Police contract talks break down

by Alex Matheson

Contract

negotiotions between the Halton Police Association and the

Halton Regional Commissioners of Police have broken down with the

officers rej
Both sides agree

department’s civilian employees.
Treasurer of the police associalion Sgi.

Gary Bogue said that the commission is try-

ing to force the officers to accept something

they don’t wan! in order that the civilians be

given something they do want.

. Bogue stressed that they are two separate
contracts. -

One of the main issues for the officers is
the reduction in pay demanded by the
cominission for <constables working as
detectives in the criminal investigation
bureaus.

Currently they have been paid sergeant’s
rales, which |s about $2.200 a year more
than the $31.285 that first class constables

. benefits

jecting the commission’s “'final offer.”
_ that the main issue in dispu
between the coatract for the officers and the contract for the police

te is the interrelationship

get, said Bogue,

He said the commission wants these
Gelectives to accept pay at a rale between
the two. That would mean a loas of sbout
$1,100 per man and it would affect abott 40
constables.

If the commission wants concessions in
this area it must be prepared to give the
back somewhere else added
Bogue.

The number of officers involved accounts
for about riers of the strength of
the CIB unils, he said.

The commission is counteting this refusal
to agree by putting the detectives back in

uniforms to do essentially the same job, he
said.

He said this s being coupled with a
change intitle for the investigator.

Now the public, instead of being told that a
“detective will be around™ are told that “*the
investigating officer will be around,” zaid
Bogue.

The arrival of a police offlicer al a person's
bome i$ how mere conspicuous, added
Bogue. :

For the civilian staff an increase of $1,000
annually can be granted for those making
less than 520,000. Others are bound by a
limit of a five per cent hike, said Bogue.

He added that pay increases have been in
effect since the first of the year.

Bogue said that the commission wants to
Lie the $1,000 increase to civilians with the
officer's contract. "Il is nol bargaining in
good faith if agreemenl on one contract
hinges onanother,' he added.

The commission's final offer was brought
to the membership and rejected by the
majority al a meeling, said Bogue.

g

The entlire jce surface at Alcotl arena was covered with Halton Hills werks equipoent for
the Public Works Week exhibit, which was held from Tuesday antil Friday. More on Page BS.
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S Board of Education’s

lack of communication

The Board of Education’s apparent lack of
communication with a , the altering of
criterion Used to identify gifted children and
the rumour that two consultants could be
dropped in the next couple of years has irked
the Halton Chapter of the Association for
Bright Children (ABC)..

Speaking at a gathering of about 35 people
in Georgetown last Tuesday , ABC
president Liz Wallace sald that there wepe
meany concerns the group had about the
actions of Board of Education.

“We have grave\concerns about the
changing of the criterion,” sald Wallgee,
explaining the Board recently Increased the
1.Q. levels for the gifted program from 130 to
135, “Does this mean 42 children that would
have been gifted are no longer gifted? This
was done very quickly at a most {nap

jate time." -

She went on tosay that she “has it on good
authority” that two gifted consultants are

Coordinator Lorna Scott, stated that the
criterion was altered not to reduce the
number of students, but to equalize oppor-
tunity. -

“We wanted to offer total equal oppor-
tunity to students,' she sald. ;
As of February of this year, there were 700
gifted children enrolled in the ma—~
164 were from Milton and Halton Hills. Oak-
vile had 228 children enrolled while
+ Burlington had the highest number of chil-
dren, 308, in gifted programs. '

Gifted expert says...
Higher marks
nottheissue

"An expert on gifted atudents told about 35
io at Georgetown High School last

y evening that she was “{ed up" with

the competition for marks, which she

belleves is ruining classes,

Dr. Heien Woodliffe, Special Education

- Coordinator for the Borough of Etoblcoke

Board of Education, said the Imporiance of
offering programa for gifted students is pot
to have thern receive better marks, -

“I'm pot interested In getting them better

going to be phesed ot in the next two years.
“Why, when the separate school board has
just hired a consultant, is this Board taking
such B regressive step?" she asked.

“And there has been a breakdown of
communication with tne Board which was
not on the same leve] it was in February,”
she added.

But Heaver, now Superintendent of
Curriculum Services, which includes
Special Education, sald that “if anything,

Gretchen Sankey wilh some of her work.

Gretchen Sankey starts
long climb to top in art

A Speyside area teenager is one of the four
per cent of foreign students accepted into
g:ﬂ prestigious e Island School of

im-l-
Gretchen Sankey, R.R. 4 Acton, will be

studying art In the Providence school, a
coatinuation of her work of the past four
years.

Gretchen has also studied art in England
for part of grade nine and 10 while her
mother Deborah was taking a landscape
architectural course. U her return to

Acton High School, she found she could no

lo&erﬂt Into the regular classroom routine,
and was not challenged enough by the
academic program. She has since been
studying independenlly at Ind EC, an
alternative school in Bramalea.

Gretchen describes Ind EC as a college
type atmosphere, but at the high school

level,

She is now i in Taronto and has her
own art studio. . has fust completed
grade 13, and her marks show ahe will be an
Ontario Scholar, earning an average of 80
per cent or more In her final year.

The Rhode Izland achool was chosen by

Gretchen, she explaina because she wanted
LComedy of errors

Bank robber gets three year sentence

A calamity of errors during an armed
bank hold-up in Campbeilville in March has
led an 18yearold youth to a three year

cDoncugh, R.R. 1, Acion,
guilty recently to armed robbery,
use of & firearm while committing an indict-
ahle offerse and two counts of
& narcotic. All this because he was trying

s balance of the humanitiea {soclology and
philosophy) with fine arts. Rhode Island
provided the balance she was seeking. She
has alresdy been accepted to Brown
University, an affillate of the school of
design, where she will study political
sclence.

