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Acton must fight | \wiar o T SAY WATT UNTIL

for Section 63

Acton has a well-deserved
repulation for not taking in-
justices lying down.

For that reason its puzzi-
ing why Acton hasn'l risen
up and said ‘“‘enough is
enough’ —it's time we were
treated fairly and council
adopted Section 63 (former-
ly Section 86) to bring about
property tax assessment re-
form.

Residents in all wards of
Haiton. Hills who live in

homes built since the early -

"70s are carrying a heavier
tax lecad than others in
town, since the province has
had new properties, assess-
ed under markel value
 assessment. ' Homes built
before the early 70s have
had their assessments
frozen by the province. The
only method of equalizing
assessmenis and thawing
frozen assessments is adop-
tion of Section 63.

There was a relatively
mild protest in favor of Sec-
tion 86 a few years ago from
Bovis residents, However,
when council narrowly
voted to maintain the ine-
quitable stawms quo, Bovis
gave up the fight. They
didn't even follow through
on mention of launching a
property tax assessment-
reform ratepayers' group.

Earlier this year, in a
complicated presentation, a.
consultant hired by Heller’s
showed council that not only
are residents of new homes
in all wards being shafted
because antiquated assess-
ments are still in effect, but
in fact Acton stores and
industries are really being
treated unfairly, Local
businesses are paying about
25 per cent higher taxes
than their counterparts in
Georgetown.

The consultant alse
claimed residential taxes
on similar properties in Ac-
ton and Georgetown are
out-of-whack; Acton's pay-
ing about 25 per cent more
than those in Georgetown.
That contention is disputed
by the resident expert on
council, Ross Knechtel,
though he says the 25 per
cent disparity definitely ex-
ists for business and ind-
ustry.

. The implication of coun-
ctl's action earlier this sum-
mer, rejection of a study
- Knechtel and other backers
of Section 63 wanted so their
case for reform would be
more convincing, is clear.
This study wouldn't have

Coles’ slaw

When Bill Yundt makes up his
mind to do something he doesn’t
waste any time. It hardly seems
yesterday when the old store which
housed his pharmacy and apart-
ments came down before const-
ruction on Lthe spanking new huild-
ing started. The f(oundation is
already lald and it shouldnt be
long before a new store helps make
the downtown business section
more attraclive.

The old building which went
under the wrecker's hammer has a
lively history. Dave Dills and 1
tried to lrace the many businesses
which occupied the premises dur-
ing & recent conversation. It was
Dave who revealedit had also been
the site of Clark's Hotel, back even
before be was a boy,

My memocry of that comer only
goes back 1o when it was ed
by the Bank of ova Scolla and the
Acton Cremery bt [ also

_Arvin

forced council to adopt Sec-
tion 63, so the majority of
councillors were saying
they'd prefer to keep their
heads in the sand and ig-
nore the glaring inequities,
It's politically safer, they
believe. .

A couple of weeks ago
Knechtel presenled some
more evidence of, as he put
it, the “‘royal screwing’’ Ac-
ton is receiving.

With this kind of publicity
for an issue, it’s puzzling
why Acton hasn't been
hoilering. Where are the
delegations, weekly- if
necessary, to council pro-
testing this highly unfair
and improper situation?
Where are the letters to the
editor? Where are the local

‘meelings to organize pro-

lests? Where is the lobbying
of Georgetown and Esques-
ing residents who live in
newer homes and paying
more than their fair share?

To be sure Actonians, esp-
ecially local businessmen,
have reacted to the publici-
ty to their local represent-
atives about this complex
and complicated issue. But
they are preaching to the
converted. Knechtel and
Dave Whiling voted for Sec-
tion 86 and have said they'll
suvport adoption of Section
63. Newcomer Rick Bon-
nette ‘has -offered a sym-
pathetic ear and while he
hasn’t said he'll vote for
Section 63 when and if it

comes to a vote, he seems to

be leaning in the direction
of delivering a third yes
vote. He certainly voted for
Knechtel's study reqguest
because it would provide
council with more infor-
mation, -

But Acton councillors
need at least four votes out
of Georgetown and Esques-
ing, - and support from
councillers in the other
three wards is lukewarm at
best, to carry the day.

