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Put up or shut up

Last year when the board
of education announced
there. would be a hefty tax
increase to keep the school
systemn operating a wave of
shock spread across the
region.

This year when the board
announced they would be
able to keep their budget to
an almost acceplable 7.6
per cent increase some
parents are demanding the
Pupil-Teacher Ratio (PTR)
be lowered, even if taxes
are higher,

The demand is being fuel-
ed by the elementary
teachers who have been
working without a contract
since September because
they want the PTR of 20.4
students per teacher
lowered. A salary settle-
ment has been reached but
the PTR still stands as the
major issue in a settlement.

The board says the PTR
has already been lowered
between 1977 and 1982 as
enrolment in elementary
classes across the region
declined by 10 per cent
while the corresponding
number of teachers fell by
only one per cent.

The teachers say they wiil
not allow school children to

become pawns in the strug-
gle between buardﬂaland

gogues noting ton
Esqathe highest or one of the
highest PTRs in Ontario.
Figures show Halton should
have 1,250 teachers for
elementary classes across
the region but when every-
aone is taken into account
(principals, consultants,
etc.} it leaves only 856 tea-
chers for classroom work in

the region.

Too few,
teachers.

However, in a view of
escalating tax demands for
education in Halton, and the
recession, it is obvious we
cannot have it both ways.
We must either knuckle
under and pay extra ‘for

say the

more teacners, or put our

collective feet down and
say, look, our taxes for
education are too high now.

If we must have a lower
PTR we would suggest the
teachers come up with a
workable formula which
would not increase the tax
bill and lower the PTR at
the sametime.

If they can't do this then
we would further suggest
they shut up and settle.

Neighborhood Watch

This past week there
were siX break and enters
in Acton as well as an
attempted burglary.
Considerable amounts of
cash and possessions, such
as jewelry were stolen.
Also last week there were
several cases of vandal-
ism to private property,
such as cars. ‘

There's nothing partic-
ularly new and earthshat-
tering about this news.
They're just more in the
endless stream of reports
this paper carries about
break-ins and vandalism
in our quiet little town.

However, this week’s
crime reports do carry a
bit more meaning than
usual because today's
Free Press also carries
lengthy coverage about ef-
forts to bring a new crime
preyention program,
Neighborhood Watch, to
town.

Since the program was
first announced earlier
this month there has been
some interest in it from
Lakeview, Glenlea, Bovis,
and the Peel St. areas of
town. In all, counting both
the people who initiated
the effort to launch
Neighborhood Watch here
and the citizens who have
responded, maybe a dozen
people are now looking at

this program as a way to

reduce crime in Acton.

That seems almost
unbelievabie. One would
expect every homeowner
and merchant who has
been victimized by a
break-in or vandalism
would have called the
police, Councillor Rick
Bonette or Pat Little of the
Acton Sccial Services and
Information Centre about
Neighborhood Watch.

Neighborhood Watch
does work. It helped
reduce crime in Halton 5.3
per cent in 1982, It's
operating successfully in
Burlington and Oakville
and now taking offi in
Milton too. :

Some will think they
can’'t be the victim of
vandalism of a burglary.
Hundreds of other
residents can prove them
wWrong.

Even if you're not overly
concerned about this pro-
blem or shy about getting
involved in setting up a

Neighborhood Watch in .

your area, go to the meet-
ing for Lakeview planned

. for next month and take

the National Crime Test
and view the home securi-
ty presentation by the
police.

You may just find out
how much your street
needs Neighborhood
Watch and become quite
passionate about the
program. G.M.

Qur readers write

Praise the Rockwood
volunteer firefighters

Dear 5ir:
On Sunday, March 13 at about 1
.m. the Rockwood Vohmicer
ire Department recelved an
emergency call to the Eramosa
Towmship hambet of Barrie Hill,

As & resuit of a two car scci-
dent, ooe of the injured drivers
was trapped inside her demoli-
shed sutamobile. Despite the
efforts of the Ontaric Provincial
Police and the team from the
ambulance, the driver could not
be released.

