Acton’s Alanna Bowen spenl weekends uvn an
Island in the Baltic Sea tast summer as part of her
Hotary exchange prugram lo Sweden,

Alanna halfway through year in Sweden

by Helen Murray

Alany people would find it difficult to leave borme
for a year and learn a new language in a com-
pletely foreign land. But for Acton’s Alanna
Bowen, they have just become WO Mminor INCon-
veniences o overcome as she experiences the
most exciling year of her life.

Alanna, 17, is halfway through her year in Ui-
tran, Sweden, as part of the Hotary Club’s student
exchange program. She said goodbye to her fama-
ly and {friends last August, and has made the most
D:H'ﬂt'lj' situation which his come her way since
then. '

Unlike other exchange prugrams, where the
s{udents live in thriee or four homes over Lhe year,
Alanna 1s staying with just one family the entire
year. And not Lotally by co-incidence, she is taking
Ihe place of her host parents’ daughter, who is also
on a Rotary exchange, in Woodbndge Untario.

Her adopted home of Uttran is about 30 kilo-
melres from Stockholm. With a population of 1,000
people, residents find themselves going 1o nearby
Tumba for shopping and schooling.

Her host father, Carl Huss is a treasurer in

Stockholm, while her hast mother Gudrun s a
pharmacist. Alanna complements a family of two
brothers, Henrik, 21 and Gustaf. 18. Their 1&-year-
old daughter Karolina is away for a year.

Alaona explained in a letter to the Free Press
that in Sweden if a student wants to go abread lor
a year, their parenis are encouraged to Lake an in-
coming student, even if they are nol Rolary
members. In case Alanna did not get along with
the Husses or there was some other reason why
she would have Lo leave them, an alternative fami-
Iy had been named. But Alanna can see no reason
why she would leave the Huss family before her
yearisup.

Karolina had not yet left for Canada when Alan-
na arrived last summer, and was a greal help in
telling the Acton girl what kind of clothes to wear,
and other itemns she may nced o know in the
following 12 months.

Alanna altends school in Tumba, toking
English, Swedish, art and drama, among other
subjects. “There is little communication gap bet-
ween hersell and the other students, she explains,

because evervone can speak English, and in fact,
take advantage of her presence lo practice.
However, Alanna encourages Lhem to speak
Swedish so that she may learn their language.

So [ar, she says, she’s not fluent in the Swedes’
mother tongue, but she admits she is getting pret-
Lty good atil.

Most of her weekeds in the summer were spent
at the Huss® summer home, on an island in the
Baltic Sea. There she enjoyed satling and swimm-
ing. However, because the jsland is so close to
military installations, Alanna writes, she needed
special visas to go to the coltuge.

In fact, Alanna pens, the suspected Soviet sub-
marmne which was trapped in Swedish waters
shorlly before Chrisimas was just off the coast of
their island.

At Chnistmas, Alanna found herself visiting the
Huss® relatives, and eating the delicacy elk
tongue, She reserved comment on whether she
like it or not.. [n what little spare time she has
Alanna manges to take Jude twice weekly, and en-
10vs going into Stockholm just to Lake in the sights
of the city.

Meanwhile, on the homelront, her parents Alan
and Lvnda Bowen, of Wynford Place, have had
chance to sharten the miles between themselves
and their vounpest daughler. .

1 ast November, Mrs. Bowen explains, the cou
ple spent a very enjoyable evening with Mr fuss
in Toronlo. where he was wvisiting while on
business. Mrs. Bowen notes how very rare it s for
the parcnts to actually meet ther chibd's hinst
parents. *'It was unexpected plus,” she said "W
had an extremely pleasant visit with him and can
see for ourselves what a good home Alanna is stay
mil?éw weeks later, the Bowens pLaved host te
Karolina Huss who came from Woodbridge to
spend o weekend. They felt by extending their
hospitality lo Karolina, it was a small way of
thanking the Husses for seeing that Alanni was
having such a wonderful hme.