The Acton councillors
need strong, visible- and
vocal support from Acton to
win this battle. Georgetown
and Esquesing councillors
must be convinced Acton’s
mad as hell and won’t take
this anymore. They must
also hear from their own
constituents who would
benefit from property tax
assessment reform. It must
become politically safer to
adopt Seclion 63 than main-
tain the status quo.:

Now, what are you wait-
ing for Acton? Go get ‘em,
—G.M,

there but there well could have
been

Acton’s Early Days, the book -

Haiton Hills Libraries are making
an index for now, tells of the early
days of that corner, when it waos
occupicd by & stone hotel, which
the book says was ““well remem-
bered.™

Erection of this holel was
commenced by the late Simeon
Anderson but he died before it was
completed. He had previously kept
hotel in a log building supplanted
over a century ggo by the
Dominion Hotel, built by Robert
Agnew which stood on Lthe north
side of the IGA grocery store.
There's cnly & parking lot there
now since Lhe hotel's destruction in
a lragic [ire.

After Mr. Anderson's death his
executors, the late Dr. N. McG-
and well known iatdider
James Cameron had the stone
hotel completed on the comer of
Mill and Main. The {irst landlord of
the new holel, according to Acton's
Early Days. was John Wallace who
afterwards went 1o Milton and kept
the Wallace House, where the Ml)-

¥

While the cat's away the mice
will play.

Helen's away on vacotion in
Collingwood. I'm not doing a lot of
playing of ony kind. I'm doing a lot
of the stulf she usually dces, as
well as my own work, so darn it all
there's nqt a lot of time lefl over.

But, ['m going to have a little fun

never-the-less,

Earller this year she gave me a
shot in her column, I can’t recall
the specifics and it's not worth
l[ocking up. Suffice to say she
implied I can be a litile Lhick bet-
ween the ears from lime to time,
(some witt tell you earnestly that
it's a permanent state of affairs
with me, but don't believe every-
thing you hear}.

Anyway, after that little shot, a
good number of people who read
both af our columns regularly
mentloned they'd be walting for
me to flire a shot back. They've
been waiting ond waiting.

Those who know us well are
aware nelther of us is inclined lo
-hold back digs at each other, so
they've been expecting o good br-
oadside from me.

Some of you, I must say, must
really cnjoy wilnessing Murray
domestic disputes (not the type the
police are called for, at least so far,
though she has thrown a few steak
knives at me over the dinner table,
bu! that's another story). Yeu
seetm 50 eager for & reply.

Well, what follows isn't really a
reply to her comment aboul my
intelligence level, but it is a couple
of slories I've long wanted to share
with all whe would read or listen,

However, in ‘the Interest of
relative peace in the newsroom, 1
haven't writien them previously.

I admit it, I'm taking advantage
. of her absence.

30, here goes. Digs frem my
corner. i

It's 10 years ago next month that
I met Helen. I had just transferred
o Sheridan College In Oakville
from  Hyerson

the skills necessary to work on a
small town paper.

ton Inn once stood. It, tog, has
succumbed te the ravages of fire.

The new stone building was
¢alled Lhe Stone Hotel and it had
several landiords before it, loo,
was destroyed by fire about the
turn of the century. Acton’s Early
Days noles [t was somewhal
remarkable that nearly all parts of
the building were gutied and the
cantents destroyed but the bdar-
roam in the north-cast comer re-
mained almost intact untll the fire
WAl oveT.

The contents of the barroom
suffered after the flames had been
subdued, the book comments
sardonically. '

Inthose early days farmers {rom

ing, Nassagaweya, Erin
and Eramosa townships used to
come in to hoist a few drinks In
Clark's Hotel” before they headed
back along bampy corduroy roads
to their Jand. It is refated that one
wintry night, abowut a century ago,
a resldent of Nazssagaweya Jefl the
premises afler carousing with a
few cronies most of the day. He
tock along a jug of whisky for com-
pany, got into his aleigh and

HE

GETS A LITTLE

MORE. SUNBURNT
AND UNTIL. HE PUTS
ON A BIGGER WORM..,

First meeting

the “little Heller".

