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The death of Garnet (Pat)
McKenzie on Sunday after a
long debilitating illness end-
ed the career of a man who
dedicated his life to this
community and in its ser-
vice. These are trite words.
They can never express the
depth or the sincerity of a
man who ever had the best
interests of Acion and its
residents at heart.

He had a long, fruitfud
career as principal of the
Robert Little school. He
saw thousands of students
pass through the portals of
and pursue careers which

We've lost a friend

he helped fashion. The
school bore his
stamp—strict, fair with

high academic standards. It
was only fitting that when a
middle school was deemed
‘necessary they should
name it after him and a
fellow principal, Elmer
Smith, now deceased.

One can’'t think of Pat
McKenzie without immed-
iately remembering his role
in the Acton Y’s Men's Club,
He rose from president of
the local club in 1951-52 to
become international presi-
dent in 1963-64. He made a
host of friends around the
globe both for himself and
- wife Mary, and for the
Town of Acton, with his
gregarious and affectionate
love of clean fun and organ-
izational abilities.

His career on Acton and
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later Halten Hills councii
was often the centre of
controversy, He took a
strong stand on the issues
he believed in and put his
heart and soul into them to
see they worked.

Although he had a hear-
ing impairment he was a
man of boundless energy,
constantly on the move. Pat
McKenzie was stricken with
a disease that slowed him
down physically and even-
tually forced hospitalization
but even there he reaced out
and made the public aware
of the disease, organizing
those who suffered from it.

We'll remember him by the
many memorials he left in
the form of public works but
this writer will always think
of him with his cowboy hat
on, smiling and stretching
out a hand of welcome to
everyone, no matter the
race, color or creed.—H.C.

Easter |
A greatbellringing!

. Someone has written that
Easter is like a bell ringing,
sounding notes of renewal,

joy and hope.
For the Christian the
world cenires around

Easter and the Resurrec-
tion, the conviction that
Jesus was the visible
expression of God and the
grave could not hold him.

This is Holy Week, the
seven days set aside to
commemorate the impor-
tant events of the Christian
faith. It began on Palm Sun-
day when Jesus was
greeted with loud hosannas
as he rode into Jerusalem
on a donkey while the pop-
ulace waved palm branches
in homage.

Good Friday-—the term is
a corruption of God’s
Friday—marks the moment
in history when Jesus was
betrayed, tried, convicted
and then crucified on
Golgotha; it seemd like the
end for Goodness.

Coles’slaw

The Thorn Bird

by Hartley Coles
Mana ging Editer

Has The Thorn Birds affected

your life? It has mine,

My wife and I drove to Michigan

- Good Friday reminds us
that there is often a period
of suffering, that every
Easter in our lives is usual-
ly preceded by a Good: Fri-
day. |

Easter, the crowning pin-
nacle of faith, arrives on
Sunday. Jesus’ disciples ar-
rived at the tomb only to
discover it was empty. He
had risen. |

Paul of Tarsus, the unbel-
iever, persecuted those who
believed this blasphemy. A
later St. Paul saw differ-
ently. He tells us that with-
out resurrection the faith of
Christians would be in
vain. -

Such belief is not easy in
1983, nor was it then. The
media inundates us with
disasters, we specialize in
the non-hero, the sick joke,
the cynical judgment. And
yet a firm belief in Easter
and all it represents could
make a change in us and
our world.

reached Cambridge

Galt and

NO I DIDN'T PUT
THEM THERE EITHER/

o

ligﬁ*ny 402 has
up traffic it still takes the
part of an hour and 15 minutes

to reach London. By the time we

on 401 it wﬂ:
.m. We stopped (o eat while

Erpuwdlr coosulied her watch.

Just after 7 p.m. we hastily left
R skl e

. a traditional

From the editor's des

Expos all the way in ‘83

by Gord Murray
Free Pressedlior

Half the fun of going to baseball
spring training was writing about
it afterwards. And now I'm going
to have some more fun, I'm going
lo give my fearless predictions
about the outcome of the looming
seasaon.

