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Hnthlrrl and

butler George (Chris

Rosenquist) (rom a scene in Dore Lo Degth,

Done to Death was
a masterful‘fraud’’ @

by Gord Murray
If you missed the three night
run of the Acton High School
drama cjub's on of
Done to Death, don't bother
rushing out to get & copy of the
play In the event you heard

about the intriging plol.
Many plays stsnd as fine
pieces of literature as well as
theatre, they're a good read, but

I doubt Fred Charmichael's two .

act mystery-comedy 8 one of
them.

Dene to Death was meant
strictly for the stage I suspect,
it's the actors who grah the aud-
jence and keep them untll the
later stages of the play when the
piiot twists and turns transform
Done to Death into a blg sur-
prise.

The audience must be conned
into believing what they are
seeing is real when it's not, the
AHS actors pulled of the fraud
masterfuily.

Many of the quips and punch
lines wouldn't produce a twitter
il you read them, but actors’
timing, [facial expressions,
inflections, tone of delivery,
etc., turn the most predictable
or corny line into a good belly
laugh.

The premisse of the play is
that a TV studio brings five
famed mystery writers whose
baoks haven't been selling of
late together to collaborale on &
13 w series.

In scene one, the actors dev-
elop their characters, as well as
the charpcters in their books.
They have written in the past
about the tough guy detective,
the . international spy, the
Agatha Christle type mystery,
horror mysteries, et¢c. They are
intensely jealous of each ather’s
past successes, themes and
styles. This jealousy produces a
lot of bickering and the authors
under the guise of collaborating
act out typical scenes, ‘some
quite hillarious, from their
colleagues’ novels,

This collaboration 8 taking
place in front of a TV audience

and then Lhe setting shifts to a

mysterious island wbere the
atithors are to continue their
collaboratlon efforta and wind
up finding themassives confront-
ed by 8 "rentl murder'.

As they try to solve the
murder they perpetrate a fraud
on the audience, telling us that
they are discovering the many
aspecis of murder that they've
fictionalized aren't true [n real
life. For example you don't
move "stlfs” around like they
were toothpicks, dead bodies
are heavy. '

As one by one each author is
mysteriously knocked off, the
writers act out how their tough
guy detective or super spy
charactera of past books would
solve the murder. Invariably
the siuspects urn out mone
menac than they've ever
ima in their books and
their  heros and bence Lheir
creators wind up in peril.

Finally all of the authors are
dead or near death and the plot
twists start,

The murderer is the first vic-
tim. No its his brother.

No actually nobody is dead.
The whale second act has been
mote collpboration.

No, the whole play has been 2

sexy murder victim;
" Lindsay was the object of a mad
_ sclentist's alfectlons;

alcoholic husband and wile
writing teamn «of Jessica and
Whitney Ollve. They were a pair
of soclety types and their high
faluting manners and contrived
“very, very" Englizh accenis
were excellent, though a few of
Joanna's high pitched lines
were lost at the back of the
cafetorium.

Cathi Beecham piayed the
Agatha Christie type old gal
author Midred Z. Maxwell sup-
erbly while Daryl Johnson was
brilliant as ‘the effeminate
creator of horror mysteries and
tuug,h ;uy detective Jack Club,

Benedict, 8 young auth-
or whﬁ achieved success early
and never really overcame
youthful shyness, was por

Total school effort for
The Selfish Giant

A tota] schoel effort was thrown into M. 2.
Beanet Schocl's play The Selfish Gisnt last

Tuesday.
WasS

[t iogether by students

Scenery
from Grades 2, 3, and 4, while senior grades
joined in the cast and production of the

children’s tale.

Main characters included the Selfish
Giant, played by Kim Rhymold, Friendly

Giant, Benjie Atkinson; children played by
Kellough,

Barbera Freuler, Andrew

Rebecca  Bates, Christina  Trotter,

Samantha

Gudgeon, and Chris White.

Flowers in the Glant's garden were
Deanna Wilson and Pat Vince (Rose),

Boanie Lou Morga

Brenda Stuckey (Daisy).

