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Muni :taﬂ the Tmrn soficitor's
office, and Halton Regional Police are
all investigating & mysterious rock
music festival a y planned for
this Saturday an in the
area of Highway 7 and the Fifth Line.

Al press time reports were that Lhe
investigation is continuing and pro-
gressis being made.

Mayor Peter Pomeroy ssid the
murtcipality is now fairly certain the
{estival is being held in a large field
behind a comn fieid on property at the
northeast corner of Highway 7 and
Fifth Line intersection, Farmers who
rent the fields discovered signs of con-
struction related to this event in the
field Monday night, Police and Bylaw
Enforcement Officer Jack Lusty were
on Lhe site Tuesday morning.

Lusty said they still badn't deter-
mined who was putting on ibe show.

However, the mayor said, the
municipality heard from someone
Tyesday moming claiming they are
connected with the festival and wan-
ting to meet staff Tuesday allernoon
todiscuss permiits.

Mayor Pomeroy said il someone
wants to put on a festival in Halton
Hills they shouldn't be so secretive,
but follew the proper channels, that

way authorities wouldn't be an- -

ticipating the warst.

He said he would be bringing the
festival to the attention of counciliors
Tuesday night at a special meeting
called previously to deal with the

added he expects they'll also bear
fram the Town solicilor.
Potoeroy said in his view this event
must be considered “*not desirable” in
light of the fact the Town has gone
through so0 much trouble and expense
try:nﬂtuﬂndmnihalm:ﬂyugmﬂg

Farm House Productions is putun.g
on the ghow accarding to the posters
and tickets circulating now for a few
weeks in the Toroato-Mississauga
area, and now reportedly surfacing in
the Halton Hills area,

However, Bylaw Enforcement 0Of-
[icer Jack Lusty revealed according
to the province Farm House Produc-
tions isa't a registered Ontario com-
pany. Music industry sources have
descnhed the outfit as an “excuse for
aparty.”

Tuesday morning the owoership
situation and particulars about HI-E
suspected property sites on the north-
west and northeast corners of the
Highway 7 and Fifth Line inter-

sections, were slill being naitled down -

by authorities. Spokesman for a syn-
dicate, Lyncean Investments, which
ownas the old dragway just north of the
Highway 7 on Lhe Fifth Line denied
any knowledge of a rock lestival on
their land for the Town, police and
this newspaper. They said they
haven’t rented the land and nobody Ls
authorized to use it for any gathering.
Lots are now being sold on the proper-
ty for an cstate home development.
Besides the tickets which are pop-

stil] supposedly difficult to obtain, and
the posiers, there's [urther evidence
that the event is . A talent
firm in Toronto, The Agency on
George St., confirmed gver the phone
for both Lusty and this pewspaper
that FM and Nash the Slash, said (0 be
two major Ontano bands are booked
for September 17 at Acton Farm
House (or Farmhouse). The “‘and
more™ on the poster is suppased to be
three other live bands, according to
rumer.

Tickels, which are being sold for §7,
are available in advance and also at
the gate this Saturday,

According 1o the tickets, which
seem (o have originally been printed
for A Third Colossal Gathering of
Friends Music Feslival” to be held
July 4 with no acts, localion or price
mentioned on the ticket, the event
starts at 2 p.m., but the posters say 6.

‘The music festival has absolutely no
official sanctlons from the municipali-
{y, police or ¢ther authorities. Lusty
said they are concerned about zoning
and noise bylaw infractions and share
police worries about potential traffic
and parking problems. It hasn't been
determined if there could be Lrespass
violations involved in the event, and
the possibility the whole thing is a
scam hasn't been completely ruled
ott yet. Police are also concerned
sbout alcahol and drugs.

When the dragway was running it
was a constant source of headaches
for neighbors [or miles around who

" Mississauga, etc.,

autharities {or yoars,

mmaummﬁHumm
has been having in recent yoars with
rural recreation centres and events,
the municipal attitude s concerned
about this planned (estival. The Town
is assesaing numeroua options in the
hopes of either seeing the :

should have been pald tnpt;t'i.'iwnuﬂ

detalls ironed out with officlals
However, there has been abssclutely

no known contact between the
putting this festival on and police or
municipal autharities. -

 Apparently more and more people,
both locaily and in Metro 'Ihrm
are

aware of this Ir.-;tivn], but virh.l.lli
everyone 8 being t:lme-mwv.hetf.