Of course seeing 13 teams in 10
games hardly gives me what one
could describe as a bread picture
of the major league scene, | didn't

even see all the teams working out |

in Florida, let alone the six clubs in
the Cactus League.

But, since the end of last season
1I've read everything 1 could about
personnel changes clubs have
made and spent a lot of time In
Florida reviewing rosters as well

- 68 club previews. :

So, here goes.

It'H be the Expos from the
National League in the World
Series this year.

National ' League East—-lﬂt.

Expos, 2nd Cardinals, 3rd Pirates,
ith Phillies, 5th Mets, 6th Cuba.
National League West~1st Dod-
gers, 2nd Braves, Jrd Padres, 4th
Glants, 5th Reds, 6th Astros.
Now, before | get to the reasons
for these predictions, F'll just leave
mysell an escape clause for the

- [inishers I have wrong. My ic-

tions are based sirictly on what the
teams show on paper. Injurles,
lrades and most particularily key
performers nolt playing up to
scratch or unknowns coming out of
nawhere to play key roles will give
these predictions the flush.

" The National League east race |

will feature just two teams the
Expos and Cardinals. The Expos
have four guys who not only hit
well, but with power, namely Gary
Carter, Andre Dawson, Al Oliver
amnd Tim Wallach. This club will
also boast speed and hitting in Tim
Raines and adequate bats in Chris
Spier, Terry Francona or Warren
Cromartie and Doug Flynn. Bench
sirength i{s there In guys like
Cromartie, Tim Blackwell, Jerry.
White and Bryn Little. The jnfield

7.45. Almaost 15 minutes to spare.

Lot of time, I muttered as we
hastily unloaded the buggy, un-
locked the door and transported
luggage into Lhe house. Not at all,
she said. “i want to be all un-
packed and settled before it
atarts,”” she said, giving no
quarier,

And she was, At 8 p.m., com-
fortably ensconced in her favorite
viewing spot with no bars (o
pleasure.

At this juncture the phone rang .
It was someone reminding me |
had arranged a meeting that night.
1 went out while the Thorn Birds
{lew over from Australla and took
over the house for the night. But
the producers weren't satisfied.
The series keeps going again
Monday, Tuesday and Wedmﬂr
evenings, all evenings i'm up
with this job. So | just see snatchen

of this TV epic.

be d:np.mﬁn chlndbuy't
Bo * (o on ol B
VCR and tape the episodes a0 you
ﬁnn‘tmh:nr," they sald. But I'm

other things U'd rather see than The

. There's lots of

defence wlll be sharper with Flynn
on hand (rom the start and the out-
{ield defence will benefit if Raines,
Dawson and Francona can be kept
together out there all year long,

As for Montreal’s pitching, it
may not seem that great, but it’s
certalnly stronger than the rest of
the division. They have one gresat
pitcher, Steve Rogers, and three
other capable starters in Bill
Gullickson, Scott Sanderson and
Charlie Lea. Ray Burris, Randy
Lerch and Dan Schatreder can fill
the role of fifth starter and middle
reliever, Jeff Reardon is a superb
reliever and hopefully Woody
Fryman has a good year left in his
aging arm.

Cardinals have hitting and speed
but they're weak on the mound
outside of the bull where Jim
Kalt and Bruce Sutter operate.
Guys like George Henrlck, Keith
Hernandez, Willie McGee, Lonnie
Smith, Tom Herr and Darryl Pot-
ter will hit for reasonable average,
but they offer little power. Starting
pitching outside of Joaquin
Andugar is iffy, but helped greatly
by strong defence, especially Ozzie
Smith at shortsiop. Their speed is
tremendous, but they won't steal
another title.