This writer obeerved the arri-
val of, and the efforts of the
members of the Rockwood
Volunteer Fire Department to

remave Lhe driver.
m"ﬂ:ymmmhm

Fire Department a short time
ago, they were able Lo remaove the
injured driver with a minimum of
delay. Following her removal
from the car she was laken by
ambulance to 8 Guelph hospital.

What was impressive was Lhe
well organized and professional
manner in which they handled a
difficult and dangeros nituation.

Those members of the Rock-
wood Volunteer Fire ent
who {o this emergency
ﬂﬁdwmmmnﬂiﬂﬂ_

From your {ellow residents in
Ersmosa Township, congratula-
tions—We're of you!

John Clark
RR 5 Rockwood
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From the editor's des

Baseball —great spring tonic

by Gord Murray
Free Press edifor

In spring a young man's
thoughts turn te. .. baseball!!!

At least mine did for the past
two weeks.

I've just returned from touring
six baseball camps in five
Florida cities and taking in 10
games involving 13 teams.

I'd long planned this trip and (t
turned out to be just as much fun
as I'd always imagined, though it
would have been better if the
sunny souith had been a little
more sunny and a little Jess
damp. All and all though.l was
pretty lucky, I only lost one inn-
ing of ball to the showers.

I plan to write a couple of
columns about the teams [ saw
and the prospects for the rapidly
approaching season, combining
my own obhservations with every-
thing I gleaned from pouring over
four ball magazines and the dally
papers in Florida which cover the
camps like a blanket.

This week though I'm just go-
Ing to deal with general impress-
ions of spring training and some
highlights ‘of camp and Grape-.
fruit League activities,

First off, it's a myth that all
you see 'in the early stages of
spring training are the reserves,
rookies, and no-name fringe pl-
ayers.

It's true in the first two weeks

-you see a lot of guys you won't
hear about in April, may never
see or hear about again.

But the stars are out too, as
well a3 most of the regulars and
the rising stars of the grand old
game of summer,

In the first week I saw starters
for three or four innings and by
the second week most clubs were
letting their regulars perform at
least five or six frames.

I visited Sarasota (White Sox),
Vero Beach (Dodgers), Cocoa
Beach {Astros), Fort Lauderdale
{Yankees) and West Palm Beach
{(Braves and Expos). Besides
seeing the home teams I also
caught a number of visitors
whose camps will have to wait
unti! next spring's Journey,;
Hensas City, Detroit, St. Louis,
Minnesota, Boston, Baltimore,
and Texas. Save the Rangers,
Ilouston and Twins they all look
like contenders, though the
Expoa, White Sox, Yankees,
Orioles and Dodgers appear the
moat promising.

And as | said I saw the top
names these clubs boast. 1 saw
Carlton Fisk catch, and Floyd
Bannister (this year's big free
agent catch) LaMarr Hoyt, Jack
Morris and Vida Bilue {old and
tired) - pitch while he was in
Sarssote for two games. [ also
saw guys llke Willie Wilson (last
year's American League batting
champ) hit and run, George
Brett, Ron LeFlore, Harold
Baines, Lance Parrish, Kirk Gib-
son, Greg Luzinski, Frank White,
Hal McRae, Alan Trammell, Lou
Whitaker and Larry Herndon.

Payne Park, winter home of
the White Sox (or Uhe past 14 sea-
sons is a real incentive to lop per-
{mm. It's an n-ld&“
ight f-een structure that
Fiaes peiha o8 ik 31 Hom
league guys li
ton have bemoaned in books. One
look at the place should be an
lmsintim to work hard to make
a cloh.

L.A's complex

;:tnu tha state In Vero Bﬂ;ﬂh
the opposite. Numerous well-
kept pinying fiekis surround Hol-
man stadium. There's abvo & golf

course and o luxurious looking
houstng complex,

Besides seeing the Expos four
times and the Yanks twice, in-
cluding crazed owner George
Steinbrenner twice, I'd have to
say my Iwo afternoons at
Dodgertown were the highlights.

