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by Heles Muwrray
As the residents of Halton Hills sieep, they
do 30 secure in the knowledge they are weill
protected from f{ire by what many feel is coe
o the best volunieer {ire departments in
Canada. But for Red and Jean Asselline,

'tbeyhuashcphmmﬂthm:hnmt
anywhere |In Georgetown
zt:d.u;unrwulbetnﬂandth:

. while never leaving their living
room.

The Asseltines are the {ire dispatchers for
Halton Hills. Thelr lives are tied to their
living room 24 hours a day, and oone of them
is always home. A day off work requires two
weeks notice 5o that replacements may be
arranged.

In ocoe cormer of their a
Chapel St in the Asseltines
have a network of tejephones and maps.
Calls t0 the emergency fire numbers go

in the couple's home. They
Rre ¥ 24 hours a day to answer the
phones, get the t information and
dispatch the fire trucks,

In Georgetown, Red says, he gives the
location of the fire over the [irefighters’
pagers, who In tumn rush to the fire hall. In
Actop, they sound the siren, heard all over
town, and also give the location over the

ers.
pl'lshe Asseltines were surprised to discover
that in 1962, they answered the emergency
phones 4,398, Not atl the calls were for fires.
Sometimes it s person wanting advice on
their wood stove, ar sometimes it ia children
playing, who don't realize they have called
the flre department. But, for their own
protection, the dispatchers record every
single phone call, | %
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On January 1, when the air raid siren was
turned on in Acton and wailed for three
they answered 41 calls from people
wa it shut off. These calls will go on
oext year's lotad,
The best advice the Asseltines can give to
facing lire in their home is to give
their address immediately when they phone
the fire department. Then give the telephone
number and the pame. By giving the ad-
dress {irst, Red notes, |f the caller is cut off
k.'ut he knows where to dispatch the

Drm jm‘ cause of concern, he says, |s
newcomers {o the area, or visilors in a
hnme.Tbeydnmthnnwtht Iot and coo-
cession number, and some do not even know
what sideroad or line they are on. A rural
route number is not enough, Red stresses.

Some callers are not even sure if they
have a fire. He explains they can smell
smoke, but can’'t tell where it's com
from. He cited onte case where he dispat
one firefighter, who discovered wires behind
an elecirical outlet were burning. With the
source located, action was taken, preven-
ting what could have been a real disaster,

When in doubt, Red sayn call the [ire
department.

Technology has given u}e Asseltines a
chance to guard businesses and industries,

A space on a fire panel can be rented for.

much less than the cost of even slight
damage in a fire at a business. F'ire security
systems are installed in 27 businesses,
senlor citizens homes and factories in Acton
and Georgetown, which are hooked into the
town's fire panel, also located in Anseltine’s
apartment,

Heat and smoke sensors trigger the
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red bulb on the fire panel. If the [ire light

Mashes on, the Asseltines dispateh a truck to

the appropriate premise. If it is just a fault
in the systemn, the ¢ will telephone the
business, or ve if aflter hours, and
tell them their system is malfunctioning. As
a resilt, these busineases have 24 hour fire
protection.

Many other businesses are hocked into
private systems. Should an alarm be
sounded there, Red sgid, the security firm
they are with will notify the Asseltines.

Some other businesses have pre-recorded
message systemns. Should Lhe heat sensar go
off, the system will automatically telephone
the lire department and a recorded message
will tell the Asseltines the name of the busij-
ness and the address where the truchks
should be sent.

Anvone interest in hooking into the flre
panel, Red says, should contact fire chief
Bill Cunningham or deputy chlef Bob Hyde.

But nothing is mistake proof.

The Asseltines are comfortable in their
lobs. They are used to not going for walks
together on a warm summer’s night, end
they are used to sleeplng with the living
room light on. They are “one of the mob”
with both the departments, and in fact, Jean
was commended by Chlef Cunnlngham for
her actions during the big wind storm in late
December, She was home alone and had to
handle a barrage of calls. In a letter to her,
Cunningham described her "as a vital link
between the publlc and the department.”

