wadnesday, Dec. 21, 1983

Elght reasons 1o oppose new municipal complex

very [east the councll thauld have
obtained a clear ruling that their
plans would be acceptable prior to
spending a large srmount of publlc
funds.

2. Acceptability: Many of the
cltizens of this town already have
enough trouble with the existence
of inefficient crown corporations
and the intrusions of government

lze into the private sector.
We not elect govermments to
have them turn around &nd com-

pete directly and unisirly with pri-
vate cititens. We are reigned 1o the
(act that Otiawa does it all the

uwnl:h.lﬂl is in 1963 doliars and
doesn't even provide [or a fur-
nished building.

building programs have a sory
way of going over budget. By the
time the Complex is built it will
likely cost $10 million or more. We
dont need that type of extra-
vaganza. We don't live in the Big
Apple and we neither want por
need a world class city hall.

4. Payment: The council has so
far failed to account for bow it will
finance such a pian, If federal and
provincial grants do exist then
these should be named and shown
to be applicable. Otherwise the
council is obliged to state public-
ally the probable level of increased
tax burden which residents will
have to shoulder. The suggestion
that every one of us could be facing
an increase of 10-20 per cent In-
crease in our property taxes for the
next decade is probably not far off.
People don't want a complex which
will cost that much.

3. Other Sites: No information
received from council to date indi-
cates that a full study was done of
alternatives Lo the Stevens’ estate.

Il-wldm:m-rthumu:hﬂ
the information which was stodied
on alternative sites was submitted
by a geotleman who was acting as
the ggent of the Stevens’ estate. He
may have been a fine and honest
man, but be astuie consumer
would ever ask 8 GM salesman for
his of Ford and Chryuler
and make a declsion based on

material on olher xilea is merely
window
€. Misleading Pruml.su For
ke council to claim publically, and
{or cne councillor to clalm in the
per that the land would be
“FREE" s an umfortimste and
very damaging assault oo ity
credibility. The land is not free. If
by the time councii sells off part of
the property as serviced lots there
|s found to be no legal impediment,
and there is an adequate supply of
waler, and the real estate market
does not drop significantly then
and only then will the profits from
the sale of land cover the original
ase price. No one can poss-
ibly guarantee the future in this
way. Yet that i3 exactly what the

comcil is claiming to do by stating
that the land will be free.
7.1s il really needed? Council
has clalmed that the
cramped and muni-
cipal facilities Jead to low staff
morale and inefficient operation.
While the present cifices are ad-
mittedly far from palstial and at
best somewhat tacky, they are still
a jot better than the surroundings
in which many of our citizens have
to work every day. The office staff
whom the public has the pleasure
of meeting when they do business
with the town are really quite a fine
looking lot—hardly the suffering
vitims of horrendous working
conditions. There {8 no guestion
that some improvement @ re-
quired. But that doesn't mean that
we need to spend a fortune, It has
been suggested that an Infinitly
mare successiul way o raise staff
morale would be to take the funds
that would have to be spent for a
new complex and divide them
among the stalf as a Christmas
benus. The effect on morale would
be stunning. Neither ia efficiency a
very compelling reason, since by
efficiency they do not mean that we
would have better roads, or betler
snow removal, or better parks, or
better traffic lights or lower taxes.
Efficiency here merely means
er convenience and ease of
interaction among the councll and
staff, Again, there would appear to

be some nesd to improve on the
situation. But smrely a

modest improvement at reason-

able cost is what s called for.

8. Invalid supparting
arguments: A letter appeared in
the paper from a supporter which
cleveriy implied advaotages to a
municipal complex which on closer
examination are biatantly invalid.
To imply that i{ the municipal
2omplex doesn't go ahead then the
nursing home would be in jeopardy
is hard to believe. Those respon-
sible citixens who planred and are
now bullding the nurting hom
were never 80 foolish as to pin their
bopes for its financial well on
some speculative real estate
of the future. The n home
wili be maintained of
the future of the municipal com-
plex. Were this not 50 we would
immediately demand the resigna-
tions of those ble for its
undertaking. Trying to raise the

spectre of the unfortunate elderly
being caused to suffer if the com-
plex doesn’t go ahead is a shoddy
political chimera.

Likewlae attem to suggest
that unempiyment will increase if
the complex is stopped is mislead-
ing. It won't. The nuraing home
and the hospital will not employ
any more people or any Im plu
to any significant degree.
will the town. I lnythin: thu
vaunted efficiency of municipal

"oomnplex is a sad,

goverument which will
Be achioved by having all e towa
functions MMMMEE

suggestion that this

thus lead to & less costly m

Ecvernment can only mean one

thing. Fewer municipal staff.
Dragging in the

virtnally every and wolmm-

teer agency In town and making it

appear that all these groups are

the side of the of

umyy and

perate effort to appeal to people
emotions in the absence of any
credible {actua) argum

groups have not pl.blh:l!]r said
that they the complex and
any attempt to picture them as
having done 80 does more Lo exposs

voted for the purch

perty (and thus obviouly
planned development and the erec-
:jig! of a major complex) Lo recon-

May I urge the citisens of
Georgetown, Acton and Esquesing
to study the lasue carefully and, if
you reach the same conclusion I
have, to aign the petition and let the
council know how you feel.