It's quite a place. There's no
outfield wall, palm trees with ye-
lloww bands around the trunks
about hall-way up mark the out-
field boundary beyond the warn-
Ing track. It's a very comforiable
stadium to watch a game in, not &
bad seat in the place, though that
wasn't a problem for me since
one day 1 sat in the flirst row be-
hind the Dodgers’ uncovered
bench and the other day I was six
rows back of the Expos' bench.

It was the best time for star .

gizing too. I saw Jerry Reus pit-
ch; Andre Dawson smack a
homer; Pedro Guerrcro look
uncomfortable at his new posi-
tion, -third base; Steve Sax and
Bill Russell turn double plays like
it was second nature to them
(which it is}; Dusty Baker and
Rick Monday; Tim Ralnes steal
second and then -third; Ozzle
Smith dazzle with his play at
shortstop, Willle McGee streak
around the bases, Keith Her-
nandez, Al Oliver (last year's
National League hitting chemp)
and Chris Speier, Ken Landreaux
and other top players star.

But the off field activities were
the real highlights of these two
gomes,

Because 1 was sitting so close
to the Dodger bench I could hear

. @ lot of what was being said, ex-
cept when they whispered. Tom .

Lasorda and the coaches giving
the rookies, like Steve EEE{;:
heir o ent G B .
stnmliupre:rand Béﬁﬂﬂ; Lasorda
shouting across the diamond to
glve Whitey Herzog some jibes,
Lasorda argulng with the ump
after one of his hurlers was called
for a balk for the third time fn one
ining, eic. Lasorda is quite a
guy, always cheering his players
on and warmly congratulating
them for doing any liltle thing
right.

1 was there the day they
marked the 30th anniversary of
the Brooklyn Dodgers making
their winter home in Vero Beach,
as well as the day old manager
Walter Alston was named (o the
Baseball Hatl of Fame. They had
a ceremony wilh Alston and other

surviving members of the last
Brooklyn ¢lub to win the world

series. In addition I sat just o few .

seats away from Walter O'Mally,
the Dodg _
him chatting it up with the bench.

Ball broadcasting great Joe
Gargiolla was sitting right behind
me and it was (nteresting listen-
ing to his observations. He also
enjoyed debating recollections
with other veteran fans, and
disputing their points. I didn't
talk to him, I didn’t feel I knew
enough about the game fo discuss
it with someone who has seen as
many games as he has,

I visited Cocoa Beach, home of
the Astros on a cool blustery day
when they opened thelr spring
season against the Twins. I really
hadn't planned to go to this game,
but [ heard on the radio Nolan
Ryan was to pitch so I figured it
would be worth the drive to see a
future hall of famer and fire-
baller who |5 expected to break
some strike-out records this sea-
son, even though neither club wiil
Jikely do much this season.

Ryan did something to hls arm
warming up &nd ‘was scratched.
There wasn't much in the way of
stars on the field either. 1 did see
free agent Omar Moreno stink In
the Astro outfield and at the
plate, he sure didn’t earn his fat
contract that day. ,He even
dropped an easy fly.

The Cocoa stadium was even
worse than Payne Park. Dutl and
drab colored, the wind was blow-
ing hard ond the metal roof
clanged away. [ really wondered
if we were going to make it
through the alternoon. No wonder
the Astros want to move by next
year to a new town further south,
Stuart, if the community will
bulld them a new park.

In West Palm Beach [ saw the
N.L. west champs Atlanta
Braves and Expos. They share a
modern park wilth great seating,
the Expos having moved Lhere

-from Daytona Beach a couple of
years ago.

