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Just a few weeks ago we
praised the volunteer fire-
fighters, as well as their
employers, for their great
efforts in the Thompson
Fuels fire. '

Only in cases of major
fires do we really see the
expertise resulting from
hours of training and prac-
tice by the (firefighters.
Also, only when there is a
big fire during working
hours which keeps the
volunteers off their regular
jobs for several hours do we
appreciate the sacrifice for
the community made by
employers.

Recently our volunteers
were honored for their ef-
forts in another, not as well
publicized area--rescue
and resuscitation calls.

The Halton Safety Council
became aware of our fire-
fighters’ devotion to the
community in terms of
rescue calis through a
nomination for a safety
award prompted by a local
resident after reading an
article in this newspaper
last year about the fire-
fighters saving the life of
baby Andrew Coe.

But this was just one ex-
ample of the life saving ef-
forts the volunteers per-
form in this community on a
regular basis. ,

Certainly, many citizens
are aware that in cases of
children or. adults being
pulled from rivers, lakes
and ponds the firefighters
are called to perform
resuscitation duties, -

Award deserved

They are the first
emergency service on the
scene, except possibly the
police on some occasions.

It's interesting to note that

even in cases of tragedy, a
drowning, expert witnesses
such as ambulance atten-
dants, doctors on the scene,
police officers etc. all
testify at subsequent cor-
oner’s inquests in glowing
terms about the efforts of
the firefighters, They can't
always save a life, but they
certainly have the expertise
to do an excellent job of at-
tempting to save a drown-
ing victim.

ﬁut their rescue work

goes far beyond drownings.

Choking victims, people
who have something like a
big slab of concrete fall on
them, suffer a stroke or
heart attack or some other
health and life threatening
situation, have all been
helped by the firefighters.

But our firefighters' ex-
pertise in the area of rescue
work i8 even more impor-
tant in a community like
Acton. With no hospital in
town and ambulance ser-
vice coming from George-
town, the firefighters pro-
vide a vital link in our
emergency health care
system.

Our congratulations to
the firefighters for this
most deserved honor as
well as our thanks for pro-
viding this crucial service
to the commumity.-G.M.

-~ Alternative view

Dear Sirs:

[ should likke to present an
alternative view to that ex
by *“A Nature Lover” in Lhe March
2 iasue of the Free Press. This
person uses a serles of rather sty
ong adjectives toreferto a group of
people “she / he has pever met
which demonstrates unforgiveable
bias. However, such Is perhaps to
be expected in one who evidently
enjoys nature while walking by an
unspoiled sewage plant!

More seriously, this letter agaln
rtises the [ssue that many-people
of various ages and backgrounds
enjoy riding motorcycles olf the
highways where they can let off
steam with little danger to them-
selves or other people. For
example, how many Innocent
people are killed by incompetent
young (and not 80 ¥ ) drivers
showing off Lo their peers on the
highways in cars? I suggest the
number is significantly higher than
those killed while riding motor-
cyclea off the highway. Are they
really such a bad group?

The community is pleased {0 en-
joy the taxes pald by the mer-
chants who sell motorcycles and is
no doubt grateful for the local jobs
that their sales uce. Unfor
tunately the same community does
no! see [it to provide any land for
the use of bike riders. In
contrast we learn that the "town
spent $46,753 .20 on summer sporis’

and thereby covered mast of the
costs (90 per cenl of many other
sporting activities.) We alsp learn
that much of that money went for
making many major meodifications
to some of the f(ormerly most
scenic areas pf the town (see the

list of structures erected, etc. In -

the article op page 9!). I have
nothing against using taxpayers’
money Lo help (inance sporting act-
lvitles but | fail to sée why one
apecific s ng activity which
causes far lexss permapent
ecological damage than sewage
plants, ball diamonds, ice ri
and subdivisions should receive no
w whatsoever but rather
er active persecution by so-cal-
led nature lovers, The Region owns
a lot of Iand. If 8 amall portion
were made available for motor-
cycle use, then this healthy form of
exercise for many of our young
peopie could be Indulged without
infringing on private property.
As a fina] point, ['would llke to
know why your courageots Nafure
Lover was unable to sign such a
bigoted letter? How many lawnse
has he / she seen torn up by angry
trail ridera? Perhaps facts would
detract from the argument!
Yours sincerely,

