Lot levy bylaw B

L

illegal, states | e

‘I'he Town lot levies bylaw is illegal In the opi-
nion of Town solicitor Fred Helson.

He made the staleraent In a letter to Halton Hills
councll Monday night, and poinled cut that
municipalities rely upon the developer signing an
agreement to make a volunlary contribution for
services before the development starts.

The lawyer
who has laid the foundations for six link homes at
Pennington and Mountainview, asked council to
waive the lot levies since the land was part of the
Delrex agreement, and on which compensation
had already been pald to the Town.

Plluttl signed an agreement December 3 in

order lo obtain (oundation permits saying he
would abide by the decision of local and regional
council on whether lot levies are applicable in this
case.
Pilutti told council Monday night in open coun:
cil, alter a request for an in-camera session was
rejected, that he signed the agreement so he could
start before ihe end of Lhe year so-buyers could
qualify for the provincial and federal grants. He
said he was asking for the lot levies Lo be waived
and building permits issued. He emphasized the
lawyer stated the levies are not valid.

The clerk administrator explained the R4 zoning
allows any type of housing. He stated in recog-
nition of the (act the land was originally three lots
and now with link homes becomes six houses, he
recommended lot levies be paid only on three lots.

Asked what had been paid to the Town earlier
under the Delrex asgreement, the clerk-admini-
strator sald it was part of payment in leu of indus-
trial land.

Councilior Pam Sheldon aruged there would
now be six families instead of the original three, 50
{elt lot levies on three lots would be {air.

Pitutti, in reply, claimed the Town solicitor
must have been aware the applicatinn was {for six
homes when he sald the lot levy bylaw is not valid.
He contended he was wrongfully refused a permit
and pointed out under the zoning he could have
buill a 16 unit apartment building.

Asked by Councillor Phil Carney why Lhe bylaw
is invalid, solicitor Helson stated, *'there must be
authority to support a bylaw, and there is no legis-
lation to support lot levies, so the bylaw is invalid
whether onthis pieceof landornot.”

Mayor Pete Pomeroy asked Pilutti if he felt
there is a need for lot levies 50 new growth does
not throw a load on existing taxpayers.

Pilutti agreed, adding he had never argued over
lol levies before “but if a bylaw is illegal it's il-
legal.” He said by signing the ngreement saying
he gave up his rights to legal recourse to obtain the
foundation permit he had given up some of his
(undamental rights.

‘Board, teachers apart in negotiations

By ALEX MATHESON -
- The Halton board of education and negotialors
far its 1,100 secondary school teachers are aboul
{four per cent apart in salary negotiations, said a
board spokesman,

Rae Stoness, superintendent of employce ser-
vices, said the teacher’s demand is for an 11 per
cent hike, while the board is offering about seven.

However, all of the demands of the teachers, in-
cluding these bullt-is [rom previous settlements,

wouilld mean a cost increase of about 20 per cent to

the board, he arlded.

‘The board and teachers Ist met Dec. 2. It was Lhe
only meeting between the two sides during the 13-
day grace Eertnd prior to the factfinders report be-
coming public. . _

President of the Ontario Secondary School
Teachers Federation district 9 Halton, Joe Har-
wood said the board agreed to meet hoping to Im-
prave its positlon prior to the release of the fact-
{inding report. 5

1 believe the board is stalling and showing a
lack of good faith and discantent grows with Lhe

Local trustees

's advice was sought when Al Pilutti, ‘

on committees

Rooklie
trustee to Lhe
Board of Education,
Dick lowitt has been
appointed to the finance
committee of  thal
board.

In addition, Hawitt
has also been placed on
Lthe staff board com-
mitiee, library and
awards commillee “of
the board and the legi-
slative and finance
comminees of ALSBO
(Association of Large
Schocl  Boards  of
Ontariol.

Arcton trustee Arlene

Esquesing

Dog control up

Halton

Bruce will sit on the
committees of salary,
Halton News and
CEDSS. Bruce has also
been appointed to the
Salary and Collective
Agrecment commitiee
of ALSBO.

(reorgetown  repre
sentative Betty Fisher,
vice chpirman of the
board, is sitting on
[inance, community
schools, and research
advisory commitiees.
As vice chairman, she
also has many other
dutles or the board and
is wvery active on
ALSBO.

