six woeoks
nfwnta'? h

l:mcrg from their bur-
rows to predict the
weather on Groundhog
Day (today) have their
workk cut out for them.
How can they predict
six more weeks of win-
ter whet the weather
has been balmy for most
of the winter we've had.

This weather prophet,
who emerged from a
snow bank In rural
Halton Hills was almost
blinded by the sun. That
means she can see her
shadow and by tradition
she should silde down
ber burrow for another
six weeks of winter. No
shadow, then it's an ear-
ly spring.

In any event her
reliabllity as a fore-
caster has been tagged
at 30 per cent.

Board has $6.5 million with
own Trust, not $4 million

Halton Board of Education last week dis-
covered they do not have $4 million iovested
with Crown Trust but $8.5 million.

tendent of business and finance
Barb Moocre told the board Thursday they
had two separate investments in Crown
Trust, one for $4 million dve January 24 and
one for $2.5 million due January 7.

The board's broker had been instructed to
remove the $2.5 milllon and invest moat of it
in the Toronto Harbour Commission and the
remainder in cailable notes. The money was
transferred and conlirmation recelved from
the Harbour Commisgsion on January 14.

In the meantime, Lhe provincial govern-
ment seized Crown Trust on January 7,

{reexing its ssets, in the wake of A govern-

ment investigation [nto the sale of 11,000
Cadillac Fairview a ents, Buyers (or
Crown Trust are being sought by the
government and if none are forthcoming, all
investors may lose thelr money, according
to Consumer and Commercial Relations
minister Robert Elgle.

It was not until last week that the board
learned that because of the freeze, Crown
Trust's bank did not negotiate the $2.5 mil-
lton cheque that had been issued to the
board’s broker. reversing the transaction.

in;idfmh Hnnre said, “the cheque boun-

Finance Committee chairman Bill Priest-
ner wanied to know why the achoal board did
not know until Japuary 26 that the money
had not been transferred. ““What hlppmed
in that 19 days?" he asked.

Moore admitted there was a Jol of conhus-
ion oh everyone's . She aaid they did not
realize the fate of the $2.5 million because
the board received the $16,535 in interest it
had accrued, which, she peinted out, will not
be returned.

She said the sll came in & letter about
.Inrrulrf 18 saying that the tnnucuun had

Hmm the accounting
departmmt was in the middle of year end
reporis and no one Jocked in the envelope
until last week,

The board's solicitor spent iast Wed-
nesday morning in Toronto, but could get no
more information. Moore told the
everything was “hush-hush' and the lawyer
could only obtain what information was on
the television and in newspapers.

However, the board's Iawyer suggested
the board proceed to formally serve notice
on Crown Trust demanding payment of the
overdue certificates and the board go on

record with the Ministry of Education in-
form ﬂ!n'lnfﬂltlill.lltkm They also
ldvuﬂthltinnrﬂu'tuprvtutthehurdl
inleresis, they should immediately retain a
firm of solicitors and act on their advice
pending final resalution of the issue.

“As chairman of the finance commitlee,
Priestner sald, *'weare going to have to deal
with the results of this "

He criticized stalfl on the handling of the
iszue. “We can't leave things sitting in a
tray for six days. This is big business."

“"We have to be optimistic ang we have o
be smarter,” he said,

Trustee Len Crozier wondered if the board

* . serving notice on Crown Trust would farce

them into cy. Moore admiltied {t
could, but that was not the intent. “We are
letting them know we are not just sitting
around doing nothing, we want our money."

Transportation and Communications Min-
ister Jim Snow, who was at the board meet-
ing on another matter, jokingly told the
trustees. “I'm sorry [ cannot stay for the
rest of the meeting, but I have to get back to
Toronto. We are debating the Crown Trust
deal and | have tosee il Icnn get back some
of your money."
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Hall restoration underway

big job of restoring the Acton town
hall begnn yesterday (Tuesday)

Ten workers hired under the federal
creation grant won b'j' lhu
groups restoring the hall
through Manpower and Pa
architect for the project, and
have mﬁad down m for

mmtm co

from Actario mﬂfﬂ
mitiee, has been created ltlll

tent and formal tion l.hmkl
inal in a couple of

~Heritage A
Ted Tyler says. He noted this umbrella
group can be used by gny cltizens who want
to restore the Stone School, save momu-
ments, works of art, buil ete, in Aclon.
Much oI the groundwork, ete. for
ihepubllcluruiumllﬂldinpwﬂlhaiu
pl:r:r. for anyone to use¢ through Heritage

Tmhﬂmmmﬂuﬂedltlhahnﬂ
for a tour Tuesday momning, along with
Mayor Peter Pomeroy, Counciliors Dave
Whiung Ross Knechiel, Rick Bomnette, Phil

P

8ill Cunningham also were on hand for

tour. During the tour Tyler and

Eliott pointed out various {eatures of

building Imiud.ln;g heritage aspects.
Fnl!uwin; the tour everyone went Lo the

Band Hall for lunch and a presentation of

plans for the hall and the restoration staff
Tyler noted & number of 3 ftems
like the cell bars {rom the have been

. L]
e |

Local talent will be coming out of the wood-
work next Taesday evening whea MeKen-
zle-Smilh Middle School presents Tunes and
Talents. Guelph Barbershoppers will also
perform al the scheol's only majer fund
rll:li.-lg llrlfeﬂthtjur. Some of the lecal

hn'tﬁntfwthlmnﬂ; 4 !

