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| Peoplein the war years really cared

Ih.tmmtq:wilhmitmuthat
bring back memories and voices from
the past.

A few months ago, a young colleague of
mine was heading off to Zimbabwe (for-
merly Rhodesla) with his wife and chil-
dren to teach school there.

They didn't know a soul in that part of
Africa. I had a thought, which occurs
every 80 often. “"Mark,"”" 1 told himn, "I
have an old war-time fried who tived in
Rhodesia. ') dig up his address, and
mybehemnthutgiuroumatipl
on life there.”

" So I went up to my old prisoner-of-war
iog book, and there it was. Unfortunately,
Don McGibbon lived in Bulawayo, not
Salisbury, to which Mark was posted.
However, 1 gave him the address and a
note to my old [riend.

 Thers was every Jlkellhood that he was
dead, or had moved, or had got out of the
country, as so many white Rhodeslans
dlbt: when a black takeover seemed inevit-
able;

And the nther day, while I was having
lunch, a member of our staff was reading
& letter from Mark's wife. It turned out
that they'd been sent (o Bulawayo, not
Salisbury. She described conditions,
pretty grim-—curfews, house searches
for insurgents, and 50 on—and the letter
said: "And we're going for a picnic on
Sunday with Bill Smiley's old alr force
friend.” : v

You could have knocked me down with
a Spitfire. 1 hadn't heard from Mac since
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1945, when we were both incarveraled in
prison camp. We'd been on the same
Typlwon wing in Noemandy, where 1
knew him alightly. He'd been shot down
shortly after 1 was, and, joined by a
wounded Australian, Frank Land, we
wound up as a trio doing a train journey
all over Germany: first (o & camp o¢-
cupied by British and New Zealand

veterans of Cypeus, then (o an interroga-

" {ion centre at Frankfurt, then off on &
. long haul across the war-torn country to

a prison camp, where we wound up in lha
same room in barracks.

ﬂne forms ty close associalions
under trying circumstances. We did. 1
had a lot of respect for the Rhodesians I'd
met: thelr courage, thelr cheerfulness,
their lack of swank. And, of course, they
were only coloniels, 50 we Canadlans

could needle them about that. Mac was

one of the bhest of the best.

As If that weren't enough lo start the
juices of memory flowing, my wife, while
cleaning out drawers and boxes, came
actoss a cache of ancient |etters and ple-
tures that 1'd forgotten exisled.

There 1 am, Leading Aircraftsmanp,
Smiley, at 21, black hair, white teeth (the

oppasite of the present), wedge cap tilled
to one side, dashing moustache, cocky as
only a young fellow can be when he
Mha'smhlgmhlﬂﬂltﬂm

hndtlmlﬂnlgﬂn on & prison camp
identification card, complete with num-
bers and - coon after 1'd been
shot down, looking bewildered and any-
thing but cocky. And another photo, at
another ¢amp, front and side view,
looking 10 years older, stubble of beard,
mean. And finally, a photo taken soon
after releagse, sporting the magnificent
handlebar moustache I'd grovwn in camp.

There's a picture of Freddy Wakeham,
Canadian, Eric Necklen, New Zsaalander,
and self, in front of our tent in
I am the only sutvivor. And another nne
both leaning against a Spitfire’s fuselage,
of two of our gang, a motley crowd, when
we trained in Shropshire to take off and
land Spits without killing ourselves.
Jacques Van der Perren, Belgian, and
Singh Thandi, Indian Alr Force.

Van escaped when the Germans in-
vaded Belgium, made his way through
occupied France, got over the mountains
into Spain and was thrown in jail for six

months, He was eventually released, got -

to England, joined the RAF., and was

shot down and killed on a mlssion not [ar

from his home town in Balgium.

Singh Thandi went back to Indla. 1

heard he was killed flylng Huricanes in
Burma. We were closer than

brothers.

The only one of that crowd left is Jeck
Ryan of Toronto. The others were from
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Heruuleltu written to my mwother,
from Casajm Pascal, postmarked M.