10¢ per capita

The Animal Control
Service in Town has
been given up by George
Hetrington it Joe Kir-
ley who has been
employed there for

years will now
le the service for

on all dog tag sales -

wherever they were

Kirley said in a leller
to councii he did nol

In reply to a question {rom Councillor Dave
Whiling, Pilutti said five of the houses have been
sald to young couples with children, despite no
advertising and only foundations in. “It’s because
of the price and quality of the homes. If you im-
pose the lot levies | cannot pass it on since the
price has been set, it will come cut of my pocket.”

Whiting in putting forward a motion to walve the
lot levies, stressed the need for housing such as
this and suggesied local municipalities should
waive the lot levies on all middle income bomes 10
spur building and lesve rental accommodation
available. _

Councillor Marilyn Serjeantson contended most
communities charge lot levies, “and they dont
have the authority either.” She charged the
origional Delrex agreement wasn't any good, **
money has been spent lixing up sewers and drain-
age, and claimed there was no parkland in the
area. She said they had gone through putting
foundations in at the end of the year, “‘and il's still
there,.”

Carney supported the walving of the lot levies,
saying his stance was based on the lawyer's ad-
vice. He urged council to take a hard lock at the
economic situation in the country. He said lo go
shead with the foundation on Hall Road, referred
to by Serjeantson, would have meant bankruptcy
for Lhe builder, since interest rates zoomed at that
time,

“p : :

Pomeroy contended every person coming in to
the Town means ex(ra costs and suggested lot
levies only cover a portion. He said he was willing
to have the clause stating Pilutti would not
challenge in court Laken oul of the agreement. *'1
(eel levies on three lots is appropriate.”

The mayor admitted the solicitor says the bylaw
is pot valid, but emphasized the levies are based
on a policy which is later covered in an agree-
ment, '

Whiting commented, “at the region in the in-
terest of develaping jobs, $82,000 in lot levies was
waived for Shell Oil, but we can't give our own
people a break.™

“1 don't see how as the mayor uf this town you
can suggest we go against the law. 1t states here
the bylaw is invalld,”” He questioned how much
money has been raised in lot levies and how much
has been used for hard services, "'We may have
been doing something illegal.”

Sheldon said she was uneasy with a siluation
‘where Pilutti signed an agreement giving up his
legal rights to challenge. 'It’s not fair as a resi-
dent and taxpayer.” \

Only Councillors Rick Bonnette, Phil Carney,
Tom Hill and Dave Whiting favored waiving the
lot levies on Lhree lots, so the motion was defeated.

se?é;e that the employee is held in conternpt,” he
said.

Deteriorating morale will show up in en-
thusiasm for extra-curricular qcliviiiﬁ on the
part of teachers. - )

However, Mr. Harwood had no comment on
whether this could lead to a work-lo-rule cam-
paign inJanuary.

Mr. Harwood sees the board's most recent offer
as an improvement in total dollars, but involving
less to certain teachers.

Although there was movement by bolh sldes,
Mr. Harwood s convineed the teachers are nearer
to the settlement than the board.

. Chief negotiator for the teachers, Ron Harris,

said the teachers' demand is for 10.8 per cent.

Since the provincial government's wage guide-
lines have not been passed into law, Lhe teachers
don't fee] bound to keep their demand under nine
per cent, .

However, the teachers would be hardpressed
not to accept nine per cent if offered by the board,
along with the factfinder’s recommendations, said

;
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The 560 acre estate of the late Mr. and Mrs, Stewart G, Bennetl, left to Her Majesty the Queen through the Ontario Heritage Foundstion has been widel)

herabded as a gift ta the public. These photot taken by Je

The land use is still being consldered.

A 12

e

Mr. Harris,

These would include incrementa! gains in staff-
i:'u;{,i working conditions and fringe benefits, he
said. :

Factfinder Doug Beleh, in his report, SUugg
that the board Improve (lower) the pupil-teacher
ration, utlizing money that might have gone to
galaries in Lhe absence of provincial restraint
legislation.

He said that Halton appeared able to allot more
money in education, based oh average salares in
the region. _

Previous agreement with the board had made
provision for the addition of 22 teachers this year.

Hawever, the teachers want an additional 22
teachers to keep pace with the accelerated decline
in pupil-tencher ratio in other boards, said Mr.
Harris. .