1.B. Hesth,
Nature Lover, Professional

Biologist
and Off Rund‘Huturny:li:t

BUSINESS/ACCOUNTING OFFICE

GO BACK TO SLEEP.
IT'S A FALSE ALARM!
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‘ Our readers ,
- W.l. concerned about programs

Following is a leiter to the chatrman
of the Halion Board of Education, Len
Auger, which was filed with this news-
paper for publlication:

Dear Mr. Auger,

The members of the Limehouse
Women's Institute were some- .
whal concerned at thelr last meet-
ing to hear rumors that the Board
of Education is considering cut
the Family Studles and Industrial
Arts Program in the elementary
schools. Following & lengthy dis-
cussion it was decided to write
expressing our concerns shout the
motion made by Cam Jackson and
seconded by Mrs. Diane Filman
which is currently before the
Board. '

The motion reads as follows:
*That the slaff investigate and
report to the finance commiltee
and to the Board before April 1963
oen all costs associated with the
Board’s Elementary Industrial
Arts and Family Studies program.
And that this include all
costs for stafiing, supplies,
trans tion, equipment costs,
inc] all capital purchases, as
well as the square metre-square
foot maintenance cost associated
with the classroom space used for

these programs,

- Qur concerns are based on what

we feel is the intent in this moetion.
We are alraid that the intent is to
cut the program as a means of

“cutting costs. Perhaps cost must

be cut samewhere hut let's take a
careful look at what Is being elimi-
nated J
Today, more than ever before,
the Family Shklles and Industrial
Arts programs fill a very impor-
tant need in the home, Many fam-
iies have both parents working,
many on shift work and our young
people are being called upon to ac-
cept more responsibilities in the
home. At present boys and girls
take both Family Studies and-
Industrial Arts in our elementary
schools. This is an excellent urpor
tunity for our young people to learn
the basic skills and to apply them

- toevery day situations. The school

program is often the first introduc-
tion Lo these skills,
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As a result of the introduction in
the elementary schocl program
many siudents have decided lo
{urther their education in these
areas of study. These courses are
no longer compulsory in our high
schools. If our elementary students
are not toe them in.our
senior schools how are they going

to know whether or they want to

pursue this area of study in high
school?

We {eel the Board would be doing
our -young people a great Injustice
if these programs were cut from
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our curriculum, The number one
priority in selecting program
should be the needs of our students
and this should be considered
ahead of the dollar and cent signs,
We urge you to consider this care-
fully and retain the Family Studies
and Industrial Arts programs in
our elementary schoals.
' Yours truly

Jean Anderson
President Limehouse W1
Jean Kirkwood
Secrelary Limehouse W]

Children shortchanged

The following letter to Chairman of
the Board of Education, Bill
Harrison, and Robert Filman has
been filed with this newspaper for
publication.

Dear Sir:

1 have just returped from the
Milton Family of Schools meeting
at Rovert Baldwin School, where
our Halton Board Trustee, Bill
Harrison and Robert Filman,
oresldent of Halton Elementary
Teachers Association, along with
several other trustees were
present to discuss several [ssues
that concern all of us.

The aversge class size in Halton
Elementary Schools is the highest
in Ontario. Halton is in 76th place
compared with all of the school
boards in the province, (There I3 a
total of 76 boards.)

Our teachers have been working
without a contract for six montha.
Despite the anger and frustration
these dedicated ple are ex-
periencing it is obvious that our

- children still come [irsi—Robert

Filman, speakingt for H.E.T.A.
made ii 311“& clear that our child-
ren would never be used as pawns
to negotiaie contracts.

