B2 Georgetown/ Acton, Wednesdsay, March 9, 1983

Field trips aren’t what they used to

y last “fieid trip’ Today, one must apply to the county
board, oo & [orm. Then, one must

iess dancing.

Then ote orders & block of tickets. Then
one sells them to the students along with a
formidable price for the bus. Then one [ills
okt further forms, with the name, home
rooms and individual numbers of the stud-
eats. Then one tries to collect the money
from the students who are away sick, or

soaring wage and foel prices
bus trips to a major centre such an ordeal.

A trip to the city used to be a delight,
when | began teaching. (Always have to
use that clause: | wias pever a “‘young
teacher.”)

I'd tell the principal 1 wanted to take all
the Grade 11's to see Richard Burton in
“Hamlet,” He'd say, “"Sure, I'll see about
buses.” I'd phone and order 120 tickets, at
two bucks each. The bus would be another
two bucks. We'd have sests in the orch-
estra close enough (o see the foam flying
from Burton's face as he spat, “'Oh, most

pernicious woman.'

The kids would run around to the stage
door for autographs. We'd head home, all
present, replete with culture and inner
excitement. That was all there was to it

Nowadays, the field trip has become
almost as complicated as one of Rommel's
campaigns in the Western Desert. -It's
betome a microcosm of our society, in
which the words, "1 come. | see. i
conquer.”, have been replaced by, “Cover-
your-rear.”

pany, up front. Then ope must send a
cheque for the tickets. Then one must {ill
out more forms, declaring exactly who is
Roing to beon each bus. And 50 on. And on.

Then one must count and recount the
students, make sure they get to the theatre
on time, round them up for the trip home,
count them again like so many cattle,
scour the pearby taverns for the
stragglers, leave behind those who have
vanished and return to a torrent of
tirades.

I've had some great trips, years ago, to
the O'Keefe Cenire, the Royal Alex,
Stratford, before the purpose of the trip
became smolbered in a paper snowstorm.
Frances Hyland, Richard Burton, Alex
Guiness. Great plays, students high on
theatre. Never mind the bus breakdown on
the way home. It was part of the ad-
venture.

Then the treubles began. The permissive.
era. Lowered age for young drinkers. Bus

years, they still spedl it “recieve.” Or to
put toantoo together and eventually wind
up knowing what & two-by-four is.

But maybe the pinch-moutbed Iady who

frills would be a different
person i she'd taken a page (rom Lady

Macbeth’s book and put a little guts into
her old man. And maybe the other guy
would not be so smug H he'd travelled to
" the East Coast and seen wha! a fisherman
must do to earn a living. *

Mustin't digress, though it'a tempting.
Wait'll I retire. Boy, this paper will burn,
as the column is being written.

1 said it was my last field trip. Good
reasons. I gave them up about ten years
ago, and let the younger, ldesllstic
teachers batter their brains and bods out

be

prices going out of sight. Creeping bureau-
cracy that made it a paper borror for
organizing teacher.

enjoy the bard. There was only one hi
took my wife,

Every student was in the bus, seated,

ready for the Lrip home. No sign of the Old

Battleaxe, who'd gone shopping.

1 paced up and down, outside the bus,
muttering imprecations and , for
the benefit of the kids. She didn't show.

After 20 minutes of this, here she comes,
strolling along, laden with shopping bags. |
snatched them from her, huried them into
the luggage rack, toldher [ wouldn't sit be-
side her, and generally carried on.

She'd got the time mixed up. The kids
forgave her. I stopped playing furious. We
got home on Ume. '

Maybe I'li do one more fleld trip, befare
I retire. But guess who isn't golng? Right.
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The Archdiocese of Toronto Appeal
for the education of priests,

and Covenant House/Under2l -

Please make cheques payable to:

SharelLife (name of parish)

355 Church Street,
Toronto, Ontario M5B 1Z8
(416) 9776217

the developing nations, Catholic Charities
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$5,625,000

Christmas

Seal fund
iIs short of

new goal

The Halton Limg Association announced
that results of the Christmas Seal Cam
were [ar less than To date,
campaign shows less than a three per cent
increase over last year's, a total of
$120919 2.

Cec McFadden, campaign chalrman,
reifects the concerns of the board of
directors when he states that the $8,000
short{all in the campaign will have an effect
on programs which are usually offered free
of charge to the Halton Community.

The Canadian economy has certainly had
an influence on personal and corpocate
dopations he says. However, Halton is
dragging far behind others in less affluent
areas. Optario as a8 whole is reporting sub-
stantial increases for most of the other 32
associates. ;

Mr. McFadden siated that the campalgn
doea not close officially until March 31, 1983,
and that Halton citizens who have forgotten

.tp send their donations still have time to do

BQ.
There i3 only one Christmas Seal Cam-
paign per year in the region of Halton and
this supports all the Halton Lung Associa-
lion programs—no government graots or
any other financia) support is given outside
the public commitment. ,

~ ASSOGIATE
~ TAX
GONSULTANTS

INCOME TAX RETURN

PREPARATION

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday to Thuraday fa.m. toB6:30 p.m.
Friday Sam.to 700 p.m
Saturday Sa.m, to 300 p.m.

101 GUELPH ST., GEORGETOWN

877-2217

ANNA DEW

AM.T,
REGISTERED MASSAGE-THERAPIST

TIRED FEET?

Magnetic Reflexology
Insole from China

Stimulates your
body as you walk.

Avaligble from:

A.D.D. CLINIC
14 RIVERVIEW CRESCENT

GEORGETOWN, ONTARIO
L7G 3K (4718) B77-8ANG

Join Us this Spring
for a Course in
Halton Hills

The Universty of Watresloo will be offering
tw o colrses I Halten Hills this spring. You
may altend the leclures frev of charge fur per-
sanal inleresl. or you may take thern {or uni-
versity eredil. A copy of the W Spriag 1987
{HI-Campus Lectures brochune wilk be avarl-
able atthe arva local Libraties. For more
detals, call the UW Office of Past-Time
Studies and Continuing Educalton (BR5- 1211,
ext, 000) of the numb=ers linted Below .

Acton Public Llbrary (853 0 MH )
Sociology of Educatlon: The Celishe in
Education

{Sociology 207 G

Thursdays, 7 - WWpm. ¥ Apnl - 23 June |
Instructor: Me, Henrey [ Regehr

Georgetown Districl High School
Communlity Organization 1

{Social Work 2220 RT)

Tuesdays. 7 - 10 pm 5 Apnl - 14 fune
Instrugioe. Mr. Meal Ruion :

{This course ta presented wath the o
operation of the Haltun Hills Recreathion and

Marks Department For more information, call
B77.51R5 )

UW [aformatlon Sewsion

A UW representative will beavailable 1odis
cus UW programmes, admiscions and other
mattkn of concem from A 1510 7 M pm ar
the Acton Public f.ibtary onThursday Apnl 7th

Speclal Summer Sesslon in Orangevlile

You may also be interested in aitending one

o1 both of twa inlensiwve coures o be of fered
~ dunngibe find two weeks of July in

Qrangeville, For more inlormation, please

contact Lhe Regrtrar, Renson College

(BAL 4400, e«1 1368 or send the following

requiest form by Apal 22, 1Mo 1

The G E

Reniwn Collrge.

Universty of Waterloo,

Waterloo, Ontanc

NIL3IGIT

Mease vend me more infeemarion shout The
UW Summer Courses in Orangeville

Mhone

Address

UW | D Number (wherr applicable)

Univ:nitx of Waterloo

Pt bl feomg o 0w firan