Pirates have hitting, especlally if
Dave Parker rebounds, but they
lost speed in Omar Moreno. Jason
Thompson supplies power and Bill
Madlock hits well, but they don't
have an order like the Expos. A
fine young catcher, Tony Pena, is
handling &8 poor mound staff, no
memorable starters besides John
Candelarla and not much in the
bullpen beyond Kent Tukulve.

Phillies are very old, Pete Hose,
Tony Perez, and Joe Morgan will
make them regspectable at the
plate, but if their old bones break

- this club will be in real trouble. Bo

Diaz behind the plate has an old
itching stall to work with and no-
y on the mound outside of Steve
Carleton is going to worry any-
body. Garry Matthews, Gary
Maddox and Mike Schmidt can hit
well, but they too are getting older
and may start to {ade.

Thorn Birds. Besides | feel the tube
has taken us over too much
already, I'm on the side of those
who want to be released from the

. bondage of that shimmering 24

inches of screen, to enjoy other
pursuits.

I know I'm in the minerity but to
me most of the ms are not
worth walching. let along relaxing
with. Instead of transporting me
inte realms of pleasure, they afflict
me wilh indignation. It annoys me

that I'm so unmeotivated as to ait -

there rivelted to the screen.

After gll, [ could be tearing the
;;Fernlfuthudrmnwﬂhumy
e has suggested for the Iast six
months. Or even cleaning out the

A rebound by George Foster
would help the Mets escape the
basement, especially if Tom Sea-
ver and Mike Torrez can pitch any-
where near old form. They don't
have much pilching and the de-
fence i3 no great shakes either,
Mets also aren’'t a young club.
Dave Kingman can supply power
but ne other hitting and there {sn't

.much long ball behind him if

Fosler doesn’t regain form.

Cubs have some hlitting, Bill
Buckner and Leon Durham, ale
with new third sacker Ron Cey.
their pitching is awful after ancient
Ferguson Jenkins and they have
just too many bad spots in the
lineup to escape the cellar unless
Mets are even worse.

will miss Cey, Steve
Garvey and reliever Terry For-
ster, but #s usual thelr farm
system is churning out hot
proapects. * Possible
trouble, defensive problems at the
inflleld corners and the lack of a
first string .catcher is all that will
keep the western race close. They
have fine hitting in Steve Sax, Bil
Russzell, - Ken Landreaux, power

from Pedro Guerrerc and Dusty

Baker and a llttle speed. Their
pitching with Fernande Valen-
zuela, Jerry Reus, Burt Hotton,
Bob Welch, Steve Howe and maybe
Pat Zachry i3 about the best
around.

Braves have no pitching besides
Phil Niekro, though free agent
Foster joining Gene Garber in the
‘bullpen will help. However, they'd

tremendous hitting from the

"whole order e':recinllf sluggers

Dale Murphy and Bob Horner, like

they got last year to repeat and-

ghtning doesn’t often strike twice,

Padres are a young and upward
moving club, they'll conténd with
Dlck Willlams managing. But to
win they'd need thelr young stars
o progress gs much as they did
last year, particularily the pit-
chers, and it won't likely happen
again. Garvey will give them
needed stability and sauvy, but he
can't take a team which doesn’t

(Continued on Page 12}

s afflict me like the afternoon soaps

probably won't be able to discuss
The Thorn Birds intelligently with
anyone, even though | read the
book because I'll only see snatches
of It. I'm not concerned. To me it
has all the appeal of one of those
afternoon soaps, outside of the
scenes where there's some real
adventure in them in the Aus
tralian Outhack.

['m probably like most men
who've walched their wives take
over the TV for this and cther
similar epics. I'd just as soonseea

~ good hockey game even though you

have lo hwist a jot of dials to get one
of those these days.