It's been six months of fun and adventure for
Alanna, with another six months dhead ol her,
She's made many friends and seen many things,
and just knows the next half a year s going te be
as great as the first half,

he
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soon be fliled with equipment and an estimated 18 jobs, -

Will create 12 new jobs

Galvcast moving to Acton

A new industry is moving to Acton and during
1583 this firm will create 12 new jobs.

Galveast will be moviog to Acton from Milten
and hopefully openin mid-March.

Caurrently the firm is preparing its new faclory
in the industrial park. The firm has been operating
in reated quarters in Milton for about 18 months
now, :

The move from 309 Steeles Ave, to 111 Com-
merce Crt., a building which has stood vacant
since it was built a couple of years ago, will in-
crease Lhe operation’s production and other space
from 3,000 square feet to 8,400 square leet.

Glaveast makes galvanized steel. The company
bought its new building and 3, acres af land in Ac-
ton, which allows for future expansion, carlier this
month.

Six employees will be moving with the firm from
Miiton te Acton. Throughout the rest of the year,

- owner Brian Luckett said, about a dozen new jobs

will be created and hiring will be done lecally.
New workers will be trained by the firm for their

Move swans to open
seek permanent fowl solution

The Fairy Lake swans were moved by works

staff Tuesday afternoon (yesterday) from near
the poultry barn to apen water at the end of Pro-
spect Park :

' There had been some suggestion al Monday's
general committee meeting the birds would have
to be moved to the sewage plant on Churchill Rd,
South. However, that won't be necessary since Lhe
water will remain open at the end of the park in
the vicinity of the Prospect Park water well,

It also appears council will examine ways of
solving the swan problem permanently well
before the start of next winter.

Amud gales of laughter frum councitlors, Mon-
day night new Councillor Rick Bonnette raised the
subject of the swans and his fears they imght not
be moved soon cnough to open water at Fairy
Lake or elsewhere and could die
~ He soid in 1972 the swians were dunated to Acton
" and carlier on Monday he contacted recreation
direcior Tom Shepard aboul having them moved,
but was promised no actien. He reported Shepard
wosn'l interested in having the birds moved,
seemed uncencerned they could die and suggested
. they wouldn't be @ problem if one individual cleft
unnamed) didn’t feed them,

Bonnette said Shepard also scemed unaware

that shortly after birth the swans’ wings are clip- -

so they can’l fly south and it 15 against &
federal regulation for swans (o be permitied tu {ly.
It was wrong to leave the birds to die because
there was ne open waler for them and he felt
spmething should be either done to care for them
ar ¢lse they should be permanently removed from
Fairy Lake He added the swans were costly and
he fell since Acton agreed lo care for the rds,
Haiton Hills had assumed the vesponsibility.

inside

Police are probing three break-in atlempls atl
“Gilenlea plaza. Turn (o page A,

{"'I.'hr bandicap ramp will likely be included in
‘thve 195 badget, bul Halion Hills Is going after a
,make work granl for the project shso. Detalls

ey e PR

.They are working out
.all the {ipe poinis
sow of the town Ball
resiofation project
"and Actarbe and Lhe' N
"Resteration Caom-

, millee are piming to ﬁ‘% ;
start work February a__,

.1, Bee slory on page |
* t Al
Deals Devine turned

‘dmsell im to police.
Bt page L.

They say I'm sver e
ME Feay. | dm?
remember being wn L.

Another new councillor, Finn Pulstrup, asked
Shepard what could be done abput the swans.

Shepard said he felt the birds have become more
of ;1 “puisance” than a problem, and the oniginal
hirds donated to Acton mostly aren’t around now,
Birds have been exchanged, more were donated
antl others dropped at Fairy Lake over the years,

A number of years ago council decided arena

“ staff should care for the Fairy Lake birds, but he

questivned the wisdom of that idea today in light of
the high wages paid to staff now. One problem
with feeding the swans has been how to kecp the
ducks away, Shepard said. People are {eeding all
the birds at Fairy Lake and there are some who
think the Town should be caring for them, but
Shepard asked “whose problem are they (the
SWansl.”

