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Full town hall crew
on job next week

by Helen Murray

Preliminary work began on
the restoralion of the Acton
Town Hall last week, wilh
nlppliu being p.zmucd and

of Lthe various cov-
ncrl of the hall being done.

Ted Tyler, of Herilage Acton
iMade up aof baoth the fund
raising and he restoration
committees pointed out only
two of the 10 people employed
for Lhe project have started
work. The eight others start
next Monday, when the fuli
scale operation of the restora-
tion will get underway.

The hall has been the subject
of controversy f{or the past
seven years, and was on the
verge of being torn down when a
$10000 federal grant was
received to go toward- the
employment of 10 pecple [or one

year,

Matthew Todd, of George-
town, started work February |
as project supervisor. He has 15
years experience with - Hex
Heslop Homes Ltd. and 15 years
with McNally Construction. He

has been climbing around in the
craw) spaces and in the attic the
past week orienting himself
with the building before the
actual work is started

Cindy Arnold, Acton, the
clerical assistant, also staried
work Febguary 1. She has
received secretarfal and
clerical experience in
businesses around Acton, and
attended a course in Toronto.
[ast week to familiarize hersell

with the way in which the

government wants the books An architect’s conception of what the tolally refurbished town hall
will look like from the [ront.

kept, Tyler said.
i{'ontinued on page 7}

Police seek information

50 pounds of dyhamite
stolen from Indusmm

Fifty pounds of highly powerful, danger-
ous dynamite was stolen from Induamin

Ltd. quarry south-east of Acton sometime
overnight last Tuesday, Halton Reglonal
Police report.

Just two ounces of the Iremite explonive
can blow apart a rock pile, accordqu
to Staff Sgt. Les Graham of the Crimina
Investigations Bureau in Geo WTIL.

The explosives are in round (orms, in one
continuous roll and are plastic coated.

Thieves entered the magazine where they
were stored by knocking & 1" x 4" hole
through a concrete wall, reinforced by steel
rods.

Estimated cost of the dynamite is $43.

Halton Regional Police are asking anyone
who has knowledge of the break-In or the
whereabouts of the dynamite to call the
Criminal [nvestigations Bureau, 11 division
Guelph St. in Georgetown at 878-5511, ext.

Criminal Investigations RBurean detective
Tom Roduck shows a sample of the highly
dangerous dynamite which was siolen frem
Indusmin Ltd. quarry sametime overnight
[ast Tuesday,

AMETROLAND COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

One Hundred and Fighth Year—Issue 31,

ACTON, ONTARIO, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 19:33

18 Pages— Thirty Cents.

Cause “undetermined’’

Fire destroys
Thompson Fuels

- by Gord Murray

A spectacular fire which destroyed
Thompson Fuels and damaged two homes
on eilher side of the bisiness on Friday
morning is estimated to have caused $93.000

'to $94,000 damage to the three structures.
Halton Hills Fire Chief Bill Cunningham .

said the cause of the blaze j» currently class-
ified ns “‘undetermined".

Cunningham had originally estimated
damages in the [ire at $165,000 to $175,000.
However, Deputy Chief Bob Hyde revised

* (hat ligure downward to $93,000 to $94,000

Tuesday morning. Heexplained the first lig-
ure wis a guesstimate while the pew figure

‘cams from the insurance company.

At the time Lhe blaze broke out, the fire
chief said, Lloyd Mcintyre, .owner of
‘Thompson Fuels and 8 member of the Acton
Firefighters for over 20 years, was working
on & frozen pump on-an oil tanker in the
garage of his 44 Young St. business.

There wis the smell of gasoline in the air
al the time and maybe these fumes were
ignited by some source which hasn't been
determined yet, Cunningham explained.

Mcintyre was “lucky” to escape with only
his eyelashes and eyebrows sirrged ‘'He just
got out by the skin of his teeth.” Mclnlyre's
daughter Kim escaped unhurt from the
office. Contrary lo.rumors Lloyd wasn'l
hlown out the garage door.

Also putting lo rest other rumors, Cun-
ningham said work being done on the streel
by Uniton Gas was not involved in the [ire

and Mclntyre wasn't smoking or welding in

the Rarage.

Within a couple of minutes of the fire
errupting, the homes on either side were
evacuated, a passing OPP station wagon
blocked one end of the sireet to trafflc while

Aclon’s Dlriy Dozen have won Lhe Hallon
Heglonal Potice volleyball towrnament two
years In p raw. On February 235, they bailtle
io malntain their winnlng record at the third
anhual tournament in Acton high school,
Accepilng last year's trophy are. lefl to

the other end, The OPP car remained on the
scene [or some ttme until the Halton Reg-
ional Police arrived.

The call to the {ire department went in at
10.54 and the first lirefighters were quicki
on the scene in minutes. But, by then%a
were shooting as much as 150 (eet in the air
above the huilding, black smoke curled
thickly overhead, and most of the garage
portion was consumed by fire. Fire was also
starting lo spread into the office area and
was headed towards McIntyre's own house
on the north side. Flames were already
licking 8t the walls and roof of the adjacent
home on the south slde, That was the awiul
scene firefighters found when they arrived.

There were 400 géllans of oil in the four
compartments of the tanker truck {nslde the
garage and it burned off, Cunningham sald.

Besides the bullding and tanker, Cunning-
ham said “considerable’ cash, a computer

-worlh $27,000, records and cases of oll and

g:iher petroleum products were also dealrn}r-

A Jarge crowd gathered on the scene and
people could hear a ping which was
thought to be small expmns Cunningham

sald they believe those spunds were the tires

going up.