Many people describe the event ax &
“peivate party”, which doesn’t wash
with authorities, Prices aren’t charg-
ed on invitations to parties, and
besides the cxpeclod crowd is far 0o
large to be viewed as a private gather-
ing A good job has been done kecpini
hush-hush and

tainlng a shroud of secrecy nhwt the
festival and ils sponsors.

Obviously this vell of secrecy has
becn maintalned to hinder any
municipal efforts io0-block the event.
Municipalities aren't welcoming rock
festivals, injunctions have stopped n
number this summer, including ane In
Erin Township Jast month which had
to be moved the day of the show to

municipal complex property issue. He

ping up more {requently now bul are

complained  loudly

to municipal

{Continued cn page 3)
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Offer $52,500 for
Stone School

Haiton Hills has offered Halton Board of
Educelion $532,500 (or the Stone School. If the
deal firms up it wouldn’t close untll next
June.

As reported in Ilnst week’s paper, coun-
cillors met incamera last Tuesday night to
discuss the Sone School purchase (The
council meeling was held Tuesday night,
several hours after the deadline for the

paper),

ter returning to public session, coun-
cillors passed 2 lengthy motlon making the
offer for the ciosed school.

The motion notes the board {8 *'‘consider-
ing disposing’’ of the school, adding councll
directed staff to contact the board sbout the
June closing date because of “‘municipal
budget and grant consideration.”

The board had indlcated the June closing
would be acceptable, though trusices sug-
gested they'd Jike to hear an offer for the
huilding.

The council resolution polnts out that
formerly the board had a guldeline “making
avallable to municlpalities surplus board
lands at 70 per cent of the appralsed value."
However, last year the board decided to
change its policy so thal other levels of
government would pay the same appralsed
vajue as the public, olher governments
wouldn't get a break anymore.

However, Halton Hills s making ita offer
hased on 70 per cent of an appraised value.
Reportedly the Town and board’s appralsals
are quite different in value. Il hasn't been

revealed which appraisal was used to deter-

mine the offer.
The Town offer of $52,500 is for both the
Stone School building and *‘all the lands

surrounding same."’

‘The Town is placing a deposit on the land
valued at “about $750"", clerk-administrator
Ken Richardson revealed afterwards. The
deposit is “*based on current Halton Board
investment rate of interest from the time of
execution until closing, utilizing as the

inciple amount the Halton Beard of
Edi;muun appralsed value, with said In-
terest not refundable if the transaction does
not close, or credited towards the tran-
saction upon cloting.”

The offer to purchase is *‘subject to 1984
capltal budget considerations.”
Councillor Dave Whiting protested the

matter being discussed incamera. He noted

Eurchm of the school had been discumsed.

y counclllors in publie in the past and the
Town was the only potential iurchna-er right
now, so there was nothing to keep sceret. He
added Acton citizens are ‘:nl'.erested in the
Stone Schiool issue, the possible purchase
has been discussed with service club
representatives, and people want to know
what is golng on.

The appraisals would be discussed .in-
camera, Mayor Peter Pomeroy observed.
Cnly the appralsals were confidential, he
said. Pomeroy predicted councll would be
passing a resolution dealing with the Stone
School in public that night.

Later in open councll, Councillor Bosa
Knechtel noted the deal has taken quite a bit
of time and past comments led the Town to
think the board was “‘playing games' and

the board thought the Town was "playing

ames."

; The Town must convinee the board it is
serious and sincere in making the offer for
the Stone School. ,

Pomeroy said the delays and com-
municatlon problems are as much the
Town's fault as the board’s.

He sald the olfer was needed now as a
“negoliating starting place.” The offer has
a non-refundable deposit attached, Pomeroy
noted, and this will help convince the board

. the Town is serious in [t bid. He expected

with a Town offer now on the table, a
counter-offer will be forthcoming from the
board.

Knechtel said he didn't think trustiees
appreciated the Town's budget considera-
tions, they had expected funds for the
Emha&e to be Included In this year's
udget. Trustees must also underatand the
deal hinges on the Town recelving grants.

He urged that Hallon Hills school {rustees
be made fully aware of the Town's financial
constralnts, so they can support the Town's
position at board,

FPomeroy sald the truslees will be con-
tacted and made aware of the, Town's
problems.

