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- People improve withage mbrally,‘ butwhy?

One of the nicer things about growing

older is that we grow steadily more pure. .

I1's astonishing how we shed sin and don
morality with each passing year.

Ooe night about 50 years ago, for ex-
ample, | was climbing over a stone wall
wilh my shirt stufled with grapes, when a

- stentorian voice bellowed, *'Hi! Youl!”

My beart leaped into my moulh, I leaped
to the ground, Lhe grapes popped out of
my shirt, and [ took off like a tissile,
pursued by outraged roars and heavy
boots.

Later, in the sancturay of my bed, did 1
regret my wickedness, revile myself for
shattering one of the commandments
and swear that I'd never do it again? Not
exactly. What I did was regret losing the
grapes, revile mysell for being scared
half to death, and swear a return visit to
the vineyard as soon as the heat was olf.

That's what I mean, Today, I'd never
consider such a thing. Oh, I might give
my golf ball a very small kick if it was in

a particularly bad lie in the rough and no- -

body was looking. 1 might teli my wife I'd
paid the hydro bill in time (o get the dis-
count when | knew perfectly well that it
was in my pocket, unpaid. But I'd never
dream of doing anything dishonest, like
stealing grapes [rom a millionaire witha
huge estate and a huge gardener doubl-
ing as a night watchman.

Other people are the same. The older
they get, the beiter they get. Not long
agoe, we visited an old acquaintance, a
woman in her early 40s. She had a teen-
age daughter who was out to dance that

_night. The kid was to be home by one. As

the hour neared, the mother kept break-
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‘ing ofl her monglogue about her church

activities, her eyes flitting toward the
clock. By one-fif{een, we had to restrain

her forcibly from calling the police. The’

kid showed up at one-thirty. You should
have heard her mother. You'd have
thought the youngster was utterly de-
praved.

Later, as mama served tea and vehe-

mently wondered what was going {o be-
come of these undisciplined, irrespon-
sible teenngers, I couldn't help casting
my mind back. Twenty-five ycars
earller, our hostess had been a regular
young rip, whose specialties were drink-
ing gin out of the bottle in backseats of
cars, and going for mixed midnight
swims au naturel.

Recently, T spent a weekend wilh an
ald college friend. He had distinguished
himseli- at university, not through
academic or athletic prowess, but for an
incredible memory that could recali the
words and tunes of all the bawdy songs
ever sung. Saturday night I tried to get a
few verses of Riley's Daughter, or Cals
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on the Rooftops out of him, but he was

strangely reticent. In the old days you
had to hold him down and stuff a sock in
his mouth to make him stop singing.

Sunday morning, he acted kind of my-
sterious. Wanted me to go for a walk with
him. 1 decided he was taking me to the
bootlegger’s, so naturally demurred, buy

he insisted. Ten minutes later my mouth -

was still hanging open as [ sat in the back
row of the Sunday School and watched
my {riend, arms waving, face beaming,

leading about eighty small types through
the strains of Jesus Loves Me.

Last spring | bumped into an old Air
Force sidekick in the.coffee shop of a city
hotel. Hadn't seen him since Brussels,
1945. His name was Dick, but we called
him The Count in those days, because he
was reputedly, and enviedly, living in sin
with a beautiful, rich Belgian countess.
He was a big, handsome, devil-may-care
chap then, .

Anyway, we chatted. He was pretily
{at, pretty bald, pretty dull. “Remember
when we used to ¢a!ll you The Count?”, 1
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asked, in an effort to establish some com-
mon ground. He muttered somelhing
like, “Count me out”, and launched
rapidly into a spiel on the work he was
doing with juvenile delinquents througha
church group. He finally ran out of

. breath, there was an awkward pause,

then: "“Guess you haven't met the wife,”
he said turning to a large red-{aced
woman sitting on the stool beside him,
eating a vast sundae. [t was not the
Countess.

And so il goes. You can see them every-
where: people who were once steeped in
sin and now pass the collection plate;
who were once steeped in gin and whose
inflamed noses now light the way for the
valiant armies of the temperance move-
ment. '

Reformed lechers lead the attack on
pormography and prostitution. Refotmed
poachers want the game laws tightened.
Ancient golfers will take off as few as
five strokes from their actual score. Sex
fiends become saintly.