Halton is proportionately 129 teachers behind
the Toronto board and 46 behind Pecl, he added.

Along with concern over the pupll-teacher ratio,
the teachers wish to gel n maximum class size
commitment in the contract.

Historic designation remains on
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viled to drop in. Key persons and politicians in the
community were interviewed. Graham said he
discovered additional meeting space in Acton was
not required. His office received petitions both pro
and conhesaid. '

Halton Hills clerk-administrator Ker: Richard-
son plso outlined the continuing eaga of the town
hall issue. He told the Board there was a concern
from council that the hall was going (o create a
financial burdeti on the Laxpayers.

The building was eventually put up for sale and
an offer of $1 came from George Elliott and Ted
Tyler on behalf of the Restoration Commiitee.
After renovations took place, the town could then
buy back the hall, again for §1. The offer was re-
jected on 2 recorded vole of &6. A tie vote
automatically loses.

Recently council acquired two small lots one
block from downtown which are being made intoa
parkinglot. '

Testilying on behall of the Restoration Commit-
tee, Dr. Eltiolt, a professor at Guelph University,
gave a brief history of the town of Acton and how
the town hall figured into the community.

}He noted over 100 years ago, there was great atir
over the building of the hall, just like today. But,
eventually it was built in 1582 { §5,500 at six per
cent intesest. Reeve W.H. Starey resigned over the

issue, only to be reelected in 1583

Until 1973, with the inception of regional govern-
mont, council meetings wers held at the Willow St.
jocation.

The neighboring firefighters said they needed
more parking so council decided to tear the bulid-
ing down to make way for 10 cars. A stormy
test and & pelition with 2,000 names on il
in council changing their minds at that time. A
commiltee was formed headed by Elliott to Jook
into the hall's restoration.

Sorne $10,000 in donations was received right
away, Dr. Elliott said. This money will be re-
turned in the event the building is demoliahed, he
said However, monies acguired through fund
raising events tActario, sale of plates, etc.) will
not be redurned.

The town hall is one of the last remaining public
buildings in Acton, according to research con-

Mr. Moffatt, of Molfatt and Duncan Architects
in Toronto noled the town hall should be pre-
served. To follow the Kleinfeldt report and gut the
inside would be a “great shame, it should be pre-
served,”

Doug Fread, of the Restoration Committee and
a consulting general contractor said a number of
elements in the renovating could be deferred a
couple of years. He suggested the service clubs

d help out and maybe resotre a room euch.

Fread contended that while there are no obvious
uses now for the building once fixes up people will
want to meet there.

Hallon Hills Councillor Ross Knechtel said that
the three Acton councillors consistently supporied

_the restoration. He [eels that now Acton ispartofa

larger community, it is important that the long
history of Acton be preserved. Knechtel said he
was very impressed with the dedication the mem-
bers of the Restoration Committee have shown.

Ted Tyler, of the Committee outlined the fund
raising projects. In the first year of Actario,
$30,000 was raiscd. He blames Lhe poor economy
and the uncertainty of the hall's future with the
poor results in the weekly draw's second year. But
the group is ready to go ahead with year three with
a revamped, cheaper draw. A three day ciderfest
is aisa planned for nexl August, and a special New
Year's Party in the renovated hall next year is
scheduled.

“'We are searching for ways to raise mooey and
we found & fairy princess in the form of Govern-
ment of Canada,” he said referring to a §133,000
make work grant which was approved just bours
before the hearing.

ler noted the community banded together lo

the scout hall, the band hall, the curling club
and the indoor pool. All are used continually, he
pointed out. .

The Acton town hall is one of {few remaining

such buildings in Ontario and should preserved,
. proflessor of History at the
University of Westrnn Ontario. Dr. Talman had
] that he was not asked by anyone Lo at-
tend the hearing, but was just [nterested in the
fate of the hall after reading sbout it in the Glebe
and Mail. He used tolive in this area, he said.

Art Gordon sald be was speaking for a manber

of people in Acton who did not want taxpayers

Currently, the board uses 35-per-closs as a
guideline but i2n't bound by it, said Mr. Harris.

The teachers are interested in a figure lower
than 35, hesald.

Mr. Harris said the board [s meeting a erunchin
P.T.R. demands new because it moved slowly in
the past.