However, we may get our own
back. The NHL playolis siart next
week and | can slready hear the

]
]
:
:
3

When that forget about
the f musty cellar,
the soaps and concentratle
an the ha that make the

bullpen

March 28,1972

Steve and Keith Porty are cred-
ited with the rescue of three young
boys from Beaver Meadow swamp.
The children, all aged eight, were
playing on the ice of the swamp

. when the ice gave way, dumping

them waist deep In water. One
esch and went to the Porty
residence on Hwy. 25 ta seek help.
Gregg, a resi-
dent, returned from a "flying
safari’” to Africa this week.
Acton Rotary Club celebrated lis
sllver anniversary with a dianer at
the Leglon Hall, attended by 140
people. Charter members in atten-
dacne included Alf Long, Les
McSwain, Pat Clemons, Rev, Lt.
Cal. John M. Anderson, Frank
Oakes, Wesley Beatty and Fred

Wright.
20 years ago

Mauarch 2B, 1983
Acton's 1963 budget eshows a mill
rate hike of eight mills, the highest
increase in the history of the town,
The rate was -established by
Acton's finance chairman, J. Bert
Wood, at a special council meeting

Wednesday. Town budget is set at ..

$581,000.

Les Duby has been chosen lo
serve as mayol for the remainder
of the 1983 ferm. The position
became vacant alter the resigna-
tion of George Barbeau jast week,

Tony Hurst, a [3-year-old Robert

“Little School student, has topped

the local public s ng finals,
winning the B.D. Rachlin trophy.

50 years ago

March 30, 1933
Miss Leurs Reid was elected

president of the Baptist Young .

People's group for the upcoming
year, Vice-president ia Mr. Stanley
Cripps and secretary-treasurer

Mr, Charles Landsborough, - .’

The Midget  Hockey League
culminated its season’'s actlvities
last week with a banquel and social
evening at the Leglon Club Rooms.
Chairman for the evenlng was Mr.
B. Bayliss. League winners, Barr's

Parkview, received the Patterson”

Trophy presented by Reeve E.T.
Thetford. Harvey Hassard played
piana to accompany community
signing.

General warning has been Lasued
to merchants and citlzens lo waich
{or counterfeil coins rumored to be
circulating in the area.

William John Stuckey, & cabinet
maker and woodcarver whose
works grace several churches in
Acton and Grand Valley, has dled
at his Willow 5t. home at the age of
8.

75 years ago

. March 26, 1904

Postmaster and Mrs. Matthews
completed half a century of
wedded life together. They have
been prominent among the fore-
most citizens of Acton. When he
was a lad of nine his father moved
to Acton, the [amilles of the
Nicklins, _
coming from Pilkington near Elora
at the same time. He went lo clerk
in the store and post offlce of his
uncle, the lale Robert Swan, who
was Acton's lirst postmaster. Mr.
Matthews has been postmaster for
5] years.

The millinery openings
progress this week. The ladies of

Acton and vicinity will revel in.

viewing and admiring the pretly
new crealion of spring hats and
bonnets.

Knox Young People held a very .
orchestra

enjoyable social. The

played. Among the musical
numbers were quartettes sung by
Misses Mabel Chapamn, Bessie
Husband, 1da Graham and Gertie
Johnstone.

100 years ago
A meeting of citizens and far-
mers was held to take into con-

‘gideration the feasibility of the

erection of a roller flour' mill In

- Acton,

George Pope, B years of age,
who has for some Ume been &

to work and has had to seek asylum
in the Contry Jaill, having no means
of support, has died.
Ttwnpmlr?mm‘jmmthn
npew town hall Thursday was atten-
ded by between 300 and 400 per-

-sons. Thete were many visiiors

present and the unlversal opinion
respecting the new hall was that it
was second (0 none in the province
as far as beauty and acoustic
properties were concemed. The
concert company disa the
audience. Tho ball at the close of
the concert was, &9 far as atten-
dance and receipts are concerned,

a conpumnmate fallwe. =

St. Joim's fine paw clwrch in

Rockwood will be i the
fall. 1t is one of the coimtry
churches we have ever somm. -

Lasbys and Moores

are in

.
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