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Consider peoples’ needs,

not just dollars, cents

It would appear Halton
Hills Hydro Commission
plans to leave Acton bhilling
arrangements in limbo for
much of the summer before
telling us finally what will
definitely happen.

We hope citizens will
maintain a close eye on this
situation and not let the
maltter slide just in case
some commissioners start
entertaining thoughts of
still trying to slide through
the radical changes pro-
posed by staff last month.

We'll certainly be keeping
our ears to the ground to see
what they have in mind.

This has been something
of a smozzle from the start.

Changes, other than mov-
ing one staffer and a com-
puter terminal head out of
the Acton office and replac-
ing the staffer with a sum-
mer student, weren't ap-
proved by the commission.
Even moving the employee
and computer to George-
town was handled sort of
through the back door, via a
motion to hire four stud-
ents. But as Murt Allison
said Friday the intent of the
motion was clearly under-
stood, first step towards
making major changes in
Acton.

Less than a week after
this decision was made by
the commission word was
filtering around town.

When it reached our ears
we called Doug Mason. He
in turn arranged for us to
talk to chairman Bill Smith,
with manager Jerry Trudell
along to supply him with
information.

We've never been com-
pletely convinced the whole
thing wasn’t just a case of
sending up trial balloons to
see how the commumty
would react. They wanted
coverage of the staff pro-
posals to see if Acton would
go along with them.

The summer billing ar-
rangements were supposed
o be a trial period, but
unfortunately Smith used
the phrases “phasing out"
and ‘‘phasing in" period
more often than trial period
during the lengthy inter-
view.

Also his tone and words
made it sound that all the
changes, such as no staff at
the Acten hydro office to
handle billing matters and
no mention of paying bills
elsewhere in town, were the
new policy as of September.

We suspect had Acton and
mayor Peter Pomeroy not
raised a stink they would
have been policy. Changes
needing formal commission
approval sounds like it was
almost an afterthought, an
escape route, if the new
ideas didn't go down well
with the community.

We can appreciate the
commission’s desire to save
money and make business-
like decisions. What some
staff and the commission
seem to fail to remember is
that changes which are
noticeable and impact on
the public should be con-
sidered more than from a
purely business standpoint.

Halton Hills Hydro is a
government body as well as
a business. People concerns
must be.weighed against
business concerns.

Acton is sensitive about
change, over the past 10
years there have been
many changes in govern-
ment services in this com-
munity. The community is
worried about a loss of
identity, of being swallowed

up.

'Local government bodies -

and our sister taxpayers in
other areas of Halton Hills
and Haiton must he pre-
pared to spend a few extra
dollars now and again even
when it may not make com-
plete sense from an econ-
omics standpoint, to make
this community feel like it
is still alive and part of the
grand scheme of things.

If this type of attitude,
taking care of one’s smaller
sister’s needs, doesn't pre-
vail, all politicians in

‘Halton Hills and the region
* had best be prepared to ride

out a lot more storms in the
years ahead.

[t will be a long time

before Acton lies down and

keeps quiet.—G.M.

|

GOOD MORNING, I'LL BE
YOUR CHILD’'S SUMMER
CAMP COUNSELLOR!

Almost anybody but Mulroney

Well, my prediction was wrong,
the wicked wit of the east didn't
win the Tory crown in Gttawa. But
Il I were John Croeble I'd hang in
thére and not quit politics, I'd also
spend a lot of time learning
French.

I fear the Taries have made a
warse choice in Bran Mulroney for
leader than if they'd let Joe Clark
continue in the job,

Mulroney makes me very ner-
vous and I'have a sneaking suspic-
fon not long afler the next federal
eleclion the PCs will be gathering
someplace again. io replace him,

Some are already predicting that
Clark will be hanging around
Ottawa lo wait to get hls job back,
It will never happen for Joe¢, but
Crosbie could well win the prize he
missed Saturday in about three
years' time,

If I'd been a voting delegate 1'd
have been an AABM (Almost
Anybody Bul Mulroney}. After
hearing the speeches, attending

policy sessions, reading reams of

candidate literature, and following
the campaigns in the media for a
couple of months 1'd have chosen
Mulroney over only two other
candidates, John Gamble and Neil
Fraser.