However, Mr. Stoness said the Halton board is
adding stalf at a greater rate than all other
boards, except maybe Toronto,

Chairman of the Halton board, Len Auger said
there seemns to be a baslafor settlement in the fact-
finder's report.

“It is interesting that the [actfinder sees Halton
as ahle to pay more for education despite layoifs
and cutbacks around.” he said.

The teachers see the board's offer as possibly
averaging seven per cent across the board, but
they're inted at the hike given teachers In
the lower levels of the grid said Mr, Harris,

Offers for those below maximum range from
zero to five per cent,excluding annual increment,

- hall i W

town

money apent on the restoration, He wondered
where the people were when the old post office was
demolished, and said the old Stone School is worth
saving much more than the town hall.

“Merlin Kobsa told the Board he moved lo Acton
in April because of the community spirit. To tear
down the town hall would be desstroy that social
fibre of the community.

“You rip down the town hall and you ripdown
Acton,” hesaid.

Mayor Peter Pomeroy said the town hall was ex-
tremely important in the keeping ol Acton's idenf-
ity, especially since the inception of regional
government.

Pometoy noted that the vote to repeal the
designaling by law was very close and he [elt this
was an indication that the council wanted to put in-
to prespeclive the costs the town would have 1o

r. .

Philip Wild, 22,
e pa's a qual¥ied
'sa
engineer who is unem-
loyed, doesn’t
e he will get a job

in Ontario, according to

' Bob Waller-
son, who lives in
Georgetown. he
says, there are maore
unemployed profess-
ionsls today than in
1920,

Managing Your
Career Change is the
seminar bhe has organiz-
ed on December 15 in
gid of these proless-
ionals who are finding it
difficult to get jobs. Dis-
cussed at the seminar
will be proper resumes,
and employment ad-

nnifer Bars when she interviewed the Bennelts in 1979 deplel Lhe beauly of the Bennell cstale.

Painting
stolen_
~at Region

A $1.250 original watercolor painting was stolen
from under the noses of regional polilicians at the
inaugural ceremonics Wednesday alternoon,

Oakville artist John Van der Hart expressed
disimay at n sccurity system that would allow
someone tolift a 38" x 28'" painting off the wall at a
regional function. He removed the rest of his
paintings Friday alternoon, for fear of more
thefts, :

“[t's nat like something you can slip into your
pocket," said Van der Hart. "I could understand i
it had happened in a shopping mall, but in a bulid-
ing like this? 1 have exhibited my paintings all
over the world and thls is Lhe first time it has happ-
ened.” '

When the region agreed to display Vin der
Hart's paintings during the month of December,

they asked him to sign a waiver, absolving the
regionof any responsibilitics. .

“How can ! blame the region if 1 signed the
{orm?" asked Van der Hart. “It was quite clear,
but I didn't realize the securily was that anyone
could walk in and sleal something.”

The inaugural was packed with prominent peo-
ple in the region, with Police Chief James Harding
being one of the guesis.

Asked what he thought the chances for recovery
of the painting were, Van der Hart sajd “nil."”

“[ think they could sell it at auctions or o a
collector,” he claimed, explaining he thought the
theft was by two people who knew what they were
doing."” he said. The slolen painting was not the
most expensive painting in the exhibit.

“They would have gulle 2 time taking it off by
themscives,” he claimed, adding it could be done
by one person bul was more likely done by two

le.

J\I;ler the thelt was discovered, according te Van
der Hart. there was i search through the ol fices o
vcheck it wasn't 8 joke—with an open bar, some
people had a few loo many.”™ '

Varley said later he checked because it could
have been a joke, bul also because of “‘malicious

rposes.”

The Oakville artist discourages any artist who
wants lo display his work in the building. “If it
happens to me, then it could happen to anyone,”
he said.

Van der Hart recently had a show in Halton Hills
al the olde Hide House in Aclon.

Painting found

The $1.230 painting stolen from the region has
been recovered and is back in the hands of artist
John Van der Hart. He was celled by someoné
who sald they had the painting and would return
it to him Sunday evening.

Halton Regional police are continuing toinves-
tigate Lhe theft and suspicions the
mysterious way the painting dissppeared con-
tinue 1o arise. Oakville police Sergeant Psul
Willlamson will say afly that the investigalion is
continuing.’ '