The house on the south side had its win-
dows on the fire side blown out, but there
Wwas no smoke or water damage. As well
some shingles were melted. Windows in the
Mcintyre house were also blown out and
some aluminum trim was damaged. That
structure loo suffered no smoke or water
damage to the Interior.

Cunningham said when he and deputy
chief Bob Hyde were coming up to the fire

(Continued on page 2)

right, Nick Leone, Mrs, Al Ruelens (it is her
husband in whose memory the lournament
ts .held), Bob Ustrycki (partlaliy hidden).
Art Goddard, Alex Fishbein, Jack Poot
iteam caplain) and Don Cousens,

Argos, Sunshine Girls
here for pollce tourney

Acton's Dirfy Doren police volleyball
team wil] be going for Lheir third straight
victory at the Al Ruelens’ Memorial volley-
ball tournament February 25 at Acton High

. School.

The Toronto Sumabipe Girls and the
Toronto Argonauts will play an exhibition
game at 8 p.m. the same evening

The towznament is an intra-force event for
Halton Regional Police oflicers and is com-
prised of 10 teams from all over Halton. it is
the third year for the tourney, with Acton
winning all previous events. Proceeds will

to the Acton unit of the Canadian Cancer
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after 8 cancer, at age
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the bombshel]l on the Halton Police

sbhoat morale in the force in
1978 which eventually led to a (ocree shake-
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and recovered to give [ectures, raised
money for crippled chiliren, and was on the

" Hallon District Health Council.

While no admission ia charged, members
ulunmc.msuemwmummnd

to “'pass the hat”. The general public is enc-
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Thh phaiu lhmn 'nmmplm Fuch an uu huilding looked while being  town and the flames were rt:t:hlng nhnut 150 feet above the bullding
consumed by flames just seconds before the firefighters’ arrival on  and coming dangerously close to igaiting the homtes on either side,
the scene Friday morning. Black smoke could be seen from all over  especially the one on the left hand slde in this pleture.

Board gets $6.5 million back,
will review investment policies

Helton Board of Education will be review-
ing its policles regarding Investing funds in
the wake of fortunately getting its $8.5
million investment back from Central Trust,
the new owners of Crown Trust.

Finance Commiltee chairman Bill
Priestner of -Burlington said the board
requested its $8.5 million, plus interest

earned, Friday afternocen. There's a 24 hour
business day delay in getting one's funds

back between the request going in and the:
money being refunded, Pristner noted.

He guessed the interest earned would be
$60,000 Lo $90,000.

“The board will be reviewing its invest-
ment policies. Possibly lhe finance com-

‘mittee will be involved or maybe a small

board committee will be established to look
at the investment malter, as well as
audiling.

Priestner agreed in light of the Crown
Trust scare and the fact the higher the in-
terest the hoard receives on an investment
the higher the risk of losing its money, a

review is needed. The board will also

examine its use of a broker to make their

investments. Priestner sald they must look
at the value of advice from & broler, is the
board removing itself from the invesiment
decision making gm by using & broker,
should they even be using a broker at all, the
impact on their investment of the [ee paid to
the broker by the firm seeking Investments,
etc.

He noted these were just some of ‘the
questions he had in the wake of Lhe Crown
Trust affair, other trustees may wish to
raise other questions also,

- Two or three guestions have come up in
regards to other financial matters trustees
haven't been "to enamoured with' which
the board or & commiltee will also examine.
For example trustees weren't pleased when
they found out $30,000 was spent on & con-
sultant for the computer committee which
hadn't previously been approved. Priestner
gsaid there have  been  “certain
irregularities’’, money earmarked by the
board {or one thing but spent on something

$7,500 for space needs
study of Town complex

The Town's space needs study for a future
municipal complex will cost up to §7,500 and
the first two of the report must be in
mmmilims hands by March 7.

Monday Halton Hills council endorsed the
Building Committee's recommendation thal
the Toronto firm of Robbie Archilects Plan-
ners, in "joint venture” with Young and
Wright Architects and Walker, Wright,
Young Associates Limited Planning Con
sultants, be hired {o conduct the studies.

The {irst two phases of the study invelve
assessing the Town's space peeds in relation
to anticipated growth of the municipalily
over the next 20 years, as well as a review of
the present Trafalgar Hd. administration

_ presen
Building Commilitee with llrnrpmals at B

building site to see il it could accommodate
the size building Halton Hills will need. The
third phase of the study will involve more
detailed space nceds evaluation by
municipal departments.
F.obbie Architects Planners was one of
eight firms and individuals to t the

meeting on January 31,

The study nceds (o be l:ir.:-nt by early
March so the committee and council can
evalunte the findings prior to deciding what
to do about the $10,000 option to purchase the
last councit put down on the nearly 30 acre
Stevens” Estate site on Maple Ave. in

else by an adminlstrator. Those kinds of
matters will be involved in the auditing
review,

Priestner pointed oul there have been o
number of changes in the lop brass of the
administration in the past couple of ycars
and while Em Lavender and Bruce Lindley
may have done things one way, Wally
Beevar and Barb Moore may be dolng the
same things in a different manner ¢r may
wish fo make some changes. Possibly the
board has been “assuming too much,” he
sald. The board doesn't normally get in-
volved in administration procedures until
something goes wrong, such as happened
wégldthe Crown Trust matter, Priestner
M .

When it.wos suggested the board was
pretty lucky to get its money back,
Priestner said he had to "agree'. He nuted
he had been much more negative about the
chances of recovering all of their in-
vestment and he was '‘pleased as heck”
everything worked out.

Dnn | Inr;ﬂ ynu' Valeniine next Mnud:}.
February 14. Little Krisien Murray of Acton
Blvd. who made this lovely valenline Satur.
day st the Acton Library won't forgel the
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