The convention didn’t change my
top pick, but it sure lowered
Mulrony on my list. David Crab-
mie, Peter Pocklington, Michael
Wilson, even Joe again, would have
been better than Mulroney, I think.

I know I'm not alone in my
suspicions. Mega media commen-
tators are scared of him too and
obviously less than 30 per cent of
the delegates thought he was the
best man for the job judging by his
first ballot support.

If 1 had to be labelled politically,
I'd say !'m an Independent.
Federally and provincially I've
voled Grit and Tory in the nine
times I've gotten o cast a vole
(There was a by-election in one
riding I lived in years ago.) I even

voted NDP once, though that
wasn't a vote for the party but the
individual candidate.

I've made no secret of my dis-
dain, or disgust is maybe a better
word, with Trudeau and his eronies
in recent years. People who do
things like set up conflict of in-
terest rules for themselves and
then break them and don't pay a
price because after all they are
just guidelines, not law, shake my
faith badly, Judging by the polls,
I'm far from alene in this regard. |
don't blame Trudeou ond the
Liberals for all of Canada’s woes, |
reject them for their “hang onto
power at any cost” and “'do as I
say, not as I do™ attitudes.

Hut I've been labelled a Tory by
some Liberals in town (rlght Peter
P.) based on the things I've written
in this space. But I have written
some nice things about Liberals in

‘the past, il's just been that since

I've been at the Free Press the
Trudeau gang has run roughshod
over decency and ethics. In the
same 3% year time period I've had
some aslmost equally disparaging
things to say about the Tories at
Queen's Park. _

Anywny, I went to Oltawa ex-
pecting to see the PCs pick the
person who 1'd be voling for lo lead
our next government.

Now, I'm not so sure.

I'l be watching Mulroney
closely, and if he isn't a lot differ-
ent than the man who I saw in
Ottawa, I might just vote Liberal,

If Mulroney scems to be the
same phony, cardboard cutout
with nosubstance 1think he is now,
once he is in the House of Com-
mons, and the Liberals pick some-
one who isn't involved in the
present regime then 1 could weil
back the Grits.

Should the Liberals choose Alan
MacEachen or Marc Lalonde for
the job, I'd go to Mulroney. Belter
the devil T don't know that well
than the devil I know all loo well.

by Gord Murray
Free Press editor

['d also reject Donald McDonnld
even though he's not part of the
present government, he’s guilty

10 years ago

June il 197]

- More than 100 pnrticipanﬁ prnni:—

¢d and sang around Lhe stage during
Acton School Of Dance’s annual
Springtime show.

New officers were installed at
Acton Leglon. Presidenl ix again

" Bob Angell, with first vicepresident

Gord James, second vice-president
Fred Allen. Secretary is John Chap-
man and lreasurer Gord McCul-
theon. Sergeant-at-arms s Ted

~ LeBlane,

Acton’s town employees walked
off the job in protest Friday, retumn-
ing only alter they were assured a
committee would look inte thelr
grievances., Employees said. they
are concerned about the newly
created position of lown {oreman.
John Dunn, CUPE local represent-
ative, and union representative Sam
Tennant met with Acton- council to
discuss the matter.

Bicycle license regulolions caused
arunan licenses according to police.
An additional order of 200 licenses on
top of the original 400 has nearly run
out, police say, and more are on
order. Acton’s bicyeling population
has burgeoned.

20 years ago

June 13, 1983 :

Boy Scouls gathered 9,000 pountls
of newspaper on their annual paper
drive last weekend.

Hamilton Industrial Shoe Lid.,
Acton's newest industry, should be
in production within a week. The
company expects to hire 30 in the
Aclon area.

A 300-bed extension ls proposed {or
Halton Manor, the county’s home for
the aged.

Robert Little and M.Z. Benneit
Schools report 91 children have reg-
istered for Kindergarten, .