Mayor Pete Pomeroy rips up the slgn pro-

hibiting entry to the Aclon Town Hall
yesterday (Tuesday) as workmen prepare
to restore the controversial building.

room in the hall which would have
past,

bly
ety at $120 a couple are

located. The:r are looking at having a for hlaHﬂleEvuparty

talen| are Michelle Heaps, Stacey Hliltier,
Leri Fountain, Helde Lasg, Pam Demoat-
morency, Wendy Norton, Jeanlfer Mu,
Lee Gallant, Angela Johnstsoe, Tanya
DeJong, Dﬂheﬂ-dunul and Tracey Bruce.

bullding is unsafe.

. Mini golf, boat house
. among work projects

- O

plnnned for the restored hall at the end of
this year,

Heritage Acton has been in touch with two
government agencies, their identity is being
withheld, seeking $300,000 more in grants,
Tyler said they are optimistic of a sub-
stantial grant from one group they have
already applied te, and are applying for a
grant from another agency as well,

I{ more money is secured they have come
up with a “‘concept for the town hall which
will make it quite the spot indeed.” Tyler
explained they'd like to put an addition on
u:m bullding and locate it in the amall

rking lot besida the hall. This would
F:alure a fover with a greenhouse siyle
effect and it wmﬂd “enhance the side of the
town hall."” The plans for restoration and
expansion look five or six years into the
future and include provisions for the handi-
capped. There would be handicap wash-
roams on both floors, and an elevatur an the
inside of the building and an interior handi-
cap ramp.

There. would &lso be the great hall up-
stairs, boiler and electrical rooms in the
hasement, public washrooms, office or
meeting room space on the ground floor, ete.
There would be access from the town hall to
the fire hall on the second floor for the fire-
fighters only il the brigade wishes,

Cole explained the first chore is a rescue
of the hall. He explained the roof i3 in better
shape than some have indicated in the past,
there are problems but they are repatrahle

It has also been misleadin mﬁeﬂﬂle reported
to say previously that members in the roof
are loose, they can be easily fixed.

The roof and floors will be reinforced to
meet current building codes and various

“exploratory work” began Tuesday 8o
details of restoration can be more refined.
Basement walls are belng examined so
excavation can start soon and Tyler noted
the front bricks are about three-quarters of
&n tnch out too far,

At the beglnning of tour Mayor
Pomeroy took down and rined up the sign
which has beenon the door for several years
warning people not to enter because the

Be mure to read next week's for
more photos and detalls about this project.
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Mﬂly Jn:tm ptuts the {inishing touches 10 oae of her pnlnliug: as she prepares [or the
Palleite and Pencll Club's apnual exhibltion which runs from February 3 to Fehruary 26 at

the gallery in Hallon Hills Cultural Cenire.

Carney suggests

Use reserve funds for needed projects
instead of saving for municipal complex -

Council should consider reviewing the
whole idea of having a reserve fund design-
ed to help finance a future muaicipal com-
plex, according to Georgetown Councillor
Phil Carney. He thinks it would be better to
spend the funds on projects benefilting tax-

ers. .
Fﬂﬁc suggested a review of Lhe reserve fund,
at Monday's Halton Hills general commiilee
meeting while councilliors were debating
demolishing a building on property the
Town owns on'Church St.lin Gcorgc-!nw;: for
a munici ing lot, Money {rom
q’aljnl mdu have been going in the
ruﬂ'rehmd since 1977,

The Town had originally intended to sell
the Church St. property to cover $60,000 bor-
rowed from the reserve fund ously to
help pay for the Library-Cultural Centre

project in Georgetown.

Carney sald he didn't believe the Town
should have $650,000 in a reserve fundd,

He suggested the money could be put Lo
better use paying for projects Jike fixing the
Holmesway Pl., Acton, ditches
and putting in handlup ramps for
municipal buildings, elc.

The reserve {und o the tax-
payers, so it should be ased to puy for tax-

peyers’ noeds, Carney declared, *

on council Lo take care
ﬂ!‘wph : M.mu

that wasn't their job they were sitting in the
wrong chair, Carney said.

Councillor Ross Knechtel was concerned
money was taken out of the resérve fund and
now wasn't being paid back, He noted other
times when council has barrowed from the
fund Lhe money was repaid.

He noted a delegation came from Aclon
concerned about the deep Holmesway P,
dilches, expreasing fears a child could
drown. Council didn’t of(er Lo pay (or storm
sewers {0 solve that problem from the

reserve fund, Knechtel observed,

ted while 1t wasn't intended,
councll was hasiu!lﬁ:aying riking was
more [mportant children's lives
becajse it:] wasn'l uﬁlling lhe{und{;mrgﬂuwn
propert TeseTve oT spen-
ding ru};ﬂcm tofix the diiches. He said
he wasn't against extra parking in down
town Georgetown, be just didn’t like the
method being followed by council in nol
repaying the reserve [und.

He sugges

inside today’s Free Press

Tom Shepard was busy fiekd-
ing questions at lasl week's
drep-ia and yes'll find re-
poris o0 what he had to say
enpages 19, 13, C3 amd Cd.

The Chamber of Comperce
mecda » new president. Read
8 full report em heir asmaal
mecting em Monday night en

| Pageld.

‘Dave Hall was convicied In
the theft of akins coase (his
weelk, Bee page 1.

Rebert Little School
goodbye La popular secre
tary Betty Ashiey lasi week.
Tura to page 7 for a stlory
mwd phodo.
Sclence Ticlion
of some big bappenings this
menik at Actes Llbrary and -
Aciom High ‘Bcheel. Detalls
onpugel

The BIA ks seeking s shoe re-
tatler, A fall report oo that

Eroup’s meeliag onpage .
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