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We'llmiss Tom

Big, bluff Tom Hill, first
mayor of Halton Hl[ls and
”Wll.h a long record of publ:c
and communily service, is
dead. He died Saturday at
Georgetown hospital. Shock
waves went through the en-
tire Town of Halton Hills, as

word spread of his untimely

demise at age 63.
~ Tom Hill was a man of
immense common sense
who brought it with him
when he f{irst invaded the
political field as a council-
lor from the old Township of
Esquesing. His family’s
roots went back into the
history of Glen Williams.
When he spoke at township
meetings councillors were
aware he was not only
speaking for himself but for
the people of the Glen.
Unlike some modern
municipal politicians who
posture in platitudes or
tackle topics in an obtuse
manner, Tom Hill met them
head-on. His opinions were
delivered directly in plain
language no one could mis-
understand. He could play
politics, too, with the best
when it was necessary.
Tom’s manner could
either delight or enrage the
hearer.
former than the Jatter when
he ran for the offices of
mayor for the newly
created Town of Halton
Hills after coming up
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through the ranks in the
township, first as council-
lor, then as deputy-reeve
and finally as reeve. He
easily became the first
mayor of Halton Hills and
his skill at politics in those
early formative years had
much to do with the strong
financial position the Town
is in now and created the
foundation for the present
municipal operation. He
was also a strong voice for
Halton Hills in the Credit
Vailey Conservation
Authority.

Defeated after two terms
in office by present mayor
Peter Pomeroy, Tom Hill
retired from active politics
untii last year’s elections
improving health
allowed him to once again
run and win a council seat
for Ward 2, the Township of
Esquesing.

~ Aside from his political
career Tom Hill was a like-
able man. Like all of us he
was afflicted with weak-
nesses. 1liness plagued him
over the last several years
but he never changed.
Those who knew him and
saw the heart of gold
beneath that bluft exterior
will miss him knowing he is
one of the last of a vanishing

- breed.

Our condolences to his
l‘ami]y and close friends.

1 '._r

Complete band list

Dear Sir:

The Page 2 article, supplied
by the fair board, on August 17.
regarding the bands in the
Acton Fall Fair anpniversary
paracde on September 17 con-
tained some errors and omis-
HOLES

As of today, here is a com- .
plete list: The Acton Citizens'
Iiand. The Georgetown Girls'
Pipe Band; The Hamilton Fire
Fighters Brass Band lo accam-
pany the Legion Colour Party
and members, brought in by the
ftoyal Canadian Legion, Branch
9. The Ajax Sea Scouts; The

Arthur Duistrict High 5chool
Marching Band: The
Canadiana Accordian Band;
and & special feature, back by
popular demand, a return visit
of the Brampton Shriners” Go-
Kart Patrol.

Rumor also has it that the
Acton Merchants are nlso pre-
paring a surprise for our 70th
anniversary edition of the Acton
Fall Fair parade.

Yours truly

Robert Johmston

Chairman, Fall Fair Parade.
Committee

Reader needs help with
‘genealogical research

Dear Sir, ‘

[ have recenlly acquired a copy
of "Nassagaweya Centennial 1850
1950."" How [fortunate are the
people of Lhe area to have had
individuals tincluding the Free
Press) with the loresight, energy
and dedication to compile such a
book. It is invaluahle to those of us
doing genealogical research.

In this regard, | am most anxious
to correspond with or come to
interview anyone intereated in / or
descendanta of the following:
Joseph Anderson, son of John. Lot
8. Conc. 7. Nassagaweya Twp:
Joseph, William, Gmrgr (died

Co!c.;s * sla w

« Remember when | told you about
visiting Acion

my Aunt Neil

several months ago and her aur-
prise al Lhe growth since she lived
here as a girl  Well, she's visiling
again and 1 recalled a story she
fold me abowt my grandiather,

He was BEritish army clean
through, Lhe epitome of Lhe ser-
geant majr which he waas. He
served in the South African War,
t Boer War) with the British Army.
When war broke out again in 1914
he was one of the first to join the
Canadian Army and was the
Jrecruiting sergeant in Acton, 1 be-
lieve, for the predecessor of the
Lorne Scols Regiment.

locks on the Welland Canal.
WW 2 broke out he menagad to
into l.mihn'n again,

1687) Anderson, sons of John. Lots
23 & 24 Conc. 5., Nassagaweya
Twp; Peter and Isabella Dixon
Deforest of Lot 11, Conc. 4, Nelson
Twp. She is buried In St. David's
Presbyterian Church, Cam

bellville; James and Matil

Bonus,  Nassagaweyr  Twp;
Thomas and Jean Bonus (1B86]
Census) Nassegaweya  Twp;
James Hume born 1844 Charles

. Hume, bath lived in Nassagaweya

Township; Peter Hume, N.W.
corner Pushlinch Twp.

