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Drug problem?—keep kids at home, Marks says

The director of the Haltom Addiction
Research Foundation ( ARF ) maintaies it is
important lo keep young people in their own
homes l?dm:puad to the family rﬂ:
system i are experimenting or
dicted to snd alcohol.

"“There's a better chance of them coming
around and adopting family values than f
they [eave bome, director Peter Marks told
sbout 25 and teachers in an informal
talk on Your Child and Drugs st Stewart-
. town school Jast Wednesday evening &3 part
of Educatlion Week. His talk was part of a
family life seminar which broke up inlo

three discussion under Dan Dalton,
Robert Pecora Eric Balkind af-
lerwards.

Marks said he would make an exception
about keeping young people on drugs in the
home when there is physical abuse in-
volved—either to other members of the
family, or to themselves.

The other oplion is to make themn wards of
the Children’s Aid Society and placed in a
group home, Often, when this is explained to
them, “it is amazing how the kid will come
around

Marks said his experience has shown il is
important for parents Lo set limits and et
the kids know what expectationa you have of
them. He maintaiped it would develop
mutual respect and de much to help dicey
situations.

He outlined situations which could develop

in three types of homes where the {amily
environment diflers, including *‘spoil a kid™”
home, the authoritarian home and per-
fectionist homes.

Marks maintains the family environment
is set by the parent with the most power, not
necessarily the shouter, butl sometimes by
the wife who cries a Jot. He calls it "“water

He maintained that parents who do every-
thing, pamper their kids and pick up after
them are a groat disservice to their
children. *‘Pampered kids are vulnerahle to
alcohol and drugs,'” he maintains. When
they aren't exposed to emotional knocks
they turn to drugs and aleohod.

Marks mainlains that 18 and 17-year-olds
should be contributing to the home by doing
the shopping, the cleaning and other chores.
“If they aren't then you are in trouble,'” he
toid Lhe parenis.

The authoritarian family where the “'lerd
and master’ lays down the laws and make a
lot of decisions for children is also
destructive, Parents think they are effective
because the kids respond when they are in
the presence of the lord (about 2 per cent of
the time). But when he or she is not there,
the kids do all kinds of things.

The authoritarian family is a difficult
environment for a family counsellor to work
with, Marks said, noting many parents
contend they inherited the tendency (rom
their parents. Changing behavior is next to

Haiton ARF direcior Peter Marks

impoasible, they imagine. Although they
may be sincere they drive a lot of kids out of
the home, he said. When the kids are faced
wilh big decisions such as taking drugs they
lzke the easy way out.

Marks maintained kids should make
many of their own decisions in the home and
then have to live with the cons nees.

“When they fail make it painful for
them,” he advised, “make them live with

Tht mmm-hutmm
are 30 high there can never be any s&if-
fulfillment was his next target. Usually the
?ammmmammhmmpumﬂm
ecls everyone must be perfect. As a result,
be notes Lhere are serious drug problems
with youngsters who come from such
homes. For instance, Marks related, there
are serious drug peoblems with Ontario

Scholars.

Many succeasful people in business and
the profeasions live miserable lives, he
contended, because they come from homes
where perfection is demanded. They often

turn to drugs for relief, apd many seek

counselling.
Marks advised parents not to be alrald to
pay $400-$500 {0 take about 15 sessions with a

good counsellor. He reminded them they
would be investing in their own lives, “and
we only pass this way once."

The speaker outlined ten rules {or people
to follow 50 they could lead fulfilling lives,
including the admonition that the key to a
better future lies with themselves. He ad-
vised them to stop complaining and develop
an above average smile, hearty handshake
and other nal attributes. lu an analogy
he said kids should learn how to handle the
winters in life, take advantage of the spring,
take care of the crops all summer by
climinating weeds and recap in the fall.

®ids, he said, should experience the

of not sowing seeds for their
fature noting that, “What you don’t use you
]:I [ §] I

"It's the way drugs work,” he main
tained,” supplying a crutch to get people
through life.” The emotional side of the
brain, unused, never lets the person have a
natiral high.

Many 19 and 20-yearalds, the speaker
said are emotionally only 11-12 years of age
because the use of drugs has dulled natural

highs.

