It's been an odd winter—
how about yours?

Random thoughts on a drear March day,
with a terrible head-cold, about the [ourth
this winter.

Abott which many people have been
most tnhappy., For ski apd snowmobile
enthumiasts, ski resort operstors, ice
fishermen and snowplow owpers, this
winter has been the pits.

For people who get sick to death of
shovelling snow, of driving in blizzards, of
wading Lo the thighs through mow-banks
to get Lo work, this winter has been & boon.

I'm in the second category, but I'm not
raving about this particulsr open winter. ]
don’t like bitter cold, and I detest battling
SNOW.

However, it's been a dreary winter. Too
much rain, mod, ice: too little mm. Dull
day after dull day makes Jack a dull tool,
and even the winter worry-wart would like
to see 2 bit of sunshine.

It's also been a rotlen winter for the
health. 1 don't know whether the wild
swings of temperature have anything to do
with anything, but I've never seen 80 many
people so lingeringly fll with *flu and colds.
Seerns that & bright, cold crispy winter is
better suited to the Canadian physigue
than the kind of hermaphrodite we've been

through this year.

Besides the head, it's been a tough
winter on the other end, because of
freezing rain. 1 wonder how many Cana-

dians busted their bums this winter,

slipping on ice.

Recently, 1 slithered out the back docor,
skidded down the back steps, and went on
hands and knees to the car. Arrived at the
school parking lot, which was like &
skating rink, and almost wiped out a
couple of cars when | tried to slop.

from car to school like ancient
Chinese coolie, Score for the day was: one
teacher with badly broken wrist, one
teacher with badly wrenched back, one
teacher's wife with badly bent head.

Didn't mind the broken wrist. [t was only
a guldance teacher. But I was fed up with
the rest. The wrenched back belonged to
one of my English teachers, and I had two
missing already.

He'd come down hils {(unsalted) front
stepe, taken a flier, and landed on his not
inconsiderable back. Thought he'd shake
off the pain and shock, drove his daughter
to school, and by this time was ready to
head for the hospital. Had just checked in
to tell the great white sahibs of his' inten-
tions, when he got a phone call saying his

wife had gone down thelr steps (still un~

salted) In similar fashion, knocking her
head hard on every step. They went off to
the hospital hand-in hand.

1 n;.an put with teachers staying home
with minor things Itke heart attacks, but
when they take a day off for a twisted

back, just because they can't get out of
their car, or up from a chair, that's a bit
much, fercing me to soidier on with hang-
nalls and a com on the sole of my foot.

Hoping to cheer myself up, I took a look
at the fashion page in the newspaper,
{eaturing the new 3pring models by Chanel
of Paris.

Thank the Lord I'm oot a woman. That
peek at the paper would have plunged me
into A deep depresajon. Here are some of
the items: ““The deceptively demure
dinner dress in navy silk with a wide
waistline defined by stitching, $1,130; the
revised Chanel sult has 8 cropped jacket
over a slender akirt, $1,950; worn over &
tucked silk blouse, $500, Separates are a
$795 knit cardigan and a wrap skirt, $475.

How would you like to read that if your
old man had just been laid off, in
definitely? For a miserable $4,800 you get
2 dinner dress, a suit, and a casual outfit.
None of which you could wear more than
once, twice at Lhe outside.

Some idiot once rernarked that the poor
are always with us. They are indeed, but
that's obvious. No so obvious is the fact the
rich are always with us, come hell, high
water, shaky economy, unemployment,
down-right depression.

Something else that failed to cheer me
up this winler was The Night of the Long
Knives, when the Tory party once more
made a national ass of itself by indulging
in its favorite game: cutting its leader into
large chunks and throwing them to the
wolves. Hear those Liberals laughing?

Oh, the winter hasn't been all dark and
gloomy. My tailpipe has not fallen off, Yet.
My rubber boots haven't sprung a leak. My
wife hasn't wracked up neither the car nor
the garage, as is her wont.

One maore cheery note. My old lady
[inally bought & stereo outfit, and she plays
it s0 loud she can’l talk to me, though she
tries, oh, she tries, mouthing words while I
just put my hand to my ear. Sometimes I
even get the paper read.

And there's a bonus. The kids gave us a8
rag-time and u couple of jarz records for
Christmas, After [orcing the classics on
longsuffering me for years, the old girl has
discovered she loves jazz.

Unfortunately, she has insomnia, and
gets up about 4.30a,m. About 5 a.m., I am
awakened by the booming of ragtime,
dixieland, or far-out modern jarz shaking
the very foundations. 1 like it, but there is &
time and a place.

Yes, it's been an odd sort of winter. How
about yours?
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{j‘) _*-é\ . A Special Sweep Six for Opening Nighi!
i : thnwih:tsaﬂ'iulﬂ&hpn mieet mith o speciul Sumkny
e ! Sweep Six onapenng night, Prck the winners of the six
designated roces and be u Sweep Six wianer. A tecent $2.00
Swerp Sir payoff ut Greemwood was ever 5380.000!

& sweep Six Is now a Saturday and Twesday feature!

The popular Sweep S, wtich so many Mobawk funs
once d week kst yeur will be offered both Tuesday

THISAD COULD BE

~ ALLTHATS STANDING

BETWEEN YOU

AND A FOSTER CHILD.

On the surface. it's not difficult to have a mis-
taken impression about foster care.

And if you never take the time to crack the
surface, and find out the facts, you might very well
be'denying yourself, and a foster child. a very

rewarding experience.

Your willingness to care may be all the qualitica-
tion you need to be a foster parent. Financial
assistance, guidance and support are available to -

foster parents.

The personal rewards of sharing your love with
a child or young person who really nceds you

are very great.

Please contact your local Childrens Aid Society
or Family and Children’s Services, and find out

more about {oster care.

The children need you now, more than ever
before. And mavbe you need them too.

Minis

try of Community -

and Sccial Services

®@Ontario

Frank Droa, Muuster
Wilkam Daves, Premier

Satundays in 1981 This means double the Smeep v
rm:m'nrm acry meeh of Mohawk. '
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MOHAWK RACEWAY

RACING FRIDAY THRL TUESDAY. POST TIME 730 FM
General Admission $2.75 SPORTS. Dinlng Terrae #5.50
For Information call (416 85 4-2253
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.| HERE'S A FEW EXAMPLES OF OUR GREAT SAVINGS! | ;
" | [All prices are per single roll.) [+ iR
9 r ’tﬂ!lﬂ.[- .:‘_; -,.: ”; q 1',1.-1.. s 1 LR T
Wallpaper Type Reg. Price Sale | - eyl :
| -} (allpre-pasted) Elgewhers Lﬂ:; Price | L-.&_3__;45*_;;:}'-:;?;_,;_.-; T
| Poelable. 349 Wiy L L
Vinyl-coated 995 | 333 | a97 s
Strippable 14 98 11.99- 599 p EBNERNELY
Pure-Vinyl 15.98 13.90 7.99 P 3 4,,
L Su ppable, 9.95- 8.5 4.97- bW
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Swmmmmm 1983. Price in effect while quantiies last.
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