In previons years Beardmore kept some Fairy
Lake water open in winter with a bubbler
machinte, but the tannery doesn’t do that anymore
s now when the lake freezes up there are fowl pro-

- hlems,

He thought it was a poor use of arena stall to
have themn running around the lake with nets chas-
inR swans and looking *foslish. ™

Bonnette poted he had also contacted arena
manaper Horold Townsley aboul the swans and
his concerns He reported Townsley was more
“sympathetic’” about the swans than Shepard and
might be rounding them up Tuesday (yesicerday)
(o be maved to open water. He satd he wasn't look-
ing for the swans to be {ed and cared for on a daily
basis,

Shepard noted there are conservalion
authorities and the Humane Society to lake care of
wildlife, He added Townsley has more time in-
vested in the fowl than he does.

Bonnelle said he didn't care about the ducks,
they could [ly away, but the swans couldn't and
something should be done to lake care of them.

The recreation directer responded he didn't
think 1t should be arena stail taking care of the

water,

gwans. He recalled last vear the birds were even-
tually moved to the sewage plant where the waler
never freezes and then they were moved back to
Fairy Lake at the end of winter.

Councillor Marilyn Serjeantson was surprised
the Fairy Lake swans can’t [ly, she has scen
swans from Nerth Halten Golf and Country Club
fly in Georgetown. _

It is hard to move the swans from Fairy Lake
before the ice is thick and safe, Councillor Ross
Knechtel said. Bonnetle countered there were
snowmobiles on Fairy Lake over the weckend so it
is likely safe enough to walk on the ice.

Council must decide if it wants the ducks moved
ot have them removed permanently. Knechtel
predicted there will be “'noise™ in Acton over the
issue, but couldn't say if that would be “good or
bad "

Shepard's view was supperted by Counciiler
Tom Hill, the birds should be turned over (o the
Humane Sociely or a conservation authorily. The
birds weren't the Town's responsibility simply be-
cause they were donated to Acton. He recalled
previous ceniroversy over the Fairy Lake ducks.

Last year the works stafl moved lhe swans,
Knechtel said,

Since there was an Acton lady who was willing
to fecd the birds they should be moved, Councillor
Phil Carney said. He remembered a subdivision
was rejected in Georgetown once because a blue
heron was on Lhe property, so surely the swans
could be moved. .

Mayor Peter Pomeroy said the birds will be
moved Tuesday and won't gel back to Fairy Lake*
this winter unless “they walk down Mitl St."" (if
they were removed to the sewage plant.) -

Next year the issue should be dealt with
“sooner” and laking care of the ducks was on
“assumed responsibility ™ for the Town, the mayor
declared. He added Halton Hills may have to buy
its pwn bubbler or “something else” 1o seive the
bird problem at Fairy Lake permanently,
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The Failcy Lake awaas were moved yesterday
(Taesday} from bear the psuliry barn (» apen

- g gat

e D o T O e - W -]

. o =B o .
.
P

.

— P
- Lh

.

KAy ot
YN

fhgon

it ?. Fu-‘

| :‘I.-i!:'-.... |
o e
e *l..'iq"’l:.-i"' |rp.l';’::ﬂ,".? ;

* gl R F Ty L,
ﬁ_i}ﬁ;d;ﬁfﬂé‘.‘fw S s
A "’ji.f o gt

T T el e T - ' -
R T o T LR
' [ L Py -r-tff__". Bamgy = ™ T _;Iti:- £t
R T T T el MR b "‘P.-.‘igrq.h. et
B (o) ey Tig | im ol T TR | ST iy - L

i ‘I',;'_Ilﬂ‘ :_:d"l.rhr"'rl ,'4:;‘; e ‘l'...-"";'inti'.'-'

- Faa T BT YT

S N Pt : ; o 3 A

water al the end of the park n the vicialiy of the
Prespect Park well.

jobs, Luckett added the company already bas con-
tracts for the balanee of this year for which addi-
tionat workers wilk be required. He wexpects
gradually over the year the firm will move to g
three shifl operation.

