L orne Doberthien’s crusade pays off

Provmce announces licence plates for disabled
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Handicapped peopie across Ontario will have an
easier time in tbe future parking and they have an
Acton man to Lhank for the improvements.

Lotne Doberthien has seen his lobbying efforts
wilh the provincial and federal governments and
regional and local council a number of re-
sults for fellow handicapped people, incloding dis-
abled licence plates and regulations to enflorce
that handicapped parking spots are used only by
the handicapped.

Recently Minister of Transport James Snow an-
nounced a number of measures, inchuling a new
Licence plate for the handicappedand a model by-
faw for municipalities to follow in enacting park-
ing bylaws to help the disabled.

Following is Lhe text of Snow’s announcement lo
the Legisiature:

I 2m pleased to be able to pravide the House lo-
day with the final cetails of my ministry’s in-
itiatives to assist handicapped drivers throughout
the province and, as a side benefit, make the
public more aware of the special needs of these
drivers and those who transport them.

“As of February 1, 1983, all Ministry of

portation and Communications wvehicle
ii.ccmmg offices will have available our new dis-
abled symbol licence plates, and our privatized
outlets will have applications for the plates which
can be mailed to Lhe MTC for processing.

“*The plates will be issued without exira charge
to any handica person whose mobility is ser-
iously restricteg for medical reasons or who re-
quires the use of a wheelchair, mttrh'; HEI‘?:;
will replace their current passenger plates
also will be available {o anyone who regularly
transports & dlublad .

“The ol the new plate is to provide an
easy means of identif ving vehicles eligible for the
reserved parking spots which are being offered
more and more these days.

“While my ministry and organizations
répresenting the handicapped have tried 1o edue-
ate the public on the importance of respec
these parking areas, a of abuse still con
tinues. [ am certain most of the honorable mem-
bers here today have seen a reserved parking spol
taken by a driver who clearly had no physical need

. [orsuch front-row privileges.

“These plates are a direct response
by the h.mdma and their mni:aunm to help
eliminate this » and to accommaodate our dxs
able citizens. They will carry the intemationally
recognized symbol for the disabled in place of the
first two letters of the usual plate.

“Any person requesting a disabled-symbol
licence piate from my ministry will be required (o
sign & statement attesting to his or her handicap
or the driving service he or she provides to the
handicapped on a regular basis.

*'Al the present time, some of our municipalitics
already issue special handicapped placards or
permits, However, changes are needed in Ont-
ario’s Municipal Act so that communities also can

the provincially issued plates as giving

recognize / |
their owner the legal right 1o whatever standing,

stoppipg or parking privileges an individual
mtnicipality chooses to extend,

“I expect these changes will be introduced some
time early in the spring session by my collegue the
Minister of Municipal Alfairs and Housing
(Claude Bennett },

“'Qur aim now is to have all municipalities in-

volved in specia! initiatives to belp our handi-
capped drivers. That is why last year, during the
International Year of Disabled Persons, the need
te help these communitics devise Lhe neCessary
bylaw was made a priority project. Now
staff have finalized a model parking bylaw lo
assist municipalities that will be adopting legisla-
tion in the [uture {o extend special privilages tothe
handicapped and/or their drivers.

"1t is my hope thal the m u‘:ﬂlitiﬂ will adopt
the major elements of the model bylaw such 23
eligibility, enforcement and scope; for example,
on or ofl-street parking, use of no-stoppi n&u
ete. In this way, we will be extending our bled
drivers the best helping hand possible by creating
at lcasl some level of consisl mnurinm

“It is, of course, also my hope that municipalit-
fes currently without H‘IESE special bylaws will
move as malckty as possible to epact this needed
legislation. 1 will be sending a letter to every
mayor and reeve in Ontario within the next two
days with a sample copy of the proposed bylaw
which we would like the municipalities Lo consider

iContinued on page 2}
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' Town says deposit on land by lame duck council legal,

by Gord Murray

citizens can challenge in court or petmon for probe

Halten Hills has a legal opinion from the Town Solicitors that it was legal for

the outgoing council on November 22 to

put down a $10,000 deposit as an upttun to

purchase land for a possible future municipal mmp]ex
The only way to verify that council acted legaily, since legal opinions can vary,
would be for citizens to launch a court actmn against the Town or for citizens to

petition the province for an inquiry.