Raymond Braida has successfully
completed his third year of medicine
at the University of Toronte. |

Rev. A . H. M e wis awarded
the J. Bert Wood Trophy for the low
groas score after shooting an 80 In
the Acton Open Goll Tournament at

Hilltop Golf and Country Club in °

Erin. Andy Nolan and John Goy also
picked up trophtes.

too for taking that ridiculous pay 5“
for his silly Royal Commission. years ago
That seems to leave John Tur- June8, 1933

ner. A Turner who goes in and
cleans house, brings in o new

cabipet team and then goes to Lhe

, voters with a new Liberal platform

would, T think, appeal to more
Canndians, including myself, than
Mulroney, despite the fine team he

has around him. -

Why does Mulroney worry me so
much?

In the policy sessions [ witnessed
on Friday he evaded questions. [
want someone in the top job in
Ottawa next round who glves

Three times the parish hall was
(Hied for the play Cabbages snd
Orchids with all the parts taken by
girls and young ladies of the church,
Lillian Perry, Irene Flowers, Olive
Rooks, Phyllis Mackle, Esther
Taylor, Barbara Taylor, Alice
Taylor, Hazel Bridges, Irene Ellloit,
Velma Blair and Clara Bauer and
Mrs. Viclet Knight. Rev. Sawyer
provided musical numbers. Mrs,
(Dr.) A.J, Buchenan was direclor.

There was a fair crowd at the town
hall to hear the speakers of the
C.C.F. expound Lhe principles of this
new movement. Mr, C.O. Plant was

straight answers (o straight
questions. chairman.
After Pocklinglon went to

Mulreney following the first ballot
1 watched Peter Puck being inler-
viewed. He snid the deal he struck
was b Royal Cornmisslon with him
heading it to look ast his 20 per cent
income tax proposal.

Mr. and Mrs. Amos Mason were
honored by the employees of Mason
Knitting Co. on thelr 25th wedding
anniversary. Mr. Charles Kirknesa
read an address and they/were given
a gilver Mower baskel containing 25
roses,

Then ! heard Mulroney asked
shout the deal. He didnt conflirm 75 years ago
the arrangement. He made it S Juncnilmu | ;
& annual conveniywon o
(Contlnued on page 5) Esquesing Sunday School

coes'sew - Some live in retirement immune to age

One of the better parts of an ed-
itor's job is the opportunity to read
newspapers which reach us from
all parts of Canada as part of an
exchange operzled by the Canad-
lan Community  Newspapers
Association. There are often int-
eresting articles about conditions
in their parl of the country and
they make one think how much
alike Conadians are =although
geography can be very different.

One 1 enjoyed recently came
from the Camrose, (Alberta)

Canadian, in & column written for.

weckly newspa by the Alberta
Medical Association. 1t concerned
a man and his wife who had been
married for 64 years. When he was
22 he underwent “‘desperation”
surgery. But he surprised Lhe
doctors by living until he was 55.
Dr. Bob Young, Lhe writer, said the
man "fooled us all.”’

I et the doctor tell it:

“1 bad looked after him for 5
years; he was one of my first pat-
jents, this time bhe had
moved from a large house to &
emaller oot and then, at age
when the became too
much, {0 a condominium. It was
there that 1 wewnt Yo talk to his wife

pnysicians develop an ability to
recognize o patient who ls ter-
minal, even Il the patient is con-
scious and able to converse,
Laborataory tests and such merely
confirm the impression.

“Mr. X, a3 1 have called him,
was like the wonderful one-horse
shay. When he collapsed all his
parts stopped functioning at the
same time. Forlunately, this was
cbvious to the specialist and my-
self, and heroic treatment was
regarded as both useless and
inapproprizte.

“I must gdmit that [ ex
that his wifle would accept the
adage that death at 95 does not rep-
resent a fajlure of medical science.
Initially she could not ; the loss was
too grest and loo recent. She (el
Ruilty that she had not called the
doctor sooner. She was upset that
ahe had left him, very ill but stable,
10 minutea before the end. She was
angry with physiclians, hospitals
and the world in general.

