10 Georgerown/Acton, Wednesday, Nov. 30, 1983

- Santa arrives!
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The Acton Swimming Stars [Toat took [irst place InLhe “other” category.

NI

A= W

S Tt 2 ; .
L g € ’ N . r
'-. i |
, s F
e § e
(X" - | = . . am
P - LI '-_' - : 3 - 1_ . .
=T R £ .-rf_'-: Y
& I 2RE LR b 1 PR
L) H
- " n 1 n : J_I---.._ r:__I'-:l.. ) J. ="y & . I-.:". 'I.
r-\. 1:' W= L T, B
I 2 g .
L] 2 - '.

Miss Acton Fall Fair Laura Jansen and hrr runners-up Melanie
Cooper and Dawna Willlams were a pleasanl addition to the parade.
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One of the Lions Club floats was a chuck wagon,
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Even Raggedy Ann and her friend got into thespirit of things,

El_ectit;n_ or appointment for mayor’s post? . . ....eme

council Lo initiate a freeze on any move to-
ward a municipal complex since | haven't
had access. to the reports, and if clected
mayor. would ask council’s authority lo set
up a cilizens’ review commiltee to consider
all the nctions taken todate ™

Iloss Knechiel

Ross Knechtel hos written a letter to his
fellow councillors advising themn he’s avail-
able to serve as a full-time “interim'* mayor
H council.decides to fill the vacancy by ap-
pointment. He akso says il he's chosen for
the post he won'l be a candidate for any
council posilion in Lhe 1985 election.

He has urged council appeint a full-time
mayor 1o finish this term and suggested
regardless if couneil opts for an election or
appointment the post should be filled with-
opuf delay.

Knechtel noted Lhe budget commiltee and
council will be working on the 1984 budget in
the pext litile while and “to altempt Lo con-
struct a budget during an election campaign
is unfair to the Laxpayer and {0 the candid-
ales.”” Budget ilems becoming elections
isspes would make things "awkward”.

Speedly compietion of the Georgetown
Secondary Flan is of “'vital importance to
every laxpayer in Hallon Hills, both {inan-
cially and [rom & community paint of view.
An ejection for mayor at this stage will re-
bt roml s g it hage g
my corn
final Georgetown Secondary Plan s more

to (he finances and the future of
Hilis than the choosing of a mayor
[ur_I:lﬁm;Ethhtm"'
to evens’
he said "I thisistobe a
think it showd be), then this should happen
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when there is an election for the whole coun-
cil. To do otherwise is an exercise in futility.
To construct a new building or to exten-
sively remodel the exisling one is expensive.
[t is my opinion that we will not have the
money 1o do either of these in 1984 or in 1985.
In 1986 or 1987 we may be able to make a
start. The appropriale time for this to be an
clection issue is when the 1986 council is
elected. Rather than spend $50,000 to clect
one member of council, it makes more sense
to me to spend a small part of this amount
for an independent consultant to give us an
unbiased opinion of Lhe two proposals.”
Rick Boanette

Bonnetle is solidly opposed lo an appoint-
ment and (cels an election is essential.

Hezayshe won't be a candidate for mayor
or any other post which might become
vacant. :

He noted council held a by-election to fill
one of Esquesing’s area council seals 5o one
is needed even more now. Il would be fool-
ish o appoint for the top jobon council.”

Bonnetle also observed there zre two
years lefl in council’s ciurrent term, the
same amount of time as used to constilute a
compieie term., ;

He warped cilirens want and expect there
will be an election and added while it will
cost money (o bhold by-elections “‘there’s a
price {or democracy and it must be paid.”™

If there's an election the people will have
a choice candidates who really want
to be mayor, , with an ent
there will be councillors who 't really
wan! {o be mayor but are willing to take It if
there's no risks.

Jake Kulken
Jake Kuiken is out of the country on vaca-

tion and couldn't be reached lo comment on
his preference.
Fam Sheldan

Pam Sheldon says she's weighing the
merits of an election against an appoint-
menl. She said benefils of an appointment
include saving money and being sure thol
whoever the next mayor will be is someone
familiar with the issues, She added it would
be hard for someone outside of council lo
slep in and know what is going en. Sheldon
roled there are capable people on council
now who are interested in the post. .

Al the same time she believes the people
have a right to speak democratically on who
they want for mayar. -

“I'm {ence sitting flor now,”’ she declared.

She ruled herself out as a candidate for
mayor and said an appointment to region
for her at this peint is so hypothetical “it
hadn't ‘occurred to me.” However, she
added, any responsbile councillor has to
lock at moving cnward and upward if Lhe
opportunitly presents itzelf.

Johno McDonald

McDonald is nol running for mayor. He
says he has a young family at home and
wants {o time with them. *'I enjoy
what I'm both at Jocal and regional

overnment and with that workload and my

{ wouldn't take on 3 commitment

the ma "'l office, unless 1 feit | d

good joby.
He admitied the election
approximately $40,000 baut said 1

peopie would probably want to
gqx_lrurninhamwrmn;lnln
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seeking the mayor's chair, He hasn’t ruled it
out, but will wait lo see who the competition
s,

He admits he is still considering the
appointment versus election issue. **I don't
know if the taxpayers want to pay $40,000 for
it.” He noted the recent by-eleclion for one
ward only cost $10,000 and emphasized there
was only an 18 per cent {urn oul of volers.
“So | don’t know if it was really worth it.”

He recalled that by-cleclion was in good
weather and predicied a lower lum-out on a
January polling day.

Marilyn S8erjeanison

Serjeantson is not trying for mayor, “at
least not right now."" She favors an eleclion,
while admitting it would be easier and
cheaper to appoint.

Stee noted the a ximately $40,000 cost
means $1.25 for each resident, which she felt
was a small cost to preserve people’s demo-
cratic rights. "I don'l think we have the
right to tnke that away.”

Finn Poulstrup '

Poulstrup will definitely not be in any race
the the mayoraity. .

He contends there should be an election,
“There are eniough contentious issues that if

an appointment wis made we would be per-

ceived (o be duping the public.”

He noted Lhere are two years left in this
term and out that was the full term
of office until last year. “"We have little
choice but to bold an edection.”

Dave Whiding

Prior to leaving town on vacation Dave
ot theaagh a1 elocton or SppOLS.
mayor’s posi an or .
ment. He said he hadn’t made up his mind

about an clection versus an appointment as
yel, '

Harry Levy

.Levy said there is a possibilily he could
consider trying for mayer, but doulded he
had the lime to do Lhe job, which he saidis a
full time commitment. He sald he had been
in council for 17 of the last {9 years on a pari-
time basis, “*and [ don't don it for my
bread and butter.” He noted as a4 mayor he
'Iwuuld have to devole a greal deal of time Lo
L.

Levy wanls the mayor appeinted from
within council, claiming the Town needs
someone who is knowledgeable of the
Town's operation as it is now. He specified
the new Planning Act, the Croalien issue,
finance and a “Yes ar No to the develop-
ment of the Stevens property.’ He contend-

" ed the election of someone outside of council -

would set thern back a year. He noled an ap-
potntment for mayor, would probably neces-
sitate a by-election somewhere down the
hine, but pointed out it is much simpler and
cheaper to hold a by-election {or an area
counct| seat. - '

Phil Carney
's race. On the

Carmney is not in Lthe ma
eleciion versus uppointmgm, he said
he’s leaning more to an appoiniment at the
moment, many of his constitu-

ents, ‘M'Hm 50-50."" He suggested

there are better ways to spend $50,000 of Lhe

y when an elec:
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