But {or Jean and for Red, it isall in a day’s
(and night's) work.

Ied Asselline checks the fire p.‘lnrl {tnp phnlnl which links many buiinenﬂ lld lndunriu

in Halton Hills to the Mire department, while his wile Jean answers the fire phone thotlom
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- Region defers housing study

Statistics show only 18 govt.-assisted
housing umts In N. Halton, all in Acton
Wm. Hampshire|

' from Speyside

by Mac Sprowl

Sherllf of Halton

| Sheriff William J.L. Hampsliite was
| born in Fergus, Wellington County in 1872
andcameto S ide at the age of seven
months. He was educated at Dufferin
School. Sheriff Willlam J.L. Hampshire

-was a farmer and in 15920 he served as
president of Acton Falr.

He sat on councll seven years, was
deputy reeve two years and in 1923-24
elected reeve ol Esquesing Township. He
ran in the 1526 [ederal election as a
Liberal being defeated by Dr. RK.
Anderson M.D., Conservative f(rom
Milton, 62004300 votes.

Mr. Hampshire, an excellent !?eak
and politician felt that his defeat In 1926
was caused by him being nominated to
run in an earlier election &s a United
Farmer candidate. He stated he thought
the farmers had no business running the
country. This statement caused. him to
lose & Jut of {riends and voles in the 1528
election. :

In 1935 he was appointed Sheriff, Local
Registrar of the Supreme Court, County

Court Clerk, Regisirar of the Surrogate
Court, & post he held unttl 1948. He was
also Governor of the Halton Jall. There
were two murders in his time in office.

He was for 3¢ years a trustee of Duf.
ferin School Board and also caretaker,
Sheriff Willlam Hampshire first attended
Boston Presbyterian Church in 1875 when
only three years old and became a
member in 1888, In 1954 after 25 years he
retired as Sunday School Superintendent
and teacher of the Bible class. He was
superintendent from 1929-1954.

Frun 1991-1968 he was an elder of
Boston erian Church, a period of
37 years, was also a trustee Irom
1932-1948.

Sheriff Hlml:nhire who never mar-
ried, died January 11. 1988 at the age of 90
yearsand is huriud in Fairview Cemet-
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'Lorne Scots 'C'’ Co, Pte, Derrick Murphy alter firlng the 8t mm mortar, Sgt. Don Atherton,

the line Corporal, walches carefully al a course at Canadian Forces Tralnlng Area Mealord

on a receni weekend.

Ygt. Don Atherton looks through the ajming
circle used for determining grid bearings.

Pie. Don Loerscher and Ple. Ilw:lt position-
ing the moriar for firing. Lk

—Pholos by Charlle Payne |

Pte. Den Lacsches and Ple. Deck of the Larne Scels sightiog ia the Stmm mertar.
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Regional director of planning Rash
Mnhammed tried lo convince reglonal
commitiees last week that he needed addi-
of $35,000 from the
province to determine the role of the region
regarding housing needs. However, the
admipistration and finance committee
opted to defor the Issue of the housing study
until they receive a detailed report from
him.

Ann Gabriel, manager of Halton Housing
Authgrity, suggested to commlttee that they
take advantage of a $35,000 provincial grant
to Halton to be used for a housing study.

There was some confusion, as councillors
believed the grant was only available if
additlonal money was added to it
‘Mohammed has asked for an additional
$35,000 bringing the total {or the sludy to
$70,000,

“Like the clderly study and the dny care,
we want to find out the region’s role in
housing,”” Mohammed “tald councillers,
adding the additional $35,000 will do that,

“What you're saying is that the province
wants to spend $35,000 to tell us something
we glready know,” commented Oakville
Mayor Harry Barrett, who suggested the
housing study go under the needs program
of the new [ederal provincial job creation
plan.