It is time we parents began to
speak up and also give support to
our children’s teachers.

Let us all work together to find
out: ;

t. How ourtax dollars are spent for
education?

2. How does this compare to our
neighbouring boards?

3. How much will it cost to Im-
prove?

4. How wlll Bill 82 aifect this
sliuation?

Halton may be number 76, our.

teachers are number 1. Let's show
them we care and share a common
goal—we must have more tea-
chers, and surely the 12 being
requested for Hallon is a modest
oposal,
Parenis do have a voice. Qur
children are being short-changed.
Sincerely
Joan Woodall

Story has
snags

Dear Sir,

Oh, 1 went to the Press

mildewed day

To complain to my friend Hartley

He had to cease his teasing tone

Or 1'd rap his head right smertly.

Girdles, garters, hose et al

Are no concesn of hisen

if be doesn't re-evaluate his

prigrities and get on the ball

I'li drop him in the mizzen!

Lovefroman

Aponymous female hoser

P.S. 1 spent 32 cents of my retall
dollar on this stamp!
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Coles'saw NEWSpPaper accuracy sore point with some

The perfect guest, says Your
Morning Smile, is ope who can
make his hoat feel at home.

Jim Fleming, the Minfster of
Multiculturalism, couldn't have
read that before he appeared at
the annual convention of the
Ontario Comiunity Newspapers
Association in Torontc last week,
Dubbed the Minister of News-
papers for his proposal (o create
2 press council, the minister
explained his mandate was coly
io deal with the daily pews-
papers. However, he warned that
if the concentration of cwnership
in the community pewspaper

- lield did not abate he might be
forced to look at them as well,

He said the Viowermsint i
foroed to set up 8 cometl in the
dally fieid becsuse of the concen-
tration of which could
throttie a free press. The govern-
ment, he said, would create the
council and then step back and let

fied at the number of community
voluntarily

newspapers who
joimed the Ontario Press Council,

among them this newspaper. So
long as these press councils were
effective, he suggested the
government would keep their

it operate without my govers-

ment inderference.
ir.!lmhluﬂhmmd-

&

Howrever, be noted that the {ate

of the newspapers of the country,
both daily and community, would
hinge to a iarger part on cost and
efficiency. He poted that the
community newspapers had

' something going for them in the

accuracy department as well
because surveys showed less
than 10 per cent of the people
believe their community pews-
paper to be inaccurate.

That point haz been a sore one
{or the dailies, a3 was pointed out
to rrfe last Saturday night when It
was my job to explain the role of
the community newspspers to an
assembly of public rpelations
officers for the Boy Scouts of
Canada assembied at the Blue

" are faced with daily deadlines
apd pressures but there have

inslances where the

the past

it often meant tedious

searchea through files and other
documents.

criticism is warranted. 1t can
apply to any purveyors of the
printed word, daily, weekly, bi-
weekly, monthly or annual.

Let's face it, accuracy is some-
times blunted by immediacy and

the pressure to publish ahead of
the competition.

We at the Free Press try our
darndest to tmake stories and
comment a8 accurateas possible,
Bit there are instances even
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Mr. Fileming acknowledged
that we can't control the future
but we can nudge it in the direc-
tion we want it Lo go, a point I feel
can't be debated. .

+ + o+

Still ees the subject of accuracy -
some readers of this column have
suggested the statistics which
appeared in this spot last week on
the average Ontario woinan were
not only untrue but fabricated. I
can't vouch for their accuracy,
only to mention they came from
nnﬂmnhﬁummmtwblm-

L.

My comments on pantybose
were ol to sorie crit-
ictzm since I had pever worn any.
To correct that deficiency ooe
friend sent & parcel with a big red
bow, professionally wrapped,
eociosing & pair. .

L

when § do you can be sure 1 won't
tefl you abost it.

