Haltoa MP Otlo Jellnek was a close advisor of eventual winner Brizn Mulroney throughout
the convention. Humors seem lo have died down that Jelinek will give up bis seat go the new
[eader cap run in Halton.
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& A convention notebook

Independent/Free Press writer Gord
Murray spent three days ar the Tory
leadership convention in Oltawa giren-
ding policy sessions to hear the candi-
dates; listening (o the speeches; reading
all the literature disiributed by the candi-
dates; talking to other media; waiching
the voting and floor action on Saturday;

falking to delegates, observers, aoliler-
ngtes and workers from coast {0 coas!;
and soaking up the atmosphere of a ma-
Jor political gathering.

- L] L

by Gord Muarray

traeme Goebelle, a Bramplon-
Georgetown nlternate delegate, performed
the roll of a convention buddy. A buddy
keeps track of a couple of delegates in other
camg.inhiscmunefmmuwmtm
Crosbie delegation and one David Crombie
su 3
Buddies usually have something in com-
mon, similar life experiences. They chat
about their common interests, and -also
discuss a little politics.

Graeme's targels were delegates who
might swing to his man, Joe Clark, on the se-
cond ballot or even Iater.

Before the initial conversation ends
Goebelle pinned his buddies. In the case of
Joe's workers, their targels were glven a
small blue pin with a white check mark in
the middle,

Then the MPs and Senators sup{wrung
Joe would circulate the convention looking
for Clark pinned buddies. Spolting one, the
prominent politician would then try and
pitch Joe again. |

rsmakers
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Brian Cargill, a former prominent Acten
Conservative now living in Qakville, was an
alternate delegate and didn’t get to vote.
~ut be didn't mind a bit.

Brian said he'd been a delegate to ieader.
ghip conventions three other times and en-
joyed being ao alternate more.

You see, he was a Brian Mulroney sup-
porter [roen start Lo finish, so, while dele-
gates were busy coming and going from the
poils Brian was busy working the floor try-
ing to bring delegates over to his man, He
never had to leave the {un on the floor.

Brampton-Georgelown delegatle Betty

" Flsher was a Crosbie tracker al the conven-

Lol She also worked on her candidate’s doy
t-» day convention stralegy team. i

A tracker (Belty also trained
Crosbie workers to be trackers while in Ot-
tawa) spends a lot of their time in Ottawa
Ec_lgl% from camp Lo camp spreading “'good
will.

Betty just presented herself aa an indivi-

" dual who was backing Crosble. “If they like

me, think I'm a nice person, maybe they'll
be more likely to support John along the
way‘ kE

Prior to the convenlion she worked on the
Crosbie {eam doing Ontario delegate pro-
files.

Janet Gallin, formerly of the Rockwood
ared, went 10 the convention as a Clark sup-
porter, Janet moved away from home in
1879 to {urther her education and attended
the convention ns a delegate from Grant
Macewan College in Edmonton, Albertn.
Her parents June and Jack still live on a
farm in the Rockwood areg.

» - .

There's been a bit of o mystery surroun-
ding Sinclair Stevens ever since we reported
the former leadership hopeful and ex.
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Esquesing Township.

Treasury Board president was born in Es-
quesing.

Interviewed in Ottawa on the weekend,
Sinc conlirmed he had been born in Esques-

‘ing, but didn’t live here long, anly until he

was about 3-years-old.

He was born in a house in the Boston
Church area in lthe south-west part of the
township. Sinc said he believes house is
now owned by Reford Gardhouse, a promi-
nent township resident and sheep (it's really
cattie) farmer,

Seems the Stevens family came to Canada
[rom Ireland in 1924 and stayed in Esques-
ing until about 1930. They were intending Lo
become farmers, but decided It would be
better to gain some practical experience
working on someone else’s farm first.

When the man they were working for mov-
ed Lo Kleinberg in about 1830, they wenl with
him, Now the Slevens clan resides in
Kleinberg beside Pierre Berton.

Stevens, by the way, represents Caledon
and other communities in Parllament.

Former Halton West MPP, inciluding Ac-
ton, George Kerr, was in the Michael Wilson
camp at the convention,

However, once the Wilson campaign dled
and his delegates went to Crosble and
Mulropey {(Wilson backed Mulroney), 1
didn't see George again so I don't know who
he backed after that, *

Kerr used to be a cabine! minister, but
now sits in -the legislature as simply a
Conservative MPP. He represents Burl-
ington riding .