I was really looking forward to
Sheridan. I felt I'd made a wise
chaice.

For a time though, Helen had me
thinking I'd made the wrong cho-

ice.
{

My first day there I sort of met
Helen.

Hoving some training in jour-
nalism, 1 was assigned to work
with the second year students on
the first issue of the schoo) weekly,
the Sheridan Sun.

My first day at this new school |
went straight to the Sun's news-
room, received an assignment and
buckled down lo work.

It wasn't easy. There was a blg
distraction in a small package.

You see, there was this littie girl
silting in there talklng a mile a
minute. And | mean a mile a
minute. If you think Helen talks
fast and long now, just take my
word for it, she's mellowed
greatly.

This non-stop chatter went on
and on. Finally, T turned and
looked at the source more
carefully, :

It wasn't love at first sight.

You see she was silling there
jawing away swinging her legs, she
couldn’t touch the Moor. {Still can't
in a lot of chairs),

“What kind of
.asked mysell. *"“They let the
students bring their younger
sibblings 1o class.”' [ thought, from
my view across the room, she was
about 13 or I4d.

Anyway, | diidn't notice Helen
again for a few days. Then one day
she was silting at the next table, I

piace is this?" [

Polytechnical -
Institute in Toronto 50 | could learn

(which she obvigusly is),

being quiet {for a change).

Mill-Main corner has a colorful history

headed the mare home.

Somchow he golt back to his
Nassagaweya farm, aided no doubt
by the Instincts of the horse, but
climbed out of the sleigh with the
jug nnd&nmﬂeded to his line fence.
He evidently tried to climb the
fence but his cogordination was no
doubt affecied because he was un-
ahle to get over.

They found him there laier, the
book relaies, covered with snow,

the jug beside him. But he was stifl

in death, & lesson not lost on the
Laok's authors.

The Stone Hotel had many land-
lords inciuding Thomas Qlark,
Elias Clark, Thomas Campbell,
James Campbell, E.C. Cark, A.
Roach and A. Bihgar. It is the
second last landlord named who is
best remembered. He was the
father of the {amous author, Mazo
de 1a Roche. )

Anyway, some older residents

still recali the Misses Roche -

concluded she must just be short
but

belonged in the school. She was

as

. by Gord Murray

Free Press editor

We were both working on our
assignments, when that wee voice
piped up and asked i | knew how to

spell some word.

In my usual charming way,
trying reatly hard to impress her, |
(expletive
deleted) would I know? Look il

growled "How. the

up !#i

Great first impression ch!
Anyway,

histor y.

So. with this tale of the little
woman (in thls case that's nol a
sexist or chauvinist remark, she's
female and little?) off may chest,
1l now wait for my punishment,

Helen's parents get the paper
weekly, so if Canada Post suddenly
becomes speedy and she gels
before returning on the weekend
there may ¢r may not by an On the
lLeavell in Lthe next week's edilion
snd the Free Press may or may not
have an opening for a reporter. |
looking for o
recommale or smaller quarters.
who knows how little Helen ior
"The Little Heller" as my best
riend from childhood calls her)

might also be

will react?

But just to be on the safe side, 1
miss you ''Snugs’ and can't wait
til you get back home. . . and back

to work too.

P.S. Try and be as good a sport
aboul what [ wrole as Irma up-
Hartley's

peared to be about
column last. week, dear,

by Hartley Coles
Managing Editor

down Nell Patterson purchased the
property and buill the block of
stores and apartments which have
now been demolished to make way
for o new home for Acton Phar-
macy.

On the adjoining lot where Acton
IGA and Acton Bawling Alleys now
are situated the late Dr. Coxe built
a brick garage which was known ax
the Central Garage on the site of
Acton's [irst grocery store con-
ducted by Miller Hemstreet and
called The Danville Grocery.
(Acton was Danville then). It is
ironic the lot is now occupled by
snother leading grocery super-
market.

According to Acton's Early
Days, Acton’s skating rink was
aleo located on this Joi. Il was
known as the King Edward Rink
and was [looded by using the fire
engine to pump the water (rom the
town hall well before there were
any waterwaorks in Acton.