Sincerely,

Jean Anderson

" R.R.5,Perth

From the edltor s des

Dear Oito:

Well, long time no hear or sec.

Since space is limited, I'H
dispense with pleasantries.

S0, Olto, you're not too wild
about some of the things I've writ-
ten about your leader, Brian
Mulroney.

That's understandable. [ haven't

been loo complimentary. 1 must .
say V' expeeted to hear fidm you.

sooner—right after the convention
when I climbed on my soap box and
spoke, admlttedly quite harshly
about your new leader.

For the benefit of those reading
this column {lfrom the editor's
desk, for yours and many others'
informalion, is a column, not an
editorial and reflects only my
views, not necessarily the views of
the paper which are found to the

~ left in the editorlal calumn) Il

reprint your letter here,
Dear Gord;

As you know, ] am mot In the ha- _

bit of responding lo editorials.
However, afler having read your
comments in the Augusi 17, 1883,
issue of. the Acton Free Press
entitled  "'Mulroney  prospers
gaying nothing'', T feit J should
altempt to sel the record straight.

“I naturally respect your views,
‘as [ know that you respect mine.
Nevertheless, 1 feel that you are
somewhal misinformed when it

. comestowhat [ believe to be Brian

Mulroney's in-depth policies. If you
took the lime to read the book
“Brian Mulroney— Where [ stand™
you would notice that he has spelt
out detailed policies ranging from
social and welfare programs to
productivitly and free enterprise.
“[ will not at this time oulllne our
Party's positions since Mr.
Mulroney's leadership victory, as
it would be too burdensome for
both of us. However, I do suggest
that il you are interested in
receiving Mr. Mulroney's position
on a’ny subject pertaining to the
federal scene, do contact me as I
would be only too pleased to for-
ward it to you.
“In the meanlime, | am taking

Dear Otto: About Brian.

the liberty of sending copies ol
several recent newspaper articles
outlining just some of Brian’s
stands.™ Sincerely yours,
Otto Jelinek, M.P.

Haiton

I've just reread the column you
refer to to refresh my memory and
gel my reply thoughts in order.

Also, T've taken -the .liberly of .

showing your letter to two people,
both Independents I believe, who
commented to me about {he

column, lo see what they thought of

your reply,

I'm well aware Mulroney pub-
lished his positions book for the
convention. I don't have a copy, but
I distinctly remember reading
excerpts from it in his mounds of
campaign literature avallable in
Ottawa at that time. Please do
send along a copy lor me, and some
extras for others who may be inter-
ested and 1 will pass them on.

However, 1 think you misread
the point 1 was (rying to make in
the column a couple of weeks back,

1 know Mulroney has positions on
wsues every politician has. His
were wrilten for the canvention
and carried on into his leadership
by some university professor, |
think from Queen's.

They are lengthy and com-
plicated. Mastly they were the
same as lhe other contender’s
views, | concluded.

But, after reading the material,
and then lislening ta his speech and
comments in pelicy sessions, I'm
not sure if his book conlains his
views, or simply positions he was
handed by his handlers and dutj-
fully memorized.

What I was wriling about was
what Mulroney is saying to the
Cnadian public, particularly the
volers of Central Nova, whom 1
presume elected him this week (]
wrote Lhis reply Friday).

1 fear very few Canadians will
read Brian Mulroney—Where I
Sand. Like me though, many
waiched the campzign in Central
Nova wilh [nterest, following Mul-
roney through the daily news-

by Gord Murray
Free Preas edilor

pipers and radio and television
dispatches. ‘Those reports have
contained little substane, s | sald
previously. Tell me why Brian isn't
saying to the media “this is what 1
wrole in my book and this is what 1
tell Canadions now.”