‘Sinee the news broke that the outgoing council
had made this decislon at the first meeting olter
the November B election, and the last me:ehn?m;‘
the 198082 il, numerous readers have

I “EOurr of this newspaper Il the action was legal

This newspaper contacted the Ministry nl.'
Municipal Aflairs and Housing and were referred
to Section 108 of the Muncipal Act, which deals
with ' ‘r:ertnln acts not {o be done by councils alter
polling day."” :

Section 108 says: “'(1) The council of a local
municipality shall nol, after the day the poll is
held for the election of the council, or, where all
members of council are elected hy acclamation,
alter the dn} the candidates are declared elected
under section 40 of the Municipal Eleclions Act,
pass any by-law. excepl a by-law with respect to
an undertaking, work, project, scheme, act, mat-
ter or thing that has been approved by the
Municipal Board, or resolution for, or that in-
volves, directly or indireclly, the payment of
money other than that provided in the estimales

.for the current year, or enter into any conlract or
obligation on the part of the corporation, or ap-
point to or dismiss from offlice any officer under
the control of the council, or do any other corpor-
ate act, excepl in case of extreme urgency, or un-
less the act is one that the council is required by
law o do or is one that the council is authorized to
do by a resolution or by-law passed before the day
the pol! is held or the day the members of councit
are declared elected under section 40 of the
Municipal Elections Act, as the case may be.”

12 Bubsection (1} does not apply if the new

.council that will teke office alter the poll or
acclamation will be com of not less than
three-quarters of the members of the council as

com al the time of the poll or acclamation”

Clearly Halton Hills council was conirolled by
subseclion 1 of Section 108 since there will be (our
new faces on the council Lo be sworn in December
"'@-0Only &5 per cent of the culgoing council is retur-
ning to office for the new term.

Clerk-administrator Ken Richardson said Men-
day in taking $10,000 from the special reserve {und
bullt up since 1977 from lot levies, council was us-
ing monles 'provided in the estimates for the cur-
rent year.”’ He said a legal opinion on the implica-
tions ol Section 108 with regard to the land pur-
chase deposit had becn obtained from the town
golicitors before the matler was brought before
councit and the solicitors said it was wilhin coun-
cil's prerogative to spend the money from the re-
serve fund because o reserve fund forms part of
the estimates or budget for the current year, in
their opinion, Richardson added the reserve fund
was set up for a future municipal complex and
that's what the money was being spent on.

He said the reserve fund wasn’t approved by the
Ontario Municipal Board, onother exerption for
council action when less than three-quariers of the
members are returning, because OMB approval
wasn'l necessary.

Without studying the case, Ministry of
Municipal Affairs and Housing, al Branch.
solicitor Linda da Rocha said she couldn’t offer an
opinion if a reserve fund is legally part of the
Town's '‘estimated for the current vear.”” This
isn't a malter the Ministry's legal branch would
lock into, they draft the Act and advise the
minister on legal matters, they don’t enforce the
Act, check to see il munici pahties are following it,
or prosecute muncipalities.

(Continued on page 2)

Possible complex site

likely to cost

if the new Halton Hills council decides to close
the deal for the nearly 30 acre Stevens” Estate on
Maple Ave. in Georgetown for a future municipal
complex the price will likely be $650,000. :

The price tag for the land started at $75¢,000, but
after a land survey revealed eight acres of proper-
ty couldn’t be develgped because of conservation
authority resirictions the price dropped to
$650,000, nccording to the agreement mum.:lim
mgivcn during last week's meeting.

Bob Nichalls and his firm, Longmore Develop-
ments Ltd., reached an sgreement of “purchase
‘and sale’’ on June 18 with the Estate of Paul L.
- Stevens for the purchase of the land. The price
mmhemmwim 2 $10,000 depasit,

By understanding previousiy reached between
Lmstmremdttu 'I‘uwn the prupmy wouldn't

$650,000

be purchased uniess the land was transferred to
the Town with Longmore having ‘“‘no {urther
rights or obligations under the agreement of pur-
chase and sale.” In other words, Longmore put
down the deposit of $10,000 and the option to pur-
chase was transferred Iater to Halton Hills, with
council repaying Longmore its deposit, Paying
Longmore the $10,000 didn't hinge on the land pur-
chaseclosing.