Other members of the cast were Trevar
Marsh, Andy Brouwer, David McCoonnell,
Michae! Hignett, Kenny McConnell, Peter
Brooks, Travis Thibert, Elizabeth Kekic,
Jason Crawford, Teresa Mclelland, Tanys

Spicer and Mikey Mever,

Charlie Bush, Matthew Abbott,
Bradley Hammond, Chris Muir,
Scott Holfe, Julie Robinson, Brian Gibbs,
Ryan Telford Scolt
.Boudreau, Stephen Burt, Bradley Swack-
hamer, Laura Henry, Angle Thibeault,
Derek Murr, Jae Evans, Kelly Auger,
Duane Piper, Ryan Ridley, John Lightle,
Cul]jngham

Thorpe,

-Amy Newman,

JuHian Richmond, Cheryl

A :-,:'.--':1;-'-.'--.-_-

trayed well by Richard Gardin, | §

Even though their funny lines
about drinking and their man-
nerisms were quite predictable
and could have become tedlous,
Scott, Neubacher and Johnsen
were abje te keep the audience
laughing to the end. One of the
[unniest  scenes involved
Jessica and Whitney Olive
acting out a typical tough guy
detective scene with great help
from lovely Stephanie Mildaur,
a supporting cast character
played by Vickie Curlis. The
characterization of Jack Club
was as funny as zoything in

Steve Martin's Dead Men Don't

Wear Plaid.

The set was a strong assetl to
the ction and make-up
excellent, right down to the
greying at -Whitney’s temples.

The supporting cast also con-
tributed stroogly. Scott Nowlan
played TV producer, Jasen
Summers dying a convincing
death, as well a5 caming back lcrr
life as the alleged pe tora
allthedanm;m deerg-:hn De
Jong played tht stage Grip; the
Monster was poertrayed by Paul
Stables; Hesty Ann Koehler was
the not so tnnocent maid, Jane,
Chris Hosenquist waas ‘‘the
butler did it" Gregory; Norm
Hams peared as m

husband George;

Shannnnﬂurﬂnn was a decoy on '

a plane to cover a murder,
Monlka George appeared as &
Susan

Corrie
Denney ' played a sexy
gsecretaryapy. Lisa Sansom
was the only real murder victim
of the night as the box office girl
who set Lhe authors off trying to
soive & real murder at the end,
or was {t a real murder or just
more collaboration. The aud-
jence was never sure.

Directors Suzi Beber and Jan
Penick did 2 masteriul job of
training the cast for months for
a sterling performance.

Following is Lhe list of olher
behind the scene players who
hel make Done o Death

a succesaful show:
Producer—Tom W '
Technical Directo

Stansbury, Paul Stables;

Paul  Stabies: Costizmes
Advisor—Jane Zargwny;
Lighting Advisor—Ruthven
Earle; Stage Manager,
Properties—Blair Lyttle; Asa't
to the Siage Manager—Tiiu
Jago; Prmnlﬂmlng—iﬁm Heaps,

Joan
{:nlu.,
m mm—&tﬂ

Pri.num-m Shun. Lisa
Maria Kril;
struction Crew—Thu Jago,
Joim: Stapabury, Mark Willsie
B D e I

Couriney,
Suget:rﬂ—(:lmhllmtni, Bill
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n and Christie Butler
(Bultercups ), Christine Hess (Violet), Leigh
Anne Yidler and Deanne Blashuk (Pansy),
Becky Casper and Tammy Richard
(Bachelor Button), and Diana Frehs and

Meyer,
Kristen Lee,

igure Skating Club apd Trinity
United Church assisted with the costumes,

Forbes, Himbe.rlejﬁwm Carrie Ferguson,
Kari Tmn' Shannon Fosbury, Moniks
_Gregnry Burt, Heather Kidd,
Crystal Bowes, Terri Hunter, -

Owen Allan, Adam Forrest, Jodi Hunter,

Pun, Tammy-L.
Carroll

Bobbi Thibeault,
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Mark Lockwood, Angie Humidgt, Chr:nt,y
Newman, Jennifer Noseworthy, Eugene
Stuckiess, Heather Woods, Tosha Peterson,
David Fm:ilain_ Emma Cass, Jason Johnst-
on, Ethna Gourlay, Brett Newman, Jason
Barclay-Smith, Trisha
Denny, Ryan Lofthouse, Jason Vidler, Nicl
Haessler, Michelle Manuel, Cheryl Jones,
Kenny Jaffray, B

Jerrard, Lort Swackhamer, Dary) Hiirlulz,r
Jason Hopkins, Morgan
Schick, Danny Mairs, Mathew Smith, David
Blnser, Steven Stuckless, Kim Grace, Jamie
Wieck, Marcus Higgins, Stephanie Calsaie,
Amy Leslie, Kathy Gregy.

Vaughan, Chris

Costumes weie bright and original for the flowers utlhr M.Z.
Bennetl School opercita The Selfish Giant last Tuesday evening.