I saw the rest of the Expos
starters there: Tim Wallach,
Terry Francann, Gary Carter,
Dottg Fivnn, Warren Cromartie,
as well as Dawson, Cliver &nd
Raines again, [ also saw the bulk

-of their pitching staff, Jell Rear-
don, Ray Burris {who looked aw-
ful in three appearances) Dan
Schatreder {the guy Montreal

. {Contlnued on Page 7)

er owner, and listened to

1

March21,197}

Acton’s Centennial Commission
announced it would dissolve in
l[avor of a larger centennial
committee with representation
from all service organizalions in
Acton. During its existence, the
commission has planned a large
number of activities lo celebrale
the town's centennial year in 1974,
chairman Jack Carpenter (old
Actan Chamber of Commerce last
week.

Acton high schoeol students bound
for Spain were delayed en route
before ever leaving Toronto. The 36
high school  students and
-chaperones missed their Montreal-
to-Madrid flight due to an over-
loaded aircraft at Toroate Inler-
national Airport.

Bert: Hinton, & flormer Acton
Reeve on Lhe board of governors at
Sheridan Colliege, objecis to a plan-
ned appearance of praostilute
Xaviera Hollander visiting the
campus to promote her book.

20 years ago

March 21, 1983

Aclon Town Council is debating
how to replace the lown's mayor.
George Barbeau resigned Tuesday
o accept a promotion with his
employer, A.P. Green Fire Brick
Co. A new mayor wlll be chosen
next week from councit members,
and Hughie Lowe, who received
the next highest number of votes in
the last council election, wlli fill the
vacancy on council, :

Five Acton high schoolers
marched into town Saturday even-
ing after a 50-mile walk from Rlich-
mond Hill along Highway 7. The
walk resulted from a student
challenge. John Goy, Allan Hall,
Gerry Murr, Boden Dyc and Keith
ftanney made the walk, Two other
participants dropped out along th
way. :

b0 years ago

March 23, 183d

Last Saturday Jimmy Marshali,
the seven-year-old son ¢of Mr. Esrl
Marshall, narrowly escaped losing
the sight of his right eye. The little
chap was playing a game and run-
ning with a shorp stlck when he
fell. '

On 8t. Patrick's Night the three-
act play My Irish Hese'' was
presented in the Town Holl here,
under the auspices of St. Joseph's
Players. | |

Mr. Harry Gibbons celebrated
his 81st birthday on Tuezdnt

" Owing to the {liness of Mrs. Gl
= hons, the day was quietly observed

and in the cvening a few close
friends gothered to wish him birth- -
day greetings and spend a social
hall hour with him.

75 years ago

Mll'l:‘h lii IWE

In view of the increasing duties
of Mrs. Graham, the Librarian, her
gnlary was increased to $75 per
year.

After 14 weeks of continuous
sleighlng Beardmore and Co.'s
teamsters have returned to wheels
again.

An electric wire with imperfect
insulation threatened to fire the
roof of Beardmare's ieather ware-

- houses at the G.T.R. statlon.

A couple of young men have been
seen throwing dice for money In
the smoking room of the G.T.R.
statlon. Several others were
playing a ganmc with quarter
dotlars for stakes on the bar at one
of the local hotels with the consent
of the bartender. Surely the of-
fenders are unaware of the fact
there are heavy penaliies for such
offenses. 3

100 years ago

March 28, 1R8]

Council agreed o exempt from
laxation the tannery property and
stock of Messrs. G, L. Beardmore
and Co. for the term of ten years.

The town hall bell will- now be
rung at six a.m. every morning
except Sunday.

The annual report of the village
ayditors is published in full.
Receipts from taxcs, licenses,
clergy reserve fund, grant for lock-
up eic. totalled $10,381. Town hall
expenses: contractor W.A.
McCulla $3,.272; J. Mallory and Son
architects $200, court of chancery
for slte §500, J.E. McGarvin, duty
on bell $68; painting of roof and
tower §57, flagstalf $1.50.

Saluries J.E. McGarvin clerk
$122, Wm. Hemsiree{ constable
$50, Abram Matihews colbector $23,
LR Fox and AE. Matthews
atditors $10, H.P. Moore returning
officer 6. C.S. Smith was pald $10
for tramps.