American universities are only allowed a
foreign student population of four per cent In
the freshman year, Gretchen says, and she
is excited about being in that small per-
centile. Only two others were selected from
Southern Ontario, she says.

At 19-years-old Gretchen already has dope
& lot of work in pastels and gouache (waler
based tempra), and acrylic paint on paper.
She is just starting on canvas.

Gretchen's work is difficult to define, she
admits. To best describe it, she saya, she
makes physical that which is unintelligible,
such as emolions. She takes universal
emotions, like Joneliness and pleasure, and
puts it on paper. “I want to Jook at
I;l: paintings and feel som in their

m [} ]

Gretchen is fond of German expressionist
and post impressionist work and especiaily
& work by Vincent Van Gogh.

stocking fell from his face, and he ste
on & calendar which had fallen to the '
leaving an imprint of his shoe. Part of the
weaapon also fell off. .

Treleaven continued that after he fled the
scene on & motorcycle, he tossed the rifle
awsy. However, he soon ran out of gas, and
had to take & taxd which dropped him off at
the Rockwood Hotel. :

Already Gretchen has sold some of her

ieces, and currently hes an exhibit in
Elissias&ugn.whm some of her most recent
pleces are on display. Last year she was
commiasioned to do a8 mural in Toronto.

Gretchen is prepared to starve for quite a
while, reallzing it takes a long time to make
a name in the art world. However, she has
already decided she does not want to work
as a commercial arlist in the interim. She
tried it once at Harbourfront working in the
Graphic Arta d ent. She found t
deviated from her deflnition of art, “which

|8 the soul.”

To pay Lhe rent, Gretchen paints houses—
literally. She jokes about the day when her
name will be as well known a5 other artists,
and a few homeowners can say the artist
Sankey did their home.

For the next [our years, Gretchen will be
busy t{aking her course, probably only
making it home at Christmas, In her fourth
year of study, she will be in Paris, France,
or Florence, Italy studying various artists,
She may spend a filth year taking art
education, 80 she can teach. But like
everyone else, she can’t pradict the future.

which acconding (o a psychiatrist's i
he is unwilling to accept. . i
Court learned M is on probation
for & break enter and coaviction from
. 1981, but has never been in jail.
Foarsythe indicated a penitentiary stay is
pretty harsh for a first time incarceration.
Treleaven  told J

communication has improved” gnd that
there were no problems,

“There were Initlal difficulties, but they.

have been overcome,” he said.

Asked about the possibility of the con-
sultants being phased out, he replied that
Earfdmny be a recrganization within the

uﬂ : :

"*A reorganization is certainly being con-
sldered and all the consultants will be looked
at, but no decision has been made at thia
time,” he said, adding anything like that has
to be approved by the Board.

According to Heaver, the altering of the
criterion was not because the Board wanted
to restrict the numbers of children in the
classes, as was suggested by ABC at the
meeting. :

“I realize that was their (ABC's) feeling,
but it was I;;ut ﬂr mnuvalin,“ he asserted.
“It was ¢ d to provide a program for
truly gifted ré‘jﬂlrj.w:n."

He explained that normally, the Ministry
of Education sets the criterion for all “ex-
ceptionalities.' **But the Ministry does not
set out 1.Q. ievels, which 1 might add, are
only part of what is used to choose a child for
lhuupmgrnm. Other information is used as
well." | :

He went on to say that the Board "may
make any deciston it wants.”

“And, after all the controversy, this js one .

where it will set the 1.Q. levels,” he stated.
He added that many parents want their
children in these programs, unlike other
“exceptionalities.” .
Present at the Tuesday meeting,
Special Education and S Services

marks, so that they can get better jobs and

make -more money,” sald Dr. Woodllife,

author of the book Teaching Gifted Lear-
ners.

She was speaking about gifted children to
interested parents and teachers. The even-
ing was sponsored by the Halton Chapter of
the Association for Bright Chlldren (ABC).

Stressing the need to recognize people as
individuals, Dr. Woodliffe stated that gifted
are important to soclety.

"It is important to better our soclety so
that there will be cooperation,” she sald,
adding that the t competition for
marks underlines the [dea “I am better than
You are." ;

She claimed the type of education that can
aid the gifted child to {ree his or her mind &
"Eﬂlml."

“But it also needs teachers who de
emphasize competition in favor of individ-
ual development,” she noted. “"We are at
Orwell’s 1984 and we nead these people to

. help us with the continual change and grow-
ing technology.”

A teacher for 20 years, Dr. Woodliffe cited
& notion of the glfted as being elitist. *There
is always cont concern about elltism
and the general conception remains that Is
too elitist,’” she sald, advising teachers to
not treat the students as superior.

Dr. Woodiiffe summed up the need for
education for the gifted to aid them in
developing sell-concepts; relationships;
;:lll:ilt thelr own level and to keep alive the

y :

“Help them learn (o learn,"” added Dr.
Woodlilfe.
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; Leenard Kay and Liz Wallace answered queni-
bons from (he andience at 3 forarn oa Gifted Children and educstional programs last
Tucsday evening at the Geergetown High School. Prople Irom all over Haltos gathered al
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- Permits up

$1.8 million

rose from $37,000 (n "82 to $3.2 million in *83.