Councillor Pam Sheldon sald she (oo was
concerned that the board doesnt um-
derstand the Town's posltion, The trusiees
must not be left wondering what the Town {5
doing, but be made fully aware of the

Town's position.
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Falr days are upon us again and recérd crowds are t:peeud for the
70th annual event. Onece agaln the Acton falr promlses to be a

weekend chuck full of fun and entertalnment. For detalls on the falr
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turn to page 6, as well as eluwhtru la the paper. “l'hh is n shot taken
[rom the top of the lerris wheel at last year's falr.

Hydro bill paying service

inA cton will continue

by Helen Murray

Hydro customers in Acton and Esquesing
can continue'{o pay their billa In the Acton
office on Alice (. :

In a recorded vole Friday morning, Hal-
ton Hllis Hydro commisaioners voted three
to twe to continue the service, even though
only 8 small percentage of .the customers
pay thelr bllls with cash.

In a report lo the commisslon, Hyd.rn
manager Jerry Trudell sald the cash taken
in does not justify the maintalning of a
person in the office to recefve the bills as
they come in. However, he admitted i the
commission wished to coatinue the practice
tof Acton bill paying)}, he could post a body
in the local office to handle the job.

Last June, cltizens in Acton and Esques-
ing were putraged when this newspaper rep-
orted a by Halton Hills hydro stafl
that could see the out of personal
bill paying service in Acton. Customers
would elther have to go to Georgetown {o
pay their bills in cash or drop a cheque off in

a letler slol at the Alice St. location. This
mtlhnd. however, provided no receipts, and
those without chequereturn accounts would

‘have no proof they paid their billa.

Mayor Pete Pomeroy wondered if there
were RNy jobu in the present organization
that could be complimented by Actonr bil}
collecting. Trudell admitted that there was,
but it would be simpler just to have the
person working in Georgetown.

Pomeroy challenged if the people could
pol pay their bills at the town offices (as he
had suggested), the person employed to col-
lect the bills in Acton at the hydro office
:.udd also do something else fo fil] out the

¥y

Commission chairman Bill Smith ulcl he
wanted nothing (o do with paying bilis at the
town offices.

hudr.{l said the billing mmm would

be retizned to Acton. Pomeroy sald be
h: complete agresment with this, “bat

;m trying u: provide a bil] paying service
ere."

- Ab Tennant clarified that there was never
eny question of the Acton bullding being
closed. The controversy and the changes
only centred around the bill payigg oper-
ations. The engineering depariment is loc-
ated In Acton and will be unlil such time as
the hydrois located in a municipal complex.
Even at that time, he revealed, the meter
department would be moved to Acton and
maintained here.

Tennant questloned whether Lhe engineer-
}ng secretary couldnt handle the bill pay-
ng.

Trudell said she is by hersell il everyone
clse is out on the job and her workload

already ia pretty high. |
Tennant challenged that it has already
been thown the amount of bil) paying “is

peanuts’’. Trudell countered that there are
coupie days a month when the volume is
high and she would not be able to do It by
herself. Tennant suggested someone from
ancther department come in and help ber on

these days, Trudell admitted this was

possible,
Pomeroy wondered if there was enough

work in Acton to have a separate person
handling the bills. Trudell said if the com-
mission declded to keep the service in lown,
he would manage the manpower around IL.

"We have always been very careful about

-~ (Comilnned oo paged)

Tragedy at rural home

A chlld’s party ended In tragedy l'.ut Bat-
urday alternoon when a four year old was
found inlh&ﬁhnmlugpmldnnﬂﬂi
Acton home.

Craig Harvey Burt, son of Harvey and
Doreen Burt, RR 2 Acton, was stiending the
party at a neighbor's Sixth Line home with
his twin sister when his body was found in
one meire of water in the Ivrimmln? 1
Guelph OPP say the boy apparently Igm -
noticed info the water and he was discov-
ered around 5 pm. He was rushed (o
Georgetown and District Hospilal, where he
was pronounced dead on arrival.

Craig was a kindergarien student at Brtl
bane Public School,

Besides his psrents and :islcr

Lynn, Craig is survived by his
enis. Mr. and Mrs. uﬂ)ﬂgl'! w’

ship, and Mr. and Mrs. Allan Harrop of

-Brampion. Funeral sarvice was conduried

2t J.S. Jones and Son Funeral Home,
Georgetown yesierday (Toesdsy) after-
norm . .