Welting-Duflerin-Simcoe MP Perrin Beat-
1y was another MP for Clark,

Perrin alsowas branded a Tory for Life.

Anti-abortionists were handing out cards
o anycne entering the Civic Centre grounds
throughout the convention. These cards

& )
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John Goebelle, a Bramplon-Georgetown
youth delegate supported Joe Clark,

Joe Clark's Ontarlo campaign chalrperson, Fran Baines of
Georgetown. applauds another MP for Joe jolning the fold on
Saturday morning. Her joy turned 1o gloom hours later,

Jim Bnow, well known Halloa Tory and a member of the provincial
cabinel wore John Crosbie colors as well as a bulion Indicating his

frsi cholce, Bill Davis, should have run,

. A
Perrin Beaity, Tory for Life, enjoys the blg
PC barbecae In Ottawa al the conventlon
Friday.

were a Jot like sports collection cards, with '
the prominent Conservative's photo on the
{ront and a bit about their political career on
the back. Tories for Life were blg name
Conservalives whoare against abortion.

I don't know about Perrin, but reporiedly
some MPs weren'l happy with being named
as antl-abortionists since polls of the dele-
lgiatm indicaled the majority favored abor-

on,

About planned redistribution changes for
his seat after the next federal election, Beat-
Ena'imt;t will “}“ﬂf’ has a little leas

cover in his sprawling ri :
bt ulm quickly “I'll miss it."” Hudiil-:rsl
~seat will be just Welllngton-Dufferin, the
Simcoe portion is being split off so he'll lose
about 10,000 conslituents in Alliston, Adjala
and Torsontio Townships.

0 P X . - £ Former Actonian and the present chalr-

: o R 3  man of Peel Heglon Frank Bean (ook in the
convention. But he waan't a delegate, altey--
nate or even an obeerver. Bean, who kept
reminding me Acton was his “old home
town,". altended az 2 media person. He
writes a column for sisters paper of this
publication, The Mississsuga News and
Bramplon Guardian,

sy, T b s h .1“.-- e i 7 = ‘|-|'| - '_." ]

Clark conventlon chairman John McDermid takes a  Misslasauga South MP Don Blenkarn at right. Mc-
rare break from worklng his “duff of"" at the Tory Dermid looked crushed when the {inal vole was an-
barbecue Friday afterncon. McDermid is seenhere with  nounced and his party had a new leader,

Convention notebook:

Betty maintains Crosbie best man

This scribbler has seen Joe Clark
rumerous times (even had my picture taken
twice with him, In color once to go with an
interview during the 1980 campaign) and |

camp expecied
pand Bdliot slreagib (o be “'soft,” for Joe to
tumble badly on the second vote and a ot of
his voles {0 come over to Crosbie, But Joe'
vole wasn't soft, it beld quite firmly.
Between the second and third vole, Betty

Betty Flthrr ol Geergriown werkcd very
hard for Jebo Creshie but weand sp hacking
Brian Mulreney en Ltbe final daliot. She
petved &8 a ‘Uracker” at the convention and

alss werked o & sirabegy leam.
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given the Canadian people spirit and hope.
The best man lost, imupimem
head about theolitical process, (he
Georgetown school trustee, who also ooce
represented Acton and Esquesing, said.

“What makes me shake my head even

more was the (nept political thinking of the
Clark e. We Lold them most Crosbie

voles o go lo Mulroney and ihey didn't
believe us.”’
She said she felt sorTy for Joe, he wound

up getting “ancther ple in the face.” Fisher -

observed Clark's were 80 ° .
tive” of thelr man, who they had
been wronged so many times in the past.

F

mentioned to both Johs McDermid,
Bram elewn MP, and Frans
Balses of etown, that I'd never seen
kim so strong and forceful as be was io the

I suggesied he st have been laking
speaking style leasons,
Huln_replhﬁ, & cape
of Joe galning more experience. noted
even Premier Bill Davis wasn't exactly a
bal! of fire when be started and Jook at him.
now, with years of experience under his
" {Coniinwed o BS)