Parenls and frlends crowded into the gymnasium for Iht' per-
I'nrrr«nncr

A

A packed sudience enjoyed The Sellish Giant ul M.Z. Bennelt School lasi TUH;;IJ- evening.
Students in the sealor grades of the school put on a fine performance. these young girls

portrayed flowers,

“Hullhnw Ginn, Angela Davh and Jen Foster pln:,n! Eﬂuﬂfi"ﬂrﬂ

during the Wednesdoy evening performance of The Swinging Piper
al Hobert Litlle School last week.

Two castsstar
in Swinging Piper

and hours of
preparation paid off with
Robert Little School's produc-
tion of the operetta The Swing-
ing Piper last Wednesday and
Thursday nights.

Two ate casts sang and
acted their way through th.is
musical version of the 030
children’s story The Pl Piper.
adidpted for elementary school
production by Val Cheatham.
The productlon had everything
from costumes, musicians and
chorus to the Buicher, the
Baker and the Candlestick
Maker, played by Jason
Bowers, Wanda Hardy, Troy
Wintera (Wednesday), Nicole
Nibbs, Eileen Thomson, and
Christine Duff (Thursday).

The plot is familiar toall. The
rats, played by Geofl Burton,
Andy Rauwerda, Sean Cole
man, Ricky Wuerch, Gerty
Hulbert, Kim Dawes, Sean
Yamashita, Jason Wegman,
Kish Killingback, Todd
Demane, Blll Dewsbury and
Debbie Patey, are driving the
citizens of Hamelin round the
bend. Town council hires the
Piper, played by Tim Briggs
Wednesday and by Charlotte
Walker Thursday evening, to
get rid of them. The piper plays,
the rais disappear, and al) is
happy and serene until the jig is
up and the piper must be pald.
The Lord Mayor, Richard
Weston and Marty McAfee, and
his council try (o worm out of
the deal. Councillors were
played by Matthew Glon,

Hard work

Amgznda Walton, Angela Davis, -

Christine Jennings, Jen Fmter
and Greg Waller,

Librarlan was Dana
Petrillo (Wednesday) . and
Jimmy  Sale ° (Thursday).
Rebecca Moore and Lorena
Cosimo each had a turn at play-
ing Christina, the Lord Mayor'a
daughter.

Townspeople were played by
Troy Connelly, ¢ Priest-
man, Tracy Nell, Jamie Lowrle,
Mary Beth Dowle, Cindy
Uranick, Karl Anne Hulsman,
and Shawn Galloway on
Wednesday, and by Maureen
MeGlllivray, Bryan Dunn, Terd
Yaroshak, Kari Andrews, Lisa
Richards, Danny Jennings,
Paula de Montmorency, and
Kathy Nellis in the Thursday
cast.

The children were Leanne
Prueter, Sicbhan Collatin,
Jamle  Worthman, Jenny
Kruger, Tracy Toth, Paul West-
away, Nicole Urghart, Cinlly
Eccles, Jesse Owen, Susie Pucz,
Jennilfer Crosby, and Gienn
Bossert.

Alsoin the cast, or helping out
backsiage, were Kim
McCallum, Rose Lowrle, Cathy
Waterhouse, Kerri Smiley, Tina
Qakley, Michae] Tribble, Calhy

Town

" Coquard, Cathy Walerhouse,

Kerri Smiley, Laurie Glliespie
(portraying instruments}; Mike
Shannon, Bell Benulleu, Panl
Glass, Sean Warren, Michael
Whaskalik, Chrissy Poulsen,
Dale Pntenaude and Chris

Ginn, Dian Buwg and Diana
Thomson with costumes, and
Lynda Nellis and Denise
Sargen! doing make-up.

mn-ummmmumm:mlm ]
sesal b groeied by seciely “sid chap” Whiteey Ollve (Reman mm...._.._ e et . : :
Neshacher TI1) whe s bolding his ever presenl glass of beeve.. loanit children wmplﬂdlh“rﬂ:kﬂnmnlﬂaﬂmﬂ:nthue uhkhmrhﬂln

~ Jesshea Olive (Joanns Scett) Is [a he bachgreand.
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Town Fathers were very pleased when the Swinging Piper got rid of the rats In the cliy of
flamlin, durlng ithe Fllj the Swinging Piper last week at Robert Little School,
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stage

great
shows

H.ichnrd H'ﬂlan (lefi) as the Lord Mayor nl’ llnmlin chats with the
librarian, played by Pana Petrillo, durlng the Wednesday evenlng
performance of the Swinging Piper 2t Hobert Little School 1ast week.

_, Candleslick maker Trn;r Winters, Haker Wanda Hardy and Buicher

Educatien Week celebration.