It's as plain as the wart on your nose
that people improve with age, morally, if
not physically. But I'd still like to know

why.

iz it because they have learned to res-
pect the law and other people’s property?
1t it because they know the day of judg-
ment is bearing down and they'rve trying
to cover their flaming youth with a nice
coat of camouflage grey? Or is it that
they simply don't have the stamina to be
sinful any more?

Perhaps some of you old sinners could
enlighten me.

MAGNIFICENT LOCATION
: 998,900
This kirge home ts backing on 1o goit
course. Fantastic view, 4 bedrooms,

famdy room plus many
{aatures. Call Damian.

COLUNTRY LIVING AT
- AFFORDASLE PRICE]
This home offers many fine features

as: 100x150 f1. nicety landscaped lot,
hedrooms, phus potentiat for 2 more,
full baserment, ANl tho for ob
§58.900. Cal Darmain Nikic.

W LA
DOWN BY THE LAKE $74.900

saciusion. Call Daman.

Your Royal Trust Representatives for
Geargetown, Acton, Erin and surrounding area
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EDGE OF TOWN

- $179.000
Bast -of material and warkmanship is
tlendad in thia custom built oxecutive
homa on 5.5 acres. 2 badiooma in law
suite, 4 bathrooma phua 4 bedrooms
on main Lavel. For more dotals call
Damian.

LARGE HOME AT
AFFORDABLE PRICE OF
$78.900.
Fasturing: 4 bedrooms, 2 cix garage,
wo walkputs, dock off kitchen, rec
room with freptace, Call Damisn Nikc
for more detaily.

DESIRABLE GLEN WILLIAMS
Immaculate home on superbly land-
scoped 100x150 ft. oL New modemn
kitchen with buit-in applisnces, fire-
place, phus many other fina foatures.

Cal Damian Nikic,

SAVE| SAVE! SAVE)
When you buy thia superbly insulated
sidesplit; main floor family room with
walhout, 2 wood buming stoves.
Good gquslity bioadioom. Listed at
$74,900. Cadl Damian Niuc,

WANT TO BUILD

{ have 2 scres, 96 acres, 90 o« 40 dcres
oo prime land sl wathin & few makia
from town. Call Damian Nikic,

A o, 1o # "'l.,.r'\-ri "‘ L '.'-....'!..

SUPER VALUE
QNLY $71.000
wWhate else can you find B yoors new
home featudng 3 bedrcoms. large
fanced lot, 2 bathroomas, waltkout from
kitchen to deck, vpgraded broadloom,
finmhad towor lavel plus much more.
For such low price? Call Damian.

i

SECLUSION IN TOWN
- 474,900
4 bedroom homes, immaculale
throughout, Large fenced yord
backing on 1o conservation, Fully
finished lower Reve! phus much mode,

Immaculate lownhousa, finished
lower loved with walkoul. Sacking on
w opan fiekd. Huge master bedroom
plur much more, Call now, Oaman
MNikic.

Earty Canadiana type homa— approxi-
mataly $15,000 spent on improve-
mants. Asking $74,500. Potar
Thomton.

-

JUST LISTED
$79.900
Absolutely beautdfully kept 4 badroom
{3-up}l home finishad rec room. For
the many fodiures pladse call Peter
Thomton.

INGROUND POOL
58,500 ’
66 x 165 lpt. Well deconted B
awaiing your wopection. Potor
Thomton.

&8 x 106 101, 3-bedroom home. Small
barn, Pater Tiornion.

Damian Nikic 853-0136 s

Peter Thornton 519-833-8485

SN N E R B LI ﬂ‘_f'q o

. DEYACHED 2-STOREY
Abadroom 1% bath., Shows excel-
lantty. $79,900. Pater Yhomton.

SIDESPLIT $72.000
Main tevel family room with fireplace
& walkout to patio & fenced lot. Wamt
to haar mora? Petar Thomiton.

10 ACRER!
$51,900 :
Pond site. Mixture of trees, Small
barmn. The reaidencs it & quaint bung-
slow in pgood conditon. Peter
Thornion. .
DETATCHED MAIN STREEY

STRUCTURE .
3-2 bewoom apartments. Une main
level wall axposed businase location,
Petes Thornton.