So thet piece of rea! estaie has
had a colorful history before it
starts new beginnings in the 1980s.

desplte my initial
impression of her (1 expect next
time I'm away she’ll tell you about
her first impression of me), we got
to know each other and followed .
the same courtship route as most
couples. The rest, as they say, Is

iISsues

10 years ago

Auguast 22, 1973

Acton Legion has received ap-
proval from Esquesing Councll to
build & $300,000 legion hall on the for-
mer Nelles property.

Bob Drinkwalter has announced
he will seck an area council seat in
the upcoming municipal election.

Building in Nassagaweya this
yvear hoas already hit the $3 million
mark, township building inspector
Terry Gallamore says. i

Wally Coe of Alderwood scored the
first hole in one at Acton Mcadows
Lhis year.

20 years ago

August22, 1963

Street rowdyism has prompted a
debate in Aclon’s council chambers
cenired around police protection.
Last Friday night and early Satur-
day morning, OPF arrested and
churged six persons with nine of-
fences as a result of two disturbanc-
C5.

Approval has been given lar o 300-
bed home for the aged. Construction
for the new Halton Centennial
Manor in Milton will begin immed-

iately.

The new Acton and District Com-
munlty Centre is completed and In
use. Canstruction costs of $75,166
were raised through o fund-raising
campaign and a $10,000 grant from
the Province.

50 years ago

August 17, 1933
The best game of the softball
lcague so far saw Hewclson Shoes
defealed by Tanners 84. Tannery:
J. Woods, J. Waterhouse, F. Glb-

‘bons, W. Walerhouse, R. Anderson,

A. Kirkness, M. Tyler, J.
McGeachie, N. Morton, Shoeles,
Spires. Mooriey ' Waterhouse, W
Holloway, S. Scriven, G. Masales,
W. Gibbgns, C. Holmes, L. Masales,
A. Buchanan, T. Gibbens,

The work at the pioneer cemetery
has already made a marked im-
provement. The wilderness is gone,
It seems pretty generally felt that
the structure to be buill from the
stanes should be a pergola, slmilar
tothat in Galt. Many of the slabs are
broken and lying on the ground.
Subscriptions continue to come in
from interested partics.

A large number attended the barn
dance in Mr. Lloyd Johnston's new
barn on the seventh line. Park-
inson’s orchestra ‘played and Mr,
Clarence Lynch called off.

Threshing is now the main activity
in the couniryside. The yield is fair.

75 years ago

August 20, 1908 _
It is very rare lo have two in-

- terments in Churchill cemelery In

one week bul such was the case,
owing to the deaths of Mrs. John
Gibbons and George Snyder.

There has been guite an exodus
from thig vicinily to the North-wesi|
and the harvest fields.

Severul citizens have complalned
that the clectirie light sysiem [s
frequently very tardy in coming on
in the evenings.

One hundred and thirly five men
were laid off last Friday by Acton
Tanning Company wilth the Inst-
ructions there would be no work for
two weeks, The general depression
has cffected the leather trade
seriously and buyers are extremely
coulious.

- The Siege of Sebastopol will be
represented ot the Canadian

. National Exhibition this year wilth a

cast of 1,000 and the largest stretch
of scenery ever placed on a stage.

100 years ago

August 30, | K83

Messrs. Beardmore and Co.'s big
brick chimney has been completed.
It ia 105 feet high, contains over
40,000 bricks and cost tn Lhe neigh-
borhood of $800. [t is said to be the
largest and tallest chimney in the
counly.

The diseases most
Onjario:
Neurzlgin,
Bronchitis,

prevalent this
Diarrhoea,

Cholera,
Infantum, Cholera
Morbus.

Ihring the fall wheat harvest just
over, Mr. M.B. Benneil, a man 83
yenraof age, cradled 17 acres of fall
wheat in six days, at the farm of Mr.
Peter Sayers in Nassagaweya. The
above is o fact, and can be certified
to. :

Very heavy frost on Monday
morning.

We regret (o say (there are a8 num-
ber of very had boys and young men
in Rockwood. On Sunday no less
than six whips were stolen from
vehicles in the Melhodist Church
shed., and other similar freaks are
being continually commitied. What
is their chiel constable doing?

week In
Anaemia,

-

-
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