Marks gave some startling siatistics
about Lhe use of drugs, noting their presence
was being felt in the elementary schools
now. Availability of drugs, including alcobol
and tobacco is increasing, users fall into
four levels: experimentation, recreational,
coping and dependent.

He noted students with part time jobs use
more marijuana and hashish than those
without jobs, because they have more
maney to buy them. It is also difficult to
detect symploms of drug use when used only
occasionally such as Lhree or four times a
week. A parent could go for years and never
know his children were drug users, he said.

When parents find out their kids are
taking drugs, he suggested they get help
from the guidance teacher and those the
Contact Cenire in Georgetown would advise
on.
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Million dollar road
Work has begun on the 72 k.m., 31.3 million reconstruction on lighway 25 from
llalton Road 3 (o just morth of Speyside. The reconsiructien job goes to Armbro

Materials and Constriction of Bramplon and will be completed early this fall.
Included in the work |s o special truck climbing lane.

t pheto by Murray Hosin)

Fisher to challenge
conflict legislation

The new provincial conflict of interest
legisiation could sooa be put (o the test of the
courts, if Halton Board of Education vice
chairperson Beily Fisher has her way.

Bill 14, recently passed in the [egislature
SaYs & person who is married to a teacher on
the same bosrd, or another board, or is a
tescher himseif / herself on another hoard,
bas a conflict of interest.

With the Halton Board, of the 20 trustees,

cher’'s Federation, a parent organization to
the smaller groups in which the local
temchers belong.

The province, Fisher says, huytua-hm
a trusiee voles on salary thoos. in
Halton, itcanhaveaw ect in Peel.
She admitted that if it we: provincial
bargaining she could see the conflict,
however, each board has its own
ing, and she feels “that’s & different of
r ‘lt

If an elected official is on a
conflict of interest and Is { gailty,
Fiaher lold this newspaper, that

mimst vacate his or her seat A
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Council to probe reform with

assessment commissioner

Halton Hills councillors are hoping to
meet later this month with the sssessment
comimissioner for this area to learn more
about property tax assessment reform
through Section 63 of the Assessment Act
(formerly Section 88).

Councillor Ross Knechtel revealed this
development in the current review of this
contentlous issue at last Wednesday's Acton
councillors’ drop-in.

Differences in taxes and assessments
between Acton and Georgetown were ralsed
at drop-in by two Aclon residents who alsc
own commercial property.

Because of the sensitive nalure of assess.
ment informatlon, the provincial official
wnnt likely agree to meet wilth counciliors

,council, 30 the session will be held
closed doots.”

i h':-umm or behlnd

Before Halton Hills was born essessments
were substantially different in  Acton,
Georgetown and Esquesing, Knechtel ex-
plained, because assessment had been done
at different times. When Halton Hills was
barn the province didn't bring in a new
Taown-wide assesament. Later Queen's Park
took over responsibiity for assessment from
municipalities and aimed to base asgess.
ments in the futue on “"market value.” How-
ever, the province then backed off on the
notion for political reasons,

However, they left it up to municipalities
toim plimmt & form of market value asseas.
ment, which Knechtel calls equalized
assessment, h}r applying for reassesament
through Section 63,

Previously Halton Hills council by narrow
vote margins has rejected reassessment or
reform: through Section Bé.

When the issue came to a vote in 1981
Counciilors Knechtel, Dave Whiting, Harry
Levy and Marllyn Serjeantson supported
reassessment, 8s well as former councillors
Terry Grubbe and Walter Biehn. However,
Mayor Peter Pomeroy, Counclllors Russ
Miller, Mike Armatrong and John McDonald
and former councillors Roy Booth and
George Maltby all voted opposed. Counclllor
Pam Sheldon was absent for the vote.

Earller this year a consultant appeared at
Halton Hills council disclosing that taxes on
industrial, commercial and residential
properties in Acton are 25 per cent higher
than in Georgetown. However, Knechtel
disputes there Is a disparity between
residential taxes in Georgetown and Acton.

™ Aﬂulﬁu Georgetown ™

though he acknowledges the consultant is
correct about the for industrie!-
commerclal property. The consultant
prepared his report for Heller's. .