Why when 1 saw him on TV did
he not say what he'd do about
opting out and extra billing under
medicare, even when asked spec-
\fically by the reporter, and
restrict his comments to blasting
the Liberals? [ know he has views,
mostly eritical of the Grils, on this
issue. Please don’t keep these
pearls of wisdom buried away in an
ohscure heok few voters will have
the time or inclination lo read.

make them available through the

means by which we usually learn

about our national government and

leaders— the media.

Without saying much except to
hand them the lelter, the two
reazders [ contacted soid much the
same thing, sans prompting. They
soid they are disturbed by vour
leader's lack of  substantive
comments in the papers, on radio
and particularly on TV. One men-
tioned the medicare issue in partl-
cular, The ather suggested when a
new issue crops up they want to
hear what the man they suspect
will be the next Prime Minlster
thinks rather promplly, not what
he thinks after a flock of advisors
put out & book or paper. (Since they
knew thelr response would be used
in my reply because I wasn't sure
my perception was anything more
than the ramblings of a dis-
enchanied political junkie, 1
promised not to mention their

iContinued on pigr.‘i b

My grandfather made me burn...

by Hartley Coles
Mazaging Edltor

strong a Baptist as you'll find any- *

where,

But he was also full of fun and
my aunl described him s8 some-
:ltnll"ﬂ:iﬂ“,lpqlntllhinl

e might have been suggesting
was inherited. She recalled an old-
fashioned aleigh ride to Eden Mills
from Acton one frosty night. A cer-
tain swain smitten with a pretly
cosntry girl sat as close (o her &3
he Zoudd as the horses trotted

briskly along the snow<covered

roads,
It was one of those nighls when

. the cold iz so intense even the

shyest person cuddied close lo
their neighbors. The moon being up
there like a Japanese lantern.

At one point in the ride when a
cloud pulled a certain over the Man
in the Moon, Elmer, (fictilious
name) reached out his hand for
that of Eameralda, that pert clerk
{rom the country store.

He squeezed. A squeere came
back. He squeezed again +harder.
The squeere came back-+harder9

And so it went,
all the way to Eden Mills, where
passengers  disembarked for
refreshments, As the sleigh un-
ioaded Elmer watch Esmeralda
get off. It was then he realized the
l:hlzd he held belonged to someone

“Her"' hlml turped out to be mr
grandiather’s.

Neediess to say, gramp's -:ﬂm
had been observed by everyone on
the trip. The swain was the
butt of jokes rest of the
And if everyone hae A memory

my aunt's for decades later, |
guess.

but he was one of the softest
louches in Acton when it came to

iSsues
10 years ago

August2®, 197

FPockwood's Nelson White guided
onc of the country's fastest three-
yearold pacers, Ambro Nadir, to
victory in the Prix D'Ete, one of
Canada's top hamess races, this
week,

Fred Keniner also picked up a
prize this week. He was presented
with the Howard Miller trophy for
mast points earned by his while leg-
horn chickens tn the Canadian Na-
tional Exhibitlon's Poultry exhibit.

Bandmaster George Elllot! also
had a lot to be proud of as Acton
Citizens’ Band topped cammpetition at
the CNE, picking up the Whaley-
Poyce Lrophy.

20 years ago

AUgusiIn, 1563

Acton’s first ladybarber, Josep
hine Pardasch of Milten, is laking
aver the former shop of Yito Cipola
of Toronto.

The Frece Press has been chosen
best all-round newspaper In the
Canadian Wceekly  Newspaper
Associalion competitions, it was
apnounced this week.

Four-year-old Richard Murdock is
reported okay Riter being knocked
down by a motorcycle Monday.
According to OPP reporis, the child
daried into the street from behind a
parked bus.

Traflic on the Toronto-Stratford
CNP Line was halted eariy last
Friday when five rollway cars were
derailed at Acton Limestone Quarry
enst of Acton.