Respectiully submitted,
Craig Copland
RR 1, Georgetown
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made the declsion at a recent
counctl meeting, at a cost of
$3,600 for the service. Any
Eramosa animals caught will
be impmmded ln Limehouse,
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A collislon at the intersection of Main St.
and Thompson Rd. In Milton Thursday
morning resulted in damage to cars driven
by two local men,

Willlam Manes, 23, of RR 4 Hackwood,
had about $750 damage done to the car he

was driving, report ipolice. A car driven by
Robert Johnson, 38, of Georgetown had

about $1,000 dnmngc to his car and he auf-
fered minlmal in juries.
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* 14-day programmer
e Record off TV

* Remote control

* 8 hours recording

* Touch control

e Front loading

¢ Search, frame advance, slow
 Free membership & movies
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Even though it s quite late in
the year, at the request of the
owner Halton Hills general
committee last week agreed to
issue a wrecking yard licence
for 1983 for Lee's Auto
Wreckers, RR1 Acton.

Bylaw Enforcement Officer
Jack Lusty reporied last week
that Lee's hed a valid licence
for a number of years but in 1982
it ceased operations on & day to
day basis.

At first the Town couldn’t get
a hold of the owner to have
“remedlal work" done and later
alter locating the owner found
the ‘required work" was being

Rockwood

Men help fight
rural Milton fire .

by Barbara Funk

Eramaosa-Rockwood Fire
Department answered one call
this week. They were called out
to a home in N Weya an
the corner of 25 sideroad and the
Fourth line. The fire had started
in the chimney but progressed
to the house by the time the
Rockwood department arrived.

Our Thoughts Are
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done on weekends. Just recently
the yard conformed to the oxist-
ing bylaw, :

However, Lee's will have to
do more work, Lusty reportied,
before it will conform to the new
regulations which take effect
January 1, 1884. No Jicences will
be issued to any wrecking vards
next year until they conform Lo
the new regulations.

Lusty reported the owners of
Lee's wanta a 1993 licence any-
way 20 its licence won’t lapse
&nd has paid the fee. He added it
appears no salvage operations
are currently taking place at
the yard.

Local gals earn
4-H honors

by Doris Fines

A pleasant evening of entertainment
‘followed a pot luck supper in Hnox Pres-
byterian mh recently. The Sunday
School children performed well in their
various skits, recitations, songs, and music.
It ended with the nativity scene and all the
i:hﬂdren u{:re on stage In the background lo
CAro
ll wouldn't be a Christmas concert with-
out Santz, and that jolly fellow arrived, alias
David Gnmdy. with his bag of goad.'lu and
treats to hand out to the children. He said he
would have a hard time filling some of their
orders, as one wanted a snowmobile and
some didn’t kmow what they wanted.

Recently the school choir from Ross R.
MacKay, Hlilnhurgh accompanled by Mrs.
Bennie Schotach, their choir director, sang
at Knox Church, Ospringe.

Robert and Agnes Keating, George and
Suzanna, visited recently with Buh‘: alster
and brother4nJaw Ruth and Ernie Ford at

Oshawa.
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lpg“ Ward and Flora Bruce, while
their ﬁuu Prs. Barry and Carol Bruce
atten a medical conventlon in Toronto.
They were all at Ward’s for an early Christ-
mas family dinner, including &lsc Garnel
and Catherine Pruce, Jordan, Jesass, and
Adam of Toronto, and Gardnn and Jam
Johnston of Acten, .

Achievement night for the 4-H Home-

+ making project, Ontario Heritage, was held

# at John Blm:k Public School, Fergus, on
December 5. ‘

The Mimoss Apple Dumpling Gang did »
skit on, celebrating the multi-cultural way,
which took the form of a little party around a
Christmas tree. Lisa Swackhamer was the
English host, and the others were guesls,
bringing foods of different countriea and

R telling the traditions of Christmas in that

¥ country, Vicky Cargill represented Ireland;

§ Shirley Fletcher, Scotland; Claudia Rab-

siein, Gmmnr. Tammy Swackhamer,
Poland; and Christina Goring, France.

from the
Wastem Side Vicky Cargll and Lisa Swackhamer

received their county honor certificate and
in, Shirley Fletcher gave the highlights of

WRAY, MARION, ' red
JAMIE & JESSIE > EE“‘ 1 the cufgrtm:ﬂ.ﬁ;fn%ut

wm 1! clubs talkdng part in the Achleve-
ment activitles at Fergus.

The fire wes in Milton territory,
so0 Rockwood returned home
when the Milton department

arrived.

... . Christmes Eve service at the
Presbyterlan Church begins at

8.30 p.m. Everyone i{s welcome
to come and join (n the singing

during the service of lessons
and carols.

With You

JOYEUX NOEL
A TOUX

.
MERRY CHRISTMAS
TO ALL

RUDY CADDIEUX
877-8244 or 7928111
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