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D and G group home overcomes problems

by Mark Holmes

Just outside of Acton a three-yearoid
group bome for troubled native children has
tust overcome its own troubled past and is
pow making itseif known &s one of the best
correctional homes in the province.
Walking nside the D and G Group Home
one can help notice the spotiessly clean
: ing children and the sound of
laughter that belies Lhe fact the household is
home {or native youngsiers with emotionsl
and aatisocial problems.

Two years ago the home received a lot of
adverse publicity when one of the children
living there left the custody of D and G and
sparked an intensive investigation into how
the home was run. As a resilt the reputation
of D and G was serioualy questioned and the
bome was almost permanenily shut down.
According to David Stanley, the director
and gwner of the home, the problems started
when he tried to obtain a licence to run the
correctional program. Because of a
previous record the government refused lo

e

give Stanley a licence and it tock several
thousand dollars fo fight the decision in
cotrt. Finally he won the right to run the
program, but it was under the stipulation
that some of the staff had to be Indian.
"~ "“This is wheno the majr problems
began,'' said Stanley. “These people were
much more suited to work In an institutional jeo
setting where the patients have a mental
illness.""

Most of the non-Indian stalf had little or no
xperience with [ndian problems that
weren't ilinesses, Stanjey contended.

For instance, "‘explained Stanley,” “‘one
expecially aggressive 14 yearold slapped
arcund two of the nor-Indian staff and in-
ktead of releasing the kid's aggression they
over sympathized with him."”

“With this kind of treatment the child
would think he could get away with slapping
ﬁﬂhndn*t et the non-Indian staff go,"
concluded Stanley. :

Because of the recession. plus the fact

e around and would've done it again i

<com

they were {ired, the former staff membera
thought they could protect their jobs by
about the "uporthodox

itation'* measires gsed at D and G

to several prominent

pardy.
What the former stafll and most

Stznley sald. The complaints found their
‘Ii'ij
agencies and the fture of D and G was in

enl

L

didn't understand was a ot of Indian kids
were raised by very poor grandparents who
couldnt give the children the guidance they
needed.

“QUff Summers, & native Icdian from the

Dakotas, said, “"Where I grew up eight of s
lived in a one room house and shared ooe
bed.” **There was more than one time some
of us went hungry.
It tended to be a hard life on Lhe reser-
vation for many of the youlhs, but it isn't
usually on the reservation that the children
get Into trouble, Stanley noted. It's when
these kids, who are almost compietely
ignorant of life off Lhe reservalion, are

placed into a public schocl system and in-
troduced to video games, drugs and peer
pr-:dm that the problems begin he con-
tin

“Imean,"” continued Stanley. “'what is the
real problem” The fact the kid stole a boat
or isil he'shimgry ancd neecs a boat Lo catch
some {ish." .

*I'm not saying these kids are completely
innocent when they leave the reservation,
tngt when they are suddenly exposed to a
tolally different culture it blews their

minds."

*The tion Indian children have
when they come into a public school doesn
help their allitude much either,’” sald
Stanley.

“Because they're poor and have to wear
hand4ne-downs, the Indians are labejed
“dirty and trashy"', said Sunmers. And you
can imagine how that kind of prejudice
hurts their pride and sense of sell worth."

“People don't understand, the Indian has
a much different outlook on life,” sald Louis
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By WILMA BLOKHUIS :
When two overlpaded pick-up trucks
.retirned (o the Halion Regional
~ Museumn In Milton [rom Thunder Bay
pne day two yeara ago, an entire coilec-
tion of artilacis documenting a pioneer
family’'s hisiory from 1776 to the 1930s,
was not expected, o T
" The donalion came from Dr. E.N.
Wright, 84, who married a direct
descendent of the Buck fam-
ily of Palermo, Elizabeth Gertrude
Campbeil, She died in 1978 at the age of
-70, and Dr, Wright, who only retired
from active last year, fell the
well-kept on ought to be placed
with the reglon's museum. i
But, the museum had to pick it up.

. Lamenting
- ba recelved, late Erla Brittaln,
‘curator, made the arrangements, and
- then persooally went up to Thunder Bay
{o make suré the olfer was believable.
S'.orhml:ely nothing was Jost or
ing, from the 500 to 700 plece collection,
from ball

" which include ball
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" " Help Hired " .

the museum hired @ full time historical -
. co-grdinalor and .