-

+Saturday evening
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themselves & $500 pay raise last

week, Councillors will now earn

$2,000 annually.
North Halton Ratepayers are
0 to a proposal by officials
Indusmin that a worked oul
be used a3 a sanitary land-

quarry
fllj site for Metro Toronto garbage

disposal, Ratepayers appeared at
a public meeling at Esquesing
Community Hall.

Joe Hurst, retiring clerk-
administrator of the town, was sur-
prised with & retirement party
. Family and
iriends all attended the gathering
at the Music Hall, and {riends all
altended the lfuthering at the
Miusie Hall, and Mayor Les Duby
presented Hurst with a large, up-
holstered armchair wilh footrest
from the town, to meke his retire-
ment years comfortable,

Grant Usher has been appointed
new clerk-adminlstrator in place of
Hurst, with Hugh Patterson deputy
clerk-treasurer.

20 years ago

March 7, 1963

Tom Sawyer was all the rage at .
Robert Little School this week,

Students staged - the operetta
Wednesday and Thursday nights at
the school with Mike Vale as Tom,
Denise Parker as Becky Thatcher,
Robert Flatt as Huck Finn and
Wendy Jank as Aunt Polly.

A quarter mill was cho off

the Halten county 1963 budget this
year 88 a resull of an Increase In
the county assessment. The entire
county budget totals $1,401 403.
" Two of Acton's local hocKey
teams look top honors at a four-
lown- tournament in Fergus ovar
the weekend. Acton Firemen Ban-
tam team and the Businessmen
PeeWees took home trophles.

50 years:ago .

. March 9, 1833

The arena was a caolorful spot for
the Caralval put on by the Arena
Commitlee and the Acton
Businessmen's Assoclation. Well
over 100 appeared in costume. Al-
ter the judging of costumes and
races there was a burlesque boxing
match between Gordon Cook and
John Dennis, with Blll Eccleshall

‘and Jack MceGeachie as geconds.

B.D. Rachlin was tUmekeeper and
scorer. Then two (eams of

‘businessmen played 8 hockey

match. A moccasin dance culmin-
ated the event. The band played
from a platform in mid-ice.
Prizes were donated by business
places, Mason Knitting, Hewetson
Shoe, Storey Glove, W.D. Talbot,

. Jas. Symon, H. Wlles, V.B. Rum-

ley, Acton Machine Shops, B.D.

+ Rachlin, C.B. Swackhamer, H.N.

Farmer, M. Pallant, J. Lelshman,
F.Roney, Dr. A.J. Buchanan, H.W.
Hinton, Elliott Bros., W. Cooper,
Kenney Bros., E.J. Hessard, W.K,
Graham, C. Thompeon, Nelson and
Co.. A. Mclsaac, J.C. Matthews,
Ritchie and Agar, Walson's
Dakery, G.W. Benton, Carroll's.

- 75 years ago

March 5, 1908

There was a gay assemblage at -

the rink Monday night for the fancy
dress carnival.

Last month was a busy one for
Mrs, Graham, Librarian, at the
Free Library. The largest number
of books ever issued In a single
month since the reorganization of
the library 10 years ago was given
out, aggregating 600,

Owing to the storm on Sunday,
Rev. Willoughby was unable {o re-
ach Churchill, his alternoon ap-
ﬁllnunent. Rev. Father Feeney

had much trouble tHis winter
getting to his church at Oustic,

100 years ago

March 15, 135)

A meeting of pastors and mem-
bers of the several churches in
town was held in the Methodist
church on Friday evening to take
into consideration some means by
which the desecration of the Sab-
bath by the G.TR. oithorities,
rinning local passenger and
freight trains, may be discon-
tinued

Ammpn;{imwu nlm?dlopu-
pare a tion setting forth our
grievance. The peace and quiet of
the Lord's Day is disturbed and the
roming of ireins is s tempiation
and for the
community to the sacred
day of rest for wicked and ungodly

"ﬂ"’m have becoms

these departments were dismissed
for ooe week.

Acion’s populstion is 1,250,
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