Provincial election campaigning
is in high gear. Candidates include
Progressive  Conservative MP
George Kerr of Burlinglon, Owen
Mullin tLiberal) of Burlington and
William Gitlies' (New Democrat) of
{]ﬂk\'ﬂlﬂ wengplat tor 111 ]

50 years ago

August 24,1833
A big crowd assemhled in the park
yesterday afternoon and evening for
Acton Community Picnic arranged
by the Acton Fetail and Business

-Men's Association. Over 1,000 at-

tended this year. Mr. P.N. Kerr wel-
comed everyone beflgre Lhe races bew
gan. In a ball game Dublin school
defeated Lorne school 24 td 15. This
was followed by a game between
businessmen with Dr. Nelson and
Dr. Pearen the captains. W.M.
Cooper was the umpire. The horse-
shoe pilching was won by Stephen
Coxe and Mel Wilson who eliminated
F. Foney and Basil Mellon. Tea and
colfeec were provided to go with the
plcnic lunches with [ree treats for

~children. In the evening Guelph

Jockey Club plaved hardball against
an Acton leam, The locals, who lost,
were Wallers, Waterhouse, Holle-
way. Ainsiie, Morton, Marshall,
Tyler, Chalmers and Cripps. The
final feature was a tug-of-war. The
Beardmore team of eight men were
pitted ageinst 20 others for the first
pull but this number had to be
lessened. Acton Citizens Band gave
a few stirring numbers,

75 years ago

Augusi 27, 1904
The Beardmore house on Maln St..
is bring enlarged and improved. It
will be occupled by Mr. and Mrs.
James Lackey and will provide
sccommodation for the Mesars.
Beardmore and members of thelr

_family. The Fobert Liltle property,

which was recently purchased from
Mrs. Little, will shortly be occupied
as the residence of Mr. W.W. Beard-
more who I8 announced (o wed Miss
Katharine Mackenzie, daughter of .
William  Mackentie Esq.,, of
Mackenzie and Mann.

Pobert Somerville, who had been
working on Lindsay's barn at
Limehouse, has died of lyphoid.

Mr. Ernest Macklin, electrician,

hands -

it didn't phase my grandfather
one bit, IL was typical of his kind of
humor, which as kids growing up
we learned by experience to be
wary of when cver we visited Lhe
grandparents. The one who sal
next (0 him had to be specially
careful, alter tea was served.

Alter my grandmother- would
pour tea, he would take his cup,
pour a bit in the saucer, swirl his
£poon around the cup and the apply
it to the wrist of the nearest grand-
kid, which usually turned out to be
me.

It burned like hell because the
lea was piping hot, having just
come {rom the pol.

He would laugh delightedly at
our discomfiture. My grand-
mother, ever solicitous afler our
welfare, said, ""Now ﬁ'ud.- you'e

beought tears to his eves.'
Mdhehadmmetimu But when

hel{ring people in rouble. He never
a great deal materially but he

was eager o share It with anyone
who didn 't have any. And he helped
many people cver some of the
bumps in life without a thought of
refurn.

{ olten think of him when [ pass
the cenotaph in Aclon because he
raised and lowered Lthe flag when
they played Last Post and Reveille
for Armistice Day services for a
long time. He had a row of medals.
They looked 8 block long when |
was a kid. And he kept them
scrupulously shined and wore them

proudly on his chest,

He loved music especially Lhat ol
brass bands and military bands of

nll stripes.

When ever | see a veterian sirid-
ing slong behind a band, hesd up,
chest ol and pride of bearing in
their stride, 1 think of my grand-
{alher and the times be burned me
with those darn spoons.

has created quile a beauty spot of
the lawn in fronl of the Power House.’

Main ‘8. roadway has been
gravelled from J.C. Nelson's gate to
Piver St. It has also been turnpiked
from Fairview Ave., to the foot of

~ the hill.

100 years ago

Sepiemberd, 185

The Exhibitlon of Esquesing
Agricuitural Society for this fall
which will be held in Acton on the
third of October, promises to be one
of the most success{u} ever held by
the society. The commitiee here are
usihg every effort for the success of
the affair and the residents of the
township will on this occasion have
anopportunily of showing what & jit-
tle exertion and ent will do )
for an exhibition of this kind,

The regular meeting of the Board
of Education was in the Coumell
Chambers on Mondsy evening last.
Members presenl: Mr, Jas. Mati-
hews, chairman and Mesars, W.H.
Storey, Jas. Moore, D. Henderson
and J.E. McGarvin.