At that meeting council declded to review
the reassessment issue again, and part of
the process was for Knechtel to work with
Treasurer Ray King updating the cld report.

Wednesdey Knechtel explained there are
two problems with assessments in Halton
Hills. Firstly homes, businezses and plants
built after 1972 have been assessed by the

rovince using the new system, based
argely on market value, However
properties assessed before 1972 still have
assessments in effect based on the old
system. Complicated equalization factors
are applied to the resldeptial mill ratea for
and Esquesing to
compensate. for the differences in assess-
ments in Halton Hills. For example resi-
dentlal assessments are 25 per cent lower in
Acton than Georgetown but the mill rate s
2 per cent higher in Acton, so taxes work
out equally in the two urban areas for
similar properties, Knechtel explained.

But for Industrial-commercial property it
appears assessments are about equal in
Acton and Georgetown so with the equallza-
tion [actors and 25 per cent higher taxes are
26 per cent higher In Acton than George-
town.

Hallf of Ontarlo’'s municipalities have
uipted for reform through Section 88 or Sec-
tion &3.

The assessment situation in Halten Hills is
a "‘gross injustice'’ to owners of property
assessed after 1972 as well as owners of
industrial-commercial property, Knechtel
declared.

Through the normat assessment appeal
process people must demonsirate ir
assessment is unfair cﬂmpnred to neigh-
boring properties, they c¢an't compare
Georgetown with Acton. That's a problem
with the "‘stupid” Assessment Act, he said,

Knechtel sald it can eastly be argued that
Halton Hills council shouldn't have to solve
Lhe problem created by Queen's Park.

it Is a very poltical issue Whiting said,
Councillors keep In mind that a third of
asseszsments will go down alter Section 63,
but those voters will simply feel they have
been paylng too much for too long. Another
third of taxpayers will see their taxes go up,
and they won't be happy with council. The

~ is that it resulls in Joss of municipal

last third will see no change in their taxes,
so they won't care. While reassessment is
the fair thing to do, it hasn't carried because
it isn't “politically astute.”

The present situation iz “'grossly unfair”
Knechtel sald, adding he has heard many
complaints about the problem from not only
Acton but Esquesing residents as well.

It is argued that reassessment will hurt
senior citizens who own older homes, but
that isn't true, Knechiel said. He noted while
their assessment will go up and thus thelr
taxes, seniors will then just recelve a bigger
grant from Queen's Park to cover thelr

roperty taxes, He felt seniors don't want Lo
treated differently, they want to pay what
their property is worth,

Reasseasmenl was done in cities like
London, Cambridge asnd Kitchener and
whiie there were some complaints, It didn't
cause a blig problemn, Knechtel noted.

Another argument against reassessment
ASSEAE-
ment, but any loss I3 because with a new
aystem people ask more questions and there
are more appeals, Whiting sajd.

The last time council voted on this jasue
they weren't aware of the problem with
industrial-commercial property, and thal
may make a difference in the next vote,
Knechtel said.

He said there i3 “hope’’ council will opt for
reassessment, adding people who want Sec-
tion 63 npproved should knep “their fingers
crossed”’ because [t will mfut to a vole
before the end of this year and he expects &
close vole again.

One of the things holding some councillors
back on this {ssue {s the province doean't
provide enough information, such as a st of
old assessmenta r.nmpared with assess-

" ments after Section 83 is approved. Some

councillors won't support the measure

becsuse they don't know what will happen.

The residents at drop-in said since Halton
Hills is supposed to be one Town there
shouldn't be a disparity between Acton and
Georgetown taxes. Reglonal government
was supposed to eliminate disparities.

This .dlzpnril}r i8 a big tactor in the [ack of
industrial development in Acton. There i

“little industrial und left In Georgetown so it

would be in Healton Hills' best interests to
solve the problem so flrms could be at-
trnctedtnﬁﬂan As things stand pow indus-
trial taxes are too high in Acton.
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~ The Vikings have landed

Eric the Red, Lief the Locky apd etber Vikings were st hand o cele-  donned ciaborate costumes (o represent the Vikings in Limehouse
braie 23 Campda’s first Enrepesn visiiors, Grades 4 and § stndents  Schenl’s musical presestation of Caandlan muliicnituralism,