" Faced with - researchi ; 'nnd-
uﬂlmthMﬂﬂﬂtzﬁwﬂm

researcher,

relations . Jonathan Mit-

chedl. :
‘ -hﬁtnrydﬂmm'nmurem,m |

coll Mitchell has 30 (ar on-
concentraled on the Buck family
and g E?ﬂm mmher%
or 8
" Bueck artificats for an exhibition titled
-~ "Halton's Loyalist Herilage. It
" this , Sept. 17

. (o the end of Deécember—perhaps
wﬂmmpﬂhtﬂuﬂt; |

. tchell had the dis-
about a month ago,
and ‘his family, visited “the

. he announced more artiflacts
will be fi . But agaln, the

usoum will ha themup. ;
g iy United, Bunpire

The Buck family, :

. Loyallsts, came to Ontaris (then known
as Upper Cannda) in about 1778, fleeing
‘a8 refugees .
Revol abo known aa the War of

T N
— ]

the gift would hot otherwise

maged enrouts, despite the overload- -

~ Amson Buck. The one wilh

opens
. in expected
to remain In the museum’s Craft House

dotor, Dr.
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Clathing display fchades a sait woen by
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11 Children -
The couple had 11 children, of whom

i the 10th borp in 1833, was Anson Buck,
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restaurant, under

cent years

pbell and two gowns be'onging to his wife Minale Campbell, daughter of
a diagonal design was worn at the 1911 coronation of George V and thé lace gown at 1901 coronationof -

' I

, bul)der of ‘the house in Palermo’, at the

corner of Highway 5 and 25 which in re- -
o the present serves as & -
ereni names. An-.
in the Unlited States and

* tions unti] Adam Alexander IV sold the

Museum has special display

spon kis relirement from Tralaigar
townahip council in 1508 as reeve. He
3l on councll 48 years and miszed only

. 200acre [arm Lo the Halton Region Con-

. servatlon Authority in the late 15508,
. 'The museum,

opened In 1984, oc- -
six scres of jIand in Kelso Park -

. 'H:hhhnmfmthu'uhmﬂ?fwﬂ

3. "We bave 70 yonrs left,’’ noted
, cursior since November 1962. .

Movescamp, a former (eacher at the
University of Omasaha.

antd folklore ss a kind of black magic or
voodoo when in reality muoch of their
religion is similar to Christian beliefs,
Sanley noted,

to everything in nature and therefore (rests
his surroundings

how the North American attitudes towards
with Indian ways.

is,” remarked Stanley *“these children were
raised on a reservation gnd educated with
one set of values then placed into an alien
culture that breaks down everything they
were led to believe. The kid will become
confused and do something stupld,”

culture shock," concluded Stanley.

Many outsiders tend Lo see Indian

The Indian believes he was created eqgual

with :
fith this philosophy in mind one can ses

** and raclsm would be in conflict
“What the whole thing really baoils down Lo

"I think the best word to describe (it ia

(Continued on Page B3)
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Icabel Benton

/sab e/ Benton

Post Mistress
at Limehouse
for 24 years

Funeral services for Mrs. Arthur W.
Benton were conducted by the Rev. Peter
Barrow on Friday, October 7, from the J§.
Jones & Son Funeral Home in Georgelown.

Mrs. Benlon passed away on Tuesday,
October 4 at the Georgetown District
Memorlal Hospital following & five month
illness.

Interment was in the family plot in Lime-
house Cemetery. Palibearers were Joe
Brooks, Fred Gisby, Dick Appleyard,
Eliwood Payne, John Leferink and Bill
Brooks. Flower bearers were Fred J.
Brown, Donald Lindsay, Kevin Clark,
Randy Banish, Inez Crichton and Ruth
Linham.

Mrs. Benton was born Mary Isabella
Neilson on June 5, 1909 on Lot. 7, Con. 8,
Esquesing Townshlp, the daughier of
Jonathan Neilson and Mary Anne McEwen,

She married Arthur Willlam Benton in
Acton on October 28, 1935. She was
predeceased by her husband in Seplember
1972 and by one son Neilson Arthur In
August, 1979, She is survived by one son
Albert John of R.R. 4 Acton and his wile
Glenda and only grandson John. Also six-
vived by her sister Cherlotte, Mrs. Wilfrid
Greenlees, of Campbellville.

Mrs. Benton taught school at Limehouse
and Mineral Springs.

She wos a member of Limehouse Presby-
terlan Church, Lile member of the Lime-
house Women's Missionary Socliety znd a
Life member of the Limehouse Women's
Institute, having held various offices in
these orgonizntions.

Mrs. Benlon and her husband operated the
Limehouse General Store for 33 years where
she was post misiress for 24 years.

Since selling the store in 1967, as ong &8
health permitied, Mrs. Benton enjoyed her
hobbies of sewing snd fancy work, garden-
ing and compiling Jocal history. She was
keenly interested in all community sc-
tivities and Jocal history. She derived great
pleasure form conversing wilth people and
sharing her knowledge.

Mrs. Benton has been the Limehouse
correspondent for The Acton Free Press and
Georgetown Herald for over 40 years gnd for

The Independent from its beginaing.
Parent-relief
at Oaklands

North Halton Assoclation for the Mantally
Retarded wants parents to now
Oakiands Regional Centre is oflering a
parent relief service for up Lo six people st
time, from age six and up. :

The parentrelief imit is in the main
buil at Oakland Centre and conaists of &
livingdining-kitchen area, two bedrooms
and three bathrooms.

The service is available for up to two
weeks at a time (or 30 days per year
costs from iwo {0 three dollers 8 day
children. For adulls over 18 years of age,
portios of Family Beoefit Allowanes
deducted for each day of care.