But Ga hrlei pointed out that the municipal
housing slatement forms the basis for a
municipality’s request for funding at both
the prn-.rim:tal and federal Inrels

“UntH & municipal housing statement has
been conducted and approved in Hallon we
are in the unenviable pesition of not being
able to meet the needs of assisted housing in
Halton,” Gabriel told councillors.

Al Tuesday's Heolth and Soclal Services
commitlee, Haollen Hills councillor Dave
Whitlng said he thought the money would be
better spenl building housing.

But Caral Gooding supported Gabriel's

est saying (hat “we need this data in
r to suhstanuate our position with the

' gmrernmenl

And Gakville councillor Ann Mulvale sald
she belleved the region had to “play the
pravince's game."’

‘“The pravince hoids the purse strings and
this seems the only way to get (unds,”
Mulvale sald.

Linda Langston, housing analyst for the
Ministry of Housing, sajd a municlpal siate-
ment consists of pulation trends,
economic base, market activity and the
need lor assisted housing.

She would not offer an opinion &8 to
whether an additional 135 mu is necessary
for the statemnent, nnlf u:ll
Mohammed believed it r.u
that ''some municipalities du ud:d o lhu
funds.” ‘

At committee, Gabriel related grim
slalistics about the lack of assisted housing
in Halton, especially for needy families in
North Halton, -

She told councillors that at present,
famllies could wait two years before be
placed in government-assisted housing, wi
many of those on the walting 1ist eventually
giving up.

The walting list consista of 429 people—
half of them famllies—in Halton,

There are no government-asaisted family
units In Gegrgetown, with just 18 in Acton.
Oakville has 18, Burlington has 54 and
Milten hes none. Only a fiith of Halion's
assisted housing units are for families,

“The waiting list has grown steadily from
114 in January, 1979, L0 230 in 1963,"" she zald,
noting that in four years the waliting list has
doubled, but no new housing has acc-
ommodated the Increase. "

At least 87 family housing uniis were
needed by January, but she pointed out that
this figure was determined E; waiting lista.

“Bul this does not consider .the many
people we talk to who have glven up oo
pssisted housing,”” she explained.

“If vou live in Georgetown or Milton,
there aren’t any prospecis in sight at all,”
she added. _

'D|saster imminent,”

Region may hire

disaster coordinator

Prompled by the Halton Reglonal Police
Department, the region of Hallon may hire »
disaster planning coordinator due to the

lice department’s view that a disaster is
imminent in Halton.

Administration and f{inance commitiee
decided 1o defer Lhe issue of someone

. unli} the budget is decided.

“A plane crash in Lhis area is on the
cards,” Constable Dave Richards told the
region’s adminisiration and finance comm-
illee meetling Wedneaday.

Later, Richards sald he was not *‘in Jest at
all,” saying again there was a good chance
of a crash in this area,

“I'm nol anticipating the crash, but x ot
of the aircraft landing in Toronto Inter-
C¥Hikined, ading et with fmost coustes
expia with most cras
ncm f:t“ take-off and landing,
Halton has a chance of ha cruh
mft d be caught with cur pants " he

In readiness of this potentia]l disaster,
Comstable Richards presented committee

with a plan for an emergency planning coor-
dinator who would a disaster.
A major part of this cmrdinltnr'l job wil)
be with Lthe volunteer services (o urnmhl
exercises and plans.
Constable Richards explained (o comm-
ittee that each municipality in Ontario is
ndpomiblt for its own handling of disasters,
olhers have emergency planning coord-

H:mtﬁamﬂndllm
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21 key e OTEA an [nvestiga
team, secuxity, cltizen , media and
niheruﬂnpinmlvad in & disaster.

But Mayor Gord Krantz of Milton aaid
comnmitice * :haﬂdnmm
Puliuﬂr:ul supported the initiation of

an
mumﬂfmimmﬂnlwwhnmﬂ
donmdtuiﬂrumm

"There was a lot of confusion at the begin-
ning of the Mississauga dizaster,” be lold
commiitee, saying be belisved the coord-
inator’s job to be a full-time one.