In addition the Town Is paying Lungmure $678.in
interest on the $10,000 deposit “‘made by

Longmore for the purchase of the properiy on

June 9, such sum being outstanding at least up to
and including September 9, 1982."" Clerk. admini-
straler Ken Richacdson said Seplember 9 refers to
(Continoed on page 2)
Mayor denies hold up ..... TR
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The principal, tenchers and stndents at Robert Liitle public school wish
parade viewers Merry Chrismas in many different languages from thelr
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float in Saturday's Santa Claus parade. The sun chme out for the parade
which was hailed as one of the largest In fis hhiﬂr}r More piclures on Page 3.

Santa’s parade big, but quiet

' Santa’s arrival in Acton was hailed a5 one of the
- largest parndes in years, though it was also one of
the quietiest, |
- Hundreds lined Mill St. from the tracks to the
Main-Mill intersection to watch the fire trucks,
numerous floats, three marching bands, major-
ettes and of course Santa Claus come through
town.
dri; was a cold day for the parade, but fortunately
Floats were Jammed with children who enjoyed
Lthe Lhrill of being in the parade. Themes included

insid
An Alberta man was killed In an :l.ll:tuﬂll
between Acton and Rockwood. Detaily on

page 2,

There was a big fire Monday in Ballloafad.
See slocy on page 2 and photloon page Cl.

More MPs wlll be oo coaily ollo Jelinek
and Peter Pameroy say. More on pages,

Four people were caughi stealing furs and
leather garments from the Hide Howse Sun-
.day, Detalls on this and other crimes in police
beat on pages.

The Hide House was the seliing for the film-
ing of 2 TV shaw last week fealuring many
ﬂ:tiuhnﬁ, See pholos on page 7.

The town hall bearing Is pext Wﬂhﬂlﬁj.
_Slwrnnp:;rn

Two }‘uﬂlhi were

convicted for » sum-

mer buarglary at the

ilide House, -

Foarmer Sabres

coach and Actom

residend Joles Hus-

siani s coaching the

Gems ol Georgetown,
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will- fmd move fet-

ters  sbeal =llhvr

backey.

« dent. The driver atlempt

the Night Before Christmas, Christmas around the
warld, old time Christmas and other holiday
season fanlasy toples. |

Honey Pot Nursery's float was judged the best
overall, while Robert Little earned the ned for the
best school float. In the service club's category the
Optimists were picked tops, and the Hide House
was judged to have the best commercial float. The
Acton Agricultural Society had the winning entry
in the "“‘other™ category. .

Other floats and vehicles in the parade included
fire trucks from several eras, Co-Op Nursery,

Ljons Club, the YMCA, Block Parents, Stedmnns
and Achilles Motors, Wendy's, Halton Reglonal
Police, Acton High Schoal, O'Brien’s Meats, Acti-
Van, Acton Minor Hockey Association ﬂmi Tuit-
man's Garden Centre.

The Georgetown Air Cadets’ band and George-
town Legion Pipe band joined Lhe Acton Citizens’
Band in providing music, but they were 5o spaced
out and with no recorded music from the floats, it
was a pretty quiet ﬁamde In addition the mtwn
Hiils Elkelies marc edmﬂmp.arude

A stalen Lruck was driven into

this house Insiweek.

Stolen truck driveninto house

At about 2 a.m. Thnd:ymurning.n 1976 Chev

Homeowner Alvey Gordon, 57, fovnd the driver

Hhurmdﬂmhﬂu:hg'wﬁﬂwﬂﬂmun had hit the north side bay window, uuluﬁ,@

- 37 Maip S1. North alter the

nmdimtupﬂia
from L&L Ford, across

vy loat control |
\

‘the jeep was siolen
road, prior 10 the accl-
od o thorn ondo 81 Alben's
mth:tmrﬂnnﬂhi!unm- g
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damage. The s fered $1,000 damage.

Th%mﬂﬁwm,h%ﬁuﬁmmm
to give pum stspect was a
mﬁmmann.u build, black
hair, possible mustache, light brown waist length
mm&mym

a‘.