“Ghe was and even
discussed suicide, 1 had, of course,
encountered all these reactions
mzny limes before, and 1 was
beginning to question my apparent
inability o *“assuage the anguish of
her beresvement.” L Lo the
widow belped me understand.

“Mrs. X married Mr. X when she
was 18 That was 64 years ago.

They had been inseparable, and
their companionship had Increased
as the years went by, He had work-
ed, by cholce, untit he was 80. They
had become even closer since his
surgery, partly because she was
pleased to be able to heip with his
care, and partly because mo#t of
their friends had passed on.

“Of course she s dstraught . She
will need beip to get through the
grief, anger, guilt, remorse, and
olbe¢r expected and pecessary
stages of bereavement. But first,
she noeeds a litile time.”

ing the land that life ends when you
collect o pension. .
Of course, it depends on the
n. Some people Jose interest
in life before they retire. The smal-
lest setback makes them retreat
even further (rom the vicissitudes
of living.

Others keep a keen interest in
living all their lives. They shrug off
setbacks, big and small, and keep
on living to the lullest.

[ suspect most of us are some-
where In beiween these two ex-
tremes. Some smali things get us
down. Others, which would fell a
horse, are tossed off like a green
salad.

As we get closer to retirement it
is refreshing as well as fortifying lo
know how well some people deal
with it. It bolls down to personal

"strength and the ability to bend

with the situation. _

And [ suspect there are many
storier like the foregoing which
never get told.

+ + o+

Jack Jchnson, MPP for Wel-
tington County, recently noted In
the Legislature that he has wat-
ched with growing dismay the
attitude of confrontation which has
developed between Ootario Hydro
and the fsrming commumity,
although the goals of both “'are in
many respect. mutual and com-

patible.” !
He snys il is personally disap-
pointing and discouraging tlo

' witness the perception on the part

of many farmers that Ontario
Hydro is “the enemy.'” Bul, he
notes, that Ontaric Hydro is in
large measure responsible for the
creatlon of Lhis perception and will
have lo bear the responsibilily of
overcomming it.

"1 am convinced that Hydro
needs to look at its polictes more
closely, It needs to develop a fresh
and more responsive approach in
its dealings with Lhe farmers. It
needs lo view itself as a partner of
rural Ontario, cather than an all-
powerful benefactor. It needs to
adopl a more co-operative and
sensitive stance and thereby gain
the confidence and {riendship of
those who it is attempting {o ser-
ve," Johnson said.

Someone on the Government slde
of the House is telling it like it real-
ly is. Many in the farming com-

munity with short memories still | coming to these shores from
cannot shake off the effects and the | England, for adoption or hire, chief-
treatment (hey received when that iy as farmers. Many applications
500 kV corridor came through this | accompanied by good references
area. have been made.

But Mr. Johnson is right. If Stoves taken out of sight for the
Hydro foliows the path the tmmed- | warm weather should be thoroughly
iste past chairman of Ont. Hydro § cleaned

Hugh Macauley set, it may oos day
mend [ts fences.

Association was held at Ballinafad
last Friday afternoon and evening.

Dr. Nixon was re-¢lected in Halton
os the Conservatives awept Ontarlo.

Acton voters relurned Nixon over - -

Warren 188 to 148, voting at the lown
hall and Speight's shop.

The annual garden party under
the auspices of Knox Church Ladles
Aid was held at the home of Mr.
Robert Campbell. Miss Laura Gray
accompanied the musical numbers
end Acton Citizens Band enlivened
the ecdings. Tea was served on
the m from 6 to 8 o'clock. Owing
to the cool weather, the demand for
ice cream was not &8s great as it
would have been.

Mr. John Firstbrook and family of
Toronto have taken up quarters at
the Fish Pond for the summer.

100 years ago

Jonr 21, 1853

Not more than one section in 10In
Halton can supply a house for & mar-
ried teacher,

The General Session and County
Court were held In Milton, but due to
the absence of crime there was no
business to be brought forward.

Many juvenlle immigrants are

Cri::i:;l, basebail, lacrosse and

e T ]

croquet are all Indulged In for |

evening entertainment pow.