Stnmmhﬂernmltﬁchlmlt'lin'

French. Part of it: "“Ici mon ami Bill,
votre flls qui actuallement dans mon
stalag. . .” andsomo. Hetold her I wasen
parfaite santee (in perfect health) and

tried to reassure her. How good of him. 1 .

don't even remember him, although 1
knew a number of French POWs. Heends
by saying, in French: "I hope that he
himself will be able to write you soon.”
Why couldn't [ write then? Who was
Casajus? Must dig Into the memaory cells,

And on they go. A lelter from my
squadron leader describing my last mis-
slon, and helding out hope. A letter from

hap in Florida to’ my parents. He
listened every night, on hia short wave
radio, to lists of Allled prisopers an-
nounced by the Grermans, and had caught

 my name and home address.

And a happy, happy telegram, marked
Sans Origine, and Important, irom 64
Squardron: ‘Happy to inform you that

yourson F O Smiley WB T is safe znd

well as prisoner of war, Letler follows.

A letter of commiseration from my
college president, when the [first
“missing’’ report went out. Finally, a
leiter from a chapiain {n England: “So
happy to be able to welcome and chat
with your son, on his safe arrival in Eng-
land,"” Dated May 25, 1943,

People in those days reaﬂ}' cared. And:
I've’only skimmed the surface.
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DOWN BY LAKE
$74.900
Spotless bomo with fully finishad
lower lrvel, two walkouts 1o deck, two
h-athru-urnl. Idaal for puopl-u whn like

When you buy this superbly insulzied
sidesplit; Moin Hloor family room with
walkout, 2 wood buming stoves.
Good quality broadloom. Loitad ot
5?4 LS00, Call Damian,

OVER1-ACRE
. TREED LOT
10 rooms super condition. Lovely
oider home. For detolls call Peter ; .
Thaenton.  BTARTER HOME
J-bedrobm sppeoximatety ¥ scra lot.
Approxomately #7000 spent on

- AL
JUST MOVE INI
This bmmaculata bungalow, “full
finishad lower level with bar, & af
tight stove. Upgraded brasdioom, pri
valn trnod iot. Plus much move. Do

LIETEN? YOU CAN
HEAR THE QRASS GROW
On this 10 acre parcel with 1 bungalow
i excellent condition. 2—~3 bed-
rooma; 3-pond site; 4-—small bam:
5= $83,5900. Petor Thomiton. '

SPACIOUSS. ..
Backing onto open space. Approxi-
mately $15,000 spent on renovations.
Poter Thormton.

GEORGETOWN
COMMERCIAL
58 x 140 lot. Major cormer on Hwy, 7,
Pate Thomrton.

IMMACULATE TOWNHOUSE
With fully finished besernant, wakout
- from kiving room, huge master bed-

room plus large 1st montgage at 12-
7/8% untd July 86, Call Damien Nikic.

BEGLUHIHHIHTGWH
¥76,900
4 dbadroom homa immaculate through-
out. Longe fenced yard backing on to
consarvgtion. Fully finlkhed lovwar
mm much mors. Cal Damian

: EEHHGEI‘HWH COUNTRY
8 room homa with 4-bedroom. Mastes
badrooen has watkout 10 deck' over-

oking gott course. Fireploco & wet
bar. Asiing $95,000, Peter Thomton.

tion. 068 x 1485 jot. Enclosed front por-B-
ch. Balcony & morel $73,900, Pater

e ONE OF OUR FINEST
‘ Tlmnm

LISTINGS - 961,500
{-badroom, 7 room. Detatchad home
on 7% x 125 lot. lﬂﬁmm Excot-

MAGRIFACENT LOCATION
' 990,500
This targe home Is backing on to golf
course. Fantistic view, & bedrooms,
oversized 2 o garege, main floor
famidy moom plus many other fing fea-

630,900

flooe farmily room, finlshed roc room,
B0 x 150 foot lot: Plus many other fing
foatures. Call Damian Mikic.

Damian Nikic 853-0136 12w
Peter Thornton 519-833-9485

WANT TO BUILD
1 have 2 scres, 98 acreg, 90 or 40 scre
of prime land al within 8 Tow il
from town. Call Darmian Nikic.
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