Luckett noted that new councillor Rick Honnette
assisted with the firm’s purchase of the property
in Acton, He expliined he had been looking at the
mave te Acton for some time, but they wanted Lo
seltle natural gas supply questions belore making
a final decision. Working with planning depart-

ment stafl, Bonnette oblained iformation tor
Luckett on natural gas supply and assisted in ar-
ranging to have i gas main installed for the plant

Preparation of the building aned site wall include
making and installing a crane, instadling equip-
ment and roaf vents, and putting pits i the bactory
floor.

Luckett has been planpning on relocating [or
abhout a vear and began looking at Acton in June
In Octlober he decided if the natoral gas supply
could be secured he'd move his firm here
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Joe Willmott, Dana Petrillo, Hilda Hinojosa, Janel
linojosa. and Hobbyn Hurke siand in one of the
deep ditches in the Holmesway Pl area demon-
stirating just how dangerous Lhey could be if fllled
with water. Halton Housing Authorily has asked

Halton Hils tp do something ta ease the worry of
parenis in the area and the matler is being exa-
mined by the engineer, Pussible solutions will be -~
reviewed by the budgei commitier laler,

Municipal complex

It would appear likely that before Halton
Hills council decides if it will buy the Stevens’
Estate as a sile for a municipal complex une or
two additional appraisals will be carried out for
the property.

In November the old 'T'own council voted Lo
put down a $10,0 deposit as an option to pur-
chase the 30 acre site on Maple Ave. in
Georgetown for $650,000. Previously council
had an appraisal, water and sewer servicing
study, land survey and soil testing conducted
on the property. These studies, which haven't
been made public yet, cost about $20,000.

Noling the option to purchase expires (o
morrow {January 20}, new Councillor Phil Car-
ney of Georgetown suggested a second and
possibly third appraisal be obtained. Several
councillors immediately volunteered to second
Carney’'s motion. Carney thought extra ap-

raisals would be “advisable” and iclt the

nformation could be useful Lo both the special
l municipal building committee and council.

Councillor Carney urges more
appraisals before buying site

=\

Mavor Peter Pomeroy said he had no pro-
blemm with Carney’s request and Councillor
Russ Miller said stolf could be direeted 1o con
tact two appraisers and have the work done

Councillors Dave Whiling noted he could
appreciale new councillers nol wanting money
waosted because of a decision made by the old
council, but he wanted to know how much wis
going (o be spent on having (wo more ap-
praisals conducted, He felt there should e an
“upset limit"” or maximum amount of money to
be spent on the additional appraisals.

Carney agreed there should be a maxinum
that will be spent on the appraisals. He said he
didn't wont to see money squandered, bui felf
the purchase price of $650,000 justificd having
mere appraisals. He said the item could be
brought back to next week's council meeting
with appraisal “‘cost factors” included

Another new Georgetown Councillor Finn
Poulstrup noted there is a building commitiee

{Continued on page 6! )
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Council tells Defence secure
hatch to air raid siren switch

The hatch leading to the platform at the top of
Acton's air raid siren or “‘early warning device"’
should be locked 5o nobody can get up there, ac-
carding to Councillor Dave Whiting.

Monday night he called for council to ask the

of National Defence to make a full re-
port on how the siren came o go off in Acton and
wiil away [or over three hours on January 1. He
noled peeas reporis indicate Lhe siren was
deilberately set off by someone Il the swilch
on Lthe tower, Coumncil supported the detail-
ed expianation,

Council also agreed with Whiting's suggestion

that the defence department be asked to report in
the Town how they intend to secure the siren plat

- form hatch,

Whiting said il is hard to belicve missiles can be
sent great distances across the skies, but (he siren
hatch can’t be secured. He said it scemed simple
1o him that the hatch could just be locked lo pre-
vent unauthorized e from going up and turn-
ing on the siren so that it can’l be switched off at
masier control, necessitating numerous phone
calls and delays in having hydro cut off the power.
The defence department seems unwilling (o take
ateps Lo prevent the siren being sounded again.




