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VERA IS BACK!

Monika of Profie is pleased
to announce that “VERA”™

has completed her
apprenticeshp. In
celebration of hor
graduaton any appoint-
ments with VERA during
the month of QCTOBER
83 wil be discounted
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NEC tells Hydro to twin lines

Nisgara Escarpment Commission
(NEC) has recommended a new 500
kV Ontario Hydro power corridor
paraliel an existing line running
north of Highway 401 across the

Ontaric Hydro is preparing
Enviroonmental Assessments for a
ocumber of altetoative roules to
carry power [rom Bruce to western
Oatlario.

Two of the routes being examined
nmn cast to west across Halton, The
first route parallels the existing 500
kV right-of-way through the Escarp-
ment Gap north of Highway 401 on
the south zide from west of Mounts-
berg Conservation Area to east of
Campbellville where the line would
lhen rejoln the existing Hydro right-

of way.

NEC staffl recommended at

Thwsday's meeting in Niagars-on-
the- Lake that the new line run along

the existing rightol-way and the
commission agreed.
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**The commission is ol the opinioa
that the only acceplable corridor (s a
crossing which would parallel the
existing \ransmission corridor
within Lhe existing right-ol-way.”

The NEC noted that when the line
and rightofl-way was established
additional land was acquired for
(Mure lines. If the NEC [avored
route is picked there wouldnl be the
“disruption'’ of additional Iland
acquisitions.

It was recalled in the report that
the NEC appeoved the original 500
kY line with a development permit
and landscaping provisions were a
condition of approval. This land-
scaping was designed with a second
line in mind and berming and veget-
ation now in place "were established

ifically to reduce the im-
of a future transinission line.”

Ontario Hydro has been asked in
the past to comment on development
permit applications in the vicinily of
the power corridor s0 that “‘sitting
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and of development within

and adjoining the right of-way would

take into account the possibie loca-
tion of the secoad line."”

The existing Ine *“follows the
botndaries of the landscape and
visuzl units in 2 manner which
minimires the visual impact. If the
line is moved outh or north of the

existing right<f-way, the visual
impact increases substantially.”

The NEC also suggested some
compensation be paid for “‘visual-
impact."” Visual impact compensat-
jonn should be “applied to adjoining
landowners, where applicable, even
though their lands may not be
directly affected by the right-of-
way" because of the ‘‘unique
beauty'’ of the Niggara Escarpment
Arex.

Some factors were recommended
by the NEC which should be taken
into consideration of any hydro cor-

POTATOES

ridor route crossing of the Excarp-
menl during Environment Assess-
ment. The NEC wants detailed site
plans which indicste tower
gites, sccess road provisions and
storage areas in the rightol-way
and close by. The NEC has called for
a comprehensive landscaping plan
for the rightof-way and adjining
lands within the NEC area. This pian
should include provisions for vege-
tation buffers, revegelalion and
rehabilitation of disturbed lands in
ways which are acceptahble to the
NEC. The landscaping plan should
make use of *“‘native species and
hiend with swrounding landscape
where feasible.™

The NEC also wants a soil erosion
and sedimentation plan prepared
{forrightof-way saccess roads and
facilities showing how soil erosion
and sedimentation will be mini-

mized during and aller construction

on steep slopes and adjacent (o all
waler courses.
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