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Well, a lypical week. Went to a cuchre
parly and learned that [ was even more
stupid at euchre than | am—as my wife
lells me—at bridge And this is ahbys-
mally stupid.

Factis, 1 don't like games in which one
must use one’'s mind and at the same
time depend on Lady Luck. And my wile
loves them. { had to, almost literally,
drag her away from the euchre party.

And | hate navigaling. which 1 also
cuntend. despite the protests of all the old
World War Il navigaters who thought
they bombed Essen when they were
bombing un orphan asylum, is a trade for
idints who depend on such weaird things as
mathematics and physics. and not the
irade for an intelligent person who be-
lieves in witcheraft. The Lord, and a good
pilot 1n ge! them home.

So’almast endeth the lesson My wife
navigated home. in rain. -1 merely
steered the brute. And she learned that
thie shortest distance between two points
is whatever way the car goes, with me at
the wheel.

After I gave upon her math, I lurmed to
my infuition. We got home, lnally. but
the puy behind me wondered i T was
leading him on a wild goose chase. Perish
the thought.

And speaking of wild geese. [ had a
visit from my grandboys. There seems
Jittle connection. bul there is. | took them

- down In the park to sec the wild geese, to

me an on-going source-of awe. They're
nol really wild. They're smart. They are
{‘anada geese who have discovered that
it's easier, and saves a lot of wear and
tear un the wings, to dump themselves in
the tocal park, and feed heavily on bread
crumbs and lish-"n-chips. rather than fly
suuth. Cost of flights south is even al-
fecting the geese, let alone Canadian tur-
keys, who pay enormous sums to get in
the sun for a week in winter.

ARE TOTALLY JAMMED! SO

Smiley

An}*u-ay the boys thoughl the gt-ese
were for the birds. yuk, and that the S¢a-
gulls were much superior. Until [ threw a
bread-crust and they watched a greal
gander and an insignificant sea-gull go
for it. No conflict. The kids apparently
learned some deep lesson about Barwin,
because they started \hrowing slones
«patential Toronte Argo fans?) al the
sea-gulls, . i

1 also learned some other things, while
the boys were here, 1 always do. My vwn
kids were brought up in middie-class,
properly repressive circumstances. They
weren't to swear, break things, get their
clothes dirty. They were Lo be respect{ul,
nol ask embarrassing questions of
adults, and vote against the government.

These grandbeys are complelely
wrrepressible. They might be a httle
yuiet, patiently, contemptuously, during
a five-minute herangue ofter they ve just
knocked a lamp off a table, but it's just a
cover. They roll their eyes at each other

They don't swear, but they know all the
word, as a little listening will confirm
They break things with abandon, always
coming up with the wide-¢yed explana-
tion that. "It just broke.” They jump,
deliberately, into puddles that will soak
them to the navel. They call me “Bill.”
How’s thal for respect?

They ask embarrassing (uestions.
**tiow come your hair is hlack, Gran, and
Bill's is while? Wiy do vou put your teeth
in a glass at pight. Bill, are you afraid the
fairies will get them, and not leave you a

OUSE & FLOOR

dime® How come Gran gets mad when
vou fall asleep with your mouth open,
Bi? Hey Gran, why are you gelling so
fat tn the tummy? Are you going to have
a babyT"

We had some people in on Sunday, and
a little girl, three, fell in love with the
warst of the two, Balind, and followed
him around all afterncon iler father re-
ported that she didn't get to sleep until
tent that night. The divil's influence,

And | also learned something about our
sociely when 1 took them, and dumped
them, al @ matinee at the local cinema.

First of all, it cost $1.50 to get in. Each.
It was a dime in my day. Second ol all,
acling the big wheel, the affluent, bene-
volent grandfather, 1 gave them a buck
cach for treats. They looked rather ask-

ance. .
I checked the prices of gondies. No

wonder they were askance. Gne dollar
would nol even buy them ene tsmalls box

Ballinafad

Smiley’s grandboys are precocious

of popeom and one small pop. Sixty cents
for a narrow box of stale popcorn and
fifty cents for the smallest pop. And
Balind dropped his dime, when 1 made it
up ta $1.10. What a ripoff, The show
apened al 1.30. The movie, & cheap car-
toon. began at 2.00 and ran {or an hour.

And there, at the popcorn counler, ina
town that is one of the worst in Canada,
as far as the recession and unemploy-
ment goes, were pll these little kids.
waving two and five-dollar bills at the
popcorn girk. bume recession. Some hard
limes,

Their mother had a convenient mig
raine, and their gran had guests to pre-
pare for, s the boys and [ spent mast of
our waking time (ogether. It was like
spending o weekend with two charming
oty arlists. Yoeu know perfectly wrell
vour're being laken, right down ta the
horribly expensive games they want {or
Chrisimas, but it’s so much fun that you
scarcely feel the shalt going in.

Joy, sadness, mingle
at holiday season

by Winilred Siith

The December meet-
ing of the United Church
Women was o special
wne, as husbands and
guests joined members
for the annual pot luck
dinner. The committee
in charge of planning
the meal had the tables
beautilully decorated
for the occasion. Just
hefore supper the muany
candles, which added to

L WVer,

the lestivities were lit.
Hev. Bandy said grace,
then cach  helped
themselves (o the baffet
supper

When the meal was
Joyce  Clapke,
president of UCW, said
a few words of
welcome. A short
program followed. then
all joined in singing the
(amiliar Christmas
carols. A variety of
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games were then played
which added (o a most
enjovable evening.
“The Christmns Eve
service at the church
was well attended. 1t
was mostly all musical
wilh the timely
passages of scripture
read at different nter-
vals during the service.
The Christmas
hwlidavs were seddened
same whal for members
of familles in the
community when they
suffered the Joss of a
loved one. Miss Jennie
McEachren passed
away at the Guelph
General  Hospital on -
Christmas Day. She had
been ill for somelime.

"We extend sympathy to

Mrs. Mary Melean and

aMrs. Ada Kirkwoead and

{amily.
Members

of Rulh

" Burts family, including

l.inda ¢('Cunnor and
daughters, Lorraine
and Bruno Knoepfli.

and John and Debbie
Burt, Doreen Burt and
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Mrs. Richard Knoepfli
spent Christmas at the
smith farm.

Mr. and Mrs. Leo
Jamieson spent
Christonas  at  their
daughter oand  son-in-
law’'s home in Hills
burgh.

Mrs.  Loln
necompanied her
daughter Ruth and
members of her [amily
to Toronto on Chiristmas
day where they spend
the holiday  with the,
Miller family.

New Years Eve party
wins as usual a big
success ot the com-
munity centre when the

couples danced the old
year out and the New
Year in to the music of
23 George.

A Huappy llealthy 1583
is wished for all.

CANADIAN
CANCER
SOCIETY
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7 DAYS A WEEK

... 8t your houso?

[t's time to call your
Walcome Wagon bostas.
fihe will bring congratu-
lstions and gifta for the
family and the NEW